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PREFATORY NOTE 

In the histoiy of the Continental Congress the year 1781 
is of great importance, because it shova the development 
of the idea that a stronger Federal Government than that 
which had existed up to that time was necessary. 

On March 1 the Maryland del^at^ signed the Articles 
of Confederation, thus completing that instrument and mak- 
ing it effective, and at length the United States had a con- 
stitution; but, on March 6, Vamum, of Rhode Island, 
offered a resolution, "that a committee be appointed to 
digest such additional articles to the Act of Confederation 
to be exercised during the war as shall be deemed necessary 
to be proposed to the respective States for their ratification," 
and, on the same day, Vamum, Duane, and Madison were 
appointed a committee "to prepare a plan to invest the 
United States in Congress assembled with full and explicit 
powers for effectually carrying into execution in the several 
States all acts or resolutions passed agreeably to the Articles 
of Confederation." The committee's report was considered 
on May 2. It proposed that the States be asked for an addi- 
tional article to the Articles of Confederation, which should 
confer upon Congress the light to employ the forces of the 
United States, by land or sea, to compel any delinquent 
State to fulfil its Federal engagements. The additional 
article was to be binding when enacted by all the States not 
in the poesesdon of the enemy. The recommendation was 
referred to a grand committee, consisting of a member from 
each State. 
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On the same day John Mathews, of South Carolina, offered 
a motion, declaring that, during the war, the Congress ought 
to have authority to make and execute such laws and ordi- 
nances as it should deem necessary for prosecuting the war 
efficiently, but the motion was postponed. On July 20 the 
grand committee reported a recommendation that the States 
be asked to grant the power of laying an embargo in time of 
war, and to give Congress control of quotas of money, as 
well as authority to collect the money through its own 
agents. Randolph, Ellsworth, and Vamum were appointed 
a committee to consider this motion, and, on August 22, 
they made numerous leoommendations concemii^ the mim- 
ner of executing the Articles of Confederation. Among other 
thills, they uiged that a general council be provided for; 
that the power to lay embargoes in time of war be granted; 
that Federal coUectois be empowered to collect Federal 
requisitions; that Congress be given power to issue letters 
of marque, coin mon^, emit bills of credit, and barrow 
money. On November 2 Congress recommended that each 
State lay a tax, entirely separate from the levies for State 
expenses, for the purpose of raising its share of the $8,000,000 
required for Federal expenses, and that it be paid to agents 
of the Superintendent of Finance. In other words, it 
was to be a Federal levy, paid to Federal officers. 

On Januaiy 24, 1781, before the Articles of Confederation 
had been ratified, acting in Committee of the Whole, Con- 
gress took the most important action that had been attempted 
up to that time, in the direction of obtaining Federal funds, 
when it asked the States to levy an impost duty of 5 per cent 
on the value of all foreign merchandise imported, and to 
aUow the funds thus collected to be paid into the hands of the 
agents of Congress. On February 3 it asked the States to 
vest the power to levy the tax in Congress itself. 
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On February 7 a plan for - executive departments was 
agreed to — a Superintendent of Finance, Seractary at War, 
and Secretary of Marine. Already, on January 10, the 
Department of Foreign AfiFaira had been established, and, 
on February 16, the committee to whom the papers of the 
convention at Hartford had been referred reported that 
there ought to be an Attorn^ General of the United States 
and a court of judicature for trial of all causes relating to 
offences against the United States. On April 5 the ordinance 
estabUsbJng the Federal aouits for trial of piracies was 
agreed to, the court of appeals in cases of capture being 
established by the ordiaaQCe of July 18. Here, then, were 
serious efforts to provide executive machinay, to increase 
the direct power of Congress, and to erect a Federal judiciary. 

The great cause of these e£forto was the manifest impoe- 
abihty, under the existing system, of obtaining the mon^ 
with which to support the military and civil establishments. 
The circular letter to the States, of January 15, called atten- 
tion to the failiu^ of previous requisitions and the imme- 
diate necesfflties of the Army, its pay being far in arrears. 
On February 19 a full statement was made of the debts of the 
United States, and an estimate of the funds necessary to 
cany on the Government for a year. On April 18 a further 
statement of the money borrowed was laid before Ck)ngTess. 
The country, it said, had drawn an Army before any cur^ 
rency was provided for mftinteining it. Congress had no 
resources whence to derive fimds, except by emitting bills 
of credit redeemable at a future day. Accordingly, bills 
of credit had been emitted time after time; then loans and a 
lottery were reecorted to. RecommendationB to the States to 
resort to taxation ^liled. Mon^ was nused by drafts on 
our ministers abroad. The Treasurer was ordered to draw 
upon the treasurers of the States, at 30 days' sight, for their 
quotas. The request for the 5 per cent impost, to obtain 
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Federal funds, raised hopes, wMch were disappointed by 
the refusal of Rhode Island to agree to the tax. The wel- 
come intell^nce was conveyed, on May 28, that the King 
of France had granted a subsidy of 6,000,000 livres toumois, 
and had taken steps to enable Franklin to borrow 4,000,000 
more. What appeared to be inevitable bankruptcy was 
thus averted. Fortunately, also, there was a Superintend- 
ent of Finance, and, on May 26, the Bank of North America 
was established. 

The evident fact that the war waa drawing to a close 
served to show aSl the more clearly how feeble the Govern- 
ment would be, when its eneigies should be relaxed in peace. 

On January 17 the battle of the Cowpena was won by 
Daniel Morgan; other fi gbting in t^e Southern Department, 
during the year, was, in the main, successful to the American 
forces; the juncture was effected wiUi the French fleet under 
De Grasse; Comwallis surrendered October 19. 

The peace negotiations became active. On June 11 the 
misaon to France waa made a commission, with Franklin, 
Jay, Adams, Henry Laurens, and Jefferson as members; but 
Laurens and Jefferson did not B&rve. The commissioners 
were instructed, June 15, to reqiiire recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the United States by Great Britain, as a condi- 
tion of any treaty of peace. 

These volumes have been belated in coming from the press. 
Th^ should have appeared last summer; but, althou^ the 
copy was in the printer's hands in due season, twice the con- 
dition of the library's allotment for printing required the 
postponement of the pubHcation. The delay has been 
productive of some benefit, however, since it has encour- 
aged a further revision of the copy, and the proper placing 
of a few reports which had, at first, eluded identification. 



.y Google 



Prefatory Note n 

As the work pn^resses the editorial difficulties do not 
decrease. The Journal itself becomes meager for the latter 
part (A the year 1781; for some days there are only a few 
lines of entry; but the collateral papers for these dates are 
nimierous, and their identification requires much pains- 
taking comparison and extensive research. The result, 
however, is of such unquestionable historic value that it 
fully repays the time and labor which are extended upon it. 
Gaillahd Hunt 
Chief c^ Division cf JWanuscripte, Editor 

HXEBBRT PUTNAU 

Librarian qf Congress, Jtdy, 1912 
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JOURNALS OF THE 
CONTINENTAL CONGRESS 

1781 

MONDAY, JANUARY i, 1781 

A letter, of December 20, from General Washington, was 
read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, iSi. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

The del^ates for Vii^nia laid before Congress a letter, of 
28, from Colonels Mathews and Febiger, idiich was read; 
Whereupon,' 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Sullivan, 

Resolved, That in the new arrangement of the army it is 
the sense of Congress, that the officers of the continental 
lines, who have been exchanged since the said arrangement, 
or are now in captivity, ought to be considered and arranged 
according to their respective ranks, in the same manner with 
those who have not been prisoners.* 

A letter, of 23 December, from the Board of Wu, was 
read:^ 

Ordered, That It be referred back to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 27 December, from General Washington, and 
a letter of from the pr^ident of the State of New- 

hfunpshire, were read.* 

■ Thu letter ia in the Papen of the Continailal Congrm, No. 152, IZ, ftfio 406. 
It is printed in 7%« Writingt of Wat/dTigton (Ford), IX, 6S. 

* Thia Ultter is in the Papa* oflht ConUnenud Congrat, No. 78, XVI, folio 109. 

* A copy of this resolution, ae an eEtmct from the minutes, is in the Ftqtm d the 
GontiiMnta] CongresB, No. 41, II, folio 174, 

* This lettar is in the Pap»» of (h« ConAnmUd Congtti^ No. 148, 1, folio 266. 

* Washington'a letter is in the Papers of the GondnentAl Congress, No. 152, IX, 
Ufa) 421; the New Hampahira letter, dated December 19, 1780, is in No. 64, foUo 162. 
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The report of the committee on Mr. J. Adams' letter of 23 
August, was called for, and, after debate. 

Ordered, That it be recommitted. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [James] Madison, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Thomas] Bee, 

That 80 much of the letter &om Mr. Adams as relates to 
the probable operations of the enemy agunst the southern 
states be transmitted to the Commander in Chief; and that 
he be informed that it is the desire of Congress that he should 
immediately make such a distribution of the forces under 
his command, including those of our allies under the Count 
de Rochambeau as will most effectually coimteract the views 
of the enemy and support the southern states. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Sharpe, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum, to strike out the latter clause 
from the word "chief" to the end, and on the question, shall 
those words stand, the yeas and nays b^ng reqiuied by Mr. 
[Richard] Howly, 



New Hampshire, 




Virginia, 




Mr. Sullivan, 


no } no 


Mr. Madison, 


Z}- 


MMgachuaetta Bay, 




Bland, 


Mr. Ward, 


no}* 


North Carolina, 




[Rhode Island} 




Mr. Burke, 


no 


Mr. VamuDi, 


no } no- 


Sharpe, 


no no 


OmneetiaU, 




Johnston, 


no 


Mr. Huntington 


ay 


South Carolina, 




Root, 


no no 


Mr. Matheira, 


no 


Woloott, 


no 


Bee, 


ay ay 


New Yori, 




Motte, 


ay 


Mr. Floyd, 


no }no 






PenMyhama, 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 




no/ 


Few, 


□0 ay 


aymer. 


Howly, 


ay 



So it passed in the n^^tive, and the words were struck out. 

It was then moved by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, seconded by Mr. 

[William] Sharpe, to insert, in lieu of the words struck out; 
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"* 'And that he be desired to give his opinion to Congress on the 
expediency of ordering theforcesof his Most Christian Majesty, 
now at Newport in Rhode Island, to take post in Vii^nia." 

Which was agreed to, and on the question, 

Ordered, That so much of the letter from Mr. Adams as 
l^ates to the probable operations of the enemy against the 
southern states be transmitted to the Commander in Chief, 
and that he be deEored to give his opinion to Congress on the 
expediency of ordering the forces of his Most Christian Majesty, 
now at Newport in Rhode Island, to take post in Virginia.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 

That Lieutenant Colonel William Smith be continued as 
sub-inspector with his present rank in the army of the United 
States, to be employed as the Commander in Chief shall 
direct; 

On which, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Tbeodorick] Bland, 



Vew SampaJwe, 




Virginia, 




Mr. SulliTim, 


»y) 


Mr. Madison, 


.y) 

no) 


MiuaaelmsetU Bay, 




Bland, 


Mr.Adsim, 


nol 






W«rd, 


Mr. Burke, 


ay 


Ricde lOand, 




Sharps, 


ay ay 


Mr. Vamum, 


ay} 


Johnaton, 


ay 






SmA Omliiia, 




Mr, Huntington, 


no 


Mr. Mathews, 


z\- 


Boot, 


«y 


Motte, 


Wolcott, 


»y 


Qeoryia, 




Neu> Tori, 




Mr. Walton, 


ay 


Mp. Floyd, 


ay) 


Few, 


ay ay 






Howly, 


ay 




ayl 






Caymer, 


ay) 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

■ AH of the proceeditigfl for this dny on the lett«r ol Hr, Aduna were also entered In 
M mannaciipt Secret (Domestic) Jounul. 
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The committee on the Memorial of W. Peck, and 

The Committee to whom the Memorial of Col Willism Feck was 
referred, b% leave to Report, That there is a Balance due to the 
Bsid Feck of three thousand five hundred and thirty three dolIaiB 
and nineteen ninetieths of a dollar, in specie, b^ng the balance for his 
pay and subsistence while in the service of the United States. Your 
Conmiittee therefore submit the following Resolution, Viz. — 

Resolved, that a warrant issue on Mr Wm Imlay Loan Officer in 
the State of Connecticut, in favor of Col William Peck for three 
thousand five hundred and thirty three dollars and nineteen nine- 
tieths of a dollar in hills of the new emission, or other Money equivap 
lent, in full for the balance of his Accounts,* 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter of credence for 
the hon. J. A[dams] delivered in their several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1781 

The del^ates for the State of Massachusetts Bay laid 
before Congress their credentials, which are in the words 
following : 

State of MAssAOHnBinTS Bat 
In the House of Repreaentatwea Ocf. 4, i780 

Whereas the Honble Samuel Adams, Elbridge Geny, James LoveU, 
Samuel Holten, Oeoi^e Partridge, Artemos Wurd and Timothy 
Danidson, Esquires, are chosen and appi^ted to represent this State 
in the American Congress for one Year, to commence the first day 
of January next ensuing, 

Resolved, That the above named Gentlemen, or any two of them, 
or when more are present in Congress a Major part of them, be and 
they hereby are fully impowered, with the Delegates who are or may 
be ^pointed from the other American States, to Concert, Direct and 
Order such further measures as appear to them best calculated for 
the Establishment of the lUghts, Liberty and Independence of the 
United States of America, upon a Basis permanent and Secure 
against the Power and Art of the Brittish Nation; for prosecuting 

> This report, in the writing o[ Jamee Mitchell Vanium, lain theP(tp«n aftht Conr 
tinenlal Cmgrtu, No. 19, V. 63. It was set aside January 8. 
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tiie present War, concluding Peace, Contracting ADiaucea, Estab- 
lishing Commerce, and guarding against any future Encroachments 
and Machinations of the Enemies of the United States; with Power 
to adjourn to such times and places as shall appear most Conducive 
to the Public Safety and advantage: — And it is hereby injoined, that 
at least four of the said Gentlemen constantly attend on the business 
of their Delegation. 

Sent up for Concurrence 

John Hakcock i^jiit 
In Council Oct^ 4, 1780 

read and concurred 

John Avbet D Secy 
Consented to by tiie Major] ,j, r\ 

PartofthoCoJca) Tru^Copy 

Attest • 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
uoner of the continental loan office in the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, in favour of Mr. G[eoi^] Walton, one of the del^ates 
for the State of Georgia, for twelve thousand dollars old 
emissions, for which the said State of Geoi^a is to be ac- 
countable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Colonel 
William Malcolm, for thirteen thousand four hundred dollars 
old emissions, to defray the expences of four men and five 
horsra in bringing money from Abraham Yates, the loan 
officer of the State of New York, to the continental treasury, 
to be destroyed, who employed the said Colonel Malcolm for 
that purpose and with whom he is to accoimt.' 

TnsAsnBT Office, Decemba- £tst, 1780. 

The Board of Treasury having received a Letter from the Treas- 
urer of Loans dated the 12th Instant mentioning that "as there are 
only two remaining of the four Commissioners appointed to count 

' The (xiginal ia in the Papert of the Cotitmmtal Congreu, Manacbuaetts, Cncki^ 
HaU of DeUfffOa. 
* Hub report is in the Paper* o/f^ Continenlal Ctmgnm, No. 130, V, folio 1. 
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and destroy tiie EmisaionB taken out of circulation — ^He <did not 
think proper to receive the Money of thoee Emissions Mr. Brown 
has brought" — b^ leave to offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That John Shee and Andrew Doz, together with 
the treasurer of louis, be competent to execute the duties 
heretofore ass^ned them, in conjunction with Hugh Mont- 
gomery and Samuel Downe; and that the said John Shee 
and Andrew Doz, with the treasurer of loans, proceed to 
destroy any bills which are or may be transmitted by the 
commissioners of the loan offices to the treasurer of loans, of 
the emifiuons of May 20th, 1777, and April 11th, 1778, called 
out of circulation. 

The Board having taken into consideration the Remonstrance of 
Jonathan Stut^ges on the subject of damages done his Farm by the 
Continental Troops (referred to them by Congress), b% leave to 
Report — 

Resolved, That the consideration of the damages, repre- 
sented by Jonathan Stuiges, to be done his farm by the con- 
tinental troops, be deferred to the close of the present war, 
then to be taken up, in common with others of a similar 
nature, which have been postponed to that period. 

The Board further report; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Abraham Yates, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of New 
York, in favor of Edward Chinn, one of the late commis- 
sion^^ of accoimta at Albany, for five hundred dollars in the 
bills of credit emitted pursuant to the act of Coi^ress of the 
IS of March last, advanced on account of his salary and to 
enable him to pay the contingent expences of hi? present 
office as an itinerant commis»oner of the chambers, and for 
wMch sum he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That loan office certificates of the following 
denominations, bearing an interest of six per cent, per annum, 
be struck imder the direction of the Board of Tree^ury, to be 
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issued to such fortunate adventiuers in the third class as 
may be entitled to and apply for the same; and that the said 
certificates be dated at the time of finishing the drawing of 
the said class, and made payable at the end of five years, viz. 
1 of 30,000 doUars. j 2 of 10,000 dollars. I 200 of 1,000 dollars. 

1 of 20,000 do. 10 of 5,000 do. 1000 of 500 do.» 

2 of 15,000 do. I I 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the letter 
from Kesolve Smith, report, that, in the opinion of the 
Board, it is not only inexpedient but highly improper, at 
this jimcture, to dispose of bills of exchange for the purposes 
pointed out m his letter:' 

Reserved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

Ordered, That on the application of John Fierce, deputy 
paymaster general, for money to enable Captain Brown, of 
Colonel Harrison's raiment of artillery, to join the southern 
army, the following warrants be issued: 

One on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twelve thousand 
three hundred and seventy-five dollars old emissioos. 

One on Thomas Harwood, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Maryland for two thousand six 
hundred and thirty-six dollars in the bills of credit emitted 
pursuant to the act of Congress of the IS of March last (part 
of the bills aforesaid subject to the orders of Congress) for 
whidi sum the said deputy paymaster general is to be 
accountable.' 

Tbeabcbt office, December 19, 1780 

From the letter from Joeeph Clay to the Board of Treaauiy dated 
Hillsborough the 20*'' of November, 1780, the following facts are 
collected: 

That only 1S,000 dollats of the 100,000 dollars sent in bills of 
BzchoDge for the supply of the Southern Army had been sold, and 

' This repwt is in the Paptn of the Ctmtmmlal Cmgrai, No. 136, IV, folio 775. 

» Thia niport ia in the Paptrt of th» CvrdmetOal CongrtM, No, 136, IV, folio 767. 

* This report is in the Paptn qf the Continental Cmgmt, No. 136, IV, folio 7S1. 
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those at the rate of 60 for one only, and as it is to be underBtood from 
the same letter, that do more 'nill be sold for so high a pries, that 
the neceesitiee of the army are such as will compel W Clay to sell 
the bills for any price he may be offered. Upon these facts the 
Board of Treasury submit the following resolution 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan-oflBce for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favor of the paymaater to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for one million dollars, of the old emissions, to be 
by the said paymaster immediately transmitted to Joseph 
C3ay, deputy paymaster general to the southern department: 
that the said Joseph Clay be informed, by the Board of 
Treasury, of the value of bills in this city, and that he be 
directed to forward what bills may be remcuning m his bands 
unsold by return of the escort who takes to him the money 
aforesaid, imless it shall appear to the said pajrmaster for 
the southern department, absolutely necessary to retain a 
part of such bills for indispensable supplies for the said de- 
partment. But at all events the said deputy pajrmaster 
shall return to the Board of Treasury thirteen thousand 
dollars, in bills of exchange, as an equivalent for the million 
of dollars sent him as aforesaid. That upon the return of 
the bills aforesaid to the Board of Treasury, should they 
exceed the equivalent for the million sent, immediate meas- 
ure be taken for the sale of the said bills, and the money 
arising from such sale forwarded to the said Joseph Clay, 
for the use of his department' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Ofpiob Detf. £3^, 1780. 
Sm, 

Enclosed is a letter from Gtenl Knox to Mr Hodgdon D. Com? 
Qen) of Military Stores on the subject of a Sword ordered by Congresa 
for Col Meigs. It is sent to shew the light in which the officers view 
the matters, many similar applications and some more pointed having 

> This report is in the Papen of Iht ContmaOaX Ctmgtttt, No. 136, IV, folio 760. 
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been made. Three or four years ago Col Flower had some swords 
made and shewed them to the Board of War for their approbation, 
but they were conceived to be too badly executed to be presented as 
a token of National approbation and confidence to the gentlemen 
Congress meant to honor and were therefore rejected and never paid 
for by the public as Col Flower informs. It is impossible to gratify the 
wishes of the gentlemen entitled to swords by Kesolutions of Congress 
under our present embarrassments even if they could be manufac- 
tured here with sufficient neatness. It is thearefore proposed that 
eight swords be required in the estimate now going to France. Know- 
ing tiie dehcacy of Congress with respect to asking more in this way 
than was absolutely essential, it is with some diffidence this proposal 
is made; but the officers think themsdves neglected on the one hand, 
and it is impracticable on the other to r^tmove their jealousies by 
domeetic purchases. It is therefore proposed that Congress be 
pleased to direct: 

Ordered, That the Board of War add to the estimate of 
supplies to be imported from Europe, eight plain, but el^ant 
ffllver mounted small swords.^ 

A letter from Colonel Armand was read; Whereupon," 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed, that 
Congreee consent to his permitting Colond Armand to take 
from the line of infantry in the army of the United States, 
when the state and strength thereof will admit, a sufficient 
number of volimteers to complete bis partizan corps for the 
next campaign, provided be be not allowed to take more 
than six men from a regiment.* 

A representation and memorial of Charles Yoimg was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be refrared to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of James Byers was read.* 

■ This report ia in (be Papen ofA» Contmmbd Congrett, No. 147, VI, folio 21, 

* This letter is in the Papen ojihe ConlinenUd Congrtu, No. 164, folio 446. 

* This report ie in the Papert ofOie GmUnmtal Congretl, No. 147, IV, folio 735. 

* Yoong's memorial ia in the Papen oftht Conlmaital Congrta, No. 41, X, folio 72S; 
ttiat <rf Byera is in No. 41, 1, folio 323. 
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A report &om the Board of War, on the letter of J. Laurens, 
was read; Whereupon, 

At a Board of Wab, Jamtary 1, 1781 

Present M' Peters 

Gen' Cornea 
M' Mathewa 

The board have conradered the letter of Lieut Col Laurens on the 
subject of certain engagements into which he entered with a view of 
furnishing a Corps of Blacks to the Southward, and b^ leave to 
inform Congress, that the Board gave orders to the Commissary 
General of Military Stores to procure to be made four hundred Car- 
touch Boxes, and to have repured of the public Arms four hundred 
stands on Lieut Col Laurens's furnishing the money, for the repair of 
the Arms and purchase of the accoutremente, these monies to be re- 
paid him when the public circumstajiceB would admit. That in conse- 
qu^ce of the orders and in a private engagement from Col Laurens 
to him M' Hodgdon procured to be made tmd repaired four hundred 
Cartouch Boxes and the hke number of stands of Arms for the pay- 
ment whereof W Hodgdon pledged himself to the workmen who have 
made and repaired the Arms and accoutremente and having per- 
formed their part of the contract now most importunately press 
M' Hodgdon for payment which he has no means of doing consistent 
with other demands of the department. 

That the clothing agreed for by Col Laurens stated in his letter 
appears to be contracted for at reasonable prices and in the opinion 
of the Board it ou^t to be taken for the public use it being much 
wanted. 

The following resolution is therefore submitted: 

Ordered, That bills of exchange, to the amount of three 
thousand seven hundred dollars, be put into the bands of 
the paymaster of the Board of War and Ordnance, for the 
purpose of enabling the sud Board to take for public use, a 
number of cartouch boxes and a quantity of cloathing, con- 
tracted for by Lieutenant Colonel Laurens, and to pay for 
the repairs of a number of arms, for which Colonel Laurens 
became engaged.' 

I Thia report is in tbe Papert of At Cimiintnial Congnn, No. 166, folio 2S. 



lyGoogle 



January, 1781 11 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabo op War, Deeen^her £6, 1780 

Present Mi Peteis 
Gen' Ward 

The Board of War b^ leave to report the following Additional 
Regulations for the Clothing Department — 

That the Clothier General lay before the Board of War from time 
to time, estimates of the number, species and quantities of Articles 
of Clothing necessary to be procured from Europe or purchased 
within these States for the use of the Troops, and on such estimates 
being allowed, and the articles to be procured by domestic purchases 
specified by the sud Board, orders shall issue from the Clothier 
General to the Agent Clothiers for making the purchases in such 
places as the said Board shall direct — 

That there be three Agent Oothieis appointed by tiie Board of 
War — one to reside in tiie Eastern — another in the Middle — and 
another in the Southern District or Division of the United States, 
whose duty it shall be to purchase and make up all such articles of 
clothing aa shall be directed by the Clothier General with the con- 
currence of the Board of War and transmit the same, to such places 
as shall be pointed out by the said Board or the Commander in Chief. 
All Articles of clothing imp(»ted from Europe to be also received and 
where necessary mede up and forwarded by the said Ag^it Clothiers — 

That all monies for purchasing articles of clothing, and theexpences 
attending the making, storing or forwarding the same shall be sup- 
plied by the Treasury Board to the Clothier General on estimat«8 
allowed by the Board of War, and by him transmitted to the Agents 
in t^e proportions allotted to them respectively by the said Board. 

That the Board of War in conjunction with the Commander in 
Chief shall appoint proper places for the receipts and issues of all 
clothing, and order persons to be there stationed under the direction 
of the Clothier General, to whom shall be transmitted by the Agent 
Clothiers respectively exact Invoices of all clothing imported and 
received and forwarded by them — and of such articles as are pur- 
chased within these States an account of Quantities Species and 
Price*. Invoices shall also accompany every parcel ctf clothing sent 
to the places of Deposit, and Duplicates of the whole should be trans- 
mitted to the Boanl of War, that a judgment may be formed of the 
prices given, and (^ the quality of articles imported or purchased — 
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and for this purpose, all articles coining into the hands of the Clothier 
General or of any of his Deputies or ABsistante stationed at the places 
o( Deposit shall be compared by them with the Invoices and the 
quality thereof shall be examined, and if the prices are exorbitant or 
the articles bad in kind, or if there shall be any Deficienciea, the same 
shall be represented to the Board of War to enable them to make a 
proper investigation into the conduct of the punJiaaing Agents, or if 
the Deficiencies happen in the Articles imported from abroad, or the 
same shall be of bad quality, the necessaiy information may be given 
to Congress on the subject^ 

That the Clothier General keep up a regular correspondence with 
the said Clothing Agents, so as to be constantly informed of the state 
of their business and to be enabled to give information from time to 
time to the Board of War of all the material transactions and pros- 
pects of the said Agecata, who are hereby required duly to inform the 
Clothier General of every material occurrence in the course of thmr 
business and to make to him monthly returns of all articles received, 
purchased, forwarded or remaining on hand, which returns shall be 
by the Clothier General drawn into one general return and trans- 
mitted monthly with the other returns of his Department to the 
Board of War and the Commander in Chief. 

"Diat for transacting the whole business of receiving, purdiaaing 
and making up all articles of clothing passing through their hands 
reepectivedy each of the said Agent Clothiers receive a Salaiy of 
Dollars per annum in specie or bills of the new emissions. 

That tiie said Agent Clothiers shall have so many assistants and 
clerks as the Board of War shall deem necessary, and the salary of an 
assistant shall be DoUars, and that of a clerk Dollars 

per month in specie or bills of the new emissions. The Clothier 
General for transacting the business herein prescribed, shall if it be 
deemed necessaiy by the said Board have additional assistants and 
clerks at the monthly pay before mentioned. 

That the Quarter Master General and his deputies in the several 
States shall, on the requisitions of the said Agent Clothiers respec- 
tively, furnish tJie means of transportation of aU articles of Clothing 
from the places where imported, received or purchased to the places ' 
of deposit ; and careful Waggon Masters or Conductors to be appointed 
by the Quarter Master General or some of his Deputies shall proceed 
with the clothing, who shall be answerable for all deficiencies on the 
road unless they shall be able to show that the same happened by 
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UDBTtndable acddeut, and not thro' their misconduct or want of 
attention. 

That in cases of injurieB or deficiencies happening in the transpoiv 
tation of Clothing, the Clothier stationed at the Magazine or place of 
Deposit shall represent the matter to the nearest commanding Officer 
of the Troopa of the United States, that the Waggon Master or Con- 
ductor having had charge of the clothing so damaged or deficient may 
be arraated and tried by a Court Martial, and if found guilty compelled 
to restore the goods lost, or their value, or make satisfaction for 
Damages accrued through his negligence or mismanagement, or be 
punished according to the nature of the ofTence, by judgment of the 
Court Martial. 

That if at any time it shall be necessary to make puivhases of Arms, 
Ammunition or other Articles in the Ordnance Department, the same 
shall be made under the direction of the Board of War and Ordnance, 
by the persons appointed Agent Clothiers without any additional 
ezpence to the United States, for their trouble in making such Pur- 
chases.^ 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on the cloath- 
ing department be re-conmutted, and that the report of the 
Board of War now read be referred to the said committee. 

The committee sent to camp delivered in their accounts; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasmy. 

Ordered, That the petition of P. January be referred to a 
committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [John] With- 
Kspoon fl-nH Jfr. [William] Sharpe. 

The committee to whom was referred the menuHial of Lee 
and Jones delivered in th^ report. 

The Conmiittee to whom was referred the letter from Arthur 
Lee, Esqf, of the 7th of December, report further: 

That they have had under consideration the fifth, sixth, seventh, 
dghth and mntb Pangraphs of the said letter relating to the Coo- 
duct and Connections of the Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of 

■ nds report is in the Paper* of Oh Ctmtinerttai Congrtu, No. 147, IV, folio 767. A 
GOjiy ifl on tolio 761. A "PUm for i^ulatiogtlte clothing department" is on folio 777. 
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Versailles, and of the officers and agents of the United States acting 
under his orders in France; 

That they have endeavored to obtain the most impartiBl Testi- 
mony relative to the causes of detention of the Cloathing and Sup- 
plies obtained £rom that Court, and the Proceedings of the agents 
and officers abroad, of which the following is an authentic state of 
facts in the opinion of your Committee: 

Vide the letter from the Marquis de la Fayette on that subject 
addressed to the Committee, No. 1. 

Vide Mr. Brown's Evidence, No. 2. 

Vide Cap! Truxon's Evidence, No. 3. 

^de Capt Sftuter's Evidence, No. 4. 

Whereupon, your Committee report it as their ofnmon that a day 
be appointed to take the sense of Congress whether D^ Franklin, 
Minister Plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles, shall be recalled.* 

Wae Offiob Ve<f. £9* 1780 
Sm, 

The detachment of the Artillery Artificers who were stationed in 
Philadelphia have marched to Carlisle agreeable to the direction of 
Congress, but whether there is a sufficient stock of provisions at that 
post yet remains a doubt, particularly as to the article of meat. 

The Board have done evei? thing in their power to have supplies 
at the post, and if any disappointments happen, they hope they shall 
not be deemed respon«bIe. If money and provisions can be fiuv 
nished these men will be usefully employed, if not they will be a 
burthen to the public, and what is most alarming, the Army will 
want their Ordnance supplies. 

The affairs at Springfield remain in the most deranged situation. 
A Mf Hiller who is strongly recommended to the Board as a capable 
person, is appointed Commissary of Military Stores, and is int^ded 
to take charge of the buaness at Springfield; but his instructions are 
delayed on account of the report of the Board respecting the pay of 
the department not being acted on by Congress. 

The season is far advanced and the preparations so essentially 
necessary for the next Campaign are still delayed. Every day lost 
at this period will be regretted at the opening of the Campaign and 
therefore it is hoped Congress will excuse the Board for pressing a 

■ See Ante Vol. XVIII, p. 1114. IUb leport, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, 
is in Qie Paper* of the Contiiunlal Congrtu, No. 19, III, folio 513. The indoraement 
mja: "Bead Jmy. 2, I78I. Aiignat 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." 
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determination on the report before mentioned, and also repeating 
their request, Uiat a sum of money agreeable to estimate, may be 
furnished the Commissaiy General of Military Stores, to enable him 
to proceed on the duties of his department. The estimate made by 
the Conunissaiy General amounts to £51,230 in Specie, but if half 
that sum could be speedily funuBhed, and bo much of the remainder 
as the Board shall deem absolutely essential be supplied in the course 
of a few months, the business would emerge from its present languid 
state, and the Department rendered useful to the public* 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Doctor William Shippen, director 
genra^ of the hospital, was read, requesting leave to resign: ' 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

Two papers, signed Patrick Garvey, were laid before 
Congress and read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Medical Com- 
mittee. 

A letter, of this day, from the bon^'* J. Laurens, was read. 

A letter, of 2, from A. Lee, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be rrferred to the Board of Treaaury. 

The del^ates of Virginia laid before Congress a me- 
morial to than from Major C. Holmer: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

A letter from James McComb was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five. 

> This teport is ia tlie Papen of the Continental Congrai, No. 147, VI, folio 13. It 
WM read on this dajr, aa tbe indorsement indicatoe. 

* Thie letter is in tfae Papen of the Continental Congnu, No. 78, XXI, folio 1. 

■ lAurena' letter ia in the Papers of the CoTttinental Congreta, No. 166, folio 37; it ia 
^int«d in the Diplomatic Comrponienet pf Ote RevolvHtm (Whaiton) IV, 22IS. Lee'a 
latteriain the Paper* o/t;^C(>nttn«ntaICbnprew, No. 73, XIV, folio 401. 

* Thia memorial is in the Papen q/'tA< Conhn«ntaf Con^eu, No. 41, IV, folio 163. 
*Thia letter is in the Papen q^lA« Continmtai Congrm, No. 76, xVl, folio 117. 
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The members, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [Jesse] Hoot, Mr. 
[John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Thomasl McKean, Rfr. [Geoi^] 
Clymer. 

Ordered^ That the comnuttee on the letter, of October 30, 
from the Board of War, be discharged, and that the said 
letter, with the papers enclosed, be referred to the Board of 
War. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the committee on 
the letter, of November 19, from Major General Greene, in 
the room of Mr. [Ezekiel] Cornell. 

The m^uber, Mr. [Artemas] Ward. 

A letter and memori^, from John Ross, were read, with 
a copy of his account against the United States: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury to Uquidate the account and devise ways and 
means for paying the balance due to him. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read: 

Ordered, That on the appUcation of Mr. [William] Few, 
a del^ate for the State of Geoigia, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan oflSce for the State of Pen^lvania, for fifteen thousand 
dollars old emissions, for which the s^d State of Georgia is 
to be accountable. 

TbB Board having taken into consideration the Memoriai of Hemy 
G«ger of the 20"' of December 1780 (referred to them by Congress) 
beg leave to report: 

That the Memorialist appears to be in the same atuation with 
numbers of others, who furnished supplies to General Lincoln for the 
Southern Axmy, in payment of which they received his draughts on 
tlie President of Congress. 

That the State of the Treasury is such at present as not to admit of 
the payment of ihm6 drafts in money.' 

' Thia letter uid memoritd are in the Paper* of tiie Continental Cangnu, No. 41, 
VIII, folioB 2S0 and 284. 

■ This nptat ia in the Papen ofHu Omtmmlol Confnti, No. 136, V, folio 3. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
October 13 &om Biigadier J. Reed, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That for the future, Brigadier General James 
Reed receive the emoluments of officers retiring from service 
by virtue of the resolutions of Congress on that subject; and 
that it be reconunended to the executive of the State of New 
Hampshire to make up to him the depreciation of his pay 
from the time of his appointment to this day; and to pay 
him in future, on account of the United States, the sum he 
is entitled to receive, from time to time, by virtue of the sfud 
resolutions.^ 

Congress took into con«deration the draft of the lett^ 
of credence for the hon'*'' J. Adams, which was agreed to. 
The committee appointed to prepare letters of cre- 
dence to the honourable J. Adams reported drafts which 
were agreed to as follows : ' 
To their High Mightineasee the States General of the 
United Netherlands. 

HIGH AND MIQHTT LOBDS, 

The United States of North America in Congress 
assembled, impressed with a high sense of the wisdom 
and magnanimity of your High Mightinesses, and of 
your inviolable attachments to the rights and liberties 
of mankind, and being deorous of cultivating the 
friraidship of a nation eminent for its wisdom, justice 
and moderation, have appointed the honourable John 
Adams, late a dd^ate in Congress from the State of 
Massachusetts, and a member of the council of that 
State, to be their minist^ plenipotentiary to reside 

* A cop3 of thia iwoIvq ia in Uie Paper* of the ConUnaOal Congreu, No. 78, XXI, 
folio 125. The fiovd of War's report, dated Januai? 2, Is in No. 147, VI, folio 29. 

* This report is entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign ASaits. A 
copjr of the flnt letter in Thonuon's hand, is in the Papen of the Cimtinmtal CoTf 
fnm, No. 19, 1, folio 17, and ol the one to the Prince of Orange in No. 25, 1, folio 267 . 
The letter to the Prince of Orange is printed in the XHphnuttie Corretpotidmee of Of 
JiMofcittoii (Wharbm) IT, 225. 
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near you, that he may give you more particular aasur- 

ances of the great respect they entratain for your H^ 

Mightinesses. We beseech your High Mightinesses to 

give entire credit to every thing which our said minister 

shall deliver on our part, especially when he shall 

assure you of the »ncerity of our friendship and r^ard. 

We pray God to keep your High Mightiness^ in his 

holy protection. 

Done at Philadelphia, this third day of January, in 

the year of our Lord, 1781, and in the fifth year 

of oiu" Independence. By the United States of 

America. Your Friends, 

S. HuNnNQTON, PresiderU. 
Attest 

Ch. Thomson, Setfy.^ 
To His Most Serene Hi^mess the Prince of Orange. 

HIGH AND SERENE PBINCE, 

The United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, impressed with a deep sense of your wisdom and 
magnanimity, and being desirous of cultivating the 

' A dnft of this letter, bHh« writing ot J fmeVMot,iBia (he Paper* of AeContbtentat 
CongrtM, No. 19, 1, folio 9, utd is u followa: 
High Mill Mighty Locda: 

The thirteen united States of Nwth America in Cfrngrees assembled impressed with 
a high sense of the Wisdom and magnanimity of your high Hightiaesses and of your 
inviolable attachment to the rights and liberties of mankind — and willing to testify 
OUT approbation of th« regulations adopted by your hi^ Uightinenee for protecting 
the freedom of Commerce and the Rights of nations — Have appointed tiie Hon^ 
J(An Adams Esqr late a Delegate in Congress from the State of Maoachusetts bay and 
K member of the Council of said State, our minister plenipotentiary at your Court 
that he may give more particular ssunuicee (A the great respect which we entertain 
(or your h^h Mightineeees and <A our eameit desire to cultivate tnendHhip and to 
enter into a treaty of Commerce with a power eminent for its wisdom justice and 
modeistitm on terms of equality and reciprocity — 

We beseech your H. M. to give entire credit to everything which our oaid Minister 
shall deliver on our part especially when he ahall a»ure you of the sincerity of our 
friendship. 

We pray God to keep your H. M. in his holy protection 

Done by the 13 united States of North America assembled in Congress at FhiU- 
ddpbia the Day of 
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friendsbdp of your H^hness, and of the seven United 
Provinces of the Netherlands, who have ever distin- 
guished themselves by an inviolable attachment to 
freedom and the i^hts of nations, have appointed the 
honourable John Adams, late a del^ate in Congress 
from the State of Massachusetts, and a member of the 
council of that State, to be their minister plenipoten- 
tiary at your Court, that he may give you more particu- 
lar assurances of the great respect they entertain tor 
yotu" Highness and for the people over whom you pre- 
side as Stadtholder. We beseech your Highness to 
pve entire credit to every thing which our said min- 
ister shall deliver on our part, especially when he shall 
assure you of the smcerity of our friendship and r^ard. 
We pray God to keep your Highness in his holy pro- 
tection. 
Done at Philadelphia, &o. 
Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the petition from Thomas Lee and John CofSn 
Jones; and thereupon. 

The Committee appointed to consider the petition of Thomas Lee 
and John Coffin Jones Report, 

That it appears to your Committee that on the 13*^ day of January 
1780, Messrs. Otis and Henley Agent Clothiers, under the Board of 
War, made a certain contract with the said Lee and Jones for a 
quantity of Clothing for the anny. That the Board of War upon 
being informed thereof, decUned confirming the Contract only from 
an apprehension that they should not be able to make payment; but 
adTised that the matter should be laid before Coi^ress. That Con- 
gress considered the same in last and adopted the contract and 

ordered payment to be made acoorcUngly. That the Contract has 
afforded a laige Eupply of clothing for tJie anny this winter. The 
time of payment has expired near ax months ago. Messrs Otis and 
Henley became personally responsible and the Credit of Messrs. Lee 
and Jones as merchants is at stoke. 
Tour Ccmunittee therefore submit the foUowing resolution, 
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Resolved, That the Board of Treasuiy be, and hereby are 
directed to draw bills of exchange in favour of the said 
Joseph Ooiploton poiymaato? t i > tho Bo t ttd -e l W a j Lee and 
Jones, at «x months sight, upon the Hon. John Adams, for 
the full amount of the balance, principal and interest, due 
on the contract made with them for a quantity of cloathing 
for the wrmy, by Otis and Henly, in behalf of the United 
States, on the 13th January, 1780, to be delivered to the said 
Otis and Henly, and for which they are to be accountable.' 

SIX o'clock 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the supreme executive of the State of Pensylvania, on 
the subject matt^ of the inteUigence received this day. 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [John] Wither^ 
spoon and Mr. [John] Mathews.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. JANUARY 4, 1781 

A letter, of December 8, from John Boreman; and 
A letter, of November 29, from Doctor Forster to the 
Medical Committee, were read:' 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wae JanX 3^ 1781 
Present 

}&£ Peters, Gen' Ward, Qen' Cornell 
The Board beg leave to inform Congress that they have for some 
time past been in the practice of drawing warrants on the Paymaster 
' This lepwt, in the viidng of William Floyd, ia in the Papen ^f tht CaatmaOal 
CongrtM, No. 19, III, foUo 623. 

> A letter of December 20, 1780, from the Govenior of Uavftchiuetts, was read on 
thisday,accOT<Iiiig totheindonemrat. It itia Vta Paper* of the Continental Congrttt, 
No. 6£, I, folio 472. 

• Boreman'a letter ia in the Paper* of the Continental Congnu, No. 78, IV, folio 61; 
Foflter'sisin No. 78, IX, folio 4S1. 
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Qeneral in favor of officers who chance to be in the t^ty, and as the 
Board find by experience, that this practice ia the source of a Tariety 
of eTils, they submit the following report. 

Ordered^ That the Board of War draw no warranta on the 
paymaster general, except for the invalid r^ment, and 
the r^ments of artificers in the department of the com- 
missary general of military stores, until the farther order 
of Congress.^ 

The committee to whom Yiaa referred the memorial of 
Peter Janiiary delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of Peter 
January b^ leave to report 

That they have received full satisfaction as to the character of 
Mr January and his attachment to the cause of America, as also to 
the truth of the facts set forth in his Petition and therefore propose 
the following Iles(dution. 

Resolved, That a passport be ^ven to Peter January to 
enable him to go to Groat Britain ' -ea* Ireland and to bring 
his property from thence to America, he finding security to 
engage in no trade further than what is necessary to the 
transportation of his property now in that kingdom." 

The committee on the letter from James McCombe deliv- 
ered in a report, which, being read, was re-committed. 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of James McComb 
Clothier of the State of New Jersey, report the following resolution. 

That the Treasury Board be directed to draw bills on in 

favor of said James McComb to the amount of twelve hundred pounds 

1 lliJB report IB in the Fapert of the ContiRtntid Congrat, No. 147, VI, folio 36. 

'lliiB iwdutton wu aJw entered in the m&nuacript Secret (DomeBtic) JounuJ. 
Tba report, in the writing at Theodcrick Bland, is in the Paptn oj the Qonimtntal 
Omgnm, No. 19, in, folio 279. 
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ateriing at days agbt for which the State c^ New Jersey is to 

be accountable.* 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boasd of Wak Jan* 4*^ 1781 

Mr Peters Gen! Ward Gent Cornell 
The Board having received an application from Comet Brayman? 
praying leave to resign his commission and requestitg a sum of 
money to enable him to return to France and it appearing that he 
has a balance due him of three hundred dollars of the new emissions 
for his pay and depreciation, the Board beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That the resignation of Comet Braynums, of 
Colonel Armand's corps, be accepted: that the Board of 
Treasury report a warrant in favour of Comet Braymans, 
for three hundred dollars, of the new emisaona, in full for 
his pay, depreciation, and every other clum he may have 
agwnst the United States as an officer.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office; Whereupon, 

The Committee on the Post Office to whom was r^erred the 
letter [from] Mr. Bache, postmaster general, of the IS"* inst. beg 
leave to submit the foUowing resolution: 

Revived, That so much of the act of the 12th of December 
last, for r^ulatii^ the Post Office, as directs ' 'that for the 
future the pay of post-riders be double the sum th^^ received 

' This report, in the mitiiig of Jteae Soot, ia in the Paper* tf ^ Cvnixnei^Uil Qm- 
grt»i. No. 19, IV, folio II. Another draft of the report, sbo in the miting of Jesse 
Root, undated, is in No. 36, IV, folio 497, as follows: 

The Committee to whom wu lelened the letter of Tames HcOomb Qlothier of the 
State of New Jersey Report That Qiey have considered mid letter — find that the line 
of the army belonging to that State are in distress for want of Cloathing and that the 
agent of said State I^borB under particular difficulties in procuring the same immedi- 
ady; thereupon submit the following reeolutiona viat 

That the Boftrd of Treasury deliver to the Board of War Billa of Exchange on IR 
I'nmhlin to the amount of twelve hundred pounds sterling to be applied to the pur- 
chasing of Clothing for this use and that the Board of War deliver to the said James 
McComb Clothing for the use of sud State to the amount of the aforesaid mim as soon 
as the same be procured upon his paying for them to the Board of War. 

' This report is in the i*apcn o/tA« ConSxnmtal Oanffrsit, No. 147, VI, fi^ 89. 
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before the present war," be suspended until further order of 
Congress.^ 

Congre£B took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the petition of M. M'Connell, &c. and others, under 
amilar circumstances, wherein it b represented. 

The Committee to whom waa referred the petition of M*Coimel 
Taggut, &c, with other cases under ^milar circumstances, Report — 

That the reeolution of the 25^ of FeV last referred to in the resolu- 
tion of the 26''' of August last respects only the prices at which the 
several States should be credited for the specific supplies exclusive 
of the cost of transportation — and doth not with Justice apply to 
individuals in all casee — 

That the petitioners, in the sunmier past, had, in the 
vicinity of the army near West Point, a quantity of rum, &c. 
which they had transported thither at their own exp^ce 
tram a considerable distance; that by order of the com- 
m&nding officer at West Point, some of the nun, &c. was 
received upon special contract, and some was tal^n without 
any particular contract, for the use of the ^irrison; that the 
price agreed for is no more than the current price at that 
time in that place, uid not greatly exceeding the price fixed 
by the resolution of the 25 February, after deducting the 
chaises of transportation: that cases such as these, being 
singularly circumstanced) ought not to be confined to the 
■ rule prescribed in the resolution of the 26 August: Whae- 
upon, 

Resolved, That the cases above referred to, and others 
under mmilar circumstances, where supplies have been fur^ 
lUshed by individuals for the use of the army, upon particular 
contracts, be settled and paid agreeably to such contracts, 
mftlring good the depreciation; and that where such supplies 
are taken without any particular contract, they be settled 

■ This report is in the Paper* of the Coniinerdal Congrett, No. 61, folio 4S5. It was 
deliTored December 22, 17S0, aa the indonemeut shorn. 
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and p^d according to their just value, to be estimated by 
the current price of such articles at the time and place, when 
and where t^ken, with the depreciation, to be calculated in 
both cases by the rules established for that purpose.* 

The committee appointed to confer with the managerB of 
the Bank laid before Congress "An Account of the first 
payment received on the loan subscription" : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy to 
devise ways and means of repayii^ the same to the managers 
of the bank. 

A letter from Abraham Skinner, with sundiy papers, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 
Mr. [TOJliam] Sharpe. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That fifty thousand dollars of the old emissions 
be furnished to. Colonel Miles, Deputy Quartermaster for the 
State of Pennsylvania, for the purpose of supplying Captain 
Brown, of Hanison's raiment of artiUeiy, with monies to 
bear the extra expences of a niunber of waggons under his 
chaige on their way to the southern army.* 

Adjoiu-ned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' This lepcst, in th« writing d Jesse Boot, is in the Pap«r» of tht ContinmitU Om- 
grtu, No. 19, IV, (olio 13. A copy of the repcvt from the Xoumal ia in No. 42, VII, 
foUo414. 

* This account is in the Paper* qfOte Continental Congreu, No. 34, folio 207. 
■ Thifl letter is in the Papav of the Contmrntal Cmgnn, No. 53, folio 149. 

* Thia report is in the Papvt of the CvrOmenial Congreu, No. 147, VI, folio SI. 

A remonitiance of the Legialative Council ftnd Geneial ti mnmhly <d New Jersey, 
of January 3, againirt the nle of landH by Virginia was preeent«d on this or an »pproz- 
faute date. It is in the Papers qflie QmiinentiU Congreu, No. 68, folio 665. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 5, 1781 

A letter, of 4, from John Wharton, one of the navy board 
of the middle district, was read, desiring leave to resign; 

Orderedf That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of 4, &om John Sandford Dart, was read, accept- 
ing the office of auditor to the southern army.' 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed on the 3d instant to confer with the supreme 
executive of the State of Pensylvania, on the subject matter 
of the intelligence received that day; and that the said com- 
mittee be instructed to act in conc^ with the said executive, 
and fully empowered to take such measures as may appear 
necessary to quiet the disturbances in the Pensylvania line: 

The members added, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee and Mr. 
[Theodoriek] Bland. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favour of the committee 
aforesaid on Thomas Smith, commisaoner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twenty-five 
thousand dollars, for defraying their expences. 

The comuuttee to whom was re-committed their report 
on the letter of James McComb brought in another report; 
Whereupon, 

Revived, That bills of exchange on the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of these United States at the Court of Versailles 
for twelve hundred poimds sterling, payable at 90 days 
Kght, be prepared by the Board of Treisury and delivered 
to the Board of War, and negotiated for purchasing under 
their direction cloathing for the Jersey line.' 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasury of the 
State of New Jersey in favour of John Pierce, deputy pay- 
master, for £S009 five thousand dollars of the new emissions 

> Whftrton'a letter is in the Paper* of 1A« CanHnmiia Congm*, No. 78, XXIV, folio 
293; Dwt'i letter is in No. 78, VII, foHo 823. 
* Hub raoohitkn waa also eatwed in the manuscript Secret (Domestic) JounuL 
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agreed to be advanced by the said State tovnuids the pay of - 

the army. 
A letter, of 26 December, from P. Schuyler, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The CoDunittee to whom was referred the Petition of George 

Fisher late of the City of New York biscuit baker, Report. 

That preeunuJQg that Congress intended by the resolutions of the 
26^ of August last to give relief to all who have furnished supplies 
for the war and who have suffered by the depreciation of the paper 
currency, as well on settled as unsettled accounts, your Conunittee 
are of opinion, That the FetiUonw is entitled to tiie relief provided 
by the sud resolution if upon a resettlement it shall appear thai 
payments have not been duly made, and in order that all creditors 
on settled as well as unsettled accounts may be enabled to obtain 
such liquidations of their respective accounts as will enable them to 
avail themselves of the relief provided by the sud resolutions of the 
26*^ of August last, your Committee submit that it be, 

BettHoed, TixaA all aceonnts of creditors to the United States who 
have furnished supplies for the Army, at for the temsportation 
thereof which have been settled may be resettled Itgreeably to the 
rules laid down in the resolution of ^e 26? of August last, and that 
all such creditors whose accounts shall be so resettled be entitled to 
the relief provided by the said resolution.* 

Congress took mto consido^tion the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of Geoi^ Ilsher, and it appearing 
that the said George Fisher served as a baker to the army 
of these States in the years 1777, 1778 and 1779, and in the 
course of his business borrowed lai^ sums of money to pur- 
chase flour which he baked into bread and delivered to the 
army; that, upon the settlement of his accoimts with the 
commissary in December, 1779, he was allowed only the 
nominid sums advanced by him as aforesaid, which he re- 

' !%« mpart on HcOomb'i letter, in the writiiig of Junes Diune, is in tli« Paper* of 
the Cotatnmial Cmgrtit, Ko. 19, IV, folio 9. Sdiuyler's letter is in No. 163, HI, 
folio 689. 

* This tepot%, in the vriting ol Thomas Burke, is in the Papert of the Cotittmntal 
CbnfrreH, No. 19, II, folio 281. 
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c^ved in May, 1780; and that the sums borrowed and 
applied as aforesaid are still due and must be ptud according 
to the value at the time of borrowing them, making good 
the depreciation; Whereupon, 

Revived, That the settlement of the accounts of Gecffge 
Fisher aforesaid be revised and settled by the commissary 
according to the resolution of the 26 of August last.' 

The committee to whom were referred the letter of Abra- 
ham Skinner, conunissary of piisoners, and other papers 
relative to the treatment of prisoners in the hands of the 
enemy, delivered in a report as follows: 

* That notwithstanding every effort of Congress to obtain 
for our people, prisoners in the hands of the enemy, that 
treatment which humanity alone should have dictated, the 
British commanders, immindful of the tenderness exercised 
towards their men, prisoners in our hands, and regardless of 
the practice of civilized nations, have persisted in treating 
ova people, prisoners to them, with every species of insult, 
outrage and cruelty. Officera and men are indiscrimiiiatcfy 
thrown into the bold of prison-ships and Into loathsome 
dungeons, and there deprived of fuel and the common neces- 
saries of life, by which means many of the citizens of these 
states have been compelled to enter into th^ service, to 
avoid those distresses which a conduct so contrary to the 
law of na&ons had brought upon them. Our seamen taken 
upon the American coast, have been sent to Great Britain, 
and other parts beyond seas, to prevent their being ex- 
changed, or to force them to take arms against their native 
country: that in the opinion of the committee, an exercise 
of the law of retaliation has become necessary, as a justice 

' Hub and the prec«diDg pongiaph are based upon a leport in the writing of Jgbbo 
Boot^ in the Papen of &e Continental Cvngnu, No. 19, II, folio 28S. A copy, M an 
coctact from the miuutee, is in No. 138, 1, folio 479. 
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due to those citizens of America whom the fortune of war haa 
thrown mto the power of oixc eaony; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That copies of the letter of Mr. A. Skinner, and 
the other papers referred, be transmitted to the Commander 
in Chief, and that he be directed to enquire into the manner 
in which our people who are prisoners, are treated by the 
enemy, and that he ^ve immediate orders to the command- 
ing officers at the different posts to take particular care that 
the British prisoners receive the same allowance and treat- 
ment, in every respect, as our people, who are prisoners^ 
receive from the enemy. 

Bc fl olyod^ Tbo t- i t- b e- roewnMODdod - to - tfte -fleffew J - tmd - wiBp e e t iT a 
^Eewrti yo a to - oopfip e-ft ll - Britiflh ■B C ft- offl e oF S-ft Bd -fl o a PMat - in - prioon nhip a 
w^ in owmnongool B a nd oFd e p - ^wm the n a m e ollowane e of prDTioiona 
aa d -t h ft Ba me - troatonont in e yo^ - fC B p e et o a oo^ a o a- offlo a m a nd ocomoa 
Ta owofr a m - tho Britaah. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective execu- 
tives to take effectual measures for carrying into execution 
the act of Congress of the 13*^ of January, 1780, respecting 
prisoners taken by the gabjoota citizens, troops or ships of 
particular states: 

That the Board of Admiralty issue orders not to exchange 
B«v«fti«d &^y British sea officer or seaman, until the enemy 
tiMMnj ntk. gjjg^jj iiave retiuned to some of their garrisons in 
America, such seamen as they have taken upon the Ameri- 
can coast, and sent to Great Britain, or other parts beyond 
sea: and that the Board of War and Board of Admiralty 
give orders for continuing the treatment of prisoners as here- 
in directed, until they receive orders to the contrary from 
Congress or the Commander in Chief." ' 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed to report a proper compensation to the staff of 

' This rep<»t, in the writing of John SnUivao, b in th« Papen of the Oimiauntal 
Congreu, No. 19, V, folios 337 and 339. 
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the army in consequence of the depreciation of the currency, 
in the room of Mr. [Samuel] Holten and Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Peabody, who are abeent. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Duane and Mr. [Jesse] 
Eoot. 

The del^ates for Massachusetts laid before Congress 
instructions from their constituents: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the foregob^ comr 
mittee. 

A memorial of Captain John Williamson waa read: ' 

Ordered, That it be r^erred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The Commercial Ck)imiuttee to whom was referred the letter of 
Baron d'Arendt to Congress, report as follows, 

That tiiey have had the same under consideration, and that from 
Baron d'Arendt'a assm^nces, as well as from authentic tastimonials, 
they have every reason to conclude he is relied upon by the Court of 
Beriin for informations, respecting the trade and productions of these 
United States; with a view to discover how tar the subjects of the 
king of Prusaia might derive benefit from a commercial intercourse 

with UB. 

Hiat altho' the points he hath submitted to your Committee may 
be conffldered rather as questions respecting the ordinary channel 
and modes of commerce, or matter connected therewith, capable of 
answer by private enquiry than as propositions for the judgment 
and determination of Congress. Yet they are of opinion it will appear, 
from the nature of Baron d'Arendt's agency, that the king of Prussia 
has evidenced an attention to the affairs and circumstances of America 
which as it may lead to important consequences, should not be 
suffered to pass by unnoticed. They therefore submit the following 
resolutions. 

Besoloed, That Coogrees approve of Baron d'Arendt's collecting 
the best information possible respecting the trade of America, and 
the beat mode of opening and carrying on commerce between the 
dtizens of these United States and the subjects of his Prussian 
Uajeety. Resolved, That Congress do in the name of these United 

*Tl)eeeiiistnictioiuara!nthePapcno/tlk«Omtin<ntaI Congnti, No. 65, 1, folio 468. 

* Thk memoiul is in Iha Papat qflie GonHMHtai Gongnti, No. 41, X, folio 634. 
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States, publish and declare that it ia their sincere deeire to cultivate 
uiUTersal peace and fnendship, and to promote a mutual exchange of 
the blessings of Conmierce with all nations upon princq>lM of justice, 
equality and reciprocal advantage.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1781 

A letter, of 4, from Major General St. Oair, and 

A letter, of 5th, &om his excellency, J. Reed, were read.^ 

A letter from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab JanX fff 1781 
Present IS^ Peters. 

Qen! Cornell 
The Board having considered the last paragraph of the enclosed 
letter from Qen! Washington, b% leave to report: 

Resolved, That Ignatius Penet be appointed a lieutenant 
in Colonel Armand's partizan corps." 

A lett^, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
which being referred to a committee, the said committee 
brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan o£6ce for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of the commissaiy general of military 
stores, for fifty thousand dollars of the old emissions, to be 
applied as the Board of War shall direct, for which the said 
commissary general is to be accountable.* 

The conunittee to whom was referred the letter of Decem- 
ber U**, from J. Pearce, delivered in a report, which was 
read, and, after debate, 

iThisreportiaiiitheP(ip«rf o/lAaCbniJn«n(alCm0nw, No. U, II, folio 11. The 
Indoraement myv, "Bead JsnT 6, 1761. Postponed; it being Judged improper for 
Ccaigien to give viy answer on the subject to Buon d'Arendt." 

■ St. Clur'slettAr ia in the Paptra of the Cootmtntdl Con^/rat, No. 152, IX, folio 438; 
Beed'a ia in No. 69, II, foUo 323. 

* Thii teptnt Is In the Papen of Hit ConlmtnUd Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 43. 

* TUa Kqport is in the Paper* of Ou CotdinmXal Qangra; No. 29, folio 195. J!ha 
BoMd tA War's letter is in Ho. 147, VI, Uio 47. 
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The Committee to whom was referred the letter from Mr J. Pierce, 
Deputy Fay Master Gen! report it as their opinion, that the said 
Letter be referred to the Board of Treasury.' 

Ordered, That the farther con^deration thereof be post- 
poned, to be taken up oa Monday next. 

Ordered, That four members be added to the committee 
appointed to r^)ort a plan for the revision and new arrange- 
ment of the civil executive departments of the United States 
under Congress. 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Thomas] Burk^ 
Mr. [Thomas] MdKean, Mr. [James Mitchedl] Vamum. 

Bttohed 

That it be recommended to the Commander in Chief to appoint 
and send in to New York a Commissary of Prisoners as soon as possi- 
ble, and that the Quarter Master General take the proper measures 
for notifying the several States of such appointment by having tlie 
same inserted in the Publick Prints; 

Setdlved That it be recommended to the Ezecutives of the States 
respectiTely wHo have officras prisoners with tlie enemy at New York 
or on Long Island to send in to the care of our Commissary of Prison- 
ers there, a sufficient sum in specie to defray the expenoe of their 
Officers' maintenance while in captivity and chai^ the same to 
account of the United States. And that where any State cannot 
conveniently procure spede, they be permitted to send in the follow- 
ing articles viz: 

Lumber, Boards, Scantling, Iron, Hemp, Pitch and Tar — to be 
oonagned to oux Commissary of Prisoners or agent at the place.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock on Monday. 

■ Hub rapcrt, in tlie vriting of JsmeB Duane, ii in the Paptn t^ Qm CbnluMiitel 
Qmnrat, No. 19, V, iolio 179. 

* This report, in Qm writing of John Sullivan, is In tba Pap«n qf At Ccniinmtai 
Cbngrtu, No. 19, VI, folio 336. It was a leport on lettan of Oenenl Washington, 
Bilgidiflr Irvine, And Colonela Mathews and Ely; it waa rend January 6, and was re- 
Inred, the indonement aayn, to Madison, Montgomery and Root. See antt, December 
IS, 17S0, and pott January 8. 

A letter of fiiis day frcon Ote Board of War, giving an account of the bills ol ex- 
change that have paased through their paynutster'B hands, was read, as the indone- 
nuut indicateB. It to in the Papcra q^ fA« OmtmerUaZ Can^ntt, No. 147. VI, Iolio 51. 
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MONDAY. JANUARY 8, 1781 

A memorial from John Macpherson was read. 

A memorial from John Henderson, in behalf of 0. Pollock, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That the consideration of the report of the com- 
mittee on Mr. Henderson's former memorial be taken into 
consideration to Morrow. 

A letter, of 7th, trota the committee appointed to confer 
with the supreme executive of Pensylvania was read.' 

A report of the Board of Treasury on the letter, of 2, from 
A. Lee, esq', was read : 

Ordered, That the same, together with the report of the 
chamber of accounts on Mr. Lee's account, be referred to a 
committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Ifr. [Thomas] Burk^ 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 

On motion of iSi. [Abraham] CUu'k, 

Ordered, That the resolution on the report of the com* 
mittee on the memorial of Mr. McConn^, passed the 4*^ 
instant, be reconsidered, and the words, ' 'to be calculated 
in both cases by the rules established for that purpose", 
contuned in the said resolution, be cancelled. 

Ordered, That the warrant drawn, the 2* December last, 
on the treasurer, in favour of Captain Joseph Traversie, for 
one thousand six hundred and twelve dollars and nine 
ninetieths and § of a ninetieth, in bills of credit emitted 
pursuant to the act of the 18*^ March last, be cancelled and 
in lieu thereof a warrant drawn on Thomas Smith, commis- 
Eooner of ihe continental loan office in the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for a Uke sum in favour of Captain Joseph Traversie, 
for the purpose mentioned in the warrant aforesaid. 

' Hbcpbcncnt'a memcri&l ia in the Papert of At CoiUiiuntal Congnu, No. 41, VL 
folio 207; HendesKu's is in No. 41, IV, (olio 165. 
'Tbialettaiaiatiib Papers (fftiuCorUinentalCongrtu, No. 152, IX, folio 447. 
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A letter, of 22 December last, from the govemor of the 
State of Massachusetts, was read, with sundry papers en- 
closed:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three. 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A letter, of 2, from General Washington, was read.^ 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the resignation of lieutenant Henry Stroop, 
of Colonel Flower's r^ment of artificers, be accepted.' 

Reet^ved, That Colonel Broadhead be informed, that it 
will be agreeable to Congress to receive the visit proposed to 
be made to them by some of the friendly Delaware Indians 
in the spring, as mentioned in his letter of the 7th of last 
month to the Board of War: 

That Colonel Broadhead be also informed, that Congress 
will support, as far as their abilities will permit, such of the 
Indians of the Delaware tribe, as shall voluntarily eng^e in 
the service of the United States against the common enemy .^ 

A report firom the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
apon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. jjWilliam] Floyd, 
a del^ate from the State of New York, a warrant issue in 
his favoiK on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the con- 
tmental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twelve 
thousand dollars, for which the said State of New York is 
to be accountable: 

In compUance with a reeolutioa of Congress of the 25? September 
last 

The Board report as thedr opinion, 

' The letter and pftpera ue in the Paptn of Ihe OoKtiamOaX Oimgnn, No. 86, I, 
idioa 480-600. 

*ThulettwIainthePapmo/fl«C(>nlinMaaICbn9nn, No. 162, IZ, folio 426. It 
fa printed in the Wriiin^ of Wathmgtim (Foid), JX, 86. 

* niia report fa in the Papen of tht Ccmtinei^al Congrtn, No. 147, VI, folio 67. 

* Thfa Topati is in the Faperi of the ConUnetOal Congrta, No. 147, VI, IbUo 6a. 

SSSSa*— *OL 1>— 13 — 3 
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That John L Clarkson and ComeliuB Com^ys Clerks in the Treaaui7 
Office have and reo^vo a salary at the rate of five hundred dollars 
per annum paid quarteriy in q>eoie or other current money equiva- 
lent' 

That on the application of Richard Philips, steward to 
the Freaident of Congress, a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the common- 
wealth of Pensylvania, in his favour, for fifteen thousand 
dollais, for the use of the President's household, and for 
which the said steward is to be accoimtable: 

That on the application of John L. Clarkson, clerk to the 
Board of Treasury, a warrant issue on the treasurer in his 
favour for eight thousand dollars old emissions, in part of 
the salary now due him, and for which he is to be account- 
able: 

That on the application of Patrick Ferral, a clerk in the 
auditor g^ieral's office, a warrant issue in his favour on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office 
for the State of Pensylvania, for one hundred and fifty 
dollars new emission, in part of the salary now due to him, 
and for whii^ he is to be accountable: ' 

Tbeasubt Office Janwtry S, I780[l] 

The Board of Treasury have conmdered the memorial from Major 
C. Holmer to the Delegates of Virginia read in Congress Jan' 3!4 and 
referred to the Board to take order. 

The Board have no doubt of the justness of Major Holmer's claim, 
but consider it entirely out of their line of duty to determine whether 
money ought or not to be advanced to the Major. In the opinion of 
this Board this Memorial would have come properly under the con- 
sideration of the Board of War, but if it he the pleasure of Congreea to 
conader this a particular case and choose to make the Major an 
advance, the Board submit the following resolution. 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 

■TbiBrepOTtiBiiithePap<nq/'a«Cimtin«nliiI Congrtu, No. 134, V, folio 13. 
* TbiB report is in the Paptn of Me Continental Congrat, No. 136, V, folio 6. 
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favour of John Fierce, deputy paymaster general for the 
nuun fumy, for two hundred and edxty-siz dollars in the bills 
of credit emitted pursuant to the act of Congress of the 18* 
of March last, to enable the said deputy paymaster general 
to advance that sum to Major C. Holmer, and for which the 
eaid John Pierce is to be accoimtable: 

Januaxt 7tt, 1781 

The Board beg leave to lay before Congr«fi6 the report of the 
Chamber of accounts and the Auditor General on the accountB of the 
houble Arthur Lee Esq. late Mintster of the Uxiited States at the Court 
of Versailles &Xi, upon which the Board, in consequfflice of the 
Letter of the said M' Lee of the 2? inst to the Freudent of Congress 
referred to the Board : beg leave to make the f oUoiring observations 
and begto receivethe directions of Congresatheraon. That withrespect 
to the acknowledgemaat of M' Lee of the sum of 375,000 Livres some 
accounts must be instituted and credited in the books at the Treasury, 
and thus it seems for the reasons aamgned by M' Lee can only be 
declared by Congress. 

That to comply with the rules laid down in the Treasury for the 
liquidation of accounts the accountant ought to produce the authority 
by which he acted and the vouchers to support his accoimt: therefore 
to dispense with these requisites in the present instance it will be 
necessary that Congress should give directions. 

Pursuant to an order of Congress of the 4"* instant the Board 
report, 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of Comet Brayman, for three hundred dollars of the 
new emia^ns, in full for his pay, depreciation and every 
other demand he may have against the United States as an 
officer:' 

Tbeasdbt Office Jan'! £^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury having considered a letter from Cha* Pettit 
Esq Asst Quarter Master General dated Deer 22'!!' 1780 (herewith 
transmitted to Congress) beg leave to report the following resolution. 

Besoloed, That for the prevention of frauds and abuses injunous 
*msnportiaiathePap<nV'Ai Contuunial Qmgnu, No. 136, V, folio 9. 
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to the public intereet in settling the r&te of depreciation by the per- 
sons empowered to examine and adjust accounts in pursuance of the 
Acts of the 1 8? of March and 26"' of August last the value of the Con- 
tinental bills of credit, compared with specie at the time the money 
became due, at the place where the supplies were furnished shall be 
ascertained according to the table of depreciation, as settled by the 
resolution of Congreee of the 28? of June last. 

The Board having taken into consideration a letter from John 
Uoyd dated Novf 10? 1780 (referred to them by Coi^rees) b^ leave 
to report. 

That the accotmt referred to in the said letter was imder consider- 
ation of the Board and reported upon to Congress on the 23'^ day 
of March 1780 in the foUoving words, "That the 
account of John Lloyd appears to be for purchases 
made in the Department of the late Joseph Trumbull late Com- 
missaiy Oeneral: That the accounts of the said Department are not 
yet finally settled, and therefore it cannot appear whether any 
balance is due from the United States thro' the same. That on 
mature reflection they are of opinion that payment of particular 
balances due from the Department of the late Commissary Qeneral 
Joseph Trumbull, ought to be deferred until the final adjustment of 
the accounts of the Department, notwithstanding the late report of 
the Board for the payment of a balance due to Mr Fisher.' 

Ordered, That so much of the report of the Board of 
Treaaxiry as relates to the letter of C. Pettit, A. Q. M. G., 
dated 22 December, together with the said letter, be referred 
to a committee of three. 

The members, Mx. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [Samud] Johnston, 
iSi. [Jesse] Root. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 15 
November from the governor of New York, with the letter 
from Colonel Malcolm enclosed, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

' Thii report Is in the Paptrt of the Coniaitntal Congrm, No. 136, V, folio 199; a 
copy at the portion relating to Chaa. Pettit is on folio 16, and Pettit'a letter, of 
December 22, 1780, is on folio 17. 
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At a Boabd op Wae Jan' frf 1781 

Present M' Petew 

Gen! Cornell 

The Board having coneidered the letter of Gov^ dinton of Not' 15? 
and the letter from Col Malcolm enclosed therein, which were referred 
to them, beg leave to inform CongresB. 

That it appears to the Board th^t in the Spring 1779, the regiments 
of Spencer and Malcolm, two of the sixteen additional regiments were 
consolidated, but the field o£Bc«b of the line of additionals, so far as 
appears to the Board were not in every instance arranged. The 
Commander in Chi^ recommended to Colonels Spencer and Malcolm 
to aconmiodate with each other, so as to settle who should take the 
command of the regiment, but no agreement between Colonels Spencer 
and Malcohn appears. Col Spencer was in the actual command, and 
so continued 'till the last arrangement, and Col Malcolm retired 
iinwillingly from actual duty in the line, having occupied himself 
during the period of his discontinuing the command in the line some 
times in pOTforming the duty of Adjutant General of the Northern 
Army and sometimes commanding liClitia of the State of New York, 
under his Continental Commission which does not appear to be super- 
seded by any positive act; but on the contrary by resolve of the 1^ of 
June 1778, it is determined, "That Col WilUam Malcohn DT Adjutant 
Gen> in the Army now under Gen* Gates, be permitted to hold his rank 
in the Army and his raiment if the same shall be kept up in the new 
arrangement now making." Whether or not his holding the rank 
without the raiment entitles him to pay, Congress will be pleased to 
determine. Should they be of opinion that he is entitled to pay and 
rank, it will then in the opinion of the Board be proper to resolve. 

That Col 'William Malcolm be permitted to retire from the service 
of the United States, and receive all the benefits to which Officers of 
his rank are entitled by any resolution of Congress on retiring from 
service. 

If on the contraiy Congress should be of opinion that the rank 
only was continued, they will please to resolve — 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of Congrees, Colonel William 
Malcolm cumot be conadered as entitled to pay and subeist- 
ence as a colonel in the service of the United States, long^ 
than he held the actual command of his raiment; and that 
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he be recommended to the executive of the State of New 
York as a meritorious oflBcer, who, from the impracticability of 
employing him in the army, is to be deemed a supermunerary 
under the resolution of Congress of the 24 day of November, 
1778. 

And whereas Colonel Malcolm has been employed, after 
his leaving his regiment, on sundry occasional services: 

Resolved, That it be referred to the executive of the State 
of New York to settle and adjust his pay during the time of 
such services, and chaige the same to the United States.' 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of a com- 
mittee on letters from General Washington, &c of December 
8, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the states, 
from New Hampshire to North Carolina, induwve, to procure 
and forward to the treasurer of the United States, or to th«r 
commissary of prisoners, appointed to redde at New York, 
by the 1st day of March next, for the use of the officers in 
captivity at that place, and on Long Island, and to be charged 
to the United States, the following sums respectively, in 
specie, or btUs of exchange on New York, viz. 



New Hampshire, - 2,319 dollars. 

- 13,334 do. 

- 1,160 do. 

- 9,866 do. 

- 4,347 do. 

- 6,217 do. 

- 13,334 do. 



Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut, - 
New York, - 
New Jersey, - 
jrlTaoia, 



Delaware, 
Marylimd, 
Vir^nia, - 
North Carolina, 



987 dollars. 

■ 9,159 do. 
- 14,492 do. 

■ 6,796 do. 

80,000 dollaiB. 



B ta ei vs d that it bo - poTPut t ed -t e -fl ueb - of - the s aid -S tnto s m ca mnot 



OF billo M a foHiooid; - to ggport to - M e w YoA luBriH» ^- bo afd H, -fl e a n tiiBgr 
iF B Bj ' hwnpi t ft F o y-p it e h to bo o o n a igBcd te - fe ft- Amei 4 o a D oonini iflHMy 
e f priB O BOF H a ending - ttHg a- in -B uffioi e nt qann t^ y to pFoouFo the ow e i 
* A copy of them reaolutions, as ui «xtmct from the minutea, ia in tfa« Paper* of d« 
QonHOftntol Ct/agreu, No. 78, XVI, folio 387. The report is in No. M7, VI, (olio 60. 
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Th a t te y By €i Bt -a-ii ^otit i ioB of rtio dio t gwiP CB to wbiob the w a nt of 

^^^ meoie ba a- oMpo e od the offlee w-e f -t he - Unitod S tetc a in 

c ft pHvity it bo furthof feeommondod - to -t be S t a te s a bo¥o 

mined to p>oouro a nd tTMiBmit to the Tro a oupof - ef t bo United B t atea 

half ye a ply during tbo war fookoniDg from tbo fiwt day - of M a wb 

neat^ the a mn of dollare in apooio in -t he - pfoportion 8-a bo ¥e 

■ ooi g nedi the sa me to bo - eroditod to tbo onid Dt a tco Fotye et iyely. ' 

Congress took into confflderation the report of the commit- 
tee on the memorial of W. Peck, and, after debate, the same 
waa set aside by the previous question. 

Congress proceeded to the election of an adjutant general, 
and, the ballots being taken, Brigadier General Hand was 
elected. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY. JANUARY g. 1781 

A letter, of December 14, 1780, &om Governor Nash, 
was read. 

A letter, of S"*, from Captain A. McLane, was read ; Where- 
upon, 

Or^^ered, That a warrant issue in favotir of Captain A. 
McLane, on Thomas Smith, commisdoner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for the sum of ten 
thousand dollars, to be chai:ged to the State of Maryland, 
and for which the said State of Maryland is to be accountable. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 
Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

■ niu mpnt, In the vritiiig of Jamw UadiBon, is ia the Papav cff At Conimmtal 
Congnu, No. 19, VI, folio 320. 

* NHh'B letter is in the Papfff o/Ou CtmtmerUat Gmgrat, No. 72, folio 116; Mcl^ute'a 
fa in No. 78, XTX. bUo 121; that of the Board ot War ia in No. 14S, I, lolio 289. 
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Ordered, That on the appUcation of Mr. [Jamee] Duane, a 
del^ate for the State of New York, a warrant issue on 
Thomas South, commis^oner of the continental loan office 
for the State of Pensylvania, in his favour, for fifteen thou- 
sand dollars old enusdons, (or which the said State of New 
York is to be accountable: 

That on the application of William Kinnan, copper plate 
printer to the United States, a warrant issue in his favour on 
Thomas Smith, commis^oner afores^d, for eight thousand 
dollais old emissions, part of the salary due to him and for 
which he is to be accountable.' 

Congress took into consideration the report oS the com- 
nuttee on the letter of 6 December last, from the president 
and supreme executive of Pensylvania; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the president and supreme executive 
council of the State of Pen^lvania be mformed, that Con- 
gress have paid due attention to thrar letter of the 6 Decem- 
ber last, stating "a high abuse of office, committed by James 
Mease, late clothier-general, and William West, jun., his 
deputy or appointee: who, in conjunction with Major General 
Arnold, did, undw colour of office, in the year 1778, take from 
sundry inhabitants of this city, great quantities of merchan- 
dise, not necessary for the army, which were converted to 
thdr private emolxmient:" 

That Congress highly disapprove such conduct, and con- 
sider it as a flagrant abuse of office and of the public confi- 
dence reposed in them, and meriting exemplary punishment; 
and, 

Tliat it be recommended to the said president and supreme 
executive of the State of Pensylvania, to direct the attorney 
general of the said State to prosecute the said James Mease 
and William West, jun., in the name of the United States, 

■ lUsM^fM is in tttePaptrtqf a* ContmaUal Congrtu,'So. isa, V, folio 23. 
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in the oidinary course of law, for the abuse of office and 
breach of trust complained of.' 

Coi^ress resumed the consideration of the report on the 
letter from J. Pierce; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the said letter be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of J. Henderson, and, after debate: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY lo. 1781 

A letter, of T^, and one, of 8***, from the committee 
appointed to confer with the supreme executive of Pen- 
sylvania; 

And a letter, of 8*^, from Brigadier General Wayne and 
Colonels Butler and Stewart, were read, with sundry papers 
enclosed.' 
A letter, of this day, from Baron d'Arendt, was read.* 
The committee to whom was referred the correspondence 
between his excellency, Coimt de Vei^gennes, and the hon** 
J. Adams, delivered in a report; Wh»%upon, 

Congress agreed to the draught of a lett^ to Mr. Adams. 
The committee, to whom was referred the corre- 
spondence between his Excellency the Coimt de Ver^ 
gemies fmd the honble John Adams, relative to the 
communication of the plenipotentiary powers of the 

'Thu report, in the writing of Jeeee Root, is in the Papeno/tht Gontmsntai Con- 
f/rtu, ITo. 20, 11, folio 137. It wm deliTeted Dec. IS, 1780. 

* Tlte committee letter of the 6*^ ia in the Papen a/tht GmtmaUal CongrOM, No. 
162, IX, folio 466; one of the 9"' was also read; it ia on folio 461. Wk^ne, Butier, 
»nd Stemit's letter ia in No. 162, IX, folio 473. 

' A tnnelaldon of thia letter, in the writing of Charlea Thomson, is in thePop«-« (/ 
Ou CmUntntal Cwgnu, No. 43, folio 9. The letter is in No. 78, VII, folio 331. 
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latter, reported the draught of a letter, which was 

agreed to in the words following: 

Snt, 

Congress consider yoxa correspondence with the Count 
de Vei^ennes on the subject of conununicating your 
pleoipotentiary powers to the ministry of Great Britain, 
as flowing from your zeal and asdduity in the service 
of your country; but I am directed to inform you, that 
the opinion given to you by that minister relative to 
the time and circumstances proper for communicating 
your powers, and entering upon the execution of them, 
is well founded. Congress have no expectations &om 
the influence which the people of England may have on 
the British coimcils, whatever may be thedispoutionsof 
that nation or thdr magistrates towards these United 
States; nor are they of opinion that a change of min- 
isters would produce a change of measures: they there- 
fore hope that you will be very cautious of admitting 
your measures to be influenced by presumptions of such 
events, or their probable consequences. 
I am, Sir, 

Your humble Serv? 

S. Huntington, pTesidetd} 

Honble J. Adams. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to consider and report a plan for the De- 
partment of Forragn Affairs, wherein they state, 

"That the extent and the rising power of these United 
States entitle them to a place among the great potentates of 
Europe, while our political and commercial interests point 

' Thia letter wu entered only in tlie manuacript Secret Journal, Foraign AiEain. 
It is in tbe Papwi of the Qmt^iental Congreu, No. 2S, I, folio 409, in the writijig of 
Charles Thonuon. 

From this point to the end of the day the proceedings were eatertd also in the 
Secret Joamal, Foreign Afiurs. 
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out the propriety of cultivating with them a friendly cor- 
respondence and connection: 

That to render such an intercourse advantageous, the 
necessity of a competent knowledge of the interests, views, 
relations, and systems of those potentates, is obvious: 

That a knowledge, in its nature bo comprehensive, ia only 
to be acquired by a constant attention to the state of Europe, 
and an unremitted application to the means of acquiring 
well groimded information: 

That Congress are moreover c^ed upon to maintmn with 
our ministers at fore^ courts a regular correspondence, and 
to keep them fully informed of every circumstance and event 
which r^ards the public honor, interest, and safety: 

That to answer those essential purposes, the committee 
are of opinion, that a fixed and permanent office for the 
Department of Foreign Affairs oi^ht forthwith to be estab- 
lished, as a remedy against the fluctuation, the delay and 
indeciaon to which the present mode of mana^ng oiu* ior- 
Mgn affairs must be exposed"; Whereupon, 

That - yoaf - CwHinithM) aro furt i ht > r -e f -< ^imon - thBfe tho moBb of oetual 
mode of oonduoting tho BB s mo s» ef -t b&i>ep a rt i meHt F for fopoign - ag a iw 
woud be thpo^ a Miiiiflfco»¥o a 6od - wibb - Cecfidept i i ft l p e wora oftw tho Ea - 
■ Piple of obbop nntiona^ Foeponsible foF - bi o- Twa t ft nd - undop tho immo - 
d Mrti o Dipootion of CongiK ifla i 

That tbero aw howoTOP ob a t a olcB to bo -a ppFoboDded - whioh - m a y 
FBtefd ' tfio InbrodaotioD of -e uob a plan t - and aa a pw>¥iaion which oim 
bo - <i ft PFie i l into umnediato pwtetioe ! »■ iDdi g poiiB ft bly neoe a Bftry r-yow 
Connnittoo thotof o po flubmit -fe ho f e llowiDg - Bc e oIutaon i 

Resdved, That an office be forthwith estabhshed for the 
Department of Foreign Afffurs, to be kept always in the 
place where Congress shall reside: 

That there shall be a secretary for the despatch of the 
business of the said office, to be stiled "Secreta^ for foreign 
affairs:" 

That it shall be the duty of the said secretary to keep and 
preserve all the books and papers belonging to the Depart- 



.y Google 



44 Joiarnale of Congress 

ment of Foreign Affairs; to rec^ve and report the applica- 
tions of all forogners; [to correspond with the nunisters of 
the United States at foreign courts, and with the nunisters 
of foreign powers and other perBons, for the prnpoee of 
obtaining the most extensive and useful information relative 
to fordgn affairs, to be laid before Congress when required; 
fdso to transmit such communications as Congress shall 
direct, to the ministers of these United States and others at 
fore^ courts, and in foreign countries;] the said minigtoj 
secretary shall have liberty to attend Congress, that he may 
be better informed of the affairs of the United States, and 
have an opportunity of esphuning bis reports respecting his 
department; [he shall also be authorized to employ one or, 
if necessary, more clerks to asast him in the bu^ness of hia 
o£5ce; and the secretary, as wdl as such clerks, shall, before 
the president of Congress, take an oath of fidelity to the 
United States, and an oath for the faithful execution of 
their respective trusts.] 

Tb i rir » A>iiiiBittooK)f-<jODgfOOO^Mnoiotang |i ^f - tbiwyina^ whwD 

riio -p i^ a idon fc a ball < Jw ft y g b ft odo a hall hfty a - tho -fl upoHntondan ee-aBd 

diF e e t iop of the Dep * 1^iInoDt of fowiign nffnim ' and that Uio 

SooFotnpy fof fo p oigy aff a i w - B h ri l bo aubjoot to their In 

a tFuetions ond S ubmit nil hig ooFH i8 pond<moe and pFoooedin gs te-few 



Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. JANUARY II, 1781 

Two letters, of 10^, from the committee appointed to 
confer with the supreme executive of Pensylvania; and one, 
of 7*, from Major General St. Clair, were read : 

Ordered, That the letter from the committee be referred 
to a committee of three. 

' nda repeat, in th« writing of Jamea Diune, is in the Paptn 0/ the CottUatntal 
Cmfrett, No. 26, I, lolio 311, and waa deliveried June 12, 1780. The pordoni in 
bncketB were not In the report, but were added during tlie debate. 
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The members, Mr. [Jamee] Duane, Mr. [James] Lovell, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A letter, of 31 December, from E. Blaine, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark, Mr. [James] Duane. 

A memorial from Lleutraiant Colonel Fleuri was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treastiry, on the letter of J. 
Rerce, waa read : 

Tbkabubt Office January 10, 1781, 

The Board of Treasury represent for the lofoTmation of Congress — 

That from the Entries in the Treasury Books it appears that a 
Balance is due from the RespectiTe Statra upon the Monthly Tax of 
fifteen &fillion of Dollars per month ; to the month of Februaiy, 1 780, 
inclusive 42,491,284)} Dollars as will more particularly appear by the 
Paper berevith sent, wherein the separate balances are particularly 
Bpecified; as a part of these Balances three Warrants have been 
drawn in favor of the Commissary General of Purchases in Conse- 
quence of a Resolution of Congress of the 26*^ of August last. One 
on the Treasurer of the State of New Jersey for 281,435 Dollars — 
one on the Treasurer of the State of New York for 647,810 Dollars — 
and one on t^e Treasurer of the State of Pennsylvania for 268,049jt 
dollars, none of which warrants are paid as this Board believe, and 
therefore it is considered the balance stated above is due. 

That from any information received from the respective Treas- 
urers of the different States, it is not probable that any more money 
will be brought in, in Discharge of their Quotas aforesaid up to the 
first of March last in the old money. 

The Board also lay before Congress another Paper which will shew 
tiie whole amoimt of the four Tenths of the Money of the IS of March 
subject to the order of Congress and the amount of the Warrants 
already drawn as a part of that money. 

The Board have not received any information from the Loan 
officOT of the State of New Hampshire and can't say that the new 

I One FemiBTlTUiia letter of 10*^ ia is die Fapert of tht CoiOmmlal Congrat, No. 
SO, II, folio 97; the other is in No. 152, IX, folio 466; St. Glaii'a letter is in No. 
162, IX, folio 4E1; Blaine'a letter ifl in No. 166, folio 331. 

* Thi« memorial is In the Papen i^Ott Continental Congn$t, No. 147, VI, folio 136. 
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Bills are in circulation. The Loan officer of the State of MassachusettB 
informs that on the 10^ of November last the Treaaurer had drawn 
from him 300,000 dollara in the new Bills. No information from the 
Loan officer of Shode Island. No information from the Loan officer 
of Connecticut. The Loan officer of the State of New York has sent 
forward to the Treasurer 600,000 DoUata in Cancelled bills. The 
Loan officer of New Jereey has sent forward to tbe Treasurer 
1,180,872H Dollars m CanceUed Bills. 

The Treasurer of Pennsylvania has not taken into the Loan office 
of that State any money to Exchange as this Board is informed by 
the Loan officer. 

The Loan officer of Maryland has sent forward one hundred and 
fifteen thousand dollars old Emissions to be destroyed. 

No information has been received from the Loan officer of Virginia. 

The Board upon the Letter of John Pierce DT Pf Ma^ General of 
the 11 of December (referred to them by Congress) beg leave further 
to Report, 

That there are no resources they know of by which the sum of three 
Millions one hundred and Twenty six thousand Seven hundred and 
Eighty dollars can be nused within a Short time, but from the dis- 
posal of Bills of Exchange on the Ministers in Europe if Congress 
shall incline to adopt that measure. 

That in r^ard to the further sum of dght hundred seventy six 
thousand one hundred and fifty dollars in the new Emissions to 
discharge the Pay of the army from the first of August to the 31 of 
December last, they can only propose Warrants to be drawn on the 
several Loan offices in such proportions as may bo most likely to be 
answOTed in the shortest time; at present the Board have no knowl- 
edge of any sum of Consequence but ia the State of Massachusetts 
Bay.' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
Mr. Blaine's letter, and that two membera be added to the 
committee. 

The members added, Mr. [Samuel] Adama, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum. 

The Board of Admiralty, to wnom was referred the letter 
of J. Wharton, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

> ThiB ropwt is in the Papen (^ tb CotUmental Congren, No. 34, folio 128. 
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AnniKALTr Ofpiob Jan.*. S^ 1781. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom the letter of John Wharton Eaq^ 
to the Honorable the Congress of the 4^ Instant respecting his resig- 
nation is referred beg leave to report — 

That it is not without regret they find themselves called upon to 
attend to the proposed resignation of M^ Wharton who hath been so 
long, and so diligent a member of the Navy Board, but in compliance 
with their duty they would observe, that as from his first appointment 
he hath been principally employed in that branch of the business, 
which respects the equipping and fitting out ships, they cannot con- 
ceive that he ought to be constrained to keep his seat at that Board 
for the purpose of settling its accounts, and therefore they submit to 
Congress thb Resolution. 

Ordered, That the resignation of John Wharton be ac- 
cepted. 

And whereas the business of the Navy Board, by ita present con- 
stitution cannot proceed, in case M? Wharton's resignation should be 
accepted, unless a member should be chosen in his room, or the only 
present member James Reed Esqi be clothed with authority to 
conduct the same, and as from the information of Me Reed, it appeals 
to be altogether impracticable for him to settle the accounts of the 
Navy Board without a suitable Clerk, the Board of Admiralty there- 
fore, provided that the aforegoing Resolution should be agreed to by 
Congress, and they should not think it proper to appoint a member 
in the room of Me Wharton, b^ leave to submit the foUowing Reso- 
lution. 

Reiolvedy That Jamee Heed be, and he is hereby invested 
with full powers for conducting the business of the navy board 
in the middle department, until the further order of Congress, 
and that he be empowered to hire a competent clerk for the 
purpose of assisting him in settling the accoimts of that 
Board.' 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for electing a 
director gonowl of the hospital, and a paymaster general 
to tJbe army. 

'Thia report is in th« Pap«n ({^lA« ConfifwnloJ CbnjrreH, No. 37, folio 465. 



lyGoogle 



48 Journals of Congress 

Doctor J. Cochran was nominated by Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum for the office of director g onowJ ; 

Doctor Brown, by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery; 
Dr. Craig, by Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 
A letter, of the S***, from John Sandford Dart, was read:^ 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
For the office of paymaster general were nominated: 
\^lliam Geddes, by Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery; 
J. Pierce, by Mr. [James MitcheU] Varmun. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY. JANUARY ta. 1781 

A letter, of 11, from the committee appointed to confer 
with the supreme executive of Fensylvania, was read.^ 
A letter, of 6*, from Lotbinier, was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
A letter, of 28 December, from Thomas Barclay, and 
A letter, of 16, from Samuel Beall, were read:* 
Ordered, That the requests contained in the sfud letters 
be granted, under proper restrictions. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Cha Thomson, secre- 
tary of Coi^ress, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Peusylvania, for twenty thousand dollars old emis- 
sions, part of the salary due to him, and for which he is to be 
accoimtable: 

That on the application of Ezekiel Forman, one of the 
commissioners of t^e Board of Treasury, a warrant issue in 

> This letter Is in the Papen oftht CantmenUd Oongrtu, No. 78, VII, folio 327. 
■ This letter is in the Paptn of tAe ConHnmial Qmgreu, No. 1S2, IX, folio 469. 

> This letter is in the Papen of the Continental Congrtu, No. 78, XIV, folio 405. 

4 Barclay's letter is in the Papen cf tin Qmimental Congrtn, No. 78, IV, folio 69; 
Beall'i ia in No, 78, IV, folio 261. 
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his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the contineDtfd 
loan oflSce for the State of Pensylvania, for ten thousand 
dollars old emissions, part of the salary due to him, and for 
which he is to be accountable : ' 

Tezabubt Obtioh JatiJi IIB^ 1781 
Thib Board of Treasuiy haTing considered the letter of John St&nd- 
fort Dart of the 8*** instaiit ^erred to them by Congress) beg leave 
to report, 

llutt the dums upon die United States for Articles furnished 
and services performed, so far exceed the present Resources that are 
in the Power of Congress to call forth and especially at this Juncture, 
that the Board cant consistent with their Ideas of Justice, report Uie 
advance asked for by M' Dart but Bubmit the Determination of Uiis 
matter to Congress who can best judge of the necessity of the measure.' 

That a warrant issue on the said Thomas Snuth, in favour 
of John Sandford Dart, for fifteen thousand dollars advanced 
to him, to enable him to proceed to the southern department, 
and for which he is to be accountable. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of War of December 8; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wab, De«f. 8, 1780 

Present W Peters, GenI Ward, Gen! Cornell 

The Board of War b^ leave to report 

That in virtue of the resolution of Congress of the twenty rixth 
day of July last, enpoweiing them to arrange the affaiis of the depart- 
ment of Conunissary General of Military Stores, and fix the pay of 
the Officers and men employed therein, they have on accotmt of the 
alteration of circumatances, mnce their r^ulation of the 12*^ of 
August last reported to and approved of by Congress, thought it 
advisable to supersede tiie said regulation so far as respects the pay 
of the Officers and men, both in the Civil and MiHtary branches of 
that Department, and they request Congress that it may be 

Resolved, That from and after the Ist day of August last, 
the pay and appointments of the officers in the department 

■ This repc^ 11 ia the Paptn 0/ the Coniinmiol Oongrttt, No. 136, V, folio 25. 
* Thii npart is in the Papen <^ th* CotUmaOid CongrtM, Ho. 136, V, folio 27, 
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of the commissary general of military stores be as follows, 
the sums hereafter mentioned to be paid in biUs of the new 
emissions, and all moneys received in bills of the old emis- 
Edons, since the said Ist day of August, to be accoimted for 
according to the table of depreciation, as fixed by the Board 
of Treasury, viz. : commissaiy graieral of military stores, 44§ 
100 dollars per month, 3 rations per day; deputy commi»- 
saiy general, 80 dollars per month, 2 rations per day; com- 
nusaries, 70 dollars per month, 2 rations per day; deputy 
commissaries, 55 dollars per mouth, 2 rations per day; con- 
ductors, 45 dollars per month, 1 ration per day; clerks, 40 
dollars per month, 1 ration per day. 

No rations in addition to the number above mentioned, 
are to be allowed for servants: 

That the officers and men of the r^iunent of artillery 
artificer, have the same pay, from and after the said Ist 
day of August, in bills of the new emis»ons, as was ori^nally 
fixed in bills of the then ^nismons, by the r^;ulations of the 
department, made by Congress, on the 11th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1778, and that they draw the number of rations then 
directed: 

That the appointments of the field commissary of military 
stores, and his subordinate officers, be as foUows, from and 
after the 1st day of August last, the pay to be received in 
bills of the new emissions: field commissary, 90 dollars per 
month, 2 rations per day, servants included; deputy field 
commissary, 70 dollars per month, 2 rations per day, ser- 
vants included; conductor, 45 dollars per month, 1 ration 
per day, servants included; clerk, 40 dollars per month, 1 
ration per day, servants included: 

That the commanding officer of artillery, for his ^xa 
services in the affairs of the ordnance department, receive 
40 dollars per month, in addition to his pay as an officer in 
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the line, in bills of the new emisuons from and after the first 
day of August last: 

That the surveyor of ordnance for defraying his ezpences 
in the zeroise of his office, be allowed from and after the 
fiist day of August last, 40 dollars per month, in bills of the 
new emissions, besides his appointments as a field officer of 
artillery.' 

At a Boabd op Was Detf. 8^ 1780 

Present 2^ Fetera 
Gen) Ward. 

The Boaxd of War b^ leave to lay before Congress a letter from 
W Kerce IK Fay Master Oen! lespocting the additional sums allowed 
to Aids de Camp, Brigade Majors and Regimental Clothieis and Fay 
Master, Adjutants and Regimental Q^ Masters and submit the fol- 
lowing Resolution 

Resolved, That the additional pay of aids-de-camp, brigade- 
majors, adjutants, and r^ioiental quartermasters, agreeably 
to the act of 27 May, 1778, be considered as fixed in specie 
nt the timo fl whon the aovojftl alio wan e oa - in addition to tho 
pay of thoBo ofSeoF s in - fee lino woro made by CongFoas } 
and that the same, from and after the 18 day of August last, 
be drawn in bills of the new emission: 

That the pay of a r^imental paymaster and clothier, in 
addition to his pay as an officer in the line, be thirty dollars 
per month, in bills of the new enussions, and that the several 
states, in weiring up the depreciation of such officers from 
the times of their respective appointments, ctdculate upon 
the additional pay as being thirty dollars per month in 



The reason of the Board being induced to offer the Resolution 
relative to R^imental Clothiers and Faymasters is that at firat the 
Paymasters bad twenty dollars additional Pay allowed them. The 
Regimental Clothier had thirty dollars additional pay. Afterwards 
both these duties were directed to be performed by the same person 

■ Thii rapoit la la Qie Paptn o/Qu CoiKmmttI Gongnu, No. 147, IT, fdio 721. 
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Hud the Officers acting in these capacities claim both additional sums 
and have applied to their States for the depreciatiou on both. It is 
conceived that the thirty dollars stated in the above Resolve are 
sufficient for the additional trouble thrown upoa those Officers 
especially as they do no duty in the line.' 

A report of the Board of War, respecting Colonel Donald 
Campbell, was read: 

[Extract ot A letter from Hu ExceUency, Oen' WMhington, d«ted Oct' 29, 1780.] 

Col. Donald Campbell who was continued in his former pay and 
rank by a resolution of the 13 February 1777 has continued to 
draw rations also till lately, when the Commissary of Issues to the 
Northward has been in doubt whether he w&a not precluded from 
drawing Bations by the resolutions of the Tenth of March and 12 
June last ; the Case having been referred to me, I would wish to know 
the Sense and pleasure of Congress upon the subject. 

At a Boasd of Wae, Novewher 17, 1780. 

Present iP PetOTS, Col. Grayson. 

Ths Board having considered the above Extract of a Lettei from 
General Washington beg leave to report to Congress 

Congress not having it in their power consistent with the Arrange- 
ment of the Army to employ Colonel Donald Campbell therein, 

Beaolved, That Colonel Donald Campbell be considered as a Super- 
numeraiy and be entitled to all the Benefits allowed to Officers of 
his rank retiring from Service.* 

Ordered, Tliat it be re-committed to the Board to report 
specially. 

A motion was made respecting Captain Pendleton: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of 4"* instant notwithstanding. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Wax. 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of the 
inspectors of the press delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury give orders for the 
final settlement of the accoimts of the superintendants of 

' Tbia leport is is tlie Papmv o/0u CtmtmmnU Congmt, No. 147, VI, folio 63. 
*Ttu> report ia in the Papa* (i^th Conlituintal Con^ren, No. 147, IV, folio 071. 
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the press, confuting th^ services from the day of the last 
adjustment, crediting them the origiiial salary allowed by 
Congress, ^id cbai:^ng them respectively the partial pay- 
ments made to them on accoimt, agreeably to the act of 
Congress passed the 15 day of November last.' 

Ordered, That a member be added to the committee on 
the letter, of 25 of November, from lifr. Sullivan, in the room 
of Mr. [Wilhe] Jones, who is absent. 

Tlie member, Mr. [Samuel] Johnston. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee 
on the petition of O. Bowen, in the room of Mr. [Ezekielj 
Cornell and Mr. [Willie] Jones. 

The mranbers, Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum, Mr. [James] 
Madison. 

The report of the committee on the affurs of the treasury 
was called for, and the same being read, was accepted. 

Ordered, That it be entered on the journal. 

The report is as follows; 

"That they met upon the business to them referred, and 
received the complaint of Ezekiel Forman said John Gibson, 
two of the commissioners of the Board of Treasury, ag^nst 
the conmiiBsioners of the Chambers of Accounts, in writing, 
which contains the five following chaises, or articles: to 
wit; 1, n^ect of duty; 2, indolence; 3, inattention to the 
pubHc interest; 4, incapacity; and 5, partiality: 

That the committee furnished the commissioners of the 
Chambers of Accounts with the said compliunt, and after- 
wards heard the testimony, proofs, allegations and observsr 
tions of the several parties; and after mature deliberation 
thereupon, find that tiie commissioners of the Chambers 
have settled above two hundred accounts between the 1st 
December, 1779, and the 1st December, 1780, several of 

' This report, in the vritiiig of JameB Dnane, u in the Fapen of the Oontmmtat Oo»- 
grm, No. 23. folio 62. 
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wtuch required the examination of many thousand vouchers 
imd papers; and that all the accounts which have been re- 
ferred to them are reported to the auditor general's office, 
four or five excepted, for the delay of which satisfactory 
reasons were given to the committee: 

That the committee cannot ascertain with any precision 
the time that might be necessarily employed in the transact- 
ing this business, but conceive it might have been done ynih 
more facility if the present system established by Congress 
did not necessarily create great ddays, and therefore they are, 
upon the whole, of opinion that the said commisaoners can- 
not justly be censured on account of any of the three first 
articles or chaises: 

That the committee had no evidence of incapacity in the 
said commissioneis, or either of them, save &om Mr. John 
Nicholson, one of their clerim, whose conduct had been com- 
plained of by them, and who had recriminated the said com- 
misdoners previous to the giving his evidence; and beeddes, 
the committee are not satisfied that he is a competent judge 
of this matter: 

That they have carefully attended to every su^^estion of 
partiality, and, having hilly investigated every particular 
relating to this chai^, do not find any trace of the sort: 

The committee, th^^fore, are of opinion, that t^e com- 
missioners of the Chambers of Accounts, and every of them, 
should be acquitted of each of the charges exhibited against 
them." ' 

Wfeef oupon^ 

fiooofawd, ■ Thnt Co Bffl o s B oro - aa feiB fiod with- the sai id 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of War relative to the contract for shot and 
shells, delivered in a report: 

'This report, in tbe writiiigof Thomas McEnn, aiathaPapmi^lJta Continmtal 
Congrtu, So. 26, U^ 246. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 
The membere, Sir. [James Mitchell] Vamum, "iSx. [Gecn^] 
Clymer, Mr. [Jesse] Root. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13, 1781 

A report from t^e Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbkabubt Offiob Jcetil IS^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury represent to Congresa 

That John Fierce D' Fay Master General by his letter of the 9"* 
instant informed the Board that his Excellency Gen* Washington has 
drawn on him for the pay of the German Begiment up to tiie in of 
Jani inst to the amoimt of 66,319 dollars old emissions and 10,534 
dollars in the new. That the raiment aforesaid Officers and SoU 
diers are now in this city, and as the Board are infoimed cannot 
leare it before payment is made them, the followiag resolutions is 
therefore submitted: 

Resolved, That a warrant iaenie on Thomas Smith Com! of the Con- 
tinental Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania in favor of John 
Pierce D' Pay MasterGen' for 65,319 dollars old emissiona and 10,534 
dollars in the bilk of credit emitted pursuant to the Act of Congress 
of the 18 of March last ^art of the lulls aforesud subject to the orders 
of Congress) for the purpose of paying the German regi agreeably to the 
orders of His Excellency Gen' Washington, for both of which sums 
the said D' Fay M^ Gan' is to be accountable, and that preference of 
payment be given to this warrant. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of John Pierce, deputy paymaster general, 
for thirty-two thousand, six hundred and sixty dollars old 
emis^ons, and five thousand two hundred and sixty-seven 
dollars in the bills of credit emitted pursuant to the act of 
Congress of the 18 of March last, part of the bills subject to 
the orders of Congress, and that preference in payment be 
ffv&x to this warrant for the purpose of paying in part the 
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arrears of pay due to the Gennan battalion, for which sums 
the said deputy paymaster is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That the said deputy paymaster give caiificates 
to the individuals of the raiment aforesaid for the balance 
that may still remain due to them after the payment afore- 
said. 

Ordered, That on the application of Gerage Bond, deputy 
secretary to Congress, a warrant issue on Thomas Smith 
aforesaid, in his favour, for eight thousand dollars old emis- 
sions, to defray the incidental expenses of the secretary's 
office of Congress, and for which sum he is to be accountable.* 

Doctor J. Moigan was nominated by Mr. [George] Walton, 
for the office of director of the hospitals. 

A memorial of Alexander McNutt was read.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of Decem- 
ber 7, &om Major General Greene, delivered in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Congress taking into consideration the eminent services 
rendered to the United States by Br^adier General Siunpter, 
of South Carolina, at the head of a number of volunteer 
militia, from that and the neighborii^ states, particularly 
in lAxe victory obtiuned over t^e enemy at the Hangin g Rock, 
on the 6th of August; in the d^eat of Major Wemys and the 
corps of British infantry and dragoons under his command, 
at Broad river, on the 9th day of November, in which the 
Sfud Major Wemys was made prisoner; and in the repulse of 
Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton, and the British cavalry and 
infantry under his command, at Black Storks, on Tyger river, 
on the 20th day of November last; in each of which actions 
the gallantry and military conduct of General Sumpter, 
and the courage and perseverance of his troops, were h^hly 
conspicuous; 

> This report is in the Papen of the Conimenlal Conf/nn, No. 136, V, folio 29. 

* This memorutl u in the Paptrt t^lhe Contwuntoi Cbnyrvu, No. 41, VI, folioi 211-323. 
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Resolved, therefore, That the thanks of Congress be pre- 
sented to Bngadier General Sumpter, and the militia afore- 
sfud, for such reiterated proofs of th^ patriotism, bravery, 
and military conduct, which entitle them to the highest 
esteem and confidence of their country; and that the com- 
manding officer of the southern department do forthwith 
cause the same to be issued in general orders, and transmitted 
to Genrasi Sim3.pter.' 

The committee appointed to report a plan for the arrange- 
ment of the civil executive departments of the United States 
delivered in a report, which was read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JANUARY 15, 1781 

A letter, of 6, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of this day, from the hon^ the Minister of 
France, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Bfr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A petition from Thomas Batea was read : ' 

Onlavd, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of 4th notwithstanding. 

A memorial irova. Moi^an Lewis was read : 

Ordered, That it be refeired to a committee of three. 

Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from E. 
Blaine, and the report of the Board of Treasury on the letter 

*Thi8Teport,iii the writing of Thomaa Bee, ia in the Paptrtq^lAtCmtincntoJ Con- 
grm. No. 19, V, folio 467. 

* The Waahii^:toii letter ii is the Fapen q^ the Continmtat Congret, No. 152, IX, 
folio 431; it ia printed in the Writingio/WaAinfUm (Ford), IX, 98. AtnnalKticAof 
the Ftench letter is in the Faperi of Ihe ConttnmtaJ Congrut, No. 87, folio 841 ; uiotbei 
tnnslKtion is printed in the Diplomalie Corrapondenee of tib AsntrUm Jifoolutum, 
(Whuton) IV, 232. 

* This petition it in the Papen qfth« Coniinmtal Ccmgrtu, No. 42, 1, folio 230. 
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from J. fierce, delivered in a draught of a letter to the states, 
which was agreed to as follows: 

Sm: A curcular address to the respective states, of the 
9th day of November last, communicated a requiMtion of 
Congress for the service of the current year. This act, and 
the system of the 18th of March, tor imngo rmg [respecting] 
our finances, include the principal means [which their present 
powers have enabled Congress to adopt] for prosecuting tlie 
war and thoy qjo of ouoh vnot momont, thaty undoj Pgovi 
donoot the p ttbt t e -e nfoty jo s ts upon thoir offioionoy ; meas- 
ures so deeply interesting not only demand the unremitted 
attention and vigorous support of the legislatures; but Con- 
gress ought to be informed of their prepress with the utm(»t 
precision. Both are necessary to the public credit, to the suo- 
ceea of our military operations, to the very existence of oiu* 
fUToies. By our act of the 21 of October, the state agents 
are directed to transmit to the Commander in Chief, and to 
the commissary general, respectively, monthly returns of all 
supplies which shall be drawn into their hands, specifying the 
articles and the magazines where they shall be deported. 
It is equally incumbent on the state treasurers to m^ke ma- 
Uar rettuns to the Board of Treasury of all the taxes which 
shall be brought Into their respective offices, and of the 
issues of the new emisdons. These are r^ulations which 
cannot be dispensed with, and it is recommended to the 
legislatures to enjoin them imder such penalties as wiU en- 
force a pronq)t and punctual obedience. 

Be«de8 those supplies for the current year, which cannot 
be anticipated without the utmost danger, the pay in arrear 
to the army demands your most serious consideration. The 
honor of government and military order and discipline 
depend on its regular discharge. Nor was a fund sufficient 
for this and other purposes neglected; for had the requisi- 
tions for taxes prior to the act of the 18 of March been 
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productive; bad the warrants on the Btate treasuries for the 
balances of those taxes, drawn so long ago as the first of 
July, been satisfied, a complaint of this nature could not 
have existed, b a t- wbon thofO - Jomninfl m fc tbi fl momwi t n 
dofieionoy of no loaa tb e at ■ ta)4B0. 38 4B - dollar s' it-wiU 
f oadily bo aoeountod foF. 

We are not unapprized of the embarrassments attending 
the collection of taxes from the credit given on commissaries' 
and quartermasters' certificates for the support of the army; 
but it is manifest that Congress could not provide a rranedy. 
W e hod o e o B od [It was found expedient to discontinue] the 
emission of paper money, to comply with wbat - waa - eon 
e eiyod fee bo the oon e o of - the - people, and from a want of 
oonfidonoo in the public ofodit oup [various causes, the pub- 
lic] necessities were not relieved by loans, at the same time that 
the oxpodjon t [measure] was embraced of extinguishing those 
certificates in the taxes. Hence tbe treasury has been 
without destitute of supply, almost every resource being 
cut off at the same instant. In vain have we endeavoured 
to obtain a knowledge of the amount of those certificates, or 
how far they have been reduced; and they continue to 
obstruct every plan which ooai bo (bath been] devised for re- 
storing public credit and supporting the war. This is a sub- 
ject to which the authority of the I^pslatures alone is com- 
petent, and it will become their wisdom and their zeal for the 
public service to ^ve it Uie fullest investigation. 

In the mean time, an immediate provision for the pay of 
the army is indispensably necessary. We need not dwell 
upon the injustice or the probable effects of a dday, they 
are obvious and alarming: and we earnestly call upon the 
several states to devise prompt and efficient means for re- 
mitting to the paymaster general, [on warrants to be issued 
in his favour,] the respective quotas ass^ed to them by the 
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enclosed estimate. With tfaiB - mo ftB OJO-i B ^ (mBoeteA-ttM 
ye iy OBstoneo of tbo mmay. ' 

The necessity of great and spirited exertions becomee 
every day more evident.' While the cruel policy of our 
enemies raises e«v universal indignation and abhorrence, it 
admonishes us that no time is to be lost in rescuii^ our 
bleeding country from desolation, and establishing its inde- 
pendence on the basis of an honorable and penmuient 
peace. However great may be the biuiJiens which we are 
called upon to sustain, let us remember that they are the 
price of liberty, and that they have been common to ev^y 
people who have dared to struggle for social h^piness 
agfunst tho hand of violence and oppression. Let us reflect 
on our solemn ei^;agements, to devote our lives and our 
fortimes to t^e best of causes: and we shall find tliat we 
cannot be destitute of resources. Let us review the past 
miseries of a lingering war, and the danger of its further pro- 
traction, and we shall seize the golden opportunity of co- 
operating with our generous ally, by every possible effort to 
render the approaching campaign glorious and decisive. 
If we are unable in this stage of the conflict wbon wo e nj<y 
tho iffospoet of ito happy oonolnaion to maintodn ■-««> 
«ftase defend ourselves by amiual taxes; can we hesitate to 
interpose our responsibility, or to contribute a portion of our 
capitals! ^^11 a people whose fortitude and patriotism 
have recited the admiration of Europe, languish at the 
bright dawn of triumph, and endanger the public happiness 
by a selfish parsimony? While Congress entertain just 
sentiments of tho b ob! of their constituents tor tho boflfe of 
eaaaes there can be no place for such humiliatii^ apprehen- 
sions. On the contrary, we shall look with confidence for 
a liberal compliance with every requisition which the public 
exigencies dictate. Experience has pointed out the dangers 
to which we have been exposed by a want of punctuality in 

> This fentflnce struck out, ia in the writing of Junes Mitchell Vamiun. 
* PVom this point die «ntri«a in the Jountkl >i« in 0«oige Bond '■ wiltiiv. 



lyGoogle 



January, 1781 61 

former supplies, and we are persuaded that those dangers 
wUl, for the future, be carefully prevented. 

For our own part we have left nothing unessayed to render 
the operations of the war more vigorous and successful. We 
have [applied] for naval succoiub from abroad : if we no longer 
continue unfortunate in the importation, we shall not want 
a competent supply of cloathing, arms and ammimition. 
We are once more attempting a foreign loan of q>ecie: we 
have pointed out and required the aids of men, provisions 
and money, which in every event must be produced from 
our own internal resources. We have strenuously urged 
upon the states a ptmctual compliance, on their part, with 
those requisitions, ^th the states who havo - tho powof 
alone have authority to execute; with an enlightened 
people, who know how to estimate the blessings for which 
we contend, it remains to give the measures which we have 
recommended their full and seasonable effect. 

The estimate referred to: 

Estimate of the siuns necessaiy to be forwarded by the 
respective states, from Pensylvania to New Hampshire, 
inclusive, for the immediate pay of the army composed of 
the lines of those states. Total 879,342 Dollars. 

Apportioned by Congress as follows: 



New Jersey, 51,726 

■vania, 232,767 



879,342 



New Hampshire, - - 51,726 

Massachusetts, 284,493 

Rhode Island, 25,863 

Connecticut, 155,178 

New York, 77,589 

The above is calculated on six months' pay in specie value; 
one half of which to be advanced without the least delay, 
and the remainder by the 1st of April next.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

> 11ii> Kport, in the writing o( James Duane, except the portioiiB in bnckete, which 
Btein Samuel Huntington 'b writing, is in the Paptn i^Ou Conftnenloi Cm^m, No. 24, 
fadioSOl. 

Hera ChariM Thomson raBumes the eatriM. 
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TUESDAY. JANUARY i6, 1781 

A letter, of 16, from J. Pierce, was read;* Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the order, of the 13, to the deputy pay- 
anaster, " to ^ve certificates to the individuals of the Gennan 
raiment for the balances that may be due to them" be and 
is hereby repealed. 

A letter, of 14 September last, from the hon*^ H. Laiu^ns, 
on board Uie VestoZ, British frigate, St. John, Newfoundland, 
was read.' 

A report from the Board of War, on the case of Colonel 
Donald Campbell, was read: 

At a Boasd of Wab January IS"^ 1781 

Gen' Ward 

Gen' Cornell 

The Board having recoDsidered tiieir report of the 29"' of October 
[NoTeniber 17] in the case of Col Donald Campbell, upon which they 
are directed to report specially, beg leave to ioform Congress, That 
on the 17? of July 1775 he vas appointed by Congress D Q M General 
for the Nev York department, with t^e rank of Colonel, in which 
he continued for some time, but was arrested and tried by a Court 
Martial in 1776, the sentence of which was unfavorable to him, but 
was not finally approved as Congress will see by Gen! Gates's report 
on thdr Journals of the IS"* of Jan' 1777 to which the Board b% 
leave to refer. It operated however to take from him bis employ- 
ment of D Q M Gen' and on the 13"* of February 1777. Congress re- 
solved: "That he be continued in his former pay and rank; and 
directed to repair iaimediately to the Commissioners for auditing 
accounts of the Northern Army, and settle with them the accounts 
of his late department" 

Upon this state of the matter, and taking into consideration that 
Gol Campbell has not done one day's public duty, except settling his 
own public accounts, since the last mentioned resolve, the Board 
submit the following resolution: 

iThial«tteiiaiiLthePap«na/tft<0cmlin«)UaI(7onpr«H, No. 16S, folio 617. 
*Thu letter ia printed in the iXpIomatie Corrttpondme* oftha Jmtriean Awolutmi 
(Wharton) IV, 56. 
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That Col Dcmald Campbell be considered as out of the service from 
andaftw the !<! day of January 1781; and that he receive his pay and 
sabsistence to that time without any allowance for depreciation.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, 
Mr. [Jcffleph] Montgomery. 

It being represented to Congress by the del^ates of South 
Carolina and Georgia that aU the treasmy and public papers 
belonging to those states were deposited some time dnce in 
Vi^inia, and they have reason to apprehend they may be in 
danger of fdUii^ into the enemy's hands; Therefore, 

Ordered, That on the application of the delegates afore- 
said, a warrant issue in their favour on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
Eiylvfmia, for twenty thousand dollars of the old emissions, 
to enable them to remove the s^d public papers to some 
place of greater security, and for which sum the said states 
respectively are to be accountable: South Carolina for two 
thirds, and the said State of Geoi^ for one third, of the 
said sum.^ 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury on Mr. A. Lee's accounts, and 

The Committee of Commerce, delivered in reports. 

The Commercial Committee beg leave to Report that from a 
desire of discharging the duties assigned them, they have appHed to 
the books and papers of their predecessors, but have found them in 
such extreme disorder, as utterly to defeat all hope of their obtaining 
bi any reasenable time, a sufficient knowledge of the state of the 
Department. 

That in thrar opinion this disorder in the aSaics of the Department 
has in a great measure if not wholly arisen &om the practice of com- 
mitting them to Members of this House, who had it not in thdr 

*llua Import ia In the PojMnQ^e&« CofUm«ntal OmirrMi, No. 147, VI, folio 77. 

' Thia Older and pnunbls wen tiao entered in the mMioacript Btcnt (Damntfe) 
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power to give them the requisite atteadon, wiliiout neglecting some 
of the more immediate and important business of Congress, for this 
reason the Committee submit the following Beeolution: 

That an agent be appointed with a competent salary whose duty 
it shall be to arrange and state the accounta of the former Committees 
of Commerce and to nkanage the Commercial transactions of Congress.* 

War Office Janf W 1781 
Sm. 

The Board have been honored with an order from Congress to draw 
a warrant in favor of Thomas Bates late a soldier in Colonel Moylans 
Bcgiment whose case is exactly similar to those of great numbers who 
have been refused at this Board, and of those who never had it in 
their power to apply. If this warrant is drawn it will expose Congress 
to repeated apphcatioos and as Hbsxo is no Money in the &£litaiy 
Chest even if warrants are drawn, they will ather be useless or sold 
about the City for trifling considerations. The Board foresaw tlie 
present inconveniences and reported to Congress on the 22°^ of 
December on the subject. If the monies reconmiended to be put 
into the hands of the Pay Master (General are provided we shall be 
happy to distribute them among the appliers. But at present we 
submit to Congress whether giving a Warrant or paying money to 
one soldier and not to others under like circumstances will not be of 
more disadvantage than benefit to the public.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17, 1781 

A memorial of Robert Elliot was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

Mr. Alexander McDougall, a del^ate for the State of 
New York, attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

Resolved, That the salary of the secretary for foreign affairs 
be four thousand doUais per annum, exclusive of office ex- 
pences. 

■ This report is in the Papfft t^f the OimtttwtUal Congreu, No. 31, (olio 225. 

* This report is in the Paptn of&e Cimftnmtal Congrut, No. 147, VI, folio 73. It ii 
IsdoTsed: "Bead J&nr 16, 1781. Ordered to lie on the table." 

* Tbia manKriat ia In the i'ttpn q/" lb (>m<to«ttlal amgnM, No. 41, III, folio 01. 
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Resdvedf That Monday next be aadgned for electing a 
secretary for foreign affairs. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a director of the 
miHtaiy hospital; and the baUots being taken, Dr. John 
Cochran was elected, having been previously nominated by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamnm. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a paymaster general 
of the army; and the ballots being taken, Mr. John Pierce 
was elected, having been previously nominated by Jfe. 
[Abraham] Clark; 

Resolved, That Mr. [Isaac] Motte be excused, on account 
of his ill state of health, from attending on the business of 
the Board of Treasury, and that another be appointed in his 
stead. 

The member chosen, Mr. [George] Walton. 

Mr. Robert R. Livingston was nominated by Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, and 

Mr. A. Lee by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, for the oflfice of 
secretary for foreign affairs. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Wh^eupon, 

Was OrnoB DeiT. £9^ 1780 
Sm, 

The Board have the honor to enclose for the consideration of 
Congress, two letters from Mr Baker Johnson in Maryland, from 
which it appears that he has involved himself in a difficulty, not a 
little discerning to him, by a laudible desire to promote the public 
good. 

The contract for which he stands engaged was made before the 
reeolulion of the 6*^ ulto prohibiting Military Officers from m airing 
purchases could be known: and b^ng informed that an officer was 
left at Philadelphia for the express purpose of procuring clothing for 
Col Lee's Corps, leather breeches among other Articles, he tbought 
there was little risk in becoming security for a purchase, which the 
soldiers then stood in need of, and which was made on terms not 
disadvantageous to the public. 
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The Board b% leave to report: 

Resolved, That the executive of the State of Maryland be 
and hereby are requested to liquidate and settle the account of 
Mr. Baker Johnson for fifty two iMiaj s- of lonthop bfooohoo 
cloathing which he purchaaed for Lieutenant Colonel Lee's 
partizan corps on account of the United States.' 

The committee to whom waa referred the letter, of 15, 
from the hon*^ the Chevalier de la Lucerne, minister pleni- 
potentiary of France, delivered in a report, which was read : 

The Committee to whom waa referred ihe Cormnmucation of the 
Cheralier De la Luzerne Minister of France of the 15*^ Inatanb have 
agreed to report hereupon as follows. 

Whereas Els Most Christian Majesty has thought proper to give 
an additional proof of his regard for these United States in his letter 
dated the 10? day of August last to the Admiral of France, touching 
the sentence and condemnation of prizes taken by PriTOtoom armed 
Teasels fitted out by these States in the Ports of France, by signifying 
t^at it is his intention and pleasure, that the prizes which shall be 
taken by such PriynteoH i armed Tessels, and brought into any of his 
ports may be judged of by the Council for prizes in the same manner 
as those made by Privateers fitted out by his subjects; and that the 
officers of the Adnuralty observe with regard to them the formalities 
prescribed by his declaration of the 24? June 177S. Congress desir- 
ous of evidencing a reciprocal esteem and regard for the good ally and 
his subjects have resolved: 

That all Prizes taken by Priv a toow ot Ijolitow of M wqae armed 
vessek fitted out by the subjects of his Most Christian Majesty in 
any of the ports of these United States, and brought within the same, 
may and shall be judged of tried and oondetnned in any Court of 
Admiralty, in the same manner in all respects as those made by 
Privrtooro o> Lettow of M ai^qae armed vessels belonging to the 
Citizens of any of these States of which all persons concerned are 
to take notice, and govern themselves accordingly. 

[If the amendments proposed by the Board of Admiralty should 
be agreed to the Resolution will then read: 

That all prizes taken by Privateers end other armed vessels fitted 

out and navigated by the subjects of his Most Christian Majesty in 

' Thia nport is in Uia PaperM of tfw Contmeniat Ctmgret*, No. 147, VI, (olio 1. 
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any of the Forts of theae United States and brought within the same, 
may and shall be judged of tried and condemned in any Court of 
Admiralty in the same manner in all reapecta as tiiose made by 
Frirateers and other armed vesseb belonging to the tatizens of imy 
of these States. Of which all persons concerned are to take notice 
and goTem themselTes accordingly.] * 

Ordered, That It be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the memorial 
of John Ross, together with his accoimt against the United 
States, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Teeasubt Officb Jan'. 13^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report, 

That they have had under their consideration the report of the 
Chambers of accounts and the Auditor General on the account of 
John Rosa referred to them by Congress on the 3f of January with 
directions to liquidate the accomit and devise ways and means for 
paying the balance due to him beg leave to submit the same to the 
dedsion of Congress on the point submitted by the Auditor GeneraJ 

The Board however are of opinion from the certificates adduced 
that Mr Rosa has complied on his part with every requisition in the 
settlement of his accounts under the direction of DoctT Franklin 
required by a specual resolution of Congress for that purpose dated 
August 11^ 1778 and it would seem unreasonable for him to wait for 
the payment of his balance which from anything that appears to the 
contrary is well and justly settled until DocU Franklm who is in 
possession of the papers on which that balance is founded may send 
them forward. The Board are further of opinion that a continuation 
of the interest from the date of the settlement Viz. on the 1? of July, 
1779, to the present time ought to be made, which, by the report 
amounta to the sum of £1368.. 3.. 9 which with the former balance is 
£19,445.. 11.. 11 Steriing, the following resolution is ther^ore 
submitted: 

Readved, That bills of Exchange be drawn on ihe AGmster 

Plecipotentiaiy of the United States of North America at the court 
of to the amount of nineteen thousand four hundred and 

forty five pounds eleven Shillings and eleven pence Sterling to dis- 

* ^lii report, in tlie writing at Thomas UcKean., the part ia brackets in that of 
~ Burke, !■ in the Paptn of (Ac Orm(m«»foI Omgrtu, No. 37, (olio 346. 
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ohaj^ the principd and interest of the pubUc debt due to John Eoss, 
and that the Board of Treaaury be authorized and directed to cany 
this resolution into effect.' 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury direct the balance of 
nineteen thousand four hundred and forty-five pounds, 
eleven shillings and eleven pence sterling to be entCTed to 
the credit of John Ross in the books of the United States, 
and that the said balance bear an interest of ax per cent, 
per annum until paid. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the letter of 5 of November laat, from General Wash- 
ington, enclosing a memorial from the officers in the hospital 
department; and, thereupon, came to the following resolu- 
tions: 

Whereas, by the plan for conducting the hospital depart- 
ment, passed in Congress the 30th day of September last, no 
proper establishment is pro^dded for the officers of the medi- 
cal staff, after their diamssion from public service, which, 
considering the custom of other nations and the late pro- 
vision made for the officers of the army, aftCT the conclusion 
of the war, they appear to have a just claim to; for remedy 
whereof, and also for amending several parts of the above- 
mentioned plan: 

Resolved, That all officers in the hospital deparbnent, and 
medical staff, hereinafter mentioned, who shall continue in 
service to the end of the war, or be reduced before that time 
as supernumeraries, shall be entitled to, and receive, during 
life, in Ueu of half-pay, the following allowance, viz. 

The director of the hospital equal to the half-pay of a 
lieutenant colonel: 

Chief physicians and surgeons of the army and hospitals, 

cians wid surgeons, purveyor, apothecary, and r^imental 
■ThbnpratUintbePap««q^a*a>nlcMntalC!aivnw,No.ia6, V, bdioSS. 
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surgeons, each equal to the half-pay of a It ento a o Bt cap- 
tain: and rogimontol mato a oaoh equal to the half puy of a 

That there be allowed to the purveyor, apothecary, and 
assistant purveyors, each, forage for one horse: 

That the power given in the before-mentioned plan, to the 
chief phyracian and sui^eon of the army, to remove regi- 
mental surgeons and mates in case of absence without leave, 
shall in. future extend no further than a power of suspension, 
until such delinquent shall be reported to a proper officer 
for bringing him to trial by court martial: 

That the apothecary may deliver medicines, insta*uments 
and dressings, and other articles of his department, to the 
hospitals, on orders in writing from a physician and suigeon 
having the care of any particular hospital, where the director 
or one of the chief phymcians and surgeons shall not be 
present to give t^e same: 

That the power ^ven to the director and chief hospital 
physicians, with respect to the appointment of matrons, 
nurses, and other persons necessary for the r^ular manage- 
ment of the hospitals, be extended to each of the physicians 
and siugeons of the h(^itals, in the absence of the director 
and chief ph^cians and surgeons. 

^ftt- Dotwithatanding tb e-p robib it i a n ng ft in a tr - t^eopg of the hoa 
p i ta J s H flingany of the S tofoa proyided - for-fcho -s ieht tho - flft id-offiooM 
may - oeenflioDnllj - dmff - oufe - of tbo - ho a pitol -S tope a- und e p - bhoi^p w ti a al M' 
direetion by writt e n - oi f d e f H ' on - tho S towftfdo of tho o a mot do b Ii onm i ll 
^^ wti oI «a - for - thoir ■ oomfoFteblo oubaiflt e noo no thoy m a y 
9( ^d in nood -» f T-p*«^ 'idod auah - a rtdol e fl > po not iim »di- 
> toly wnnted fop tho uao of the Hiohi of whi e h a rtiel c a no io B o c d^ ^e 
Bte wiwda •s hall keep rogulftp eoeoiintQ) oboTging -ei wh offlo e f w ith th e 
■ Tt in l cn il nmrn n fi t hn n ii i m n t j irinn l ihn rninifi hmm n t th a t t imri] Trh ir h 
■ h i H - b e - d e do e tod ont - of ■ his - pay - ii^tho o e ttl e m e nt of biB - a eee «at) 
ae pi gfl of - whieh a eoounta, - eflch ' PCflpoGbi¥» S tow a rd^ - und a^ obIigotion - ef 
bia o a th of OffieO) flh a ll tnm i gnit - oTepy aix m e n t h ft- t e- the - PawoyoFt 
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w hi e h - boing oh a f g od in a g en e »I a eoount by hinij a h a lL ' be - lod getMB 

Hiftt the - Diw»toF) - Cbief ■ PhymciaiiB of ■ the ■> imy and ho B y t risi -a nd 
othfti ^- Phy B iwaiiB and offlooFB - in tho ho a pitol dqiMtni e nb, po well tfaooe 
I ft toly ^ ^iamia H od - f Fotn BeryieO) a s thooe ro nppoint e d - iD - the - lo a t F» wwige - 
Ht en t who - wefe - Id - offioe - botw e en - the fiiBt-dfty o< 'S q > g"1777| -a nd the 
80^ day of -fi op te mbep laot| a hall hoffo tJte d<yF ee ia t ion"of mopoy - made 
g » od to t hwa -e n- t boiF i p a y - f er-fl ttrfi ' part of the a bore m e ati a D c d - tim e 
aa they - w efeae OH^Iy -e nq)Ioy e d in public ue wl ee t ' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY i8, 1781 

On motion of Mr. [Abraham] Clarke, seconded by Mr. 
[Jfuues] Duane, 

Resolved, That the Board of Admiralty be authorised to 
exchange, as heretofore, any exchangeable prisoners of the 
enemy, taken in refugee boats, for our people prisoners with 
the enrauy, the resolution of the 5th instant notwithstanding. 

A letter, of 28 December, from Major General Greene; 

A letter, of 8th, from Baron Steuben, and 

A letter, of 10, &om the govCTnorof Virginia, were read:' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read : 

Ordered, That it be re-committed to the Board, and that 
they take order for having imported from France with all 
convenient speed the brass howitzers mentioned in Brigadier 
General Knox's letter, of 27 December:' 

Ordered, That the Board of War give orders for furnishing 
the discharged non-commissioned officers and soldiers, late 
of the Peneylvania line, with one ration of provi^ons for 
every twenty miles, to support them on the way to their 

> This report, In the writing of Abrsbua dark, ia in the Paper* 0/ (lie ConiinttUat 
Congreu, No. 19, VI, foUo 331. 

' Greene's letter is in the Paptr* of lh« Conttnoilol Con^rtu, No. 1S6, I, folio 4S7. 
Steuben's is in No. 184, folio 202; the ViiginiA letter is in No. 71, II, folio 1. 

* Tliii order wm bIso mtcnd in the manuBcript Secret (Domestic) Journal. 
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places of abode, and that the quantity furnished be endorsed 
on theii respective discharges. 

A letter, of 3, from Major General Gates, was read.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] Mathews, a 
del^ate for the State of South Carolina, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the con- 
tinental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twenty 
thousand dollars old emissions, for which the said State of 
South Carolina is to be accountable; 

That on the application of Gillam Aertson, clerk at the 
war office, a warrant issue in his favoiu* on Thomas Smith 
aforesaid for two hundred dollars new emissions, part of the 
balance of salary due to him, and for which be is to be 
accountable: 

That on the application of John M. Jackson, one of the 
clerks in the secretary's office, a warrant issue in his favour 
on Thomas Smith aforesaid for one hundred and twenty-five 
dollars new emission, part of the balance of salary due to 
him, and for which he is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That to Morrow, immediately after reading the 
journals, Congress be resolved into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider the reports respecting finance. 

The committee appointed to report a compensation for 
the staff of the army &c.; and 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of J. Henderson, delivered in thdr respective 
reports. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the plan of executive boards, and, some time being 
spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ Tbia letter is in the Paper* qf Oie ContinenUU Qmgreu, No. 151, II, Itdia SO. 
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FRIDAY. JANUARY 19, 1781 

AccordiDg to the order of the day, Congress was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and, after some time E^nt 
ther»n, the President resmned the chair, and Mr. [Theo- 
dorick] Bland reported that the Committee have had under 
consideration the reports referred to them, and have made 
some progress; but, not having come to a conclusion, desire 
leave to sit again: 

Ordered, That to Mottow at 11 o'Clock Congress be 
resolved into a Committee of ibb Whole, to conrader farther 
the reports on finance. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Harwood, com- 
nus»on^ of the continental loan office for the State of 
Maryland, in favor of John Pierce, paymaster general, for 
one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one dollars in the 
bills of credit emitted pursuant to the act of Congress of the 
18 March last, to enable him to discharge a warrant drawn 
on him by the Board of War, in favour of Captain Daniel 
Pendleton, for the like sum, beii^ on accoimt of the pay of 
his company of artificers now marching for the southern 
army, from the first of August, 1780, to 1 January, 1781, 
and for which siun the said paymaster general is to be 
accountable.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30, 1781 

A letter, of 19, &om J. Pierce, was read, signifying his 
acceptance of the office of paymaster general. 

A memorial of the officers of the five Fensylvania com- 
panies of the late German raiment was read:' 

1 This report is in Uie Paptn of iht CantimmUii Congrm, No. 138, V, folioa SC ud 41. 
' Pierce's letter is in the Pafert of (A« Oontmmtal Congn**, No. 1S6, folio 680; tbo 
BtMnaml of Fennaylvanik offlcen ia fn No. 41, VII, folio 286. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The mraubers, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 
Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

A repcfft from the Boiud of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That, on the application of Theophilufl Gardner, 
assistant in the auditor general's office, a warrant issue on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner of the Continental loan office 
for the State of Pensylvania, in his favour for one hundred 
dollars new emission, part of the balance of salary due to 
him and for which he is to be accountable.'- 

The committee, to whom was ref^red the letter of 31 
December, from E. Blaine, delivered m a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a lettCT be written by the President to the 
executive of the State of Delaware, repreeentii^ the necessity 
of forming magazines of flour contiguous to the army, and 
urging that State to send forward their quota to Trenton by 
water, without delay .^ 

According to the order of the day. Congress was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and after some time the 
President resumed the chau* and Mr. [Theodorick] Bland 
reported that the Comnuttee have considered farther the 
reports referred to them, but, not having yet come to a con- 
clusion desire leave to sit again. 

Ordered, That on Monday next Congress be resolved into 
a Committee of the Whole to take into th^'ffuther considera- 
tion the reports on finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

' Thii lepOTt IB in the Papen of the Cimtinmtal Congrat, No. 136, V, lolioe 35 and 41. 
* This ie|H}rt, ID the writing of JaoiM Diun«, ia in Uie Paper* o/ (&c Cc>n4m«i)to{ CSim- 
grat. No. 19, I, folio 3SS. 
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MONDAY. JANUARY aa, 1781 

A letter, of 11, from Baron Steuben, was read.* 

A report, horn the Board of War, was read : 

At a Boabd of Wab Jan'. £0, 1781. 

Preeent Mi Peters 

Oen) Cometl, 

Lt Col. Foireet, the Officer appointed bj hia EzceDency the Com- 
mander in Chief, to the command of tiie post at Carlisle, represents 
to the Board that he has not received any pay for a long time past, 
and that it is impossible for him to proceed to CarUsle without having 
a sum of money advanced to him. 

The Board beg leave to report, That the Board <^ War grant a 
warrant on the Pay Master General in favor of Lt. Col. Forrest of 
Col Proctors Raiment of Artillery, for hia pay and subsistence for 
three months, to commence the first day of August last.* 

Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board to 
take order, the resolution of the 4 notwithstanding. 

According to order, Congress was resolved into a Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and after some time the President resumed 
the chair and Mr. [Theodorick] Bland reported that the Com- 
mittee have had under th^ farther consideration the reports 
referred, but not having come to a conclusion desire leave 
to sit again. 

Ordered, That to Morrow, immediately after reading the 
Journal, Congress be resolved into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider farther the reports referred to them. 

On motion of^Mp. [Jobn j -Wi^Mropoon) aooondod b y 
Mf.-[8Q i muol3 Adorns, 

O r d i crody That for the oonvonicnoo of - oommofoo and 
tfodo th e- tr e a e uref of the Unitod S tate s and tbo loan 
B.M.M JMB. offloop f w the Stttto of Pongylvanift choai g o ob 
"'* far oa may bo in thoip powop bills cmittod pof - 

fl uont to the aot of Congposs of tbo 1 8- Mnpoh - lo e t - by on e 
S toto fop similcfcp bills <Mfti tte d by nnethop S tnto. 

AdjoiuTied to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ This letter u in tlie Papen of Out CantxRenM Omgrtu, No. 161, folio 210. 

■ This report is in the Pap«ri(i/'(h« CoiUHimtal Coniffm, No. 147, VI, folio 101. 
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TUESDAY. JANUARY 33, 1781 

A letter, of 15th, from General Washington; 

A letter, of 28th September, and one, of 9th October, 
from John de Neufville & Son, were read;' 

A letter, of the 10th, from J. Bradford, was read, enclosing 
a schedule of the settlement with Captain Duarti, for the 
Nostra Serihora dd Carmo and St. Antonio and caigo, and 
Captain Buarti's dischai^; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

The del^ates for the State of New York, laid before Con- 
gress a lett^ of 14, from John M'Kesson, which being read, 
it was thereupon,* 

Resolved, That a procurator be appointed, during the 
pleasure of Congress, to prosecute in behalf of Congress for 
all debts due to, or frauds committed agunst these United 
States in the State of New York. 

Resolved, That Egbert Benson, esq. be appointed to the 
office of procurator as aforesaid. 

Ordered, That the letter aforesaid be referred to the 
Board of Treasury to take order. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd of Wab Jamtary 19, 1781 

Present If Petera 

Gen! Cornell. 

The Board beg leave to lay before Congresa a letter £rom Col 
Aimand on the subject of his l^on in which he propoaes, 

lliat a furiough be granted him for such time aa Congress maj 
think proper and leave granted bim to go to France for tiie purpose 

>Tlie Wacdungton letter ia in the Papv» of the Contmmiid Ctmgmt, No. 152, IX, 
folio 611; it is printed in part in Tht Wntingi of WaMngton (Ford) IX, 110. 
De NeufviUe'a letta of September 2B ia in tlie Paper* of Ott Contmental Congrtit, 
No. 145, folio 41; that of October 9 ia on folio 45. 

■ Bi&dford's letter is in the Papen of At Conttnm&il Cmgnt, No. 78, IV, folio 73: 
UcKeMOD'a ia io No. 78, XVI, foUo 127. 
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of procuring on his own credit, cloUiing, axam, accoutremento and 
horse furniture for bis le^on, Congress agreeing to pay him the 
amount of the articles procured, in four jears with interest at five 
pT cent per annum. 

He represents the impracticability of getting men under the 
former resolution of Congress on this subject and therefore request 
that monies for recruiting be given to the Officer left in command of 
the legion for the purpose of inlisting. 

That means may be taken to procure horses for the Dragoons. 

He represents that the Corps is in want of a Lieutenant Colonel and 
wishes that Lt Col Temant may hare this appointment, 'when ex- 
changed, and that this may be done without additional ezpence to 
the United States, as this Qentleman ia already in the service in the 
rank proposed. That the remains of the Corps may be. stationed at 
some convenient place for the purpose of equipment and discipline. 

On those representations should Congress approve of them it may 
be proper to resolve: 

Resolved, That Congress approve of Colonel Armand's 
proposals as made in his letter of the 19th instant to the 
Board of War, respecting procunng cloathing and equipment 
of his l^on on his own credit; the monies advanced for the 
purchase of the articles procured, to be repaid in four years, 
with interest, at five per cent per annum; the articles 
procured to be plain and useful, without unnecessary decora- 
tions or expence: 

That Colonel Armand have leave to go to France; and for 
this purpose a fiurlough be granted him for six months: 

That the Board of Treasiny report a warrant in favour 
of the paymaster of the Board of War, for the sum deemed 
necessary by the Board to recruit the l^on commanded by 
Colonel Armand to its complement: 

That Lieutenant Colonel Temant be appointed lieutenant colonel 
of Colonel Armand's legion and take his rank and conmiand therun 
when exchanged. 

That the quartermaster general be du^cted to procure a 
sufficient number of horses, to remount sudi of the cavalry 
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ae are deetitute of horses agreeably to directions to be given 
by the Commander in Chief for the next campaign, and that 
Colondl Anuand's l^on be furnished with its proportion 
out of the numbOT so procured by the quartermaster general :* 

That the remaind^ of Colonel Armand's legion, now in 
servicse, be stationed, for the pxu*po8e of discipline and equip- 
ment, at such place as the Commimder in Chief shall think 
proper: 

Should Congrees not deem it expedient to adopt the before men- 
tioned resolutions, they will be pleased to resolve. 

That a Committee be appointed to confer with Colonel Arntand 
on the subject of his letter to the Board of War, relating to the 
arming, equipping and recruiting his partizan Corps. * 

That so much of the report as relates to the appointment 
of Lieutenant Colonel Temant to be lieutenant colonel of the 
legion commanded by Colonel Armand, be referred to the 
Commander in Chief. 

Accordmg to the order of the day, Congress was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, to consid^ further the 
reports on finance, and after some time the President re- 
sumed the chair and Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the 
Committee have had under consideration the reports to 
them referred and have made some progrras, but, not 
having come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again. 

Ordered, That to Morrow, after reading the Joiumal, Con- 
gress be resolved into a Committee of the Whole to consider 
farth^ the reports on Finance.' 

A report firom the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 

* Theaa nsolutioiu u ui extract from the miiiutcfl u« in tlie Paper* i>^(ft< Qmtincn/ol 
Cmpreu, No. lU, folio 462. 

■ This report is in llie Paptn of the CbnluuntoZ Congrtu, No. U7, VI, folio 07. 

* From thia point the entries are by Oeoige Bead. 
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vania, in favor of John L. Clarkson, clerk to the Board of 
Treasuiy, foi twenty four thousand and fifty dollars old 
emissions, to enable him to pay for a sett of principal books, 
paper and sundry other articles for the use of the auditor 
general's office, [and to pay for a stove already fitted up for 
the use of the said office] and for which the said John L. 
Clarkson is to be accountable/ 

Resolved, That the order of yesterday for changing the 
new money be and hereby is repealed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 94. 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Colonel Armand, was read; ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 
The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamimi, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall. 
A letter, of 22, from A. Skinner, was read; ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Itfr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery, Mr. [Abraham] Clark. 

A letter, of October 4, from "Mr. Dumas, was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
hb former, of September 12. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the said committee, 
in the room of those absent: 
The member, A&. [Thomas] McEean. 
A memorial, from the owners of a ship building at Ken- 
sington, was read; 

*TtiiareportiainlhePap<r(o/lA«CE>nfth«tUiiICbnfr«n, No. 13e,V, folio39; tliepor- 
tfam In brackets is in the report but not In the Journal. 
Thonuon here reeumes tho entries. 

■ Thia letter u in the Papert of (Ac GmlmmUd Cong»M, No. 164, (olio 4fi0. 
• Thia lettw ia in the Papm (i^ lIU Cmlmnlai Cm^vw, No. 78, XX, folio 667. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty 
to take order. 

The committee, on the memorial of E. Forman; and 

The committee, on the memorial of R, Peters Ac; and 

The committee appointed to confer and act in concert 
with the executive of the State of Fensylvauia in quieting 
the disturbances in the Pensylvania line, delivered in their 
respective reports: 

The Committee &i 

Having at different times sent to Congress every material piece of 
Intelligence, during the course of their negotiations, now beg leave 
to lay before the House a connected view of their whole Proceedings 
with Remarks. 

On their arrival at Trenton on Saturday Evening the 6*) Instant, 
they met and conversed fully with M^ President Reed from the 
Executive Council of the State of Pennsylvania, who had that Day 
been at Maidenhead near Princeton and began a Treaty with the 
insuigeots through General Wayne. The Committee <^ Congreea 
and oi the Council agreed upon tbe measures to be pursued by them 
in conjunction and in particular, that not only every thing justly 
due to the Soldiers of the Pennsylvania line should be granted, but 
that a construction favorable to them should be put upon the form 
of enlistment, for (hree years or dwiiig the war; viz: that it should 
terminate in three years unless the soldier had voluntarily reinlisted 
but that they would not on any account discharge those who had 
freely inlisted for the war. They also agreed that as Qen> Wayne 
had offered them on the 2f Instant a general amnesty it should be 
confirmed whatever reason there was in two or three instances to have 
made exceptions. 

The Committee received undoubted information, that the Soldiers 
during their march had observed very strict order, and had done 
l»4eaB very little damage to the lohabitants in passing through 
tJhe Country than oould hayo boon eapeotod , and that they observed 
the same order in Princeton where they had now been near a week. 
It also appeared that they constantly gave out that they would 
not go to the Enemy, but that on the contrary, if the Enemy en- 
couraged by their proceedings should make an excursion into New 
Jersey, they would turn and join the Militia in fighting them. Yet 
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their taking Post at Princeton, which was so conveniently situated 
for turoing either wa.7, gave ground to suspect that they might 
reserve this as an ultimate resource in case of extremities — all this 
while Gen) Wayne, and Colonels Stewart and Butler were with them, 
not Prisoners as was at first supposed, hut without command. 

On Sunday morning the 7^ M^ President Keed proceeded to Prince- 
ton, having been informed that the Soldiers earnestly desired it, and 
assured hirn he would be perfectly safe, the Committee of Congress 
remaining at Trenton to correspond and co-ftperate with him. In 
the night preceeding a Sergeant from Qeni Clinton at N. York with a 
disa£Fected Inhabitant of N. Jersey for a guide had come to them to 
Princeton and produced a written but unsigned address to them, a 
Copy of which is herewith laid before Congress. Another paper of 
the same tenor wrapt in Sheet lead, was dropt by some unknown 
person before the door of the House where the Board of Seigeants 
used to meet. These overtures they received with so much contempt 
and indignation that they seized the persons who brought them, and 
sent them to General Wayne, yet taking his promise to re-deUver 
them when called for, he sent them under a guard of the revolted 
soldiers to President Beed who met them on his way to Fiinceton, 
and carried them back under a guard of the Pennsylvania light 
Horse to Maidenhead for examination. When he was preparing at 
that place to proceed to Princeton, the Soldiers sent and desired 
again to have the custody of the Prisoners, yet promising to have 
them forthcoming to the order of the President and they were accord- 
ingly delivered to them, notwithstanding this suspicious circumstance 
he determined to go on, and did so. He was received by them with 
great respect under arms and saluted. They discovered however on 
this occasion a great jealousy and suspicion of their being over- 
reached, for their Sei^eants came up close to him on pretence of 
enquiring when and where they might converse with him, but in 
reality to be fully satisfied of the Identity of his person, nor would 
the soldiers be satisfied until some of the Sergeants who knew him 
personally assured them it was President Beed. 

In the afternoon of that Day he conversed fully with the Sergeants, 
who acted in name of the whole, and found that thoy diBoovoped 
a » projudiee B a g a ins t Congraw bop even agninst tbo S tnto of Ponnayl 
Tania bnt ehiofly a g a ins fr ^HnO 'e f their own offioew and oomplnincd of 
fine dee « q > tion in t h e ir e oliDte eatBi — W e-t hwt - re a d to left with them 
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a set of propofiitioiis to be read to the Soldiery next monung on 
the Parade and early oa the following day, Monday the 8*^, aent an 
account of his proceedings, and a Copy of the Propositiona to the 
Committee of Congress. In the mean time the Executive authority 
of the State of New Jersey had given orders to have the Militia 
assembled on the lines and at Brunswick, in ord^ to protect the 
Country and oppose the Enemy if they should land at Amboy, as 
^so finally to quell the Mutiny if reasonable terms should be refused. 

The Committee attentively considering the whole affair and being 
fully informed of every circumstance by the Inhabitants of Princeton 
and the neighbourhood, whom the Soldiers suffered freely t« mix 
with them, found that there was a considerable number of British 
Deserters who had been enlisted among them, though contrary 
to the repeated directions of Congress and the laws of thdr own 
State. Two of these had even been chosen into the Board of Ser- 
geants who managed their affairs, and nothing but the disseoitof these 
hindered them from executing the two spies by their own authority. 
Probably these as well as some of the other English Deserters had 
their eyes on New York, but they were never able to make theur 
sentiments on this subject general, nor durst they even express them 
freely. The revolted Body in general discovered and even expressed 
great jeaiousies that the Militia of the countty would be brought upon 
them to prevent which thoy paid the strictest attention to discipline, 
and the protection of the Inhabitants and every where published 
that they wanted only justice to themselves. They further often 
said that should the Enemy come out, they would join the Country 
under Geni Wayne, at the same time dropping threatenioga that if the 
MiliUa came upon them before the affair was settled they would bum 
and waste the Country without mercy. AU this had ita natural 
effect, for there appeared no disposition in the Militia to act against 
them till an accommodation was tried but if they had either refused 
reasonable terms or turned towards New York, the Coontiy would 
have risen upon them to a man. 

The Committee therefore prepared on thdr part an additional 
Declaration' and Requisition a Copy of which is herewith produced. 
This having been sent to President Reed, was by him communicated 
to tiiem this Day, Monday the 8*^, and in the Evening they sent a 
written Declaration upon the terms offered them a Copy of which 
also accompanies this Report — about this time the Conunittee were 
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b&ppy in recwving a Copy of Gen! Waahingtons letter to Gen! Wayne, 
by which it appeared that he approved and recommended the very 
measuree of lenity and jusUcfi which had been adopted by them, bo 
that there would be perfect hannony on the part of the United States. 
Freaident Beed adhered to his own propositions, and those of the 
Committee and rejected that mentioned by them of chusing an equal 
number of the Commissioners, who were to determine the particular 
claims and insisted that they should immediately accept or refuse, and 
if they accepted, that they should march to Trenton to have the plan 
carried into execution. This was accordingly agreed to. They 
marched next Morning and arrived at Trenton Tuesday the 9'!' about 
2 o'clock P. M. 

The Committee were at Trenton when they anived a nd - from the 
diflpo a ition tbay wore in bad no ^qH 'e bonsion of dnDgep from thorn 
yet thought it would hftvo a n - inyropof a ppoftronoo ah e uld thoy o e a - 
lanuo in bbo pow e f -e f-PMMi in - owm wbob a d - not yot oomple a tod - tb e ir 
ft groemont a nd Darocd l^eip effioew. — Ot-^iiB oeoount th e y w ent ey e g 
the Bivoy -i n - tb e-a ft e rooon and that Evening had a long and full 
conference with the Committee of the Council of Pennsylvania, 
on which they appointed Commissioneis for hearing and determining 
the claims of the Soldiers without delay viz. Col. Atlee of the Com- 
mittee of Congress, Oen! Potter of the Committee of Council, Capt. 
Morris and Mr Blair M^Ienaghan of the light horae, and also deter- 
mined next Morning to make a peremptory demand of the two Spies 
who were yet in the custody of the Soldiers. Next Morning Wednes- 
day the IO*t the Soldiers proposed an additional article that they 
should continue in arms till the whole Regiment were settled with 
and not disperse as they recdved their discharges. But this was 
by Freaident Reed who had g taid on the co a t aide of tho Biy e r posi- 
tively refused as absurd in itself and discovering an unreasonable 
jealousy and a final answer to the former propositions required in 
two hours. Within this time they declared they were well satisfied 
with the nomination of the Commissioners they departed from their 
demand of continuing in arms after they were dischaiged, and 
promised immediately to deliver up the Spies, accordingly that 
Evening the Spies were sent to the Committee of Congress, a Board 
of officers inmiediately tried and condemned them, and they were 
executed next day the ll*? at 12 o'Clock at the cross roads near the 
upper Feny. 
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Hie Cominittee then directed the Commissioners to proceed imme- 
diately to the settlement of the claims of the Soldiers in the different 
Regiments, one or two Begimente were settled with b^ore the Com- 
mittee left Trenton and by the Report of General Wayne, there 
appeared a very general dispoation in those who were discharged to 
reinlist, to ii^iich nothing was wanting but money to pay the Bounty 
in advance. One circumstance ought not to be omitted, because it 
does the Insuigants much honor. When they delivered up the British 
Spies Govt Reed offered them 100 Guineas, which they refused saying 
that what they did was only a duty they owed thdr Country, and 
they neither deured nor would receive any reword, but the approba^ 
tion of that Country, for which they had so often fought and bled. 

From the whole of this affair tJius happily terminated, your Com- 
mittee humbly submit the following remarks. 

l!t That this disturbance however unhappy and threatening at 
first, has now afforded an undeniable and plea«ng proof of the 
firm attachment of the Soldiery as well as the Countty in general 
to the American cause. Notwithstanding the hardships which our 
anny in general has suffered from the necessities of oiur affurs 
which have been many and great, and notwithstanding the peculiar 
complaints of many of the Puonsylvania line there was not the least 
appearance of any previous concert with the Enemy, nor any dis- 
position to hearken to overtures when made by them. It ought 
not to be forgottoi that the seizing of the Spies was previous to any 
steps being taken for accommodating the difference. 

2. That all possible care should be taken to prevent for the future 
the enlisting of any British Deserters, perhaps also those who are 
now in the army should be discharged. 

3. That Every State in the Union should be requested to pay the 
strictest attention to supplying the wants of the Army of ev e ty t aadr 

4a — Th at the inf eriof offi e o w- of - tho nwny a houId - bo - di f oe te d - in - thoiF 
fa-ea tment of tho -s oIdio fs- aQvor - to •a c f p un ^ aem mty - trwa ju s tieo -a nd 
to tempoy s ovority with m e rey. ' 

Ordered, That the report of the committee last mentioned 
be referred to the committee on the letter, of 10th, from the 
said committee. 

' Thia report, in the writing of John 'Witheiepoon, is in the Papen ij^t&i QmliTttntal 
Oimgrm, Ho. 20, II, folio 101. 
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The commitiee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the officers of the five Fensylvania companies of the late 
German regiment, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom waa referred the Memorial of the officers 
of the German Battalion b^ leave to report 

That the officers were directed to march that battalion to join the 
Troops of PennsylTania near Morristown by the first day of Jany. 
Inataat. 

That when they arrived with these troops on the £rst instant, the 
memorialists were dismissed the service agreeable to aa act of Con- 
gress of the of for new arrangiog the army, by which 
the German Battalion was reduced. 

That for the purpose of settling some regimental accoimts they 
came to this City, on the way to their reepective places of abode and 
not having received Uieir pay for a number of months past are desti- 
tute of money to defray their expences in this City, or to support 
them on their way home. Tour Committee therefore submit the 
following Kesolution viz. 

Reaoloed, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the Board of 
Treasury in favor of the paymaster Geal for three months pay for 
each of the Memorialists to be paid in bills issued in pursuance of 
the act of the IS*" of March last in part of the wages due to th^n.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War take curder for causing 
payment to be made to each of the said memorialists three 
months' pay in part of the arrears due to them, -the resolu- 
tion of the 4th notwithstanding, and that the same be paid 
in bills emitted in pursuance of the act of the 18 March last. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was refrared the report 
of the committee on the communications of the hon*"* the 
minister of France, delivered in a report. 

ADMiaALTr opFioE Jati! SSf 1781. 
The Board of Admiralty to whom the Conmiunication of the 
Hon*>i* the Minister of France, and the report of the Committee 
thereon have been referred, b^ leave to request, that as the said 
communication and report of the Committee relate to captures by 
■ Thlfl report, in the writiiig of Jdtat Sullivw, is in the Paptn of the ConimnUl 
Congrm, No. 21, folio 2U. 
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sea and the mode of their trial and adjudication in the ports of his 
Most Christian Majesty, and do not touch the regulations of the 
NsT7, the Board fA Admiralty may be discharged from giving any 
opinion thereon, and that the same be committed to the Committee 
appointed to form a system of regulations for captures by sea. But 
if the Honorable Congress should not think proper to grant their 
request the Board of Admiralty then submit the following amend- 
ments to their wisdom, to wit, that between the words "taken" and 
"anned" in the first line, and between the words "by" and "armed" 
in the fourth line, the words "Privateers and other" should be 
inserted and that the words "and navigated" should be inserted 
between the words "out" and "by" in the first line of the said 
Report. 

The reason for their first proposed amendment is that altho' 
Privateers are armed Vessels, yet Privateers are defined to be "Vessels 
of War armed and equipped by particular merchants and furnished 
with a military Commission to cruise against ^e Enemy" &c, and 
the transportation of mendiandize may be the chief business of an 
armed Veasd. The reason for the last proposed amendment is that 
"fitting out" is "the act of providing a Ship with a sufficient number 
of men to navigate and arm her for attack or defence, alao to furnish her 
with proper masts &c together with sufficient provisions for the ^ips 
Company:" and this Board conceive that his Most Christian Majesty 
will not permit Privateers and armed Vessels belonging to these 
States to be manned in his Ports with Seamen (his Subjects) and 
further that if it should be permitted that Privateers and armed 
Vessels belonging to the Subjects of his Most Christian Majesty should 
be manned with Seamen (Citizens) of these States, the mRnning of 
the Kavy and the Conmierce, as well as Privateerii^ of these States 
mi^t be obstructed, and perhaps the recruiting of its armies impeded.' 

According to order, CongreBS wsa resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports on 
finance, and after some time the President resumed the 
chair, and 1^. [John] Mathews reported, the Committee have 
had under consideration the reports referred to them, but 
not having come to a conclusion desire leave to sit again: 

' Thia report is ia the Paptrt of the Contintntal Congreti, No. 37, folfo 339. 
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Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be resolved into a 
Committee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports on 
finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Oock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 35, 1781 

A letter, of 23, from Mr. S. Attle, was read;^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

A letter, from Doctor Gould, v/aa read; 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A letter, of Captain Paake, was read;* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Two reports from the Board of War one on a letter, of 24, 
and the other on a letter, of 13, &om Colonel Armand, were 
read; 

At a Boabo of Wae, Jan*. $4, 1781. 

Present M^ PeteiB 

Qeai Cornell. 
Sm 

He enclosed letter from Col Annand is agreeable to hia request 
ther^ laid before Congress. The Board presumed that as Col 
Armand ia going to Europe and will not otherwise have an oppoi^ 
tunity of partaking in the Provision made or to be made by Congress 
for the payment of the Aimy it should seem that there can be no 
cause of jealousy if Congress are pleased to direct, 

That the Treasury Board report a warrant in favor of Col Armand 
for seven hundred and twelve dollais and an half, the same being the 
amount of bis pay and subsistence tor six months.* 

■ Tliis letter, bom Samuel J. Atlee, is in tfae Paper* o/the Continental Congrtu, No. 
78. I, h^ 395. 

^Ckptaia Paachke'e letter, dmted Juiukiy 22, ia in the Papen o/Uu Contmental 
Ctmgrtu, No. 78. XVIII, folio 845. 
'TiaampoTtiB in tbaPaptn Iff A* CmUmenUa Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 103. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred back to the Board of 
War to take order, the resolution of the 4th notwithstanding. 

A report from the BoaJti of Treasury was read; "Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That upon the application of the hon*''' Cyrus 
Griffin, one of the judges of the Court of Appeals in Cases of 
Capture, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, 
commis^oner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Fensylvania, for one thousand dollars new emisnons, on 
account of salary due to him and for which he is to be 
accountable.' 

On the application of Mr. [William] Sharpe, a delegate for 
the State of North CaroUna: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvania for twenty thousand dollars old emis- 
sions, and for which the said State of North Carolina is to 
be accoimtable. 

According to the order of the day, Congress was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and after some time the 
President resumed the chair and Mr. [John] Mathews re- 
ported, that the committee have had under consideration 
the reports referred to them, but not having come to a 
conclusion desire leave to sit again: 

Ordered, Tliat to Morrow Congress be resolved into a 
Committee of the Whole to consider farther the reports 
referred to th^n. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read, respecting 
the owners of rum taken for the use of the army : 

Tebasdbt Office, January £S^ 1781. 

The Board of Treasury finding themselTes greatly embarrassed by 

endeavoiuing to carry into Execution the Resolution of Congress of 

the 4tli instant, relative to certain Quantities of Rum taken for the 

* 'niu report ia in the Paper* <4 (^ Ctmtinenfuj Congrt*», No. 136, V, foUo 67. 
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Use of the Army, and other Quantities purchased on Special Contract, 
bc^ leave to state the Matter for Inatniction. 

The sereral Claimanta under the Resolution aforeeud have had 
their Accounts stated by the Agent of the Commissary General of 
Furchaaes, stating the Articles charged, "at their just Vahie esti- 
mated by the current Price of such Articles at the Time and Place 
when and where taken". Those who had their Pcoperty taken in 
June last, have considered the Value of Money A«n, at sixty paper 
dollars for one Silver dollar, and now consider the Rate of Exchange 
at ooe hundred of the former for one of the latter. Of Consequence 
they have added to their Accounts from June last to the present 
Time 40 per cent Depreciation. Those who had their Property taken 
in September last do consider that at that Time the Current Kate 
of Exdutnge was 75 Paper dollars for one Silver, and as in the Case 
above stated have brought the Rate of Exchange up to one hundred 
for one, making a Charge for Depreciation of 25 Per Cent from Sep- 
tember last to the present Time. 

The Claimants are willing to receive Payment in the money of the 
old Emissions agreeably to the State of their Accounts as aforesaid 
which appears to have been the Intention of Congress by their Reso- 
lution aforesaid and one other of the 8th instant repealing a part of 
the Resolution of the 4th. But this Board not having it in their 
Power to report Payment in the Money of the former Emissions, 
and Congrees not having fixed any Rate of Depreciation since the 
IS of Much last renders the present Case difficult. 

The well known Mercantile Exchange between the Money of the 
old Emissions, and Qold, is one hundred for one, and the l^al Ex- 
change, as established by a Law of the State of Pennsylvania, is not 
more than seventy five for one — evidently produces a diEEerence of 
25 per cent between the true Value of the Money of the old Emissions, 
if Gold and Silver be considered the Criterion. 

The Claimants alledge that in the stating of their Accounts ihey 
had reepect to Mercantile Rate of Exchange only, so, in the Pay- 
ment, it is but equitable to observe the same Rule, for at the Time 
they admit Depreciation was 60 and 75 for one in June and Sep- 
tember last, Congress by their Publications admitted of no greater 
Depreciation than 40 for one. That if the Mercantile Depreciation 
is admitted in the first Instance it should also in the second — Othei^ 
wise they say they are willing to receive the Amount of their original 
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Claim without any Allowance for Depreciation, agreeably to the 
Regulation of 40 for one. 

The Claim reduced to Calculation stands as follows — 

The Amount of the sereral Claims for Rum, now before the Board, 
exclusive of Interest and depreciation is 1,028,020 dollars. This 
Sum divided by 40 will give 25,700 dollars in the New Billa— The 
same Claim including Depreciation and Interest charged in their 
Accounts upon the Principles aforesaid, amoimts to 1,605,196 dollars 
of the old Bills which Sum divided by 75 gives 21,402 dollars in the 
New Bills — ^Balance in favor of this Payment 4298 Specie dollars; 
but if the Claim aforesaid of 1,605,196 dollars be divided by one 
hundred, which they say by their Accounts is the Mercantile Depre- 
ciation, the Specie Dollars to be paid them will be 16,051. This 
Payment will not be accepted, tho' it is most certainly the true 
Exchange supposing the new Bills to be equal in Value to Silver and 
Gold. But as those Bills have and now do pass, this Payment would 
be 25 Per Cent imder the real Value of their Claim. 

The Board verily believe that some, if not all of the Claimants are 
in the utmost Distress for want of their Money and as it is a subject 
of no small Magnitude hope it will Claim the Attention of Congress, 
not only as it respects the present Claimants, but as it relates to 
monied Matters generally. 

This Debt being bo considerable the Board cant even surest to 
Congress how Payment shall be made, imless by a Warrant on tne 
Loan Officer of Massachusetts Bay, where there is more than a suffi- 
cient for this Purpose; but as the Money is wanted in this City, 
where the Massachusetts Money passes very heavily even at 40 for 
one, the Claimants will receive Payment in that money reluctantly. 

In the Opinion of the Board it has been mistaken Policy in the 
States that they have not made the whole of the Emissions of the 
18 of March last legal Tender, for altho particular States have pro- 
vided Funds for the Redemption of certain Stipulated Sums, yet, 
ought not the whole of that Emission to be considered as the Money 
of the United States, and in that View obtain a Credit in every State, 
upon the aame Principles the Money of the old Emissions did. 
Unless the States do attend to this Matter public Business must be 
greatly obstructed. 

The Board beg leave to submit it to Congress, whether it is not 
indispensibly Necessary, that they should immediately recommend 



.y Google 



00 Journals of Congress 

it to the several States, to pass Laws makiiig the money issued in all 
' the States, respectively, under the Act of the 18 of March last, a 
legal Tender in all Cases whatever.' 

Ordered, That it be referrod to the committee to whom 
was formerly referred the memoiial from Mat McComiel 
and others. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
informiog that for reasons therein set forth they have sus- 
pended a compliance of the order of yesterday respecting 
the officers late of the German r^imentf 

Resolved, That Congress approve the conduct of the 
Board." 

Adjomned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY a6, 1781 

A letter, from sundry officers late of German battalion, 
was read.* 

A memorial, from Samuel Hodgdon, was read; 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [John] SulUvan. 
Mr. [Alexander] McDougall. 

A letter, of 25, from J. Pierce, paymaster general, was 
read,-* Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the allowance of five dollars per month, to 
the officers of the army, for each retained ration, granted by 
an act of Congress of the 12 day of August last, shall com- 
mence on the first day of August, 1780: 

That the additional pay of aids-de-camp, brigade-majors, 
adjutants and r^imental quaxtermasters, as mentioned in 

* This report u in tbe Paptri of the ContxMntal Congmt, No. 136, V, folio 43. 

■ This letter is in the Papert 0/ the Ctmiinmiai Congrat, No. 148, I, folio 295. 

■ A memorial of Edwurd Weat was read on this day as the indonemeot ebowa. It is 
in the Paptri <^ Ae CoTttrntnlal Congreu, No. 41, X, folio 536. 

* This letter is in the Pap«r«o/(A< ConHnental Congrtti, No. 76, XVH, folio 119. 

* Hodgdon's memorial is in the Paper* oftha Cimlinenlal Congnit, No. 41, IV, folio 
157; Fieice'0 letter is in No. 165, folio 5B1. 
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the act of Coi^retB of the 12th of this instant be diawn in 
bills of the new emission, from and after the first day of 
August last, instead of the 18 day of the same month, as 
mentioned In the above-mentioned resolution. 

A memorial of Robert Aitkin was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the conunittee on the 
motion for printing the old and new Testament. 

That Mr. [John] \\^itherBpoon be added to the said com- 
mittee, in the room of Mr. [James] McLene. 

A report from the Board of Treasury on a letter, of 18, 
from J. Howell, one of the auditors of the main army, was 
read: 

Tbeasttbt Office Jan*. S4* ^78t 

The Board of Treaamy beg leave to lay before Congress, a letter of 
tiie IS*!* inst. from Joseph Howell Jua? one of the Auditors of accounts 
for the main Army setting forth the necessity of some further regula- 
tions respecting the pay of their Clerks — M^ Howell is more urgent 
for the determination of Congress on this matter, as Col. Dart (who is 
setting out for the southern Army) may before he leaves this City 
obtain the necessary infoizaation relative to this matter.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom 
was referred the memorial of Samuel Hodgdon. 

A report of 19 and one of 20, from the Board of Treasury, 
were read. 

Ordered, That they be re-committed. 

According to order, Congress was resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and after some time the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews reported that 
the Committee have farther considered the reports referred 
to them, but, not having come to a conclusion, desire leave 
to sit again: 

> Aitken'a memorUl is in the Paptn of tlu Contmenlal Congrtn, Ho. 41, 1, folio 63. 
* Thii repeat ii in the Paptn of the Continenial Congren, No. 136, V, folio 56. 
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Ordered, That to Morrow Coogrees be resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to coiudder farther the reports on 
finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY. JANUARY a?, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from J. Pierce, was read, requesting 
permission to repair to the army; ' 

Ordered, That it be granted. 

A petition of Robert Jewell was read; 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy. 

A letter, of 19, from E. Blaine, was read; ' 

Ordered, That copies thereof be sent to this and the states 
easterward. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [George] Walton, 
Mr. [\TOliam] Few and Mr. [Richard] Howly, delegates for 
the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in their favour on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan oflfice 
for the State of Pensylvania, for two thousand six hmidred 
and sixty-three dollars and one-third of a dollar, old emis- 
sions, to enable the said delegates to pay so much due to 
R. Aitkin on account of the said State of Georgia which is 
to be accountable.' 

The committee to whom was referred the petition of 
George Wright and othws delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the petition of George Wright and others 
be referred to the Commander in Chief and that be be 

1 This letter ia in the Paper* oftU CtmtinerUal Cmgnu, No. 165, folio 585. 
■ Jewell'i petition ia in the Paptn 0/ tlu ContineiUal Con^eu, No. 42, IV, fcdio 60; 
Blaine's letter is in No. 165, folio 389. 
* Thia report is in the Papen qf the Continental Congreta, No. 136, V, folio 69. 
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authorised to take such measures respecting the petitioners 
as he shall think proper.* 

The committee to whom wae referred the letter, of 22, 
from A. Skinner delivered in a report, which was read, and 
after debate; 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Treaaurf Office Jany 26* 1781. 

The Board of Treasury having coMidered the letters of 22"?, 24*^ 
and 26? instant from Jo^ Fierce Fay Master Genl. beg leave to report. 

That warrants issue on Thomas Smit^ Commissioner of the Con- 
tinental Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania, in favor of John 
Fierce Pay Master Genl. for fourteen thousand dollars in the old 
"Rmiflflirtna and fouT thousand eight hundred dollars in the new 
Emissions to enable him to discharge Sundry warrants drawn on 
the Chest by the Board of War, and also a warrant on Thomas Smith 
aforesaid for twelve hundred and twelve dollars New Emissions to 
discharge two warrants drawn by the said Board in favor of Colonel 
Armand and En^gn Henry Baker by special direction of Congress 
and for which several sums he is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That warrants issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vanla, in favour of John Pierce, paymaster general, for 
foiu*teen thousand dollars in the old emis^ons, and six 
thousand and twelve dollars in the new emissions to enable 
him to dischai:ge sundry warrants drawn on the chest by the 
Board of War, and for which several sums he is to be accoimt- 
able; 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of Robert 
Stevens the holder of two bills of exchange for the sum of 
five hundred dollars old emisdons to dischai:ge two bills of 
^chai^e the first of each set for two himdred and fifty 

* This report, in Qm wiiliDg of John Sullivan, is in the Paptn qf the ConlinetUal 
CmgrtM, No. 19, VI, folio 601. The petition, dated November 6, 1780, ia in the 
Watkmtton Papvt, 96, folio 64. 
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dollars each drawn by John Ash treasurer of the State of 
North Cuvlina at sight on the continental treasurer in favour 
of Benjamin Pike one dated the 9 and the other the 10th 
May, 1777, in part of the siun of five hundred thousand 
dollars to be advanced to the said State of North Carolina 
agreeably to the act of Congress of 5 February, 1777, and 
for which the said State ia to be accountable.' 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resignation of John Biddle, lately 
appointed a conmussioner to bum the money sent, and to 
be sent, by the commissioners of the several loan-offices, to 
the treasury of the United States, be accepted, and that 
Mr. Andrew Doz, the commissioner appointed to destroy 
the emissions of May, 1777, and April, 1778, in the hands of 
the treasiu^r of loans, be, and is hereby appointed to execute 
the trust assigned to the said John Biddle.^ 

Adjoimied to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, JANUARY sg, 1781 

Mr. J[oBeph] Jones, a delegate of Vir^nia, attended and 
took his seat in Congress. 
A letter, of 23, &om General Washington, was read; 
A letter, of 26, from Lieutenant Colonel Diriks; 
One, of 18, from P. Schuyler; ' {md 
A memorial of Christopher Ludwick, were read : * 
Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 26, from J. Gibson, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a comnuttee of three. 

> This report is in tbe Papen of the Continental Congreu, No. 136, V, folio 61. 
■ This report ia in the Papert of tiie Conthuntal CongrtM, No. 136, V, folio 69. 

* WashiufrtoD's letter is in the Papert of tU ContrntJilal Omgrtu, No. 152, IX, 
folio eU; Diriks'a ia in No. 78, VII, bAvo S39; Schuyler's is in No. 153, III, folio 555. 

* Ludwick's memoriftl is in the Papen of Iht ConCtnentoI Congrtu, No. 41, V, folio 
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The members, Ifr. [Thomaa] Burke, Mr. [James] Lovell, 
Mr. [William] Floyd. 

A letter horn R. Peters, and a letter from Baron d'Arendt 
were read.' 

A petition of Thomas Nelmes was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
be filed with other papers of a similar nature. 

A memorial of W. Bingham was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the committee on his former memorial be 
dischai^ed and that the papers and business committed to 
them be referred together with this memorial to the Com- 
mittee of Commerce. 

The delegates for New York laid before Congreaa a letter 
from the president of the senate and speaker of the house 
of assembly of that State, which was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five. 

The members, Mr, [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 
Mr. [John] Mathevra, Mr. [Thomas] Bm-ke, Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

Two letters, of 16, from the governor of Virginia were 
read:^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three 
and that the committee confer with the Board of War. 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

A letter, of 18 January, from the governor of Virginia, 
was read: 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to a supply of 
ammunition and military stores be referred to the Board of 
War. 

'Fetera'a letter, dated January 27, is in the Papert of At Cotttiruntal Congreu, 
No. 78, XVIII, folio 357; d'Areudt's, dated January 29, ia in No. 7S, VII, folio 343., 

■ This petition is in the Paptn of the Continerttal Congrtti, No. 42, V, folio 429. 

■ This letter is ia the Papen of tA« Coidineatal Ckmgrm, No. 67, II, folio 340. 

* One of the letters is in ^aa Papen of the QynHnental CtmgrtM, No, 71, II, folio 5; 
ttw other on folio 9. 
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A letter, of December 25, and 

One, of January 17th, from the governor of Virginia, was 
read; 

A letter, of December 25, and one, of November 26, from 
Major General Gates, were read; ' 

A number of letters, from the hon*'" J. Adams were 
received under the following dates: Aug. 14, Aug. 22, Aug, 
23, Aug. 24, Sept. 4, 5, 16, 19, 24, 25, 28, Oct. 6, 5, 6, 14, 24." 

On motion of the Medical Committee; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue upon Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of Thomas Bond, purveyor of the hospital, 
for twenty thousand doUars of the old emissions, to be 
applied towards establishing a hospital in Vii^inia and to 
enable proper officers to repair thither as soon as possible. 

The comnuttee to whom was re-committed the report on 
the letter of A. Skinner, commissary general of prisoners, 
delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the clause in the act of Congress of the 5th 
which du-ects "that the Board of Admiralty issue orders 
not to exchange any British sea officers or seamen until the 
enemy shall have returned to some of their garrisons in 
America such seamen as they have taken upon the American 
coast and sent to Great Britain or other parts beyond sea" 
be and is hereby ouapondod untilfmthor order of CongPOBO 
repealed.' 

[Resolved, That in retaliating for crueltiea exercised by the enemy 
upon Americftn citizens officers or privates; where tiiere shall not 
be a sufficient Dumber of the enemy in our power, of the same line, 

* The Viiginia lett» of December 25 ia in the Papen of the Omtinrntat CongrtM, 
No. 71, 1, folio &47; th&t of Ju»iai7 17 in No. 71, 11, folio 13; that of Jeniurr 18, on 
folio 21. Gfttoe'B letter of November 26 in No. IH, II, folio 323, his letter of Decem- 
ber 25 being on folio 341. 

■ The Adams letters, except that of August 24, are printed in the Diplomalie Cor- 
Ttipondmet of the American Revohition, (Wharton), IV, 28, 36, 41, 45, 57, 60, 66, 67, 
72, 81, 82, 83, 97 and 103. 

■ Hiia reactotion was also enterad in the manuscript Secret (Dtaneetk) Journal. 
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rank or char&ct^; no discrimination be made, between prisoners 
taken from the enemy in the land or sea service, but that thoa^ of 
either line and other subjects of the raiemy be retaliated upon as 
occaaioD may require,] ' 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30, 1781 

The committee to whom waa referred the letter of Colonel 
Armand, of the 24, delivered in a report, which was read : 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Col" Annand of 
the 24*'' Instant beg leave to submit the following resolution, 

Reeoloed, That tiie money for purchasing horses for Col" Armand'a 
legion, be paid to t^e Commani^g Officer of the Legion who is to 
take instructions from the Commander in Chief as the rule of his con- 
duct in purchasing the horses. The price is not to exceed an hundred 
and fifty dollars nor is the purchaser to be allowed for any horse 
which shall not be approved by such Inspector as the Commander 
in Chief shall appoint.' 

Ordered^ That it be re-committed. 

A letter, of 26, from Mr. Lotbinier, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The delegates of Georgia laid before Congress a letter iroxa 
Peter Deveanx, which was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
and after some time the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the Committee have had 

> This rapMt, in the writing of Abraham Clark, except tlie paragraph in brackets, 
whichiain Alesandar HcDougAlI'B writing, is in Uiei*sper«D/(A< Conlmentat Cmtgreu, 
No. IB, V, foUo 341. 

■ This report, in the writing oljohn SuUlvan, undated, is in the Paperto/^ Conti- 
Denial Congrtu, No. 19, I, folio 69. 

■ Lotbinier'a letter is in the Faptrt of Iht Cowthttntal Conffrett, No. 78, XIV, foHo 415; 
Dereaux'e letter is in No. 78, VII, foUo 347. 
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under their farther consideration the reports on finance, but 
not having come to a conclusion desire leave to sit again: 

Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole to consider farther the reports on finance. 

On the application of Mr. [Bichard] Howly, a delegate for 
the State of Georgia; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office in the 
State of Pensylvania, for twelve thousand dollars in liou of 
tho - w ( Mmmt djawn in hio favouj on tho tpoooujogr^ho 
latb d a y - o i -Peeombof) 17 8 0, foP ' n - liko sum, whiob is to 
bo eitneolod^ the State of Geor^ to be accountable. 

A report of the Board of Treasiuy was read ; Whereupon, 
Teeabuet Office JanT. j89^ 1781 

A certificate from the commercial Committee dated November 
24? 1780 signed John Fell certifying a balance due to James Warren 
for 32,553 dollars and /ftha of a dollar in common money — and also 
£62.. 0. sterling, "due to the owners of the Lively, Capt Dupee for 
freight from Bilboa," which certificate was on the 28? of November 
last "referred to the Board of Treasury to devise ways and means for 
paying the money certified to be due to H^ Warren" whereupon the 
Board submit the following resolution: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Hemy Gardner, treasurer 
of the State of Massachusetts, for thirty two thousand five 
hundred and fifty three dollars and two-ninetieths of a 
dollar, old emissions, in favour of the Committee of Com- 
merce (being part of the monies raised in the said State for 
the use of the United States) which sum when paid to be 
credited on the warrant drawn in favour of the treasurer of 
the United States in pursuance of an act of Congress, of the 
29 June last, to enable them to pay that sum to James 
Warren, the balance due to him as certified by the said com- 
mittee and for which the said committee is to be accountable; 

That an account be opened in the treasiuy books for The 
Owners qf the Livdy, and that the said account be credited 
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for sixty-two pounds stCTling, the sum due to them, as cer- 
tified by the Comnuttee of Commerce, for freight from 
Bilbao, to bear an interest of six per cent, per annum until 
paid.^ 
Adjourned to 10 o'Glock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 1781 

A letter, of 18, from the governor of Connecticut, was 
read, enclosing a letter, of 14 December, from William Imly, 
appointed commissioner of the continental loan office in 
that State, in the rbom of J. Lawrence resigned; 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas- 
luy, to report on the salary or commissions proper to be 
allowed to officers of the continental loan offices. 

Another letter of 18, from Governor Trumbull, was read, 
enclosing a resolution, passed by the general assembly of 
that State, the 29 November last, respecting the requisitions 
of Congress; and wherein it is represented, "that upon good 
information, there is reason to apprehend that there has 
been great loss and spoil of cloathi^g belonging to the United 
States, for want of proper care and attention to that depart- 
ment;" also a resolution of the sud general assembly, passed 
in October last, respecting the cession and relinquishment 
of westCTn territory to the United States. 

Ordered, That the resolution of November be referred to a 
committee of three; 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [George] Clymer 
and Mr. [William] Shaipe. 

Ordered, That the resolution of October, together with the 
acts and resolutions of the State of New York and the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, on the same subject, be referred 
to a committee of seven; 

' This report ii in the Papers of the Continental Oongrtu, No. 136, V, bMo 76. 
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The membeTB, Mr. [John] Witherepoon, Me. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Jesse] Root, liSi. [Samuel] A<Wib, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [George] Walton. 

A letter, of this day, from Captain Anthony SeUn, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of Joseph 
Howell, auditor of accoimts for the main army, ^id the 
report of the Board of Treasury thereon, delivered in a r^ort ; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the auditor of accounts for the main and 
separate army, be, and hereby are authorised to allow to 
each of their clerks, from and after the first day of August last, 
forty-one dollars and two-thirds of a dollar a month, in 
bills emitted pursuant to the act of the 18 of March last, 
and one ration a day.' 

The committee to whom was referred the memoiial of 
Samuel Hodgdon, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissary of military stores, or first 
officer in that department, be, and hereby is allowed, from 
and after the first day of August last, one hundred and 
fifteen dollars a month, in bills emitted pursuant to the act 
of the 18 of March last; and that the deputy commissary or 
second officer in that department, be, and hereby is allowed, 
from the said first day of August, the sum of ninety dollars 
per month, in bills aforesaid; in lieu of the sums allowed 
them respectively by the resolution of the 12th instant.^ 

> The Ooimecticut letter encloeing reeolutions is in the Paptn of Iht ContnunfaZ 
Congrtu, No. 68, II, folio 174; the reeolution ot October is on folio 178 ftod Uutt ol 
November on folio 117; Selin's letter ia in No. 78, XXI, folio 6. 

* Thia report, in the writing of Aitemaa Ward, is in the Papen qf (Ac ContvMnlal 
Congrtu, No. IS, III, folio 246. 

> This report, in the writing of Art«nu>8 Ward, ia in the Papen of Ihe Gmtinental 
CmgrtH, No. 19, III, folio 146. 
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llie committee to whom was referred the extract from a 
report of the Board of Treasury, of January 2; and 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury, of the 22, relative to the owners of Rum, 
&c., delivered in their several reports: 

The Committee to whom was referred the extract of a report from 
the Board of Treasury of the 2^ January beg leave to rq>ort, 

That on conndering the several pnnciples proposed for liquidating 
the debts due by the United States they know of no rule so nearly 
coinciding with the rule of right and justice, or so well calculated 
to give general satisfaction as that by which the value of the debts 
may be ascertained in gold and silver as reduced from the old Con- 
tinental money in which they were incurred at the exchange current 
at the timee when and places where they were bo incurred. 

They therefore offer the following resolution as a rule to be observed 
in the hquidation of all the unsatisfied demands against the United 
States, Loan office certificates excepted, which are otherwise pro- 
vided for, and excepting specific supplies furnished by the several 
states and credited towards the respective quotas, and this to super- 
sede, and repeal all other regulations of Congress now suboBting 
which respect either the prices of articles furnished the United States 
or the modes of settlem^. 

Retol/oed, That the Treasury Board from the best informationB 
they can obtain, and as soon aa may be, prepare for the consideration 
and correction of Congress a table of the actual popular and mercan- 
tile value of the old Continental currency aa compared with gold and 
silver in all its stages of depreciation to the present time in the states 
respectively.* 

The Conunittee to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
Treasury respecting the pay of certain quantities of rum furnished 
to the -Army in 1780, Report, 

That they have attentively considered the report of the Board of 
Treasury and are of opinion that the just rule of settieount will be 

I This leport ia in the Papen of At CEm(tn«n(iiI Omijrtu, No. 26, folio 247. It is 
iadoned bjr Thtunmn: " B«i>OTt of Committee oa the leport of Board of TrsMtuy 
Juiukry 2 teopecting the value of uticles tumiihed by individiial* to the public. A 
mode of aBcert&imng the value." It appean in the li>t of postponed reports in the 
Pa.'ptn qfll\t Contmenbd Congrut, No. 31, 371. 
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to pay tha creditors in specie equfd to tbe price of the article in old 
Continental bills, at the current rate of exchange at the time and 
place of receiving the articles and interest or to pay the sum in t^e 
old Continental bills with the depreciation since arisen and interest. 

But as payment cannot be made in either specie or old Continental 
bills, and as the creditors decline accepting the new Continental 
IhUb equal to specie and as your Committee conceive that Congress 
will not at this time admit any distinction to be made between the 
new bills and specie, Congress must either wholly suspend payment 
or make advances in part payment to be in accompt. If Congress 
should be of the latter opinion then it ntay be proper to resolve — 

That the Board of Troksury be <Urected to <baT warrants for new 
Continental bills in favor of the cre«Utors of these States to whom 
balances shall be found due in part payment of such balances to be 
in accompt.' 

Ordered, That the letter, of October 14, from the hon'* 
J. Adams, be referred to Uie Committee of Commerce. 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
and after some time the President resumed the cha\r and 
Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the Committee have con- 
sidered farther the reports on finance and have come to 
certain resolutions, which he was directed to submit to the 
consideration of Congress; but not having yet come to a 
coQclu»on d^ire leave to sit again. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole being read: 

In Committee of the Whole Jan' 24. 1781. 

W [John] Mathews in the chair. 

Reaoived as the opinion of this Com" 

That it be recommended to the several States as indispeDsibly 
necessary, that thoy pooo Inwa gt i mting to Congress, for the use of 
the United States, to be paid quarterly into the hands of such persons 
aa Congress shall appoint to receive the same; and to be appropriated 
to the discharge the principal and interest of the debts already con- 
tracted or which may be contracted on the f^th of the United States 
for supporting the present war, and to continue until such debts 

> This report, in the writing of }eaM Boot, ie in the Paptn q/'lAe ConlinsiUal Congtu, 
No. IS, IV, toho 17. . 
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Bhall be discharged, a duty of lear five per cent upon the Talue of all 
goods, as vxU prise goods as others, at the time and place of importa- 
tion, upon all artides of foreign growth or manufactures which may 
be imported into any of the States from any foreign port, island or 
plantation after the first day of May 17S1, except arms, ammuni- 
tion, closthing and other articles imported on accoimt of the United 
States, or any of them, and except wool and cotton cards, and wire 
for making them; and also except salt during the wax. 

Tha,i it be further recommended to the respective legislatures to 
call out of circulation as soon as shall be condstent with their public 
faith pledged for remitting the same, all thur state emissions, and 
not to issue any more but by advice or consent of Congress, that tiie 
paper bills in circulation flowing from one source may be readily 
ascertained.' 
Ordered, That the same be considered to Morrow: 
Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be again resolved into 
a Committee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports on 
finance. 
A letter, from Governor Livingston, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY i, 1781 

A letter, of 31 January, from DoAor Gould, was read: * 

On motion of the medical committee. 

Resolved, That the purveyor of the hospital be, and hereby 
is empowered and directed to collect, or cause to be collected 
and secured under his care, until properly issued, all public 
hospital stores and medicines in Vii^inia, late under the 
direction of Dr. Bickman, or others acting under the United 
States, and all persons in possession of such public stores or 
medidnes, are hereby required to deliver the same to the 
said purveyor, or his order, upon demand. 

'Thia report, in the vritiog ol Cbarlea Thomson, is in the Papertqfthe Contmenlal 
Congrtti, No. 26, folio 249. See the Keolutiona finally adopted February 3. 
* Thii letter ia in the Paptn qf the CorUineiUal CtmgrcM, No. 78, X, Eolki 2BG. 
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Tbrt i the modi eft l ewpnu t t e e be B ntbori a od during tb ft* 
dJFoetor ■ !» - diy ee t ■ nnmboy - of ■• the hoapitol pby fl itHftiifl Mid-in at ca to 
Fop a if iinmodi a tol J to Vifginia and t ri ro t he ohmr g^ ot the bo B pit^ io 



A motion was made by Mr. [Theodoiick] Bland, seconded 
by ptfr. Geoi:ge] Walton, respecting the hospitals for the 
southern army: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Alexander] McDougaU be added to the 
committee on tiie letter, of 20 December, fnmi General 
Washington. 

A report from the Board of War was read: Whereupon, 
Congress came to the following resolution: 

At a. Boabd op Wae Jan: Slf 1781 

M' Peters 

QeniComeU 

The Board haTii^ taken into consideration the very great and 
unnecessary expence arising to the public from the abuae of the 
practice of sending officers on Conunand, beg leave to report: 

Whereas, by the late arrangement of the army, there is a 
supernumerary officer allowed to each regiment, to reside in 
the State to which such raiment belongs, for the purpose 
of transacting all necessary business for the r^ment; there- 
fore, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 4th of September, 
1778, allowing officers three dollars a day for expences on 
business not incidental to their offices, be, and is hereby 
repealed, from and after the first day of March next; 

And that copies hereof be transmitted to the Commander in Chief 
and the commanding officer of the Southern army * 

Mr. [Artfflnas] Ward laid before Congress an account of 
the select men of Springfield and West Springfield against 
the United States: 

' 11111 motion, In tbe wA&ag of Abnhim Clark, is in tlie Paptn qf At Continental 
Congrtu, No. S6, 1, folio 121. 
* Tbia npott ia in the Papert oftht ConHnmial Congnti, No. 147, VI, iaVm 115. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from the premdent of the supreme 
executive coiuicU of the State of Pensylvama, was read, re- 
questing that a committee may be appointed to meet and 
confer with the said coimcil:' 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed for the 
purpose above mentioned. 

The memboB, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Oliver] Wol- 
cott, Mr. {Thomas] McKean. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and the first resolution being read, " that 
it be recommended to the several states as indispensably 
necessary, that they pass laws, granting to Congress, for the 
use of the United States, &c. a duty of five per cent, on goods, 
Ac. imported," Ac. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, to strike out the words " para laws grant- 
ing to," and in Ueu thereof, insert "vest a power in," and 
after the word "Congress," to insert the words "to levy;" 
and on the question, shall the words moved to be struck out 
stand? the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke: 



New Mampshire, 
Mr. SulUvaD, 



Mr. LoveU, 
Ward, 



Mr. Huntington, 
Root, 
Wolcott, 
NewYoii, 
Mr. Floyd, 



ay} ay 

°Mdiy. 
ay J 



no } no 



New Jersey, 




Mr. ■Vntherapoon, 


»y 


caark, 


ay 






Mr. Montgomery, 


»y 


C3ymer, 


no 


Wynkoop, 


ay 


DetoAoare, 




Mr. McKean, 


no 



>Thia letter is in the Popcnq^l&tfCimftnm/alCim^rMt, No. 69, H, folio 327. 
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Virginia, 




Soidk Carolina, 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 


Mr. MathfiWB, 


no 


Madison, 


ay ay 


Bee, 


ay ay 


Bland, 


no 


Motte, 


fty 


North Carolina, 




Georgia, 




Mr. Burke, 


^oi^^ 


Mr. Walton, 


no 


Shaipe, 


nor^ 


Few, 


no no 






Howly, 


no 


So the states were equally 


divided, and the words were 


struck out. 








Adjounied to 10 


o'clock to Morrow. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1781 

A report &om the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boasd op Wab FeU /■? 1781 

M' Peters 

Gen' Cornell 

M' Mathews 

The Board have considered the extract from Governor Jefferson's 
letter, referred to them, beg leave to inform Congress that thirty four 
thousand four hundred dollars of the old money will be necessary to 
furnish such articles as are wanted for Virginia, and are not on hand 
as will appear from the estimate enclosed. Wherefore the Board 
beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report a warrant in 
favour of the connmseaiy general of military stores for thirty- 
four thousand four hundred dollars for the purchase of sundiy 
articles to be forwarded to the southern army.* 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
Captain Faschke, deliyered in a report; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd of Wae Jan' «fl* 1781 
Present M' Peters 

(Jeni Cornell 
The Board having considered the letter of Capt» Faachi referred 
to them, beg leave to remind Congress, that in consequence of his 
application for a sum of money to enable ^im to return to Europe 
> This report is in the Pap«ri <tf the Contmmtal Congrat, No. 147, VI, folio lig. 
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(he desp^iing at that time of employmeat in the American Army) 
it was resolved on the \&^ of May last, "That the sum of three 
thousand dollars currency of these United States, and a bill of 
exchange for two hundred and fifty dollars in Specie be pud to Capt** 
Paschi late of Count Pulaski's le^on (which being disolved Congress 
have no means of employing Capt* Foschi, the a deserving Officer) 
to enable him to return to Europe." From this resolution, with 
which Captain Paschi at the time of its passing appeared perfectly 
satisfied, the board conceive he can have no right to the claim con- 
- tained in his letter "of depreciation and half pay" — but as it appears 
from the instructions of the late Baron £>e Kalb, and the certificate 
of Gen! Gates, that he has since been usefully and actively employed 
with the Southern Army, something may be due to him from the 
generosity of Congress. — of this however Congress will judge, — the 
Board cannot consider him in any ot^er light than as a dischai^d 
Officer, who since his dismission has volimteered it with the Army, 
and under this Idea they submit the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That Captain Paschke, late of the American 
army, be informed that the request contained in bis letter of 
the 22d inst. to be allowed depreciation and half-pay cannot 
be complied with. 

Bui if Congress conceive that something is due to him for his 
services with the Southern Army, they will in that case be pleased 
to resolve : 

Ordered, That the Board of Treaeiny report a warrant in 
favour of Captain Paschke, late of the army of these states, 
for three hundred dollars of the new emissions, for his 
services with the southern army since the resolution of the 
16 day of May last. 

The Board have inserted three hundred dollars that sum brang six 
months pay without subsistence, he having been allowed advantages 
by Gen! Gates equal to his subsistence.' 

On the application of Mr. [John] Sullivan, a delegate for 
the State of New Hampshire, 

' This report ii in the Paptn of tht CorUinenlal Congnu, No. 147, VI, folio 111. 
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Ordered, That the Board of War advance to Jofaa Nesnuth, 
so much money as they may judge reasonable and necessary, 
to enable him to return home; and make r^iort to the 
Board of Treasury of the sum so advanced, that the same 
may be charged to the State of New Hampshire, which is to 
be accountable.' 

The conunittee appointed to meet and confer with the 
supreme executive of Pensylvania made report. 

The delegates of Pensylvania laid before Congress a letter 
of this day to them, &om the preddent of the supreme 
executive coimcil of Pensylvania, enclosing a copy of a letter 
fcom the same to Major General St. Clfur, which were read; * 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the President inform the supreme executive 
council of Pensylvania, that Coi^ress have not been insensible 
of the sufferings of the army for want of pay: that on the 
15 of last month they did, in the most earnest manner, apply 
to the respective states, from Pensylvania to New Hamp- 
shire, both inclusive, for a sum of money for the immediate 
pay of the army composed of the line of those states: that 
the whole line is equally the object of the care and attention 
of Congress: that as soon as the circumstances of the public 
treasury will admit, the just claims of the army shall be 
satisfied; but that Congress cannot, in any circumstance, 
make a distinction between the troops of any one State and 
those of another. 

On motion of Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, 

Resolved, That he be dioehaggo 4 excused from any farther 
attendance at the Board of Treasury. 

Tbbabdbt Ofpiob Jwn* Sl^ 1781 

The Board of Treaeuty report — for the information of Congress — 
That by a letter from Nathaiiiel Appleton Loan Offioer for Maasachu- 

' Esekiel Cornell's letter to John SuUivttn relative to Neamith ii in the Tapen q^ 
the Continaital Congrat, No. 78, VI, iiiia 7. 

* This letter is in the Popn q/' |A( OmluitfiJiiJ OmfraM, No. 60, n, Ukt 831. 
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setts dated the 10!^ isatant they are infonned the bills of exchange 
directed by Cougresg on the 30A of August last to the amount 
of 29,105 dollars drawn on the honorable Benjamin Franklin for 
ib.6 purpose of paying tiiat sum to John Gartia Duarti were not 
all necessary for the discharge of that debt and that there are now 
in the hands of tiie Loan Officer aforesaid eleven thousand one 
hundred and five dollars, part of the bills aforesaid subject to the 
furthnr directioD of Congress.* 

Oongrees took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and, after debate. 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 1781. 

Mr. Thomas Smith, a del^ate for Pensylvania, attended, 
and took his seat. 
A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd op Wab Feb" irf 1781 

W Peters 

Geni Cornell 

The Board beg leave to inform Congress that there are more than 
400 prisoners in goal in this City who have on several occasions 
manifested a mutinous disposition, and there being at this time 
several oraimstances which would favor any attempt they might 
make to escape, particularly the sourness of the Invalid regiment, 
which diasatisiBed as the Men are, amounts to no more than eighty 
fit for duty, a number too small to do the duty of this City, were they 
ever so haie and robust. Whereupon the Board submit the following 
report: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the supreme execu- 
tive of the State of Pensylvania, to call out to do duty in the 
City of Philadelphia for thirty days, if not sooner dischai^ed, 
one himdred rank and file of the militia, properly officered.^ 

* Tbifl repcvt is in the Paptn of the ConHnenUd Congreu, No. 136, V, folio 81. The 
indonement ebowi that it ms road on thu day. 
■ This report is in the Papai of At ConliittiUal Congreu, No. 147, VI, bAio 127. 
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The order of the day was called for, when a motion was 
made by Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by Mr. jThomaa] 
Burke, 

That it is indispensably necessary that the United States 
in Congress assembled, should be vested with a right of 
superintending the commercial r^ulations of every State, 
that none may take place that shall be partial or contrary to 
the common interest; and that they should be vested with 
the exclusive right of laying duties upon all imported articles, 
no restriction to be valid, and no such duty to be l^d, but 
with the consent of nine states. Provided, that all duties 
and imposts laid by the United States in Congress assembled, 
shall always be a certain proportion of the value of the article 
or articles on which the same shall be laid; and the same 
article shall bear the same duty and impost throughout the 
said states without exemption: and provided that all such 
duties and imposts shall be for the perfecting of certain 
specified purposes, which purposes being perfected, the said 
duties and imposts so appropriated, shall cease: provided 
also, that the United States in Congress assembled, shall 
not be empowered to appropriate any duties or imposts for 
perpetual annuities, or other perpetual or indefinite interests, 
or for annuities for more than three fives at the same time in 
being, or for a longer term than years; and ppovidod 

that whcn - cmy duty^tf - tBipoot shall bo laid on any artiolo 
of th e growth o? proctueo of any Btato, op upon any ftFtiolo 
a ct import e d into the United S tatoo, tho not - ppoooods of 
Quoh dutioa - and - impo s ts - shnll bo ■ placed to tho o f odi fe' of 
tho S tate - - p g odHoing tho said artifilo or paying the said 
du^ <» -i mpo e t, and - sueh dutios and ■ impoata shall eooao 
t o opof ft to - in tho - atate e- ro fl pcotivcly - BO soon as thoir po ' 
s pootive - c pa o t oa" of tho - apppopriatod fund shall bo dis - 
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On the question 


to agree to this, the yeaa 


required by Mr. [John] Mathews: 


New Eampihire, 




Bihwan, 


Mr. Sullivan, 


no } no 


Mr. McKean, 


Hassadiugetta, 




nrgivia, 


Mr. Adams, 


TA^ 


Mr. Jones, 


LoveU, 




ConaeOicut, 




Bland, 


Mr. Huntington, 


no 


yorih Carolina, 


Root, 


»y »y 


Mr. Burke 


Wolcott, 


«y 


Sharpe, 


New YorJc, 




S(nA Carolma, 


Mr. Floyd 


Zh 


Mr. MathewB 


McI>ougaU, 


Bee, 


New Jersey, 




Motte, 


Mr. Witherapoon, 


z\- 


Georgia, 


Clark, 


Mr. Howly, 


Pewntyhania, 






Mr. Montgomery, 


no 






AtW, 


•y 






Clymer, 


ay 


no 




Wynkoop, 


no 






Smith, 


no 







i being 



} no 



ay 1.x 



So it passed in the n^ative. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Committee of the Whole: 

And on the question, to insert the words moved to be 
inserted, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke: 



New Ham^ekire, 




Nm Yori, 




Mr. SuUiyan, 


no } no 


Mr. Floyd, 


:j}- 


MoKadaaetlt, 




McDougaU, 


Mr. Adams, 


noi ^. 


New Jersey, 




LoveU, 


Mr. Withetspoon, 


;;}- 


Conneeiieut, 




CJaik, 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 






Root, 


ay ay 






Wolcott, 


ay 
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Pennsylvania, 






North GarMna, 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Mr. Burke, 


S}- 


AUm, 


ay 




Slmrpo, 


Clymer, 


ay 


no 


South OaroUna, 




Wynkoop, 


no 




Mr. Mathem, 


•7 


Smith, 


no 




B«e, 


no no 


Delaware, 




Motte, 


no 


Mr. McEean, 


»y)fty 


Oeorffia, 




Virginia, 




Mr. Walt™, 


ay 


Mr. Jones, 


no 


Few, 


ay ay 


Madison, 


no no 


Howlj, 


•7 


Bland, 


ay 









So it was resolved in the aiBrmative. 

The report from the Committee of the Whole, being 
amended, was agreed to as follows: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states, as 
indispensably necessary,' that they po se law s gronting ^evest 
a power in Congress, to levy for tiie use of the United States, 
a duty of five per cent, ad valorem, at the time and place of 
importation, upon all goods, wares and merchandises of 
foreign growth and manufactures, which may be imported 
into any of the said states from any foreign port, island or 
plantation, after the first day of May, 1781; except arms, 
ammunition, cloathing and other articles imported on account 
of the United States, or any of them; and except wool-cards 
and cotton-cards, and wire for making them; and also, 
except salt, during the war: 

Also, a like duty of five per cent, on all prizes and prize 
goods taken on tho high s oo a and brought intfr -w ty of tho 
Doid ototofl ' and - libellod and condemned in the court of 
admiralty of any of these states as lawful prize: 

Th a t tho monie a a risin g- fwmi tho onid dutioa bo paid quartoFly iDto 
rtt e hmdsef a neh poroono oo Congre aa -a ball - appoint - to ' Poooiyo - tho 

That the monies arising from the said duties be appropri- 
ated to the discharge of the principal and interest of the 

' Ftom tiiia point the entricB are by George Bond. • 
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debts already contracted, or which may be contracted, on 
the faith of the United States, for supporting the present 
war: 

ftfora fl o i d oollootod oaid paid aa i>f OTooaid be continued until 
the said debte shall be fully and finally dischaiged.^ 

The Committee to -whom the Letter from the Board of War of the 
9*^ January was referred, 

Report, 

That it appears to have been the sense of Congress that the two esti- 
mates of the Board of War of tiie 21? April and 21? Aug. last ^onount- 
ing in the whole to 201,625 dollars in specie, should have been fulfy 
complied with, and that the Board of Treasury were directed to 
prepare bills of exchange for that purpose. 

It also appears that the Paymaster of the Board of War has 
hitherto only received bills to the amount of 123,263 dollara whereby 
a deficiency remains of 78,362 dollars to complete the two eetimatea 
even supposing bills to that amount would produce an equivalent 
sum in money. 

Your Committee find that the residue of the bills formerly intended 
to be apphed for the relief of prisoners of war (except to the amount 
of 30,616 dollars of those drawn on M' Jay, the sale of which has 
been lately stopped by order of Congress, and about 20,000 dollars 
of those drawn on Doct' Franklin) have been already disposed of, 
and the monies applied to various purposes. 

Your Committee therefore beg leave to recommend Uie foUowiog 
Beeolution Viz. 

> At this point Cbailes Thomson resumed the entries, A cop; of this report. In the 
writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Paper* of the Continmtal Congreu, No. 36, lY, 
lolio 43. The following is indotaed "Motion for amendment." It Is in }ames Madi- 
son's writing, and is in the Paper* o/* Om ContiTitnUd Congrttt, No. 36, IV, foUo 263: 

That it be eAmestly tecommended to the States, as indeepensably necessaiy to the 
mpport of public credit and the prosecution of the War immediately t« pass laws 
laying an impost olbfi. cent ad valorem on all goods irares and merchandises imported 
into them respectively after the 1? day of May next from any foreign port Island <v 
pUntation; to vest Congress with full power to collect and to appropriate the same to 
the discha^ of tho principal and interest of all debts already contracted or which 
may be contracted on the Mth of the United States during the present war, and to give 
to the (Aceia which shall be appointed by Congreas to collect the said impost all the 
legal antborities neceeeary to the panotnal execution ot his duty. 
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Reaolvtd. That the Board of Treaauiy be directed immediately to 
prepare bills of exchange to be drawn on the hon*^ Benj amin Franklin 
Minister Plenipoteatiuy at the Court of Versailles at ninety days 
sight for such amount as will be sufficient to complete the former 
estimates of the Board of War for the reU^ of prisoners, and that 
the said bills be sold under the directions of the Board of War, and 
the monies applied solely to the purposes directed by former resolu- 
tions of Congress for their support.' 

At a Boabd of Wab FtV S^ 1781 

Present M' PeteiB 

Gen! Cornell 

The Board having considered the Memorial of Lt Colonel Fleury 
referred to them by Cougreaa beg leave to report. 

That L! Col Fleuiy now serving in the Aiiny of our Allies in con- 
dderation of his merit and services continue to hold his rank in the 
American Army and have leave of absence therefrom until the farther 
order of Congress. 

That his pay and a ppointap eats emoluments be suapended during 
his absence from his command in the American Army.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 



MONDAY. FEBRUARY 5, 1781 

A letter, of 31 January, from General Washington, en- 
cloong a lett^ of 27th, ixoia. Kfajor General Howe; and one 
of 25 January, from Major General Parsons, were read: ' 

Ordered, That the letter of Major General Parsons, with 
the papers enclosed, relative to his successful enterprize 
against the enemy's post at Morrisania, with so much of the 
general's letter as relates thereto, be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Intelligence; and that the Commander in Chief 
return the thanks of Congress to Major General Parsons, 

■ Tbia report, delivered this day, is in the miting of Thomu Bee. The iudoraement 
mys: "Aug. 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." It b in the Papeno/Ihe CcmtinaUal 
Oongreu, No. 27, folio 117. 

* TbiB report is in the Fapen oftht CimtaienUd Congrtu, No. 147, VI, (olio 131. It 
wu Te»d on this dfty, M the indwaeiDent indicatee. The following is added: "August 
S3, 1781, not to be acted upon." 

■ Thia lettw is in the Papen of Ot ConUnttdal Congrtu, No. 162, IX, folio S17. 
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and the officers and men under hb command; and infonn 
him that Congress have directed this publication to be made 
in testimony of their approbation of his judicious arrange- 
ments, and of the spirit and military conduct displayed by 
the officers and men employed under him on the occasion. 

A letter, of 2, from W. Geddes, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 
Mr. [William] Floyd. 

A letter, of 3, from Doctor B. Binney, was read : ' 

A petition of Preserved Clap was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of January 20, 1781, from the president of New 
Hampshire, was read.' 

On motion of the Medical Committee, 

That a warrant issue upon Thomas Smith CoDuuissloner of the 
Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania in favour of Thomas 
Bond, jun^ Purveyor of the Hospital for 20,000 dollars of the old 
emission to be applied towards establishing an hospital in Yii^inia 
and to enable proper officeis to repair thither as soon as possible. * 

Ordered, That the Medical Comnuttee give the directions 
necessary for establishing a hospital in Vii^nia, and pro- 
viding for the same; and also for removing the sick irom 
the new gaol in this city, to some prop^* place to be provided 
as a hospital for prisoners. 

A letter, from R. Patten, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a conamittee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

> 0«ddM' letter is ia the Pap«n of Ou CoTUmetOal Confrtn, No. 78, IX, folio 431; 
Biimey'a letter ia in No. 78, IV, foUo 93. 

' Clap's petitioii Ii in the Paptn of the Omtitiental Oongnu, No. 42, II, folio 86; the 
New Hainptdiire letter ia in No. 64, folio 174. 

■ Tbia motion, undated, in the writing of Abnhun Clark, ia in the Paper* t^ the 
Cimtmenbd Congrta, No. 36, IV, folio 517. 

* Hub letter is in tiw Pap^t qftht Omtmental Cotif/nu, No. 19, V, folio 45. 
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The committee, to whom waa referred the letter of 20th 
November last, from the president of the State of New 
Hampshire, report, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the 20"> day of 
November 1780 from President Weare with the papers enclosed 
having comdderod the subject to which they relate and consulted the 
best sources of information within their power as to the law of Nationa 
thereoQ, Beport, 

lliat it does not appear that any piindple or usage established 
among the most friendly Powers, or the spirit or tenor of any par- 
ticular conventions among such powers and still less any article or 
clause in the treaties between his most Xn Majesty and the United 
States authorize a claim of exemption by the subjects of the former 
redding in America from any taxes or imposts lud on their property 
within tho United S t a te s common to the Citizens of the latter and to 
the subjects of other nations. 

That alien friends appear to be entitled by their remdence to 
exemption from all military and other personal services except in 
certain critical dtuations from all taxes laid directly on their persons, 
and in general from all such other taxes as in their nature have imme- 
diate relation to citizenship and are incompatible with the duties 
th^ owe to their lawful Sovereigns. 

That with respect to the case of Mons. de la Tour, a French 
subject, residing in New Hampshire, stated to Congress by 
Fre^dent Weare, the committee are of opinion, that the tax 
on his stock in trade, of which he complains, being common 
to the citizens of that State, and no wise incompatible with 
his character as a French subject, is liable to no objection, 
unless such effects be included in his computed stock as lie 
out of that State, to which distincUon careful attention ought 
to be paid. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

The committee having reported farther on the subject: 

The Committee further report, as th^ opinion that as the general 
law of nations does not define with any degree of predsioQ the privi- 
leges and obligations of foreigners with respect to taxes and imposts 
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and as the treaties aubsisting between France and the U. States con- 
tain no particular regulations on that subject, and as it ia of the 
utmost consequence to the interests of commerce and to h&nnony 
of intercourse between the U. States and their allies that some precise 
and permanent rules tiiereon foimded in equity liberality and reci- 
procity should be speedily settled, it is expedient that die Minister 
Plenipotentiary at the Court of Versailles should be authorized to 
open a n«^tiation with that Court for such purpose and that a Com- 
mittee be appointed to prepare the necessary instructions for his 
conduct therun.' 

Ordered, That the consideration of the remainder be post- 
poned. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Geoige] Walton, eeconded by 
Mr. [WiUiam] Floyd; 

That a member be elected for the Board of Treasury, in 
the room of Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

Question put, passed in the n^ative. 

On motion of Mr. [George] Walton, seconded by Mr. 
[Oliver] Wolcott, 

Resolved, That Mr. [Geoi:ge] Walton be excused from 
farther attendance at ^e Bofud of Treasury.' 

[Adjourned to 10 o'clock to-morrow.] 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 1781 

A letter of 11 January last, from the executors of Major 
Samuel Clarke, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

Ordered, That two members be elected for the Board of 
Treasury: 

' Thifl report, in the writiDg of Jtunea Madison, ia in the Papen qf Ou Continentat 
Ckmgre$$, No. SO, I, folio 9. 

* A letter, of January 6, from Baron d'Aiendt, appean to have been read this day. 
Itiainthei'ap0'i(/(A< Continmial Cmgreu, So. 78, VII, folio 351. 

■Thia letter is in the Pap«r((/tAc Continental Cvn^rm, Kq. 78, V, folio 446. 
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The Members, Mr. [George] Walton, Mr. T[hoinas] Smith. 

On motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 

Resolved, That Thomas Bond, jun. purveyor to the gena%l 
hospital, be, and hereby is, authorised to settle the accounts 
for salaries, and pay the officers of the hospital established 
■ in Virginia, xmder the direction of Dr. Gould, which have 
accrued since the new arrangement of the medical depart- 
ment; and that Dr. William Rickman, late deputy director, 
settle and return the accounts of salaries due the officers of 
the swd hospital, prior to that date, to the present purveyor. 

A memorial of J. Henderson, t^nt of O. Pollock, was 
read;' Whereupon, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee of Commerce on the memorial of J. Henderson, 
respecting the accounts of O. Pollock; and, thereupon, 

'nie Commerdal Comimttee beg leave to report, 

'niat they have had under their conaideratiou the memorial of 
John Henderson, agent for Oliver Pollock, together with the Accounts 
of said Pollock against the Umted States therein referred to, which 
they find had undergone a previous examination and been passed 
by Mt Fell one of the late Commercial Committee as appears by his 
certificate thereon. 

That in attempting a reexamination of the said account they 
perceive some of the vouchers are mismng which M' Pennel of the 
Navy Board who assisted Mr Fell in the settlementa and had fre- 
quent access to the papers of the Commercial Committee assures 
your Committee did once exist. 

That as Mt Henderson has remained in this city for many months 
past solely to prosecute this business of his principal, and as it would 
have the ^>peanuice of imposing a hardship on M( Pollock to require 
of him a new transmission of vouchers to ascertiun a demand which 
from the circumstance of Mt Fell's certificate seems to have been 
satisfactorily established in the opinion of the late Commercial Com- 
mittee ; if Congress should be of the like opinion, your Committee 
submit the following order to the Treasuiy Board: 

' This memorul ia in tie Papert o/llu Contmattal Catypat, No. 41, IV, folio ISl. 
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Ordered, That the Treasury Board pass thirty-seven thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-six dollars, specie, to the 
credit of Oliver Pollock, agent of the United States at New- 
Orleans, as a debt due to hun from the said states, on which 
an interest of six per cent, is to be allowed him until payment 
shall be made.' 

A report from the Board of War was read: 

At a Boaed of Wab, February 6, 1781. 

Freeent M' FeterH, Gen' Cornell. 

The Board have the honor to lay before Congress a letter of the 
30» UIt° from Charles Fettit, A. Q. M. O. inclosing one from Col*> 
CarringtoD D. Q. M. for the Southern Army, containing information, 
as well as a request for a supply of money. As it vill be impossible 
to procure an estimate from Col" Carrington in any reasonable time, 
and as it is evident that he must stand in need of a very considerable 
supply of money in the present deranged situation of affurs in that 
quarter, the Board have thought proper to make this application 
immediately to Congress, the more especially as it is not accom- 
panied with an estimate, and they beg leave to report — 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, to 
report a warrant in favom* of C. Pettit, assistant quarter- 
master general, for the use of Colonel Carrington, deputy 
quartermaster for the southern army, for five hundred 
Uiousand dollars old emissions.' 

A report &om the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeabdbt Office, Jany. SO^, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury having considered the letter from Col. 
Charles Fettit, Asst. Quuter Master General of the 29"' inat. with 
sundry letters enclosed, and accompanied with a letter of the 30"* 
inst. from the Board of War, approving of the same, beg leave to 
report, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Harwood, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of 

' This leport is in the Paptrt o/Um Continental Congrtu, No, 31, folio 227. 
* Tbia repcxt ia in the Paptn o/Oie Confut«n&iJ Congra*, No. 146, 1, folio 290. 
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Maryland, in favour of Charles Pettit, aaaistant quarter- 
master general, on account of Colond T. Pickering, quarter- 
master general, for ten thousand dollars new emissions, for 
the quartermaster's department in the disttict of Delaware 
and Maryland, and for which sum the said Colonel T. Pick- 
ering is to be accountable; 

That on the application of Mr. I[saac] Motte, one of the 
del^ates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the con- 
tinental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for seven- 
teen thousand dollara old emissions, for which the said State 
of South Carolina is to be accountable; ' 

Teeabuky Office Jemr. SO^ 1781. 

The Board of Treasuiy have considered the Petition of Robert 
Jewell, keeper of the States Prison, read in Congreas the 27*^ Inst, 
and referred to the Board of Treasuiy. 

It appears by a return this day made by the Treasurer, that war- 
rants drawn upon him in favor of the Petitioner to the amount 
twenty-nine thousand six hundred and seventy-five dollars remain 
imdischarg'd and that there is no probability that the Treasurer 
will shortly be enabled to pay them, — ^wherefore the following resolu- 
tion is submitted. 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of Michael Hillegas, treasurer, for twenty-nine thou- 
sand six hundred and seventy-five dollars in the old emissions, 
to enable the said treasurer to discharge the several warrants 
due to Robert Jewell, keeper of the states prison, for which 
sum the said treasiu^r is to be accountable. 

The Board have had under their consideration a letter from Charles 

Pettit assistant Quarter Master General of the 29*" Instant inclosiiig 

an "Estimate of Cash wanted to answer the immediate demands of 

the Quarter Master's Department in the State of Pennsylvania" 

* This report ia in the Papen t^the CorUmenioI Congreu, No. 136, V, lolio 79. 
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amounting to forty-eight thousand two hundred and sixty dollara 
^tha of a dollar, which estimate and letter accompanies this report. 

Upon the letter and estimate aforesaid approved and signed by 
the Board of War, and taking into consideration the order of Con- 
gress of the 15* Dec' last "That the Board of Treasury pay par- 
ticular attention to the exigencies of the Quarter Master's Depart- 
ment." The following Resolution is submitted — 

lliat upon the appUc&tion of Cha; Pettit Assistant Quarter Master 
General upon an estimate approved by the Board of War, a warrant 
issue in his favor on Tho* Smith Commissioner of the Continental 
Loan Office for the State of Pennsylvania for forty-eight thousand two 
hundred and sixty dollars and V^ths of a dollar in the Bills emitted 
pursuant to the Act of Congress of the 18*'' March last, (part of the 
four tenths subject to the order of Congress) for which sum Timothy 
Pickering Quarter Master General is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, That so much of the report aa relates to the letto: 
of 29 January last, from C. Pettit, assistant quartermaster 
general, tc^ether with the said letter, be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The membCTS, Mr. [Theodorick] Blaad, Mr. [Alexander] 
McDougall, Mp. 8 olliTant Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read; 
Whereupon, 

Treasubt Office Jan*. i7^ 1781 

In compliance with an order of Congress of the 22*^ instant and a 
letter from the Board of War of the 25 instant with an estimate of 
thirteen thousand dollars New Emis^on from the Hon*^ Board afore- 
said to be necessary to recruit Col. Armands Legion — ^The Board of 
Treasury beg leave to report 

That a warrant issue in favor of Joseph Carleton Pay Mast, to the 
Board of War and ordnance on Nathl Appleton Commissioner for 
the Continental loan [office] for the State of Massachu- 
setts Bay for thirteen thousand dollars New Emission for 
the purpose of recruiting Col. Armands Legion &c and for which sum 
the said Pay Master is to be accountable — 

■ This report is in the Paper* of the ContmaUat Congrett, No. 136, V, folio 71. 
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In coosequeQce of an account exhibited to Congress by the Directors 
of the Pennsylvania Bank shewing a balance due on the first Pay- 
ment on the Loan subscription of £3891. 2. 4. specie which account 
was on the fourth instant referred to this Board "to devise ways and 
means of repaying the same to the Manageis of the Bank " whereupon 
the following resolution La submitted: 

Ordered, That George Clymer and John Nixon, directors 
of the Pensylvania bank, be authoiized and empowered to 
Bell so many of the billa of exchange deposited in thdr hands 
in consequence of the act of Congress of the 22d of June last, 
as shall enable them to make the first payment on the loan 
subscription to the amount of three thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-one pounds two shilling and four pence, and 
that they advise with and be governed by the loan oABcct of 
the State of Pensylvania with respect to the value of the 
bills.' 

Treasuby Offiob, FebySfh, 1781. 

In compliance with an order of Congress of the 2d instant, the 
Board report the following Resolutions: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favor of Colonel Benjamin 
Flower, commissary general of military stores, for thirly- 
four thousand four hundred dollars old emissions, on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvania, for the purchase of sundry articles to 
be forwarded to the southern army, and for which sum the 
said commissary general of military stores is to be account- 
able; 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, for three hundred dollars of the new emissions, in 
favour of Captain Paschki, late of the army of the United 
States, for his services with the southern army since the 
resolution of the 16 day of May last; 

That on the application of Richard Philips, steward to the 
President of Congress, a warrant issue in his favour on 

' This report is in the Paptn ofUtt CantuwnJoI CongrtM, No. 136, V, folio 65. 
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Thomas Smith aforesaid, for fifteen thousand dollars old 
emisaions, for the use of the Preadent's household, and for 
which the said steward is to be accoimtable.* 

The Board of Ti^easuiy, to whom was re-committed their 
report, respecting the drawing of the fourth class of the 
United States' lottery, delivered in another report; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasvbt Offiob January 19^ 1781. 

The Board of Treasury b^ leave to lay before Congress a letter of 
the IS*" instant from die managers of the United States lottery, for 
direction in the premises. The Board, however, are of opinion that 
in the presrait depreciated etate of the old currency it will be for 
the interest of the United States not to dispose of any of the 
tickete which remain unrenewed by adventurers in the third class; 
because the prizes to be funded in the fourth class will be on the 
disadvantageous terms of forty doUara of the old for one of the new, 
when the value of one of the latter is at least equal to serenty-fire of 
the former. The following resolution is therefore submitted: 

Resolved, That the managers of the United States* lottery, 
forthwith prepare for the drawing of the fom^h class of the 
said lottery; that they draw the blanks and prizes, and b^^ 
the drawii^ on the first day of Mofoh Monday in April next, 
under the durection of the Board of Treasury; and that the 
tickets then remaining unrenewed by the adventurers in the 
third class, conformable to the resolution of the ISth day of 
November, 1776, be on account of the United States and not 
disposed of." 

A letter, of this day, from J. Scudder, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report for a 
new arrangement of the executive boards, and aft^ some 
time being spent thereon; 

> Thia report u in the Popert of At Gmtmenfal Cmgrtu, No. 136, V, folio 85. 
■lliia report Is ia the Pa}wr»(i^ lb CoalinenUd CVm^eu, No. 136, V, lolio37. 
■ This letter is In the Paper* iff Oie OnttMntol Congntt, No. 78, XXI, folio 9. 
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Ordered, That so much bb relates to the Marine Departs 
ment be re-committed.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

W£DN£SDAY. FEBRUARY j, 17S1 

A letter, of 6th, from E. Forman and J. Gibson, was read; 
Whereupon,^ 

Ordered, That Tuesday next be assigned for consideric^ 
the papers therein referred to. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the 
memorial and account of Captun R. EUiot, request that 
they may be discharged therefrom, the said accoimt not 
being within the line of their department, but relating to a 
private expedition, undfertaken at the expence of the State 
of Vii^inia, and because they are not furnished with any 
documents relative thereto from O. Pollock, continental 
agent at New Orleans, who was employed by and hath con- 
stantly corresponded ■mth the Committee of Commerce:* 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said request. 

Whereas the events of the war may prevent the l^islatures 
of some of these states from assembling in time to consider 
the act of Coi^ress of the 3d, and consent to the vesting in 
Congress the power to levy the duties mentioned in the said 
act, so as to enable Congress to apply the said duties for the 
important purpose for which the said duties are designed; 
and whereas there is no reason to apprehend that such states 

' The part recommitted waa aa (oliowa, being in the writing ol James Duane; it ia 
in die Papert of the CemtintfOal Congren, No. 28, folio 313: 

That the Secretary of Ifarine be empowered and required to execute and discharge 
all the duties conunitted by Congrass to the Board of Admiralty; That the several 
Navy Boards be abolished and the dutiee heretofore eierciaed by them be committed 
to Huch Bgenla not exceeding one in each Fort aa ahall be lecommem'i'd by the 
Secretary of Marine and appointed by Oongrea. That he also report to Congress the 
officers necessary for assisting him in the duties of hie Department. 

* This letter is in the Papert of thi Continmtal Congrea, No. 62, folio 631. 

* This report is in the Papen qflke CoTitinetdal Congreu, No. 41, III, bdio 83. 
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as may be so circurostanced, will refuse to concur in a 
measure calculated for the general defence, so soon as their 
l^ialatures ahall be enabled to meet and deliberate : 

Resolved, That so soon as all the states, whose legislatures 
shall and may assemble, shall consent to the vesting in Con- 
gress the power of levying the duties in the act aforesaid 
specified, Congress will proceed to the execution of the said 
powers; and the revenues arising from the said duties, shall 
be carried to the general credit of all the states which shall 
consent or accede thereto, in the first session of their re- 
spective legislatures, which shall be held after the said act 
shall have reached the executive powers of the states re- 
spectively. 

Ordered, That the forgoing resolution, together with the 
act of the 3d, be transmitted with all convenient despatch 
to the several states; and that, in the letter accompanying 
the same, the President iirge upon the several executives 
the neces^ty of immediately c^ng the assemblies, if not 
already convened, for the purpose of vesting Congress with 
the power mentioned in the said act. 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to make 
as accurate an estimate of the public debt as they pos»bly 
can, and report the same to Congress; 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

Ordered, That the estimates and returns relative to the 
public debts, in the Secretary's ofEce, be referred to the 
said committee. 

Mr. Richard Law was nominated by Mr. [Jesse] Root fOT 
the office of secretary of foreign aSfurs. 

The conmiittee to whom was re-committed part of thdr 
report on a plan for the arrangement of the civil executive 
departments of the United States, delivered in another 
report. 
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Congress then resumed the consideration of the plan for 
the arrangement of the civil executive departments of the 
United States; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That there be a Finanoiof Superintendant of 
Finance, a Secretary at War, and a Secretary of Marine: 

That it shall be the duty of the Finnnoiog [Superintendant 
of Finance], to examine into the state of the public debt, the 
public expenditures, and the' public revenue, to digest and 
report plans for improving and regulatii^ the finances, and 
for establishing order and economy in the expenditiu^ of 
the public money; to direct the execution of all plans which 
shall be adopted by Congress respecting revenue and expen- 
diture; to superintend and control the settlement of all 
public accounts; to direct and control all persons employed 
in procuring supplies for the public service, and in the ex- 
penditure of public mon^; to obtain accounts of all the 
issues of the specific supplies furnished by the several states; 
to compel the payment of all moneys due to the United 
States, and in his official character, [or in such manner as the 
laws of the respective states shall direct,] to prosecute on 
behalf of the United States, for all delinquencies [respecting 
the public revenue and expenditures]; to report to Congress 
the officers which shall be necessary for assisting him in the 
various branches of his department. 

That the powers and duty of the Secretary at War shall 
be as follows: 

To examine into the present state of the waroffice, the 
returns and present state of the troops, ordnance, arms, 
ammunition, cloathing, and suppties of the armies of these 
United States, and report the same to Congress; to obtain 
and keep exact and regular returns of all the forces of the 
United States, and of all the military stores, equipments, 
and supplies in the magazines of the United Stat^, or in 

' Geo^e Bond here begins the entiiea. 
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other places for their use; and to take the immediate care of 
all such as are not in actual service; to form estimates of all 
such storra, equipments and supplies as may be requisite for 
the miUtary service, and for keeping up competent magazines, 
and to report the same to the Finonoiop [Superintendant of 
Finance], that he may take measures for procuring the same 
in such manner as may best suit the finances of these states ; to 
prepare estimates for paying and recruiting the armies of these 
United States, and lay them before the Finanoiof [Superin- 
tendant of Finance], so seasonably as to enable him to make 
proviaon without delay or derangement; to execute all the 
resolutions of Congress respecting military preparations, 
and transmit all orders and resolutions relative to the mili- 
tary land forces of these United States; to make out, seal, 
and countersign all military commissions, keep registers 
thereof, and publish annually a hst of all appointments; to 
report to Congress the officers necessary for asdsting him in 
the business of his department.' 

The Conuaittee to whom waa re-committed a plan for the arrange- 
ment of the Civil Executive Departments of the United States so far 
as it respects the marine, submit the following Report: 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of 
Marine, to examine into and report to Congress the present 
state of the navy, a register of the officers in and out of com- 
mand, and the dates of their respective commissions; and 
an account of all the naval and other stores belonging to that 
department; to form estimates of all pay, equipments and 
supplies necessary few the navy; and from time to time to 
report such estimates to the Superintendant of Finance, that 
he may take meaaures for providing for the expences, in such 
maimer as may best suit the condition of the pubUc treasury; 

1 This report, in the writmg at Junes Duane, except the woide in brackets, which 
we in the writing oi Bunuel HuDtington, ii in the Papa'* of Ott Contmenlal Gm- 
grm, No. 28, ioUo 311. 
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to superintend and direct the execution of all reaolutions of 
Congress re^ctii^ naval preparations; to make out, seal 
and counteraign all marine commismons, keep roisters 
thereof, and publiah annually a list of all appointments; to 
report to Congress the officers and agents necessary to asedst 
him in the business of his d^artment; and in general to 
execute all the duties and powers specified in the act of 
Congress constituting the Board of Admiralty. ' 

A letter, of the 6th, from B. Stoddert, secretary of the 
BoM^ of War, was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War.' 

At a Boaed of Wae F«i» 5*? 1781. 

Present Mf Peters 

Gen! Cornell 

The Board have considered the Memorial of Lt Col Diriks and b^ 
leave to remind Congress, that he was made a Lt Colonel by Brevet 
in the Army of the United States on the fifth day of Nov. 1778 and 
permitted to return to the Netherlands — where it appears from the 
journals of that day that he was to be employed in negociating a 
loan — the Board know nothing of him from that time only by report — 
which said that he went to Holland and transacted the Business he 
was employed in to the satisfaction of those who sent him — till the 
29* December, 1779 when Congress resolved "That in consideration 
of the peculiar circumstances attending the Case of Colonel Diriks 
that gentiemau receive the pay and subsistance of a, Lt Colonel in 
the Army of the United States from the date of his Brevet untill the 
further order of Congress." It would seem from this resolution that 
the Brevet commission given to Colonel Diriks was intended ia the 
first instance as a mere honoraiy matter. He continued to draw 
his pay and rations in Philadelphia, frequently applying to the 
Board to be employed in active service till the 12th of July last, when 
Congress Resolved "That Lt Colonel Diriks have leave of absence 
agreeable to his request untill the further order of Congress." 

> l^da report, in the writiiig Df Junes Duaas, is in the Papen □/ tAe Contmentol Cton- 
9MH, No. 28, folio 315. 

' This letter is In the Paptrs of the Continmtal CoJigreu, No. 78, XXI, folio 17. 

* Here Cbarlea Thomson resumes the entricB in the Journal. 
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"That Bills of Exchange for four htmdzed and fifty dollars be 
graated him on the hon*^ M^ Latirena (afterwards altered for Bills 
on M^ Jay) on account of his pay." 

Colonel Diiika did not return to Europe as he intended when 
these reeolutdons passed but on the 7^ of August informed Congress 
that he would serve one more campaign in America and defer his 
departure till the end of it which he has done accordingly. 

Upon t^ State of facts Congress will be pleased to Judge whether 
it should be resolved 

That Lt Colonel Diriks be informed that it is impracticable to 
employ him in the Service of these States consistent with tlie ar- 
rangement of the Army. 

That he rec^ve his pay to tiiis day and be no longer considered 
in Service. 

Or if Congress should be of opinion that Lt Col. Dirika should be 
conadered as an Officer entitled to retire under Uie Regulations of 
the 3d and 2lBt Oct last, they will please to resolve, 

That Lt Col. Diriks have leave to retire from the Army of the 
United States agreable to the r^ulations of Congress of the 3d and 
21st October last— » 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1781 

A letter, of 24tb January, from Major General Greene, 
with sundry papers enclosed, giving an account of a signal 
and complete victory gained by Brigadier General Moi^n, 
on the 17th January, over a detachment of the British army 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton; 

Also, another letter from Major General Greene, of 23 
January, and a letter of January 9th, &om the same, with 
sundry papers enclosed, were read: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: the members, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. jThomas] Bee. 

> lUa report is in the Papert of the CemtvMntal Congrtn, No. 147, VI, fi^o 107. I) 
ia indrawd: "Rekd Tebj. 7, 1781." 

* The tettcir of Bth ia in the Paperg qf 1A« CkmtinMtcU Gtnffn—, No. 166, 1, iolio 606; 
that of 23d la OD lolio 613; that lA 24th b od b^o 633. 



.y Google 



130 Journals of Congress 

An authentic copy of a letter from Brigadier General 
Moultrie to Lieutenant Colonel Balfour, dated Christ Church 
Parish, October 16th, 1780, and Balfoiu^a answer, [were read :] 

Ordered, That copies thereof be transmitted to the min- 
isters of theae United States at the courts of Europe; and 
that the letter be referred to the committee aforesaid. 

A letter, from Alexander Skinny, an officer of lieutenant 
Colonel Lee's l^onary corps, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 7, from B. Otto, phjrsician and surgeon, was 
read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the letter of Doctor Otto be referred to the 
Board of War to take measures for preventing any inter- 
ruption being given to the hospital at the yellow springs, 
the same being provided solely for the reception of proper 
hospital subjects. 

A petition, of Paul Bentalon, was read: 

Oniered, Ttiat it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 20 January, from Brigadier General Morgan, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on Major 
General Greene's letters. 

On motion of the Committee of Commerce, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
uoner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for twelve himdred and fifty dollars new emission, in 
favour of John Henderson, to be charged to the account of 
Oliver Pollock, agent of the United States at New Orleans. 

A letter, of this day, from Cha Morse, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

) Thia letter is in the Papert of At Gmtbtental Congrtu, No. 78, XX, folio M9. 
■ Bentftlon's pelilian is in the Paptn of On ContmtrUal Congrtu, No. 42, 1, folio 2H; 
Hragut'B letter is in Ho. 78, XVI, folio 131. 
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A letter, of 7th, from R. Bache, postmaster general, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office. 
A letter, of Oct. 1, 1780, from G. Tmiier, was read.' 
A representation of the Board of Admiralty was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be refared to the Bo^rd of Treaaiuy. 
A memorial of General Sullivan was read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Trbasust Office, Fehruary 9^, 1781. 
Upon the the letter of Mr. Lotbinier, read in Congress the 30''' of 
January last, and referred to this Board; the following resolution is 
submitted : 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Pensylvania, in favor of Michael HiUegas, treasurer, for ten 
thousand dollars old emissions, to enable him to pay that 
sum to Mr. Lotbinier, in part of a warrant which the SEud 
Mr. Lotbinier has upon the treasurer aforesaid for money of 
the new emission, and for which sum the said treasurer is to 
be accountable; 

Upon the letter from Joseph Scudder, read in Congress and referred 
to this Board; the following resolution is eubmitted: 

That a warrant issue on Thomas South, commissioner 
aforesaid, in favour of Joseph Scudder, for ax thousand 
dollars in bills of the old emissions, on account of his salary 

■ Hotm'b letter u in the Poper* of the ConHneiUal Congreu, No. 69, III, (olio 41; 
Turner's is in No. 78, XXII, foUo 429. 

* This repfeeentation is in the Faperi of the Continental CongreM, No. 37, folio S5fi. 

* This memoritkl ia in the Paptn o/ Iht Continental Congrat, No. 41, IX, folio 153. 
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as clerk in the war office, and for which sum the said Joseph 
Scudder is to be accountable;' 

Tbeabust OmoB Feft? S"^ 1781 

The Board of Treasury beg leave to Report, 

That in pursuance of an Act of Congreas of the 12^ of JanT last 
the Commissioners of the Chambers of accounta have liquidated the 
account of John Biddle, Isaac Howell, Peter Thomson, 
^j^>f«TiBati*a jgm,^ ^lowden and Nathaniel Ftdconer, Inspectors of 
the Frees, agreeable to the principles of the Act of the 
16A of November last, and reported a balance due to the said Super- 
intendantfi to the 4"* of Dec^ last, of 2805 dollars and Hth specue. 
The mode of payment the Board beg leave to submit to Congress; 
but observe from the pressing solicitations of such of them as are 
continued in employ, the payment of this balance is necessary to 
enable them to proceed in the discharge of their duty. 

The Board on reconsidering their report of the 19"' of January last, 
respecting the drawing of the fourth Class of the United States Lottery, 
see DO reason to alter their opinion then given, and therefore, beg 
leave to offer again the resolution then proposed — changing the time 
for drawing to the l!t of March next. 

The Board beg leave further to Report, 

That on the application of ^^Iliam Kinnan, copper plate 
printer, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner aforesaid, for ten thousand dollars old emissions, 
part of the salary due to him, and for which he is to be 
accoimtable.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow, 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read. 
A letter, of 3, from General Washington, was read, with 
sundry papers enclosed: " 

■ Thi« report u in the Papen 0/ lh» (kmUnmUil Oongm*, No. 136, V, Eolio 89. 
* This report ia in tbe Papen of tAe GmHitental Congreu, No. 136, V, (olio S3. 

■ The Board of War letter ia in the Paptri of iht Continattid Congnu, No. 14S, I, 
folio 311. Wuhingten'a is in No. 152, IX, folio541; it is printed in The WriHnfii of 
IPatUnirton(Ford), IX, 126. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three; 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Jonea, Mr. [Alexander] Mc- 
Doi^all, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

Ordered, That the committee to whom were referred the 
letters from Major General Greene, Brigadier General Moi^an 
he take into consideration the state and condition of the 
southern army, and report ways and means of supplying 
their wants.' 

Petitions from Thomas Felten, Benjamin Armitage, Joseph 
VanDyke, Joseph Jewell, Elijah W^, Wll Lawrence and 
Francis Proctor, were laid before Congress, each praying to 
be appointed keeper of the state prison in the room of R. 
Jewell, deceased : * 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That the salary of the SuperintendaTd of Finance 
be six thousand dollars per annum; 

That the salary of the Secretary at War be five thousand 
dollars per anmmi ; and 

That the salary of the Secretary cf Marine be five thousand 
dollars per annimi. 

Ordered, That Monday next be ass^ed for the election 
of the ofiScers aforesaid, and the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; 'Where- 
upon, 

Tebastjbt OiTiCE, Febmary StK, 1781. 

Thd Board of Treaamy having conEddered the letter of the 3rd 
instant from Philip Audibert AsBt. to John Pierce, paymaster general, 
beg leave to report ; 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of 

' A copy of this order, as *ii extract from the misutea is in the Paptn of 0\* Conlir 
nentot Gmfnu, No. 16S, I, folio 545. 

■Felton'a petition ia in the Pap«r«</fA<amfui«n<aI Ctmgrtu, No. 4S, IV, folio 268; 
Armitage'sia on folio 230; Vuidyke'ion folio 272; JeweU's on folio 234; Weed's on 
folio244; L*wrence'B on folio 274; Proctor's <ni folfo 260. A aimilu petition, from 
Henry Murfila, wm alao jmnented; it ia in No. 42, V, folio 225. 
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Pensylvania, in favour of Philip AudibCTt, on account of 
John Pierce, paymaster general, for ei^t hundred and 
eleven dollars new emission, to enable the said P. Audibert 
to discharge two warrants drawn on the paymaster general 
by the Board of War; one for five himdred and fifty-two 
dollars, in favour of Lieutenant Jenkins, of Captain Spald- 
ing's company; the other in favor of Captain Selin, pay- 
master to Captain Paul Schott's corps, for two hundred and 
fifty-nine dollars of the emission aforesaid, being on account 
of pay due to their craps now under marching orders from 
Wyoming to join the main army, and for both of which 
sums, amoimting to eight hundred and eleven dollars, the 
aforesaid John Herce, pa}anaster general, is to be account- 
able; 

That on the application of the Inapectors of the Press, the following 
resolution is submitted : 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, in favour of John Biddle, Isaac Howell, Peter 
Thomson, Isaac Snowden and Nathaniel Fai- 
■Sfn (^imI! coner, inspectors of the continental press, for 
%we one thousand e igh t four hundred and #w 
two dollars and forty-five ninetieths of a dollar in bUls of 
the new emissions in di e obar g o part of their account settled 
to the 1 8 th day of - Maroh la a t 4 day of December last; 

That on the application of 'V^^lli^ Geddes, commissioner 
of accounts, a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensylva- 
nia, in his favour for twenty thousand dollars old emissions, on 
accoimt of his salary and for which he is to be accountable.' 

On motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded by Mr. 
[John] Sullivan, 

' Tliis report is in the faperi of the Continental Congrtu, No. 136, V, folio 93. 
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Ordered, That the Board of Treasury immediately lay 
before Congress an exact state of the returns from all the 
respective loan-offices, specifyii^ the old emissions brought 
in to be destroyed, and the new emissions retained, subject 
to the orders of Congress; also, a state of the taxes paid in 
by the respective states, and that they make such report to 
Congress on the first Monday of every month in future. 

[A memorial horn Abraham Whipple, John Peck Kat^- 
bume, Samuel Tucker and Thomas Simpson, was read : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. 
[Oliver] Wolcott and Mr. [William] Shaipe.] ^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY lo. 1781 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of the 
2d, from William Geddes, delivered in a report, which was 
read. 

The Committee to whom were referred the letter of the 2f instant 
from W? Geddes, h^ leave to report the following resolution: 

That the setting aside the election of William Qeddes and the 
appointment of another person to the office of paymaster general 
was fonoded grounded upon reasons of expediency and propriety, 
and all reports circulated injurious to the character or reputation of 
the said William Oeddes on that account are fiJa ft wod unfounded.' 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, to 
consider farther the report on finance, and after some time 
the President resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews 
reported, that the conamittee have considered farther the 

■ This memorkl lain the Pape-«o/tA< Cot^netOid Cengreu, No. 41, X, folio 4M. 
* The part Id biacketa was entered in the Journal by George Bond. 

■ This npOTt, In t}ie writing of William Sharpe, is in the Paptn of Qi» Ccmtinmtal 
Cangnm, No, 19, II, loUo 405. It ^ipeus in the list of postponed rapcrta in No. 81> 
fdioSTl. 



.y Google 



1S6 Journals of Congress 

reports on finance, but not having come to a conclusion, 
desire leave to sit again.' 

* The following motioD, without date, In the wiitiiig td labn Mathewt, ia in the 
Paptn ttfihe Contmtraal Qmgren, No. S6, IV, folio 37: 

That ta «^th of a dollar p. ton, Oupenten toimage be paid upon all veeeela 
■niving in any port of these United States coming from foreign porta loaded with 
■ny foreign commoditim or in ballast. 

poatponl. 

The following motion, in the writing of Thomaa Burke, was, the indorsefflent ehows, 
poetponed on this day. It is in tlte Paptn of Ihe ContinentiU Gmgreu, No. 36, IV, 
folio 37': 

Raolvtd, That the duties which the States are requested to empower Congien to 
levy by the act of the 3^ lastant be payable in specie <»i]y— and that all imported 
articlea fnaea and price goodabe rated lor the purpose (tf ascertaining the said duty, 
in specie and that it be recommended to the States to make proviaiona in tbdr 
respective laws cixiformable to this reeoludon. 

The following moti<Hi, in the writing d Henry Wynkoop, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole as the indnsement ahowi. It is in the Papen aflht Contmtnlal 
Omgrm, No. 36, IV, folio 39: 

Sttohud, That it be recommended to the respective Le^alatures to repeal all penal 
clauses, that may be inserted in any ti their Laws enacted for the purpose of funding 
and redeeming the Bills of Credit emitted by the Reoolutious of Congren of the 18A of 
March last. 

That all Taxes, Dnties or Imposts which now are or herebtfoie have been recom- 
mended to the States since Che ISft of March last be considered ai estimated in specie 
or the actual value thereof and th&t their reepective Quotas and Proportioiu, be chaq^ed 
to them, by the Treasury Board accordingly. 

And that it be recommended to the Legislatures to adopt such Modes and Regula- 
tions as shall best suit their respective situations and circutmiatncea for efiectually 
procuring the payment of cdl Taxes, Duties or Imposts either In specie or the actual 
value therecd in paper BUts of Credit. 

That the CommiasionerB of the respective Loan offices be impowered and directed 
to attend particularly to (he exchange between specie and the paper Bills of Credit 
actually existing frtnu time to time in those States within which they respectively 
lesde, and transmit weekly Rates thereof to the persons appcdnted to collect the 
Duties and Imposts upon goods and merchandize imported into those Slates to which 
the Loan Officers respectively belong; which rates shall be the Rule to direct the said 
Colectcn in the receiving oi all the aforenid duties in specie or paper Bills, and shaU 
be transmitted once in every month by the rsspective Loan Officers to the l^euory 
4rf the United States. 

That it be recommended to the Legislatures ot each State to emitt such proportion 
of the Bills of the ISA of March, in Bills of such Denomination under one Dollar u 
■hall suit their respective purposes for nnall chai^ and to the Amountof suchsnmaa 
they conceive the Circumstances of their respective States may require; and that they 
be requested without delay to tiansmitt such amount to the Treasury oi the United 
States to enable ttiat Board to prevent the Twnring of any greater quantity to each State 
than the amount allotted to them respectively by the Resoluticou of tiie IStt of Marob 
last including the sum emitted ix <^ange aa by this Resolution recomioended. 
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Ordered, That on Monday next Congress be resolved into 
a Conunittee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports 
on finance. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
Alexander Skinner, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd op Wab FA'. 10^ 1781 

Mr Peters 

Gen Cornell 

The Board having considered the letter from Doc* Skinner referred 
to them, beg leave to lay before Congreea an estimate they Counter^ 
signed on the 2"^ of XoyT last and seat to the Board of TreBsury 
for £10,414:5:2 of the new emissions to procure the articles therein 
specified for the Southern Army. 

As the saddles intended for Col. Lee's partizan Corps, which are 
indispensably necessaiy, were included in the estimate, and as the 
other artides mentioned are equally essential, the Board beg leave 
to report: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favour of Chas. Pettit, 
assistant quartermaster, for twenty-seven thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-one dollars of the new emissions, to 
enable Colonel S. Kiles to procure for the southern army 
the articles contained in the Board of War's estimate of 
22d [2d] November last.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com-, 
mlssioner of the continental loan office for the State of Fen- 
sylvania, in favour of Chas. Pettit aforesaid, on account of 
T. Hckenng, quartermaster general, for five hundred thou- 
sand dollars old emissions, for the use of Colonel Carrington, 
deputy quartermaster for the southern army, and for which 
the said T. Pickering, quartermaster general, is to be accounts 
able.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

■ This report m in the Paptn of tht CorMwnial Cemgrtu, No. 147, VI, (olio 139. 
* Thu leJMrt ia in the Papvn ofOtt ContmeiOal Congrat, So. 136, VI, folio 97. 
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MONDAY,, FEBRUARY la. 1781. 

Kr. Daniel Carrol, a delegate for the State of Maryland, 
attended and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
which were read, as follows: 

liAsn^AND, Annapolis S FA. 1781. 
We hereby certify that John Hanson, Daniel of St. Thomas Jenifer, 
Daniel Carroll and Richard Fotts Esqniree are elected Delegates, to 
represent this State in Congresb for the year One thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty one. 

Ja. Maodbbin CI. Sen. 
V.QBxaTxClHoDd} 

The delegates for Maryland laid before Congress a certified 
copy of an act of the legislature of that State, which was 
read, as follows: 

ndfy the 

"Whereas it hath been said that the common enemy is 
encouraged by this State not acceding to the Confederation, 
to hope that the union of the sister states may be dissolved; 
and therefore prosecutes the war in expectation of an event 
so disgraceful to America; and our friends and illustrious 
ally are impressed with an idea that the common cause 
would be promoted by our formally acceding to the Con- 
federation: this general assembly, conscious that this State 
hath, from the commencement of the war, strenuously 
exerted herself in the common cause, and fully satisfied that 
if no formal confederation was to take place, it is the fixed 
determination of this State to continue ber exertions to the 
utmost, agreeable to the faith pledged in the union; from 
an earnest desire to conciliate the affection of the sister 

' The original ia in the Papert of Iht Gmtinmtid Congrut, Uaiyland, OtdmiiaU oj 
DekfoUi. 
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states; to convince all the world of our unalterable resolu- 
tion to support the independence of the United States, and 
the alliance with his Most Cliristian Majesty, and to destroy 
forever any apprehension of our friends, or hope in our 
enemies, of this State being again united to Great Britain; 

" Be it enacted by the general assembly of Maryland, that 
the delegates of this State in Congress, or any two or three 
of them, shall be, and are hereby, empowered and required, 
on behalf of this State, to subscribe the Articles of Confedera- 
tion and perpetual union between the States of New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts Bay, Hhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pensyl- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland, \Trginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Geoi^ia, signed in the general Congress of the 
said States by the honorable Henry Laurens, esq. their then 
President, and laid before the legislature of this State to be 
ratified if approved. And that the said Articles of Con- 
federatkin and perpetual union, so as aforesaid subscribed, 
shall thenceforth be ratified and become conclusive as to 
this State, and obligatory thereon. And it is hereby declared, 
that, by acceding to the said Confederation, this State doth 
not relinquish, or intend to relinquish, any right or interest 
she hath, with the other united or confederated states, tp the 
back country; but claims the same as fully as was done by 
the legislature of this State, in their declaration, which stands 
entered on the journals of Congress; this State relyir^ on 
the justice of the several states hereafter, as to the said 
claim made by this State. 

"And it is further declared, that no article in the said Con- 
federation, can or ought to bind this or any other State, to 
guarantee any exclusive claim of any particular State, to 
the soil of the said back lands, or any such claim of jurisdic- 
tion over the said lands or the inhabitants thereof. 
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"By the House of Delegates, January 30th, 1781, read and 

assented to, 

By order, F. Gbeen, Clerk. 

By the Senate, February 2d, 1781. Bead aud assented to. 
By order, Sab. Maccubbik, Clerk, 

Tho. S. Lee. (l. b.) '" 

A letter, of 28 November, and 

One, of 19th December, from Will Carmichael, were read: ' 

Ordered, That the same be considered on Wednesday next. 

Petitions of John Taggart, Mathew McConnel, Samuel 
Alexander, Robert Bevins, John James and Charles White, 
were read: 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Board 
of Treasury for settlement, agreeably to the resolution of the 
4 January last. 

A letter, of this day, from E. Cornell, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of Captain Thomas Mclntyre was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial, signed O'Neill, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Wax. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boaed op Wab, Fehf IS^ 1781 

Preerait M' Peters, Gen' Cornell M' Mathews 

Col Miles having represented that it will be ahsolutelj nec«68ftiy 
to advance 590 dollars of the new emisBions to the Wagoners who 
are to be sent with Stores for the Southern Army, beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favour of Charles Pettit, 
assistant quartermaster general, for five hundred and ninety 

■ Thia cop7 ia in the Paptn of the Continmtoi Con^nn, No. 70, folio 463. It WM 
also entered in No, 9 (Hietory of the Confederation). 

* The letter of 28 November ii printed in the Diplomatie CorreMpemdenet q^ it* 
Amenotm Rtvohition (Wharton), IV, IM; that of 19 December, page 198. 

■ Taggart's petition, dated Febnury 12, 17S1, is in the Paptn c^ the ContmaOai 
Oongrtu, No. 42, VII, folio 402; that of McCoonel, Alexander, Bevina, James and 
White ia in No. 42, V, foUo 229; Comell's letter i« in No. 78, VI, folio 15. 

* This memorial ifl in the PajMnq/'lAt Continental Congnu, No. 41, VII, folio 290. 
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dollars of the new emissions, for the tise of Colonel Miles, 
deputy quartermaster for Pensylvania, the quarteimaster 
general to be accountable.' 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury, of the 29 January last, delivered in a 
report; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the report of the Board of 
Treasuiy of the 29*^ of Jan'^ taking into their consideration the 
present demands on the Treasury, and having examined into the 
state of the moniea at present in the Treasury and in the loan office 
of the State of PennsylTania beg leare to report, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in favour of Charles Pettit, 
assistant quartermaster general, on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for ten thousand dollars of the new emissions, five 
thousand of which to be applied towards fumishii^ sup- 
plies, &c., for the post at Fort Pitt, and the remaining five 
thousand to be applied to such other pubhc purposes as ore 
most urgent and immediately pressing in the district of the 
quartermaster's dq)artment under the direction of Colonel 
Miles, deputy quartermaster. 

Ordered, That bills of exchange be sold, under the direc- 
tion of the Board of Treasury, by Thomas Smith, coromis- 
sioner aforesaid, for five himdred dollars specie, to be paid 
into the hands of the paymaster general of the army, for 
the use of the Commander in Chief.^ 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
and after some time, the President resumed the ch^, and 
Mr. [John] Mathews reported, that the Committee have con- 
sidered farther the reports on finance, and made some pro- 
gress, but not having Come to a conclusion, desire leave to 
ait ag^n; 

■ This report is in the Popen of (A« CrmHntnlal Gmgrat, No. 147, VI, toUo 143. 
' This report, in the writiiiK of Theodorick Blftnd, is in the Fapen oj Qit Contintntal 
Congrm, Ho. 26, folio 251. 
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Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be agedn resolved into 
a Committee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports 
on finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 1781 

A letter, of 25 January, from the governor of Rhode 
Island, was read, with an act passed by the l^islature of that 
State enclosed. 

A letter and petition from Rouz & Co. were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the 
petition of Oliver Bowen. 

A letter, of 3, from Leonard Gansevoort, was read, signi- 
fying lua acceptance of the office of commissioner of the extra 
chamber of accounts in the northern department. 

A letter, of this day, from B. Harrison, was read:* 

Ordered, That a conmiittee of frre six be appointed to 
confer with "Or. Harrison on the subjects mentioned in the 
Bwd letter. 

The members, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [Alexander] 
McDougall, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A letter, of the 10, from Thomas Nelmes, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
report. 

A memorial, from J. Henderson, agent of O. Pollock, was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

' The Rhode loUuid letter is in the Papen ^ tA« Conlmntaj Congrat, No. 64, folio 
494; Quwevoort's letter is in No. 78, X, folio 289; EuTiaoii*BisiaNo.78, XII,IoUoU7. 
* This letter lain the Papcnq/' Ac Continental Cangreu, No. 78, XVII, folio 123. 
' This memoTiAl is in the Pajitn o/ the Contifitntid Congrttt, No. 41, IV, folk) 16&. 
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A letter, from Baron d'Arendt, was read.' 

Congress took into con^deration a report of the Board of 
War on the manorial of Baron d'Arendt; and, Thereupon, 
At a Boabd of War Jan'. 16^ 1781 

Present tSr Peters 6en> Ward Gen' Cornell 

The Board of War to whom was referred the Memorial of the 
Baron Arendt so far as respected his Militaiy claims, beg leave to 
report to Congress. 

That by Resolre of Congress of the 19»* March 1777. the Baron 
Arendt was appointed Colonel of the German battalion in the room 
of Col HauB^;er. That while on duty in the same year he became 
ruptured by an accident and so soon as he was fit to resume a com- 
mand, he was ordered by Gen' Washington to take charge of the 
garrison of Mud Island the command whereof he was obliged to leave 
by an injury received in the course of duty. 

Hiat on the IS"* August I77S, the Baron obttuned a furlough from 
Congress, for twelve months, to the end that he might durii^ that 
time, cross the Sea for the benefit of his health. 

That it appears by two letters produced to the Board from the 
honble William Lee to the Baron Arendt dated at Frankfort on the 
Maine the 3*^ and S^ July 1779. that at the request of M' Lee, the 
Baron being then on his way to America returned to the Court of 
Prussia to solicit Arms and MQitary Stores for the State of Vii^inia, 
and in one of the said letters M' Lee agreed to "recommend it to the 
State of Yi^^inia to reimburse the Baron for the expences of his 
journey, when he returned to America, provided that those expences 
did not exceed twenty five Louis d'ors". 

It appears by the Baron's Memorial that he thought this request 
was sufficient to justify him in discontinuing his intended return to 
America, as he presumed M' Lee by being a Commissioner of the 
United States bad sufficient authority to warrant him in making the 
request. 

Should Congress be of this opinion, they will please to resolve, 

That the reasons assigned by the Baron Arendt for not returning 
to America before Hm expiration of tiie furlough granted him by 
Congress are satisfactory. 

> TfaiB letter is in tbe Papen of Iht Continental Cmgnn, No. 78, VII, folio 366. 



.y Google 



14A JoumaU of Congress 

That the Treasury Boa^ be directed to report a Warrant for the 
pay and Bubflistenca of the Baron Arendt as a Colonel 
in the service of the United States from the time of hia 
last receipt of the same, to the first of January 1781. 

That the Baron Arendt be informed Congress have a due sense of 
his merit, but that it is impracticable, consistent with the arraoge- 
ments of the Army, to employ him therein, suitable to his rank and 
therefore that he cannot be considered as in service after the said 
1" of Januaiy 1781. 

Should Congress be of opinion that M' Lee's request to the Baron 
to go on a private negotiation was either not intended by that gen^ 
tleman to interfere with his military obligations, or was, otherwise 
insufficient to justify the Baron's delay, it may be proper to resolve: 

That Baron Arendt be informed that Congress cannot employ him 
in a station suitable to his merit and rank, in the Army of the United 
States, consistent with the late arrangements thereof. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasuiy settle the account 
of Baron d' Arendt, chai^ng him with twenty-five louis 
paid him by Doctor Franklin, and report a warrant for the 
balance of pay and subsistence due to him as a colonel in 
the service of the United States, from the time of his last 
receipt of the same to the time of the expiration of his fur- 
loi^, after which time Congress did not consider him in 



A letter, of tiaa day, from E. Forman and J. Gibson, was 
read;' Whereupon, 

Accordii^ to the order of the day Congress proceeded to 
the consideration of the papers referred to in their lett^, of 
the 6th, and some time was spent thereon. 

The committee to whom was referred the lettCT, from 
Governor Jefferson, of January 15th, and the committee on 
the letter of R. Patten, delivered in their respective reports.' 

Hie Committee to whom was referred the letter of W Robert 
Patten beg leave to submit the following Resolution: 

' This report is in the Papm qf the GmimeiUal Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 8S. 

' ThiB letter ia in the Papen of the Continental Cimfrtm, No, 62, tolio 636. 

■ This pangnph is enteied by 0«ixge Bond. 
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That upon ex&niiiiing the Papers presented to Con- 
gress bj tiie late Committee for Estimates and Ways and 
Means they conceived it necessary, in order to discharge 
the business referred to them with any degree of eatis- 
factioD, to obtain information which did not fall within 
the view of that Committee. 

That yonr Committee accordingly applied for returns 
from several of the public officers: particularly from the 
Commissary General and Assistant Quarter Master Gen- 
eral; directing that each of their estimates of debts due 
from their Departments should distinguish the amounts 
of Certificates issued for supplies for the Army. 

That it will appear from the answer of the agent for i 
the Commissaiy General herewith presented, his prin- 
cipal being at the Head Quarters of the Commander in 
Chief, that the prospect of an estimate from that Depart- 
ment is remote. 

That Mt Fettit asmstant Quarter Master General fur- i 
nished your Committee on Saturday last with an Estimate 
of the debts due from his Department which with his 
Letter and the other Estimates hereafter noted, num- 
bered from N« 1 to Nf 25; are submitted and referred to, 
as explanatory of this Report. 

That the unsettled condition of the publick accoimts 
admits only of an imperfect Estimate of the debts due 
from the United States. Xo precision can be expected 
till there shall be a Hquidation of the accounts between 
the United States and each particular State. Tour Min- 
isters at Foreign Courts; Commercial Committee and 
A^nts; the Admiralty and Navy boards; the War office 
and Commissary of Military Stores; Commissaries and 
Quarter Masters; and Individuals who have claims against 
tiie publick. 

Your Committee therefore, are only able, from the 
information they possess, and the materials which they 
have collected, to lay before Congress a general view of 
the publick debt, and in some instances foimded on mere 
probability. 

The Debts due on- Loan Office Certificates as far as i 
returns are made to the Board of Treasury to the 16A 
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Instant, unount to sixty millions five hundred and fifty- 
ei^t thousand four hundred and forty four Dollars; 
equal according to the Table of Deptedation and com- 
puted on the 15<* day of eveiy month, to eleven million 
three hundred and ninety one thousand fire hundred and 
forty-four specie dollara. 

XMnwMKf ick Q^ j]jJ3 gyjn Interest is drawn by Bills of Exchange on 
France for seven milhona three hundred and thirty-one 
thouaaod three himdred and ax dollars; tha>t Interest 

««»A' annually amounting to four hundred and thirty-eight 
thousand seven hundred and ninety three dollars and 
three seventyeths.* 

The Interaet of the remaining four millions seventy 
oght thousand two hundred and seventy eight dollars is 
unfunded and improvided for, and that Interest amoimts 

MMMM annually to two hundred and forty four thousand six 
hundred and ^hty three dollars. 

The Debt contracted in Europe can only and but very 
imperfectly be estimated from the Bills of Exchange 
drawn on our Ministers, at foreign Courts. 

BSTDUTB or DEBTS OONTEAOTBD IN ETJBOPH 

Bills of Exchange on France 
for payment of Interest bor- 
rowed previous to 1ft Uarch 
1778 amount in Specie dol- 
lars to 933, 16fi 

For other purposes to ... 1, 103, 648 

2,006,813 

KitiDiMM'ia Bills on Spain 518, S02 

Bills on Holland 543, 428 

Total amount in Spede dolt ... 3, 128, 743 

Your Committee have it not in their power to state 

wiUi any certainty the advances which have been made 

to your Ministers at the Court of France. "Hiey are 

indebted to the Honorable Mf Xjovell who is possessed 

' The figurea in the m>rg;in were wrfttcn by Thomeon, in conection, ftppuently, 

of Uw Hiunuita giTan in the repart. 
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of the foreign papers for extracts from "D'- Franklin's 
Letters from which they collect the following: 

Estimate of aids in money acknowledged by our &Gn- 
iater to be receiTed from the CJonrt of Franc©. 

An Aid of 2, 000, 000 gi^*'"*' *" 

a further aid of 3, 000, 000 

an additional aid of 3, 000, 000 

Besides these Sums D? Franklin mentions 1770.1117. 

in a letter of the 26'^ of May 1779 that 

hia most Christian Majesty had under 

his hand engaged his responsibility for 

3,000,000 Livres to be borrowed in 

Holland, of which this Minister had then 

received S0,000 Florins equal to 
But supposing the whole to hare been since 

received 3, 000, 000 



Total will amount to . Livres . 11, 000, 000 
Equal at 5 livres to a Dollar, to Specie 

Dollars 2,200,000 

and it would only exceed the amount of the biUs drawn 
on France by one hundred and thirty three thousand 
one hundred and ei^ty seven specie dollars. It is known 
however from Mess" Be Nieuville and Sons correspond- 
ence, — That Dr Franklin eventually paid the first bills 
drawn by Congress on Mr Laurens which those gentlemen 
took up for the honor of the United States. It is also 
known that he has purchased clothing and arms and 
supplied the other Commissiondrs and Ministers with 
money independant of hia own support. He must there- 
fore have received further aids than are to be discovered 
from extracts of the Letters to which we have referred. 

From the Report of the Committee on Dr Lee's account, 
it appears that he received from the Court of Spain thro' bmumni 
Mi James Cardoqui 75.000 Livres, equal to 15000 Specie 
Dollars; but on what condition is not stated either by ' 
Df Lee's memorandum or that Committees Report. 

Theife is no account of the supplies of Arms, Ammimi- 
tion and Cloathing procured in Europe on the credit of 
the United States. 
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Tb.er& may be materials for such an eetuuata among 
the commercial papers but thcr^ are represented to be in 
such disorder that your Committee thou^t it needless 
to make the attempt. 
jJkmi^ST Tii6 next article of publick debt arises from the Emis- 
sioDB of paper money. We can at present only State it 
upon the principles held out by the act of the IS* of 
March, and Buppoeing that it yfiR take effect. 

By the operation of this system the old emisaions of 
bills of credit amounting to two hundred Millions of 
Dollars vill be reduced to Ten Millions of Dollars equal 
to Specie bearing an Interest of »c five p^ cent, the prin- 
ciple and interest to be sunk by Taxes within Six years 
one sixth part of the whole annually. 
iJS *S5'^S Tb* P*y ^'^d BubaiBtance in arrear to the Army up to the 
""**" last day of December 1780 according to the Fay-Master's 

Return is estimated at one Million of specie dollars. 

The Loan officers have not made Returns of their 
several Iriterat aceowUs; but there is Uttle doubt that a 
year's interest is due to the holders of those Certificates, 
deducting four hundred and thirty eight thousand seven 
htmdred and ninety eight dollars Interest payable in 
France, there will remain unfunded, and to be paid by 
the United States, two hundred and forty four tho\uand 
six hundred and eighty three dollars. 

The Quarter Master and ComjoisBary's Departments 
open a large field for clidma against the United States, 
as well as for embarrasments in collecting the taxes. 
The Committee have already noticed the estimate of 
Mt Pettit Assistant Quarter Master Oeneral. His 
materials as appears from his explanation and letter are 
, far from being perfect. 
BMtmat<iNi.2i g^ auuis Up the debts due from that departmenfr as 
follows : 
Ascertained for which certificates arb 

pven 20, 768, 850 

Debts by estimates not returned, as certi- 
fied 27,149,870 

Total debts supposed 47, 908, 720 

to be due in money of the old emissions. 
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It hu already been observed that there ia no Esti- 
mate from the Commissary General; but experience has 
shewn that Utterly his and the Quarter Master's depart- 
ments hare expended annually nearly an equal sum. 
For the satisfaction of Congress on this point, your Com- 
mittee refer to an account from the Treasury which shews Aammt ni : 
that from April 1778 to October 1779 the diSerence in the 
expenditures of these Departments was inconsiderable. 

IMknof 

We therefore Tenture on the credit of Mf 
Pettit's Estimate to state thedebts of these 
departments at 47,908,720 dollars of the 
old emissions, each, and th^ will amount 
to 96,817,440 

From this sum is to be deducted the bal- 
ance due from the states on their monthly 
tax of 15,000,000 dollars to February 1780 
inclusiTe, these taxes being generfUly re- 
ceived in Quarter Masters and Commis- 
sariee' Certificates. North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Georgia are not com- zMmuia 

prehended, because the debts due to them nIh b^ 

in those departments are not included in 
Mt Pettit's Estimate. 

Deduct therefore 31,861,284 

Remains due in the Conimissary and Quar- 
ts Master's Depart! 63, 966, 166 

If this balance is to be computed at 75 for one it will 

be addition to the public debt in Specie dollars of, equal 

in Specie DolL', 852,822. iam. 

Upon these prindplee and materials the debt from the 

United States is thus estimated in Specie value. 

General Estimate of the Debts due from 

the United States. 

On Loan office certificates 11, 391, 664 ii^,iM, 

On bills of exchange drawn on your several 

ministers in Eiuope 3, 128, 743 
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IMka. 

On bills of credit to be issued on the security 
of the United St&tes agreeably to the 
Besolution of the 18t>> of Maroh 1780 
which cancels the debt of 200,000,000 
emitted in Continental Dollars .... 10, 000, 000 

For pay and subuatence in arrear to the 
Army on the last of Decemebr 1780 . . 1, 000, 000 

For one years Interest on the Loan office 
Certificates to be pud in the United States 244, 683 

From the ComnuBBary General's and 
Quartennaster General's department in- 
clusive of the Certificates toberecMTed for 
Taxes required before the 1^ March 1780 852, 822 



Total 26,617,812 

ezotudre of the articles which for the reasons before 
mentioned cannot be at present estimated. 

Your Committee b^ leave to observe that of the 
artidea which compose the public debt immediate pro- 
vifflon ought in their opinion to be made for the following. 
Till — 

The pay and arrears due to the Army . . 1, 000, 000 
The years Interest due on the Loan Office 

Certificates payable in the United States 244, 685 

The Debt remaining due beyond the taxes 

to the 1^ March 1780 in the Commisaaiy 

and Quarter Master's Departments . . 852, 822 



Total 2,097,507 

Congiees have called upon the States for an 
■id to dischai^e as part of the arrears of 
pay and subastence to the Army of . . 879, 342 

If that Bequintion is conceived effectual, 
there remuns to be provided for . . . I, 218, 165 
Bemdes this, funds are to be provided to pay the In- 
terest incurred on the Loans already effected; and which 
win become necessary to support the War. 
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Your Committee take it for granted that the Interest of 
the ten miUiona of dollars in bills of Credit ciiculated upon 
the plan of the 18^ of March is to be considered as funded 
by tiie respective states according to their Quotas. 

Whether Doctor Franklin has obtained an aid from 
the Court of France to enable him to pay such part of 
the Inteieet of Loan Office Certificates as is drawn for 
upon him during the war or for any particular period; 
or whether he depends on the success of his solicitations 
as it becomes due, has not, as we find, been expluned. 

Under these circumstances it would be for the credit 
and honor of the United States if a permanent and pro- 
ductive fund could be provided and appropriated for the 
payment of the Interest of all the Loan office debt: as 
wdl as the Interest accruing from the Bills of E!zdiange 
drawn upon our Ministers in Europe. 

That a fund must be assigned as a security for the 
Interest of the money hereafter to be borrowed to support 
the war and is not to be doubted: what sum will be 
necessary cannot be pointed out on any precise estimate: 
because your Committee are not possrased of any means 
by which the wealth or reeourcee of the respective states, 
and their abiUty to contribute to the public expenditures 
by annual taxes, can be ascertained. But if we may 
judge from the difficulties and disappointments hitherto 
experienced in raiung the supplies a further Loan of ten 
miiliona of Specie Dollars in addition to the five millions 
lately requested from the Court of France for the service 
of the ensuing campaign, will be necessary to reestablish 
pubho credit ; and to prosecute the war with success. 

In this view the funds to be provided and appropriated 
to discharge an Interest of six per cent, on tiie several 
loans before mentioned, oug^t to produce as follows: 

If Estimate of Interest to be funded — 
For the Interest of the Loan Office Cer- 
tificates amounting to 11,391,564 

DoUars 683,493.VW 

For the Interest of Bills of Exchange 

drawn on our Ministers in Europe 

amounting to 3,128,743 DoUars . . 187, 724. VW 
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For the Interest of 5,000,000 Specie Dol- 
lars lately requested from the Court of 
France for the service of the next cam- 
paign 300,000 

For the Interest of a further sum of 
10,000,000 of dollars now proposed to 
be borrowed 600, 000 

Total 1,771, 218. M 

If the duty of S per cent on importaUons 
required from the states by the late act 
of Congress should be appropriated as 
an Interest fund, which will render it 
most adTantageous — ^it is supposed 
that it may produce during the war . 533, 333 } 

Bemains an mifunded Interest of . 1,237,885 i^ 
^e produce of the above duty is thus Estimated: 
Imports into the United States before the war were 
usually estimated at 4,000,000 Dollais. 
Supposed to be reduced to .... 1, 200, 000 
Advance value on importation ... 1, 500, 000 

2, 700, 000 Ster* 

Duty at 6 p. Cent, 135,000 Sterl*: 
In PennT Cunfr 200,000, equal as above to 533,333} 
Specie Dollars. 

But if it should appear to Congreas as indeed it does 
to their Committee, that the states under our present 
embarrassed circumatances, will not be able to assign 
efficient and permanent funds for so lai^e a sum as 
l^ fl OOjOOO Specie Dollars annually in addition to the im- 
post upon Trade, 

llien your Committee submit the following proposi- 
tion — 

To leave the Interest accruing on that part of the 
Loan office dtbt for which the creditors are entitled to 
bills of Exchange, for the present v,nf^mded, trusting that 
the Court of France will continue to make provision for 
it as heretofore on the general credit of the United States. 

On the same ground to leave unfunded for the present 
the Interest onaUthe Loans borrowed and negotiating at 
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the Conrt of France and in Spain; but to make proriaion 

for the Interest of the Bills drawn on ^lland, for this at 

least appears to be neoflssary. 
In this view the following estimate is submitted: 
2*^ Estamate of Interest to be funded: 

Annual Interest of such part of the Loan 
office debt, as is pajable in the United 
States 244,683 

The like of the Bills drawn on your Sfinis- 
ter in Holland 32,605i<W 

Tlie like of 10,000,000 of Dollars proposed 
to be borrowed in addition to the aid of 
6,000,000 requested horn the Court of 
France for the service of the next cam- 
paign 600,000 

Total 877,288^ 

Deduct the Supposed produce of the Duty 
on Imports 633, 333^ 



8 unfunded 343, 955 

As new arrangements are taking place in the four great 
executive Civil Departmmts it Serans not to be essential 
to state the expence of the Civil list. Tour Committee 
however Submit an estimate for the year 1780 marked 
N". 26, amounting to sixty nine thousand nine hundred 
Specie dollais. 

Your Committee having thus stated tha public debt of 
the United States and the funds necessary to secure the 
Interest of the Loans proceed upon the materials and 
information of which they are possessed to estimate the 
probable evpendiivira and the ways and means for the 
current year from the first day of January. 

Estimate of the Expences of the War for the year 1781 : 
Provisions and Forage reduced on an esti- Bpntanotkn. RitimtuN*.*. 

mate approved of by Congress to . . . 6, 000, OOO 
Quarter Master's Department computed on 
the ezpetience that the expence of this 
branch and the Commissaiy's have uni- 
formly been nearly equal 5, 000, 000 xrttmitaN^ai. 
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Fay and subsistence of the Aimj voted by 
toi^^iShuiT^ Congrees, on accurate estimates ... 6, 114, 897 

Levy money for recruiting up to the new 
arrangement; aupposed 20,000 men at 
100 Specie dollars, each 2, 000, 000 

Eztraa may be moderately stated at . . 1, 885, 103 

Total 20,000,000 

It ought to be observed that the price of provisions is 
r^ulated by the act of Congress in February far beyond 
what they mi^t be purchased for specie. This mode of 
calculation also capitally affects the article stated for 
the expence of the Quarter Master's Department. 

In this estimate arms, ammunition, ordnance, military 
stona and cloathing are not included; as we depend on 
importing the chief of these articles from France: And 
your Committee have no materials to justify even a con- 
jecture of tiie expence of the military preparations which 
may be made undw the direction of the Board of War 
or at the several Laboratories &c: Nor for the reason 
last assigned are they able to state the expence of the 
Marine Department's maintenance of prisoners Stc: &c: 
They proceed therefore to exhibit the 

Ways and Mean for the year 1781. 
The specific supplies of provisions required from the 
5;^y^^ii States, amounts, on the very large prices dUovxd &i/ the 
■rfNov.ijB). ^ ^^ Congress of the [«5»»] Fdnf, 1780 to 4,357,012. 
A specie tax intended for forage ia also re- 
quired from the States of 1, 642, 988 

Total required by the States by the act of 

4*Nov. . . . Bp«rt.Doiii. . - . 6,000,000 

The States are also to furnish the cotmtys 
money for recruiting the Army esti- 
mated at 2,000,000 

The plan of the 18*^ of March is to produce 

to the publick Treasury 4,000,000 

The Loan from France requested by the 
Act of the 6, 000, 000 

Total 17,000,000 
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If all tphese Meana should be productive to 
their full extent thM« will he a deficiency 
of 3,000,000 

on the expence of the land forces ezcluare 
of aU other conUngoacies. 

But it ia to be observed that of the four 
millions vhidi are to arise from the plan 
of the IS*** of March there is already an- 
ticipated by warrant drawn by Congrees 
on several of the Loan offices .... 355, 473 

South Carolina being in the hands of the 
enemy it is obvious that het Quota must 
be altogether deficient. Her Quota of 
the old Emission is 16,600,000 Dollars: 
of the new, 780,000 of which herd/10"'is 
468,000, and the 4/10*^ of Congrass is . 312,000 

If North Carolina should fail — and there 
is too much reason to expect it ftota the 
change of our Southern affairs and the 
operations of the war in that quarter — 
her Quota of the old Emission ia 
13,000,000; of the new, 650,000, of which 
her e/IO** is 390,000, and the 4/10* sub- 
ject to the ordera of Congress amounts 
to 260,000 

If New York should also fail, aa is to be ap- 
prehended from her late liCafortunes and 
iha Bepreaentationa of that Government 
her Quota of the old money is 9,750,000; 
of the new 487,500 Here/lO**-, 292,600; 
\ha 4/10*^ subject to the approbation of 
Congresa 196,000 

If the requisition of the 15'^ of January 
1781, for an immediate aupply to pay the 
arreara due to the army and required in 
Specie or billa of the new emissions waa 
not an additional tax but a part of the 
supply called for by the act of the 4*^ of 
November there will be a further defi- 
ciency of 879, 342 
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Total Deficieiu^ on this calculation of the 
4,000,000 intended for the Serrice of the 
Current year 2,001,815 

and hence it appeals that no more can be 
depended upon from that Bystem. than 
1,998,185. 

If then we add the deficiencj abore stated of 3, 000, 000 
on the Ways and Means. 



5, 001, 815 

Hence it is manifest that further ways and means are 
to bo devised for the Service of the Current year. 

Your Committee for the information of Congress lay 
b^ore them, 
'■ An estimate containing an account of the monies which 
the States have been called upon to levy and pay into the 
pubhc Treasury for the Support of the War from the 22$ 
November 1777; and your Committee are of opinion that 
the Board of Treasury ought to be directed to procure 
official returns from the States specifying how far the said 
sereral requisitions have bemi complied with that Con- 
gress may be enabled to form a judgment what addi- 
tional aids may be required from them with a prospect 
of their being produced. 

Your Committee b^ leave to subjoin — 
N^ 3T.1B. lad A. general estimate of the expenditures of the United 
States for the years 1776, 1777, 1778 and 1779. 

And a State of the Armies of the United States includ- 
ing the Militia from New Hampshire to North Carolina, 
employed in those years; taken from the returns at the 
season of each year when the anniee and militia consisted 
of the greatest numbers. 

An account of the 4/lOV of the new emissions lodged 
in the different loan of5cee, and lastly — 

An estimate shewing the effect of exchanging the 
money of the old for the ruiw which is to be emitted on the 
act of the IS"* of March at 75 instead of 40 for one as 
lately directed by a law of the State of Pennsylvania. 
Ja? Ddane, Ch'.' 
'ThiinpiMt, in the writing of James Duane, lain the P(ip<riq/tft« Conltnmfal Con- 
(Tvw, No. 34, lolio 19. The papers accompauymg it follow in the Mine volume. 
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Ordered^ That the r^mrt of the latter be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

TsBAauBT Offiob Feh'! IS^ 1781 

The Board of Treamiiy have considered the letter of E. Cornell 
Esq. read in Congress and referred to them the 12 instant. Where- 
upon the Board beg leave to report. 

That warrants are ah^ady drawn upon M' Smith Conunissioner 
of the Continental Loan Office for the State of [Pennsylvania to a 
greater amomit, both in the old and new emissions than he has money 
to discharge. 

The Board further report, 

That on the application of James Wilkinson B^. Clothier Qen' of 
the 8? inst approved by the Board of War, a warrant issue in his 
favor on Thomas Smith Esq Comm^ of the Continental Loan Office 
for the State of Fennsylrania for four thousand dollars of the new 
raoissions, to enable him to disdiaige in part the arrearages due the 
Officers in the Clothing Department: and for which sum the aforesaid 
James Wilkinson Clothier General is to be accountable. 

The Board further report, 

That thoy bftvo - eoD fl iderod t h&mwnoririof John - Boas, wmd in Con 
"* inat a nt ft Dd - rcfein H sd to them whoroupon they b eg le a ve 
te-e b ae rve, 6b a t - 6boy do - not - fai e w - aDy - w a y of - making 
ttoMr. Bo aS ) - oieoptby bill s of egebango o& ^ ufope) -t hepp e- 
prioty of which ' ie a g a in S Hbmi tte d to CoDgF esBr' 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
mis»oner of the continental loan office for the State of Fen- 
sylvania, in favor of Ezekiel Cornell, for five himdred and 
fifty-seven dollars, and twenty-seven ninetieths of a dollar, 
in bills emitted pmsuant to ihe act of IS March, in lieu of 
the warrant drawn in his favor for the like sum on the treas- 
urer, 27 December, which is to be cancelled. 

On motion of the delegates of Vii^inia; 

Ordered, That the quartermaster general be and hereby ia 
directed to transport to Fort Pitt four tons of powder, to be 
deUvered to the order of the State of Virginia, and for which 

> Tiaa report is in the Paper* oftht ContmaUal Congrtii, No. 136, V, folio 111. 
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the said State is to be accountable; that the expence of such 
transportation be chained to the said State, and that a waiv 
rant be issued by the Board of Treasury, in favour of the said 
quartermaster general, on the treasury of Vii^nia, for 
twelve hundred dollars, in bills emitted pursuant to the 
resolution of 18 March last, for which the sdd State is to be 
credited.* 

Sundry letters from the hon^ B. Franklin were read, 
xmder the following dates : March 4, May 31, June 1, August 
9, December 2 and 3-, with simdry papers enclosed:" 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the difference 
between Captain J. P. Jones and Captain Landais, and also 
to the detention of the cloathiog, be referred to the Board of 
Admiralty. 

That lie lettere of December 2 and 3* be referred to a 
committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 
Mr. [Thomas] Burke." 

A mmiber of letters from the hon*"" J. Adams were reef, 
under the following dates: March 3, April 6, 7, 8, 10, 11, 14, 

' This order was alao entered in the nuuiuscript Secret (Domeetic) Joum&I. 

' The lettOT of UArch 4, 1780, is printed in Uie DipUtmatic Conttpondmee of tA« 
Jmcneon Resolution (Wharton), III, fi34; that of Uay 31, page 742; June I, pi«;e 751; 
August 9, IV, 21; December 2, piige 177; December 3, page 179. 

* In Joeeph Jones's vHting, undated, are some notes iot the repcxt of this committee 
SB follows, the bagsunt being in th^Papetof&e Conimmttd Congren, No. 31, folio 825: 

The Committee to whom were referred the letters of the Hon<»«ble Benj! FkankHn 
of the 2^ and 3* of Deconher last— 

EepOTt— 

That the Ct^nmittee concuning in opinitm that IK Franklin's contiact with the 
Minister of the Finances in Fiance, on the part td these United States for furnishing 
to the King's lAnd and Naval forces in America provisions to the amount ol 400,000 
dollars value, at G livree toumois per dollar, to be furnished at the current prices for 
which they might be bought in silver specie ought fully and speedily to be complied 
with, thought it necessary to e on s ult inform the Hon^'* M! Holker Consul General of 
I^ance of the Contiact and to consult him with respect to the kind of provisions 
wanting tor the King's forces in America, the lime whrai and place where they would 
be most convenient, to which application of your Committee Mr EoUcer returned the 
following answw. 
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15, 17, 18, 19, 23, 24, 25, 26, 28, 29, May 2, 3, June 1, July 6, 
7, 14, 15, 19, 22 and 23/ 

A letter, of 9, from the governor of Vir^nia, was read. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomaa] Bee, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 

That Captain John P. Jones, lately arrived from France, 
be directed to attend Congress on Monday next, to lay 
before them eveiy information in his power, relative to the 
detention of the cloathing and arms belon^ng to these 
United States, in Franoe: and that the doors of Congress 
be open during such examination: 

After debate, a motion was made by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 
seconded by Mr. [William] Sharpe, 

That the farther consideration tliereof be postponed, on 
which, the yeas and nays bdng required by Mr. [Thomas] Bee : 
Neva Ham'pBhire, New Jersey, 

Mr. SuUivan, 
Masaaelivadit, 

Mr. Adams, 

LoveU, 

Ward, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Vamum, 
Connedieiji, 

Mr - Huntington, 
Root, 
Wolcott, 
Nea YorJc, 

Mr. Duane, 
Floyd, 
McDougttll, 

' These lettera are printed in the ZXpIamatw Conapondenet of tilt Ameriean Rno- 
Jutwn (Wharton) aelollowi: HarchS, Vol.III,page528; April 7, III, 509; Aprils, HI, 
602; April 10, III, 604 and 606; A^nil 11, III, 610; April 14, III, 612; April IS, III, 
615; April 17, III, 618; April 16, III, 620; April 24, III, 626; April 26, III, S29; 
April 26, III, 632; April 28, III, 635; April 29, III, 640; May 2, III, 644; Uay 3, 
III, 648; June 1, III, 747; July 6, lU, 8^4; July 7, 111, 837; July 14, III, 857; July 
15, in, 850; July 19, UI, 869; July 22, lU, 873; July 23, UI, 877. 
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Mr. Bnmett; 


ay 
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Peimsylvaiaa, 
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Mr. Montgomeiy, 


no 




«y 

ay 


«y 


AtlM, 

Clymer, 
Smith, 


no 
no 
no 


no 


no 


no 


DOawart, 








Mr. McEejin, 


no } DO 


ay 




Marylaml, 




«y 


•y 


Mr. CaiToU, 


no)x 


«y 




Vvginia, 








Mr. Jones, 


'ylav 


no 




Madison, 


ay) '3' 


«y 


»y 






»y 
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Nartli CaraHna, 
Mr. Burke, 
ShMpe, 

Sovik Carolina, 


•y 

ay 
ay 


«y 


Qt&rgia, 
Mr. Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 


Mr. MutheiiB, 


no 






Bee, 


no 


no 




Motto, 


no 







So it passed in the affiimstive. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

TUBSDAY, FEBRUARY ao> 1781 

Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, a delegate for Vu^jinia, attended 
and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 2, from the governor of North Carolina,' and 
A letter, of 12, from the governor of Vii^nia, were read." 
Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to confer witii Colonel Harrison, whereupon, 

The Conmiittee appointed to confer vith Col. Harrison, b^ leave 
to report that it appears to them absolutely necesaaiy for the pro- 
tection of the Southern States that ten thousand regular troops be 
employed in ihe Southern Department. 

That to complete this number all ihe troops from Pensylvania to 
Georgia inclurave should compose the Southern army. 

That for their subedatance all the provisions required from the 
States Southward of Pensylvania by the Act of Congress of the i"* 
of November last will be necessary. 

That for supply of that army, the following articles, exclusive 
those already provided are requisite, viz. 
. 10000 suits of clothes complete. 
860 tents. 
6000 musquets with bayonets and cartridge boxes. 
8000 knapsacks. 

I Tbii letUf is in the Paptrt of the Continental Congreu, No. 72, lolio 119. 

1 Thu letter is m the Paptn of tA« Contincnfoi CongrtM, Ho. 71, II, folio SI. A 
letter, of 8, from th« govemv of Virguia wu &lao iwd, u the indonement sbtnre; 
H is on folio 27. 
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6000 haTctraacks. 
8000 canteens. 

700 camp ketUee. 
8000 blankets. 

10 tona of musquet powder. 
5 tons of cannon do. 
20 tons of lead. 

That 400 waggons ought to be procured and employed in the 
Southern Department for transporting provisions to the Southern 
army. 

That the Board of War should be directed to furnish the necessary 
ammunition and equipments for the cavalry and artillery not com- 
prised in the above estimate. 

That your Committee therefore submit the following resolutions, 
viz. 

Resolved, That the southern army be composed of all the 
r^ular troops, from Pensylvania to Georgia, inclusive, 
except Moylan's dragoons, and those on command on the 
western frontiers; and that the Commander in Chief be, and 
hereby is directed to order the troops of the Pensylvania line, 
except as above, to join the army in Virginia, by detach- 
ments, as they may be in readiness to march: 

That tiie deputy quartermaster in Pensylvania be, and be 
is hereby directed to put the wagons belon^ng to the Pen- 
sylvania line, in order for service immediately: 

That the several states southward of Pensylvania be, and 
hereby are required to furnish their respective quotas of 
supplies to the southern army, timely and regularly: 

Tliat the states aforesaid, and the State of Pensylvania be, 
and hereby are required to complete their respective quotas 
of troops, and forward them to join the southern army 
without loss of time. 

Resolved, That foiu* himdred waggons be procm^ and 
furnished for the southern army. 

Resolved, That the Board of War be, and hereby are 
directed to furnish the southern army with ten thousand 
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suits of cloathes, complete: eight hundred and sixty tents, 
five thousand musquets, with bayonets and cartouch boxes; 
eight thousand knapsacks, six thousand haversacks, eight 
thousand canteens, seven hundred camp kettles, eight 
thousand blankets, ten tons of musquet powder, five tons of 
cannon powder, and twenty tons of lead. 

That the Board of War furnish the artillery and cavalry 
with the necessary ammunition and equipments not com- 
prised in the foregoing resolutions: and that they employ a 
sufficient number of artificers to repmr the arms in the 
magazines of Virginia and other places. 

Resolved, That for purchasing the foregoii^ articles the 
Board of War be, and hereby are authorised and directed to 
contract for payment in specie, or other money equivalent, 
payable in six months with interest; [and that bills of ex- 
change, on the minister of these United States at the Court 
of Versaillra, be prepared immediately, and deposited with 
the Board of War, to be by them delivered to the persons so 
contractii^, to the amount of such contract, at the expira- 
tion of the said term, unless they shall have monies at that 
time to fulfil the said contracts.] 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
executives of the states of Delaware, Maiyland, Virpnia and 
North Carolina, to agree upon and settle an arrangement for 
supplying the southern army with provisions from the states 
most contiguous, and for replacing the aame with provisions 
from those that are more remote ; and to establish such mode 
of transportation as will be most convenient and least expen- 
sive to the whole. 

^^^ Re a ch e d \ tiIi ft t ' t i ho ' ConTODtion ' THKipa - now - otmt eae44B 

Vir g inia bo rwnoved to ' 
1 ThiH Kpatt, in the writing of John SulUvan, ia in the Papen (/ the Contintnlal 
CongrtMt, No. 21, folio 255. The port in brackets wu added in Congreas. 
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Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to 
draught a letter to the Commander in Chief, informiog him 
of the arrival of the enemy's reinforcement in North Caro- 
lina, and requesting him to confer with the naval and land 
commanders of his Most Christian Majesty's forces at Rhode 
Island, and if it shall appear that the loss sustained by the 
British navy in the late storm has rendered the French naval 
force superior, that he ui^e the necessity of sending the 
French forces to the southward.' 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDaa&SL, Mr. [James] 
Madison, [Mr. Thomas] Burke. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of William Ramsay, one 
of the cle^ in the Chambers of Accounts, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for six thousand 
dollars of the old emissions, on accoimt of his salary, and for 
which he is to be accoimtable.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on a memorial of E. Forman; Whereupon, 

The Ck>inmittee to whom was referred the letter of Ezekiel Forman, 
of Dec. 18 1780, report- 
That tiiey have had the same under consideration, and that it 
appears to them that M^ Forman did in the month of September 1779 
lend to M^ Wederstrandt assistant Conunissaiy of Furchasea for the 
State of Maryland a certain quantity of flour, upon a special 
promise that a like quantity should be returned him within a few 
months from that time. 

That the said promise not having been compUed with on the part 
of M- Wederstrandt, it became necessary to consider the loan as a 
purchase, and accordingly Mr Fonnan sometime in October last 
received a partial payment at the Treasury, — 

■ This otdw was also entered in the maanscript Secret (Domefltic) Jounud. 

* This rapwt is in the Popov <^ Iht ConHntntai Cmgnu, No. 36, V, lolio 103. 
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That upon an equitable settlement a balance of eleven hundred and 
thirty four specie dollars remains due to Mt Fonnan from the United 
States on account of the said flour ; they thfffefore propose the follow- 
ing order to the Treasury Board. 

Ordered, yhat the Board of Treaauiy paas to the credit of 
Ezekiel Fonnan eleven hundred and thirty-four specie dol- 
lars, balance due to him on account of a quantity of flour, 
delivered to Mr. Weda^trandt, assistant commissary of pur- 
chases in the State of Maryland for the use of the United 
States, the said sum to bear an interest of six per cent, until 
pwd.' 

Congress proceeded to the election of a superintendaat of 
Finance, and, the ballots being taken, 

Robert Morris, Esquire, was unanimously elected, having 
been previously nominated by Mr. [William] Floyd. 

The committee appointed to draught a letter to the Com- 
mander in Chief reported the same, which was agreed to. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY »i, 1781 

A letter, of 4th, and 

One, of 7, from the hon"^ J. Laurens, was read.* 

A letter, of 31 January, from Major General Greene, was 
read, enclosing a letter, of 25 January, from Lieutenant 
Colonel H. Lee : ' 

Ordered, That the letter from Colonel Lee be referred to 
the Committee of Intelligence. 

Letter, of 19, from Baron d' Arendt, was read:* 

■ This report, in the writiiig of Qeoige Clymer, is in the Paper* oj the Conttnental 
Cangreu, No. 19, II, folio 303. 

■ The letter of the 4tb ii in the Paptrt of Hit CorOmenua Conffrt**, No. 165, folio 41 : 
that of the 7th is on folio 49 . The/ are printed in the DipUmatie Corrttpondattt of 
the Ameriean RevolvHan, (Wharton), IV, that of the 4th on page 249, and that ot the 
7Ui on page 262. 

• Thii lett«r k in the Paptri of the Continental Congrtee, No. 15S, I, folio 649. 
*Thi»1ettwia in the Paper* q^lA« ConHnentdl Congrat, No. 7B, VII, folio 369. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Jfr. Thomas] 
Smith, Mr. [George] Walton. 

A report from Uie Board of War, on the memorial of 
Captain Bentalon, was read; 

At a Boabd op War F^l 19^1781. 

Preecmt Mr Peters 

Oen* Cornell 

The Board having considered the reference with which they were 
honored, on the memorial of Captain Bentalon beg leave to report. 

That he was appointed Captain in Count Pulaski's legion and at 
the attack of Charlestown was wounded and obtained an unlimited 
furlough from Genl Lincoln to go to Europe for his recovery, from 
which it appears that General Lincoln considered Captain Bentalon 
as on officer in the Army of the United States. So far as respects 
his demands for the loss of horses does not seem properly auth«i- 
ticated; as to the payment of his expences to and from Europe when 
on furlough, appears to the Board unprecedented and altogether 
inadmissible. 

Should Congress be of the same opinion it may be proper to resolve, 

That Captain Bentalon be considered as retiring under the resolu- 
tion of the 3^ and 21*! of October 1780, and entitled to the emolu- 
ments arising therefrom. 

That the Board of War draw s Warrant in favor of Captain Ben- 
talon on the Pay Master General for three months pay on account.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the forgoing committee. 

A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of 
Major General A. St. Clair, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boakd op Wab Feby 40* 1781 

Present Mr Peters Gen! Ward Gen' Cornell 

The Board having taken into consideration the memorial of Major 
General Si Clair referred to them from Congress, 

Beg leave to report. 

That the Gen^^l is under the necessity, of visiting the several 
Cantonments of the Fensylvania Hne, but cannot proceed upon that 
duty until he is furnished with a supply of money, for his travelling 
expences. 

■ Thia lepwt is In the Papen o/lh» ConUintTiteil Congreit, No. W, VI, folio U8, 
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The Board are sensible of the necessity of supplying him with 
money and at the same time foresee the dangerous precedent which 
will be established by making the advance, as every other officer of 
that line, wiU claim with equal justice the like advantages. 

Should Congrees however be of opinion, that the General's presence 
is absolutely necessary at the aforementioned Cantonments^ in that 
case, it may be propw to resolve. 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymsBter general, in favour of Major General St. Oair, for 
three months' pay, equal to foiu* hundred and eighty dollars 
of the new emissions, for which sum he is to be accoimtable.' 

Another report from the Board of War, on the memorial 
of Captain O'Neil, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd op Was. Feb" 19^ 1781 

Present Mr Peters 

Gen' Cornell 

The Board having token into consideration the reference they have 
been honored with on Captain O'Neils memorial beg leave to report. 

That it does not appear by any resolution of Congress that Captain 
O'Neil ever had any other Continental appointment than that of 
Captain in Count Pulaski's legion. That on the 29^^ of December 
1779 Congress, by a resolve authorized General Lincoln to reduce 
the legion, which he undertook and compleated in Decembra* 1779 (to 
which time Captain O'Neil was paid) by ordering the Cavalry to join 
tiie late Col Bland's regl and the Infantiy the m South Carolina 
r^. Congress on the 23'^ day of Febr 1780, Resolved that Col 
Armand should take the Command of the l^on; neither of the 
resolutions make any provimon for the Officers. But from many 
drcumstances it appears that Captain O'Ndl conmdered himself a 
supernumerary, among which his accepting the appointment of 
Colonel from Gtov^ Nash of the State of North Carolina is not the 
least, and it appears by information the Board have received that 
ten days before the attack on Savannah Captain O'Neil left the 
legion, having no Command ther^, and went to Augusta, never 
having acted since in tiie l^on or any other Continental Corps. 

■ Thia report is in ^t Paptniff Ih* CvrUmmUd Congrtu, No. 147, VI, Iblio 185. 
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Should Congress be of that opinion it may be proper to Resolve 

That Captain O'Neil be .considered as retiring from service under 
the Resolution of Congress of the 24^ day of Nov^ 1778 and be 
entitled to one years extra pay. 

That the Treasury Board be directed to report a Warrant in favor 
of Captain O'Neil for ninety seven dollars and one third in bills of the 
new enunissions, in fuU of all demands on the United States. 

The reason of the Boards fixing on the above sum is that it is the 
value according to the scale of depreciation^ of the sum received by 
Officers of the like rank at the time of their retiring as Supernumer- 
aries.' 

Resolved, That Captain O'Neil be considered as retiring 
from service under the resolution of Congress of the 24 day 
of November, 1778, and be entitled to one year's pay in 
bills emitted pursuant to the resolution of IS March, 1780. 

A report of the Board of War, on the memorial of Colonel 
Elbert, was read; Whereupon, 

At a Boaed of Wah Feb'; ZO^ 1781 

Present Mi Peters 

Gen! Cornell 

The Board having considered the reference, with which they have 
been honored, on the memorial of Col Elbert, 

Beg leave to observe, that the Colonel is now confined by a dis- 
agreeable disorder, and destitute of cash, and that he hath lent a 
considerable sum to the Continent, which he is willing should still 
remain, provided he can receive his pay. 

In consideration of the foregoing facts, it may be proper for Con- 
gress to resolve, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favour of Colonel S. Elbert, for three 
months' pay and subsistance equal to three hundred dollars 
in the bills of the new emissions on account.' 

A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of 
Preserved Clap, was read; Whereupon, 

* This report ia in tlte Paptn o/&e ConZiiMntnZ Congrat, Ho. 147, VI, folio 181. 

* This i^mrt ia in th« Papen of the Contmmtai Cm^rtu, No. 147, VI, folio 125. 
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At a Boabd of War Fehraary £0^ 1781 

Present W Petere 

Qen> Cornell 

The Board haTing considered the reference with which thej were 
honored on the memorial of Preaerred Clap, beg leave to obeerre, 

That it appears from his memorial and General Knox's letter that 
he hath been witii the Armj as a volunteer for eighteen months 
wiUiout pay or any emolument. That it farther appears by Greneral 
Lincolna and Knox's letters that M' Clap was sole inventor of stocking 
the Cannon that were supposed to be rendered useless by Uie enemy 
at Boston, and in the vicinity, in the spring of 1776; from which the 
Continent at laige received a real benefit; for which he received no 
emolument but barely day wages. From the forc^ing state of facts 
it may be proper for Congress to resolve, 

Resolved, That the supreme executive of the State of 
Massachusetts examine into the merit and services of Pre- 
served Clap, and order payment on the account of the United 
States, for such sum as t^ey think he may justly deserve; 
provided it shall not exceed one thousand dollars in bills of 
the new emissions: 

That Preserved Clap be informed, that Congress cannot 
employ him in public service, consistent with their arrange- 
ments.^ 

A letter, of this day, from E. Forman, was read: ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, to 
consider farther the reports on finance and other papers re- 
ferred to them, and after some time the President resumed 
the chair and Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the Com- 
mittee have considered farther the pap«« referred to them, 
but not having come to a conclusion desire leave to sit 
again: 

I This repot is in the Paper* of ^ CotUincntoJ Cernqrat, No. 147, VI, folio 173. 
'This letter i> in the Popcrxy^tbOmltiwntalQnvnM, No. 7S, IX, folio 435. 
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Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be resolved into a 
Committee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports on 
Finance. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2a, 1781 

Mr. [John] Hanson, a delegate for Maryland, attended and 
took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of May 30, 1780, from Mr. de Sartine, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Afr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. [Alexander] 
McDougall, Sfr. [John] Sullivan. 

A letter, of this day, irom Colonel B. Harrison, was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamimi, Mr. [Joseph] Jones. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mi*. [Samuel] Adams, 
Mr. [George] Walton. 

A memorial from 1^. Fouquet was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, from Captain de Sigoigne and Lieutenant de Fon- 
ti^eux, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from D. Witherspoon was read.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamima: 

1 niis letter ia in Uie Papri ofOit CmtinenUd Congrtu, No. 78, XII, folio 12S. 
'Ttaalat/ber iMin ±0 Paperi ^Oit Cmtineniol Cangnu, iSo.lil, VI, folio 177. 
■ This memraial is In the Papert o/the Conlinmtal Congrat, No. 41, III, folio 226. 
* "nie letter from de SigougnSand De fontevieux is in ihoPapen of the Continenltii 
Cangrttt, No. 78, XXI, fnlio 25; Witherapoon'B is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 179. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 

The delegates of Maryland having taken their seats in 
Congress with powers to sign the Articles of Confederation: 

Ordered, That Thursday next be assigned for compleating 
the Confederation; and that a committee of three be ap- 
pointed, to consider and report a mode for announcing the 
same to the pubUc; the members, [Mr. Geoige] Walton, Mr. 
[James] Madison, Mr. [John] Mathews.' 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the memorial of R. Peters and T. Pickering and W. 
Grayson; and, thereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred the memorials of Eichard 

Peters in behalf of himself and Timothy Pickering and Qra- 

son complaining of tlie reduction of their salaries as Commissioners 
of the Board of War, submit the following Report: 

Iliat in the opinion of your Committee the original salary allowed 
to the Commissioners of the Board of War, considering the high con- 
fidential authority and important duties of that office, is not unrea- 
sonable; they therefore offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the salaries of the respective commissioneni 
of the Board of War, be established agreeably to the resolu- 
tion of the 17th of October, 1777, the act of the 13 of Septem- 
ber last notwithstandii^; and that their several accounts 
for service since the first mentioned date, be adjusted ac- 
cordiogly.' 

A letter, of 19, from the Board of War, was read, enclraing 
a letter, of 22 January, from Colonel D. Broadhead:* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three. 

I This motioi vm kIm entered in the Paptrt <^ At Coniinmtai Congnu, Ho. 9. 
(History of the Gonfedentioii.) 

'This report, in tlid writingi of Jamea Diune, lain the Paptr* of Oit CotOintntal Con- 
gnu, No. 19, V, (oUo 135. 

■Tbl« letter ii in Qiei>o]Mnq/'tA« ContinmtatCongni;So.l4S,l, toUoSIS. 
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The members, Mr. [Jamee Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Joseph] 
Jones, iSi. It^omas] Smith. 

A letter, from Doctor B. Bmn^, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, iSi. fWiUiam] Burnett, Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith, and Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

A petition of Lieutenant Joseph Louis de Beaulieu was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Adjourned to 10 ©'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY, 23, 1781 

A letter, of 16 March, 1780, from the hon"* B. Franklin, 
inclosing a memorial of Captain Thomas Hutchins, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, tJir. [Artemas] 
Ward, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

A petition from sundry naval officers at New York;* and 

A petition of Fred: Sellick, were read: 

Ordered, That they be refrared to the Board of Admiralty. 

A petition of Nathan Jones, one of the clerks in the Board 
of War, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, and 
that the Board report the sums due to the officers of civil list. 

A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant Beaulieu, was read: • 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, 

A report from the Board of Treasxuy was read; Whereupon, 

■ This letter, dated Feteuaiy 20, 1781, ia in the Papen of Out Ccmixnental Congrttt, 
No. 78, IV, folio 8». 

* This petition, dated January 17, 1781, ia ia the Paper* of tlie OmUiKntal Cojtgrat, 
No. 42, 1, folio 2S6. 

*The Hutchins memorial is in the Paixn o/ fA« CimtimTUal Congnu, No. 41, IV, 
IbliolOS. 

* This petition, dated New York, Jeraqr Prison Ship, February 14, 1781, is in the 
Paper* o/tlu ContmeiUol Cmgrat, No. 42, VI, folio 260. 

■ This petition is in the Papm o/tA« Oontmn^ Ci»vr«M, No. 42, IV,foUo64. 

■ This letter is in the Papm qfUie Contirietaai Cmgnn, No. 78, IV, folio US. 



.y Google 



188 Journals cf Congress 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [John] MathewB, 
one of the del^atea for the State of South CMt>lina, a war- 
rant issue in his favour on Thomas ^ui^, commissioner of 
the continental loan oflBce for the State of Pensylvania, for 
twenty thousand dollars of the old emissions, for which sum 
the said State of South Carolina is to be accountable; ^ 

Tbeasukt Office «5? Febt 1781 

Upon the letter from Ezekiel Formon of the 2V* instant referred 
to the Board for information, 

The following facts are submitted. 

The aforesaid Ezekiel Forman came into Office by an appointment 
made in Congress the 9*^ day of November 1779, that five quarters 
salary became due the 9*^ of the present month amountii^ to 2312^ 
S'pede DoUare, that he has received !■* on the 24'!' June last 30,000 
dollars, on the 18^ November following, 30,000 dollars, on the 13^ 
January following 10,000 dollars. 

The Board on the referrence of the letter from W' Parker one of 
the commissioners of the Continental Loan Office for the State of 
South Carolina dated the 14^ instant b^ leave to report, 

That the request of M' Parker for the value of the horse he has 
purchased is improper to be comphed with in the manner proposed 
by him, but as it appears the sum he mentions is necessary for him 
to proceed in the execution of his pubhc chaise, we b^ leave to 
submit the following resolution 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, in favour of Willi^n Parker, one of the conunis- 
sioners of the loan office for the State of South Carolina, for 
ten thousand dollars of the old emissions, to enable him to 
execute his trust as commissioner aforesaid, and for which 
he is to be accountable; 

That on the application of Richard Philips, steward to 
the President of Congress, a warrant issue in his favour on 
Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for eight thousand 
dollars of the old emissions on account of his salary and for 
which he is to be accountable; ' 

1 Thia report is m the Papert of the Con/tncnCoI Omtreu, No. 136, V, folio 133. 
■ Thia report is in the Paper» of the Continental Congrtu, No. 136, V, folio 131. 
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That bills of exchange, of the following denominations, be 
forthwith struck, irnder the direction of the Board of Treas- 
1117, for the payment of interest to such holders of loan office 
certificates as may be entitled to receive it in such bills, viz. 

1000 sets of 12 dollars, at five livres toumois per dollar; 
1500 sets of 18 dollars, at do. ; 1000 sets of 24 dollars, at do. ; 
3000 sets of 30 dollars, at do. ; 3000 sets of 36 dollars, at do. ; 
500 sets of 60 dollars, at do.; 100 sets of 300 dollars, at do. 

That the said bills be drawn conformable to the resolutions 
of C!ongreeB of the 19* of May and 11 July, 1778. ' 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter of 19 
from Lieutenant Colonel Uriah Forrest, delivered in a report, 
which was read; Whereupon, 

Tour Committee having considered the letter from Lieu! Col. 
Forrest of the 17? of February, and finding by a resolution of the 
26? of August, that every officer who loses a limb in any engagement, 
or is otherwise disabled from getting a livelihood, is entitled to one 
half of his monthly pay (after his pay as ui officer ceases) during life 
and being of opinion, that the merits and Sufferings of Lieu! Col. 
Forrest, justly entitle him to all the emoluments of the resolutions of 
the 10? of April, and 21*? October last, submit the following resolu- 
tions, 

Resolved, That the resignation of Lieutenant Colonel 
Forrest, of the Maryland line, be accepted, and that he be 
entitled tt> all the emolument of the resolutions of 10th of 
April and the 21 of October last, except half pay: 

That the State of Maryland be, and hereby is, requested 
to advance to Lieutenant Colonel Forrest, on account of the 
United States, a sum equal to seven years half pay of a 
lieutenant colonel, in lieu of the half pay he would otherwise 
be entitled to dming his natiu-al life.' 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
frhomas] Bee delivered in a report. 

'This report is in the i>apcrto/tA« Cordmeniai Congrtu, No. 130, V, folio US. 
) TUa teport, in the writing of Daniel CairoU, is in the Pajun of Iht GmHiuntat 
Qmgrm, No. 19, II, toOa 309. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the proceedii^ of the convention at Hartford on 
which sundry amendments were moved. After debate, 

Ordered, That the report, with the amendments and 
motions made relative to the subject matter thereof, be 
re-committed. 

A letter, of 6, from the governor of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, was read.^ 

The committee appointed to report the mode for an- 
noimcing the final ratification of the Articles of ConfedCTa- 
tion delivered in a report. 

Adjoxmied to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY a*, 1781 

A memorial of John Patton and others, iron masters was 
read:" 

Ordered, That it, together with the reports of the Board 
of Treasury relative to the same, be referred to a committee 
of three. 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. [Samuel 
John] Atlee, Mr. [John] Sullivan. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan oflBce for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for five thousand dollars of the new emissions in 
favour of John Pierc^, paymaster general, to enable him to 
discharge sundry warrants from the Board of War which are 
or may be drawn on him by the particular direction of Con- 
gress, and for which sum of five thousand dollars of the new 
emissions the said John Pierce, paymaster genial, is to be 
accountable.' 

■ Thia letter ia in the Paptn of tlu Cominmtal Conf/reu, No. 64, folio 490. 

' This memorial ii in the Papert t^ the ContinenUd Congreu, No, 43, folio 21B. 

■ This report is in Uie Pajien qf the CmUiamtal Conjfrtti, No. 136, V, folio 135. 
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On motion of the Medical Committee: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of Doctor Thomas Bond, purveyor of the 
hospital, for forty thousand dollars of the old emissions, to 
be applied towards paying the oflBcers of the medical depart- 
ment in part of their salaries due since their appointment 
under the present arrangement, for which sum the said pur- 
veyor to be accountable. 

On motion of the committee on the Post Office: 

Resolved, That the postage of letters in future be double 
the sums paid before the commencement of the present war. 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office in the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of Richard Bache, postmaster general, for thirty 
thousand dollars of the old emissions, in order to enable the 
postmastCT to prosecute the business of the office, for which 
the postmaster general is to be accoimtable. 

Coi^^ress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report the mode of announcing the final 
ratification of the Articles of Confederation; Whereupon, 

That [oa Thursday next at 12 o'clock the final ratification of] the 
Confederation of the United States of America be oomplotod, by the 
o»oaiition "thereof - on the part ' of Mnpylnnd, dt twolyo o'Clooh on 
■ Him B day nOTb, ' and that — thia - iniportant ' ovont bo immodiatoly 

tiio rinpng of - the boll s in - thifl eity, (and that the Board of War and 
Board of Admiralty take order accordingly.) 

That this saffio (Important Event) be also communicated to the 
BzecutiTea of the several States, and to tho Commander in Chiof t hoy 
b e T c qnc B tod t o - pTool a im it in their fcflpootiyo s tot c fli 

That the several Ministers of these states in Europe be f & rtfewiA 
informed of the complete and final ratification of the said Confedera- 
tion; and they be inotniobod (ordered) to oommun ieate (notify) the same 
to the respective courts at which they reside. 
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Thai eopic B of th e fowy>mg tc B olntionaj with a nth a n t B e h informa- 
tion of the completion of the said Confederation, be transmitted to 
the Commander in Chi^; and that he be directed to p ^ bli a h 
(annoimce) the same to the Army under his inHne e U ate command, 
a nd to the floot and amy of oof mo at' illn s trioufl a lly^ in Ajnow ab- 

Th a t the lihe infomiation bo t r a namittod to the e ommaDdiag -effieey 
in the a outhem dep a r t meBti a nd that h e be diiHie t ed t o -a nBouB ee-fee 
ga m e te the Aimy undey hia ' Comm^ A 

Th a t the Minis t of of Fr a n e e be ri s oinfoimod^ - th a t it ia intended t o 
e omploto - and - robify t he - Ba id - Oonfede> at ion - on - TbuF B day aewiy a nd 
tiiat be bo-Feqnc et ed t o - mah e th e ea rii e nt eommani eati on of t h e n a me 
t o - b i& G ew*r* 

Resolved, That on Thursday next, at twelve o'clock, the 
final ratification of the Confederation of the United States 

' TiuB npatt, in the writing of Q«orge Walton, except the portions in bmcketa, which 
are in CharlcH Thomson's hand, and those in parentheses, which are in Samuel Hunt* 
ington's hand, is in the Papet of (A« CimtMicnlal Con^tm, No. 23, folio 29. It is 
also entered in No. 9, (History of the CtmledenUioa.) A part of the repwt, bnt 
separately presented, ia the following: 



That the Congress adjourn after completing the Confedtfation; and the President 
dull invito the Uinister of France, the Speaker and members of the General Assembly, 
the Vice-President and members of the Supreme Executive Council, and the officers 
of the Army and Navy, to drink a glan of wine [to] "The United States of America." 
A keg of biscuit, in the room of cake.* To be in the Hall wh«« Congreae mt. 

* Does it mean the Cake room. 

The last six words are in James Madison's hand. 

Another resolution, undated, in the writing of John Hathews, is in No. 36, IV, 
folio 423, as follows: 

RetcAud that next be appointed for the Delegates of Maryland to sign the 

Gtokiedtfatifm. 

That the President of the State of Pennsylvania the Minister of Frvice, The Vice- 
resident Council and assembly of P^msylvania, the officers of the French and 
American Annies in this City, and all other public officers, be particularly invited to 
attend the ceremony and tliat the doors of the Congreae chamber be opened at twelve 
oQock. 

That the Board of War be directed to give proper orders, for announcing the final 
ratification of the Amrrinan Confederacy of the United States by the discharge of 
thirteen cannon. 

That one of the Chaplains of Congress b e ditoo te d t o prepare a suitable sermon itx 
theoccadcm. 
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of America, be announced to the public; and that the Board 
of War and Board of Admiralty take order accordingly: 

That this important event be communicated to the execu- 
tives of the several states: 

That the several ministers of these states in Europe be 
informed of the complete and final ratification of the said 
Confederation; and that they be ordered to notify the same 
to the respective courts at which they reside: 

That it be also notified to the honorable the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of France: 

That information of the completion of the said Confedera- 
tion be transmitted to the Commander in Chief, and that he 
be directed to announce the same to the army under his 
command. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee appointed to confer with Colonel B. Harrison, 
and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the Convention prisoners, now in Virginia, 
be removed into some State more northerly, luid that the 
Board of War have them immediately put in motion for 
that purpose, and continue their march by the way [of] 
Knowland's ferry, tmtil the farther order of Congress. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY a6. 1781 

Mr. [ThomBs] McKean, a delegate for the State of Dela^ 
ware, attended and produced the credentials of the del^ates 
of that State, which were read, as follows: 

In the Genxbal Assbublt of the Delawaxe State, 
<a NetocasUe, Saturday, A. M. February 10, 1781. 
The Council and House of Assembly, having met in the State- 
House, agreeable to the order of the Day, proceeded, by joint Ballot, 
to the election of Delegates to represent tliis State in the Congress 
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of the United States of America, for the ftnaiiing year, and the Box 
contaimng the Ballots bdng eKamined, The Honorable Thomas 
Rodney, Thomas McKean and Nicholas Vandyke, Esquires, are 
declared duly elected. 
Extract ^m the Uinutes, 

Jas. Booth, 

Oik ofAaaemSly* 

A letter, of 17, from General Washington, was read, ^i> 
closing an estimate from Brigadier General Knox: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 17, from the governor of Viif;inia was read, 
with sundry papers enclosed : * 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three. 

The mranbers, Mr. [William] Sharpe, Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith and Mr. [J<»eph] Jones. 

A letter, of 10, from Major General Greene, was read.* 

A letter, of 21, from J. Lawrence, judge advocate gonoHd, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 10, from the president of the State of New 
HampsUre, was read.' 

A letter, of 21 December, 1780, from Faucher & Skerrett, 
of Cape Fran9ois, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Coia- 
merce. 

A petition of Mathew McCoonell; and 

A letter, of 24 February, from E. Forman, were read: ' 

* The origuisl is in the Paptn of lA« CvnUnei^al Canpat, Delawue, CndmtiaU tff 
Hdtgata. 

' Thia lettei is in the Papett of* At Contmental Congrett, No. 1G2, IX, folio 567; it 
Is printwl in The WriUngt of WaMngton (Ford), IX, 146. 

■ Thia lett«r ia in the Papen qf the Contmenlal CtmjrrMi, No. 71, II, folio 35. 

* Thia lettei is in the Papen of (A« Cbntmenlai Cimgrat, No. 155, I, folio Ml. 

■ This letter ia in the Paperfo/lA« CafOxMnaai Congnu, No. 64, folio 180. 

* HcConnel'a peUtion, dated February 26, 1781, ie in the Paptrt qfOt Contmmaal 
Oongn-f No. 42, Y, folio 243; Fornun's letter ia in No. 78, IX, folio 439. 
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Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the 
letter from J. Patton and others. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
War Offioe Feftf 1781 
Sm. 

At the instance of the Commander in Chief, the Board have taken 
measures for supplying Lieutenant Colonel Stevens with a number of 
cannon and stores for an enterpiize to be immediately undertaken, 
the execution whereof depends in a great degree on the secrecy and 
promptitude of the preparations. We have been able to procure the 
greater part of the articles and with the sum of forty four thousand 
two hundred and £fty dollars of the old emissions, for the depart- 
ment of Commissary (General of Military Stores, and two hundred 
and fifty dollars of the new emissions for Lieutenant Colonel Stevens, 
the whole will be in a situation to move by the time expected. We 
therefore beg the favor of Congress to resolve. 

Ordered, That warrants be drawn on Thomas Smith, com' 
missioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of the paymaster of the Board of War 
and' Ordnance, for forty-four thousand two himdred and 
fifty dollars of the old emissions, to be applied under the 
order of the said Board, for the purchase of nulitary stores 
immediately wanted for a special occasion, and also for two 
himdred and forty dollars of the new emission, to be deliv- 
ered by the said Board to Lieutenant Colonel Stevens, for 
wluch he is to be accountable.' 

A report from the Board of War, of this day, was read, 
respecting the removal of the Convention prisoners: 

War OmoB, Fe&! iff, 1781. 
Sib. 

The Board have been honored with an order from Congress to 
remove the Convention Prisoners in Virginia into some State more 
northerly. We should as we are on tdl occadons be happy in execut- 
ing the orders of Congress, but in this aa well as too many other 
matters we find ourselves embarrassed for want of means. Tliis 

1 Thi« npot is in tbe pQjtert oj the CoTOmttUal Congras, No. U7, VI, folio 201, 
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being the case ve are with submiasion to the better judgment of 
Congress of opinion that the business had better be recommended to 
the executives of 'Virginia and Maryland to take order for the removal 
and temponuy supply of these Prisoners. The care of the Convention 
Prisoners has always been ultimately vested in the executive of Vir- 
ginia, but when they are out of that State it will be necessary that the 
Government of Maiyland be requested to take the superintendancy 
of their supplies and safe keeping so far as to furnish the means to 
Colonel Wood who has the command of all matters relative to the 
Convention Troops in the Military hne. Under present circum- 
stancee if they are crowded tt^ether without Magazines the whole 
must suffer for Want of Provisions or disperse thro' the Country. 
Our accounts from those of the Convention Troops now in Maryland 
are veiy dis^reeable. They are so precariously supplied that the 
soldiers are sent thro' the Country to collect provisions and being 
unguarded great numbers daily desert. These evils will be encreased 
by a junction of the whole and therefore we submit to Congress the 
propriety of fixing on some stationary place for these prisoners where 
they can be supplied and proper Magazines and guards provided that 
this buEoneas may at once be put in a proper train and the embarrass- 
ments of temporary measures be thereby prevented.' 

Ordered, That the same, together with the p<»tBcript of 
Governor Jefferson's letter, of 17th, relative to the prisonere 
taken at the Cowpens, be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, lib. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, 
llir. [Henry] Wynkoop. 

The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War, of 22, delivered in a report ; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to confer with 
the directors of the bank be and they are hereby empowered 
to agree with the said directors upon the terms which the 
bills of ^change in their hands shall be taken or sold for the 
purpose of making good the engagements of the bank.^ 

■niat three members be added to fiie said committee. 

■ This repwt is in the Papen of tin Continental Congrett, No. 147, VI, folio 205. 
"Thia report, in the writing of Qwrge Walton, b in the Paptri of the Contituntal 
Congrat, No. 27, folio 121. 



.y Google 



February, 1781 197 

The members added, Mr. [John] Haiison, Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith, Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

Congress took into consideration a report from the Board of 
War, on the memorial of Colonel R. Gridley; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Maesa^ 
chtisetffl to make up to Richard Gridley the depreciation of 
his pay as engineer at sixty dollars per month, from the time 
of his appointment to the Ist day of January, 1781, in like 
manner with other officers in continental service, and charge 
the same to the United States: 

That from and after the said first day of January, 1781, 
Colonel Gridley be considered as a retiring officer, and be 
entitled to receive from the United States foxu- himdred and 
forty-four dollars and two-fifths of a dollar per annum, in 
bills of the new emissions, in virtue of the resolutions of 
Congress of the 17 November, 1775, on the subject of his 
indemnification for any losses he mi^t sustain by entering 
into the service of the United States.* 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the several appli- 
cations for the place of keeper of the state prison, delivered 
in a report ; Whereupon, 

At a Boabd op Wab Fe6» if 1781 

Present M' Peters 

Gen' ComeU 
Mr. Mathews 

The Board having considered the several applicattona for the place 
of Keeper of the State prison in PhiladelpUa, and it appearing to 
them, that Elijah Weed is recommended as a capable and active 
person, and ia the first applier for that employment, 

Agreed to report to Congress, 

Resolved, That Elijah Weed be and he is hereby appointed 
keeper of the state prison in Philadelphia, in the room of 
Robert Jewell, deceased.^ 

> Thia report is in tba Paper* ofOit Ctmttnenfol Cemgnti, No. 147, VI, folio 188. 
* This nport ism the Pa|Mr«o/(A«CiHUHwiiJaIO(m^r«M, No. 147, VI,l0lu>197. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
At a Boabd dp War FOf tS^ 1781 

Freseot M' Fetera 

GeiL* Cornell 

The Board taking into consid^ntion the reference they have been 
honored with on the Memorial of Lieutenant Beauheu beg leave to 
report. 

That Lieutenant BeauUeu has no more pay in arrear than every 
other Officer that is a prisoner of War on parole but as he is a stranger 
it is probable he may be more distressed for want of money than 
Officers who are with their friends. If Congress should be of opinion 
that the foregoing reason is sufficient to entitle him to receive present 
pay, it may be proper to resolve, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a Warrant on the 
paymaster general in favor of Lieutenant Beaulieu late of 
Coloud Armand's Corps for three months pay and subsiatajice 
on account, equal to one hundred and fifteen dollars in bills 
of the new emissions. 

That part of his Memorial that respects cloathing appears to the 
Board improper to be comphed with at this time — as they have no 
knowledge of any cloathing being deUvered to Officers in the field 
or elsewhere on pubhc account for the year past.' 

At a Boakd or Wab Fe6» £S^ 1781 

Present M' Peters 

Gen! Cornell 

The Board have considered the memorial.of Captain Sigognie and 
lieutenant Fontevieux of Col. Armands L^on whose situation is such 
that it is impossible for them to join thdr Corps without some money 
bong given them by the public; and as they are for^gners they have 
not the means of procuring assistance from private peraons. The 
Baron Deutrick also a Captain In the legion is in similar circumstances 
and no doubt will expect similar treatment with the meniorialists. 
If Congress think their situation so peculiar as to distinguish it from 
that of the Officers of the Army in general, all of whom are in want, 
and many have in vfdn made repeated apphcations for pay, it will 
be proper in the opinion of the Board of War, that Congress direct, 

^Tbi^ivfi(M)MixLib»PQftn<^tl»»Q>«tmmUdCongrm,'Si<i.ia,yi,U^3ai. 
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That the Board of War draw warrants on the paymaster 
general, in favour of Capt^ns S^c^nie and Deutrick and 
Lieutenant Fontevieux, of the l^on commanded by Colonel 
Armand for three months' pay in biUfi of the new emissions 
to enable them to join their corps now in Vir^nia, the reso- 
lution of the 4 January last notwithstanding.* 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on Bfr. [Thomas] Bee's motion; after debate: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A memorial from the hon^ the Minister of France was 
read. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Gock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 37. 1781 

Mr. [Thomas] Rodney, a del^ate for the State of Dela- 
ware, attended and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 10, from James Craig, chief hospital physician, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A letter, of 26, from Jon: Bryan, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Medical Committee laid before Congress an account of 
Doctor Francis Allison, and vouchers for pay and subsistance 
amounting to 11419U dollars, including 167611 dollars 
chained for expences, with the following report: 

That the said account be referred to the Board of Treasury 
to report a draught for payment of the same, except the 
1676U dollars charged for expences, which the committee 
are not satisfied oi^t to be paid; and also to report a 
draught for the amount of cloathing stated in the report to 
be due to him, at the reduced prices for the years 1779 and 
1780. 

'Hub report is in UtaPojMrji^fftt CtmfAnental Congroi, No. 147, VI, folio 21S. 
■ lllifl tetter ia in th« PajMrj q^ IA« CbnttMntoI OM^Wi, No. 78, IV, folio U7. 
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Revived, That Congress agree to this report. 

A letter, of 22, from C. Griffin, one- of the judges of the 
Court of Appeals, was read;^ Whereupon, 

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for electing a third 
judge of the Court of Appeals. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter of 30 May, 
,1780, from Mons. de Sartine, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of the dis- 
tinguished bravery and militaty conduct of John Paul Jones, 
esq. captain in the navy of the United States, and particu- 
larly in his victory over the British frigate ship of war Serapis, 
on the coast of Ei^land, which was attended with circum- 
stances so brilliant as to inepifo excite general applause and 
admiration: 

That the minister plenipotentiary of these United States 
at the Court of Versailles communicate to his Most Christian 
Majesty the high satisfaction Congress have received from 
the information of Mons. de Sartine, that the conduct and 
gallant behaviour of Captain J. F. Jones have merited the 
attention and approbation of his Most Christian Majesty; 
and that ovogy infltnnee «f bio majo B ty'g favour not ineot t- 
eiotant with thooo oirtioloa by whiob tho s e B totoa have oo ft' 
fodomtod and which may tond to unite moro eloflcly - feb e 
pooplo of two nationa olfeftdr unito d; by guob otriot bonds 
of common - in t ofoot will bo highly aooopto i blo to Con 
ffeoB and poftionlari y that his Majesty's ofFer of adorn- 
ing Captain Jones with the cross of military merit, (is highly 
acceptable to Congress.)' 

A report from the Board of Treasuiy was read; Where- 
upon, 

> Tlik latUT fa fai tho i^i;w« i/<b OmlHuntal CbtVTMi, No. 78, Z, folio 293. 

' Tliii lepoit, in the writbg of WUiun Bbupe, ezcejA Um part In pftKnthsrii 
iriiidi is la Samod Hnndngton'a huid, ia in the Papv <^ Su OonHaental Congrmt, 
No. 19, III, folio S97. 
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Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [William] Few, a 
del^ate for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his favour 
on Thomas Smith, commisffloner of the continental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania, for fifteen thousand dol- 
lars old emissions, for which the said State of Georgia is to 
be accountable;* 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, in favoiur of John Pierce, paymaster general, for 
one thousand and eighty-six dollars and 1} of a dollar in the 
bills of credit emitted pursuant to the act of the 18 of M^h 
last, to enable him to discharge the balance of the account 
of the Baron d'Arendt for his pay and subsistance as col- 
onel of the late German battalion in the service of the United 
States from the 19 of September, 1778, to the 19 September, 
1779, commencing &om his last payment and departure from 
America to the expiration of his furlough, and for which 
sum of 1086H doU^ afores^d the said John Pierce, paymas- 
ter g&asxsX, is to be accountable; 

Tekasdht Ofpiob, Febnumi SOth, 1781. 

In Execution of the order of Congress of the 14th inatant upon 
Mr. Ross's Memorial "to devise ways and means for paymmit of his 
account" the Board beg leave to report, 

That they have carefully looked into the State of the public Funds 
with a view to point out a mode for paying Mr. Boss's accoimt, the 
most couTenient to the Publick and acceptable to him whom they 
have consulted; but they have not been able to devise any that is 
unattended with Embarrassment. 

Considering the great number of bills of Exchange which have been 
drawn on the Minister of the United States in France, it was thought 
most eligible to propose payment in the pubhc Tobacco in Yii^inia 
and Maryland, but Mr. Roes declined it alledging that it was totally 
inconvenient. 

The Board would have offered paym^it in the Bills of the New 
Emiseuon had thef not been advised that Congreaa intended the first 
Proceeds of that Fund for the use of the army. Ko other mode of 

* Dik nport ia in Om Papert <if&t GmtinttUtU Congrttt, No. 136, V, folio 137. 
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Payment thraefon can be devised by the Board but drawing Bills of 
Exchange upon and Mr. Bobs having infonned the Board that 

his Necessities require that he should have Bills at Short Sight for 
one half his Demand and is willing to take Bills at a longer Sight for 
the Remainder. 

The Board are therefore of Opinion, 

That Bills of Exchange be drawn on for the sum of 

sterling — half thereof at Days Sight and the Residue at 

Months Sight in full discharge of his Account for Supplies furnished 
the United States from France and the Interest thereon arising 
(including two Months allowed for Presentation for Acceptance.) 

The Board of Treasury on conaidering the Letter from the Board 
of War of the 15 instant to Congress and referred to this Board with 
Directions to "devise Ways and Means for furnishing the Money 
mentioned in the Estimate and report" beg leave to propose it (as 
their Opinion) in the present exhausted State of the Treasury, 

That the Commercial C!ommittee be directed to make Sale of as 
much of the Public Tobacco collected by the States of Yii^inia and 
Maryland aa will be sufficient to raise the Sum of 116,010 dollars of 
the New Emissions, to be paid into the Hands of the Quarter Master 
Genial and Commissaiy Qeneral of Military Stores for the Purpoae 
of purchasing the Articles mentioned in the said Estimate. 

At the same Time the Board inform Congress that by Betums 
from John Hopkins, Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office in 
Virginia, dated the 31st of December last, it appears that the sum 
of 423,412 dollars and H of a dollar of the Bills of the old Emission 
and 5400 dollars of the New were in his Office. 

And by Betums from Nicholas Gilmau, Commissioner of the Loan 
Office for the State of New Hampshire, dated the 2d day of Decembto' 
last, it appears the Sum of 50,907 dollars and U of a dollar of the old 
Emis^ons were in his Office. 

The Board having considered the Letter from the Board of War 
of the 10 instant inclosing an Estimate of the Sum Necessary for the 
Repair of the Arms and Cartouch Boxes of the Pennsylvania Line 
beg leave to report 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner 
aforesaid, in favour of Colonel Benjamin Flower, commissary 
general of military stores, for two thousand two hundred and 
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ninety-two dollars of the new emissions, to enable him to 
make the necessary repairs to the arms lately belonging to 
the Pensylvania line, and for which sum the said Benjamin 
Flower, commissary, is to be accountable.' 

According to the order of the day, Congress proceeded to 
the election of a Secretary of Marine, and, the ballots being 
taken, Major General Alexander McDougall was elected. 

Ordered, That the election of the other secretaries be 
postponed. 

Adjoiumed to 10 o'Clock to Moirow. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 38. 1781 

A letter, of this day, from Doctor William Burnet, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, Mr. [Abraham] 
Clark, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland. 

A memorial of Joseph Perkins was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The committee, || conasting of Mr. Vamimi, Mr. Bee and Mr. 
Atlee |{ to whom was re-committed the report on the motion 
of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That warrants issue in favor of John Pierce, pay- 
master general, upon the loan offices of the undermentioned 
states in the following proportions, in bills of the new einis- 
sions, arising from the four-tenths of the ten millions issued 
in pursuance of the act of the IS March last, and that the 
same be applied to the paying the lines of the said states, 
viz. 

On the commisEooner of the continental loan office of 

■ This report u in the Pa^trt t^ tht ConHntfUal Cvngrtm, No. 136, V, folio 119. 

■ Thig letter is ia the fapen of A* Continmttd Congreti, No. 78, IV, folio 121. 

■ This memorikl, dated February 27, 1781, is in the Paptrt qf At OmtmrOoI Oon- 
grm. No. 41, TIU, fcdio 142. 
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New Hampshire, 


1 51,726 


New York, 


- t 77,689 


Massachusetta, 


284,493 


New Jeraey, 


61,728 


Rhode iBland, £c 


26,863 


PensylTama, 


232,767 


Connecticut, 


166,178 







Of which, 15,100 to be paid immediately, in preference to 
any former warrants, for which several sums the sud J. 
Pierce, paymaster general, is to be accountable. 

Wab Offiok Feb*. 99^ 1781 
Sm. 

The Board have been applied to by the Marquis de la Fayette 
for one monUi's pay of a detachment he comman<b on their march 
on a secret Expedition. The reasons he urges for the advance to be 
made appear to tiie Board very strong, among them are, the Officers 
and Men being detached from any possible resource of a priTate 
nature from wh^ice they can draw supplies, their going to a part of 
the Countiy in which tiiey are in some d^ree Strangers — their 
coming from iha Army on such short notice and without information 
of their destination and xmder all these circumstaaces, not having s 
dollar to purchase the most trifling article. The Board in consequence 
of the pressing wants of these troops and to encourage tiiem in 
the chewful and vigorous execution of the enteoprize cannot but join 
with the Marquis in Opinion that the Money requested should be 
advanced. It will amount to about fifteen thousand sixty nine 
dollars in bills of the new emissions, and if Congress should think 
proper to order Ihe Money to be paid they will please to resolve, 

"niat s warrant be drawn on Thomas Smith Esq. Loan Officer of 
Pennsilvania for fifteen thousand one hundred dollars in bills of the 
new emissions in favor of John Pierce Esq Paymaster Greneral, for 
which he is to be accountable. 

That this Warrant be paid in preference to any former Warrants. 

That the Bo^d of War draw warrants on the paymaster 
general for one month's pay of the detatcbment under the 
command of Major Geua^ the Marquis de la Fayette, the 
resolution of the 4 Januaiy notwithstanding.' 

The committee to whom was referred the representation 
of the iron masters brou^t in a report; Whereupon, 

' TUi rapcrt Is in the Paptn t^Oit Contmmtal CtmgrM> No. 147, VI, ft^ 217. 
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Resolved, That the Board of Treasury furnish the different 
iron masters with whom the Board of War have Contracted ; 
pursuant to the resolution of the 25 July last, with bills 
of exchange upon the minister plenipotentiaiy at the Court 
of Versailles, to the full amount of the debts now due fi»^ 
payftblo to them agreeably to contract at tiie rate which 
such bills shall sell for in Epecie, and make report to Con- 
gress, specifjTng the exchange so settled.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, seconded 
by Mr. [Richard] Howly; 

That the election of a Secretary at War be postponed to.i 
the first day of October next. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Thomas] Bee; 



Miuaachusetts, 






DdoAotTe, 




Mr. Adams, 


ay 




Mr. Rodney, 


Zh 


Wiird, 


ay 


ay 


McKean, 


SMie tdavd, 






Uaryhtld, 




Mr. Vamiun, 


no 


no 


Mr.CarroU, 


%v^ 


amtuetieut, 






Hanaon, 


Mr. Huntington, 


»y 




Virginia, 




Root, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jonee, 


«y 


Woloott, 


ay 




Madiaon, 


no ay 


Neu, York, 






Bland, 


«y 


Mr. Floyd, 


ay 




North Carolvrta, 




McDougaU, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Burka, 


ay 


NcwJerm,, 






Sharpe, 


no ay 


Mr. Witherapoon, 


no 


div. 


JohnatoD, 


»y 


Oark, 


ay 


arndK CorMva, 




Ftnneyhama, 






Mr. UathewB, 


n^h 


Mr. AtlM, 


no 




Bee, 


aymer, 


"y 




Qeorgia, 




Wynkoop, 


no 


no 


Mr. Walton, 


Z\^^ 


T. Smith, 


no 




Howly, 


So it was resolved in 


theaS 


inoative. 





This report, in th« writing of Samuel John Atlee, ia in the Paper* ofOtt ContinejUal 
I, No. 28, folio 191. 
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Resolved, That the commissionerB of the Board of War 
proceed upon the duties of that department, with all the 
powers and authorities, expressed in the act of the 7th of the 
present month, aacertaining the duties of the Secretary at 
War, until the farther order of Congress; any former resolu- 
tions to the contraty notwithstanding. 

A letter, of 24, from the president of the State of Delaware 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

On motion of Mr. TXhomas] Smith, seconded by Mr. 
(Thomas] McKean: 

Ordered, That the committee to whom was referred the 
letter from the preadent of the senate and speaker of the 
house of assembly, of the State of New York, confer with a 
committee of the house of assembly of PenEylvania respecting 
certificates issued by quartermasters and commissaries 
within that State, and devise ways and means for payment 
of those which have been heretofore given, and to prevent 
the necessity of the continuance of such certificates. 

On motion of Mr. [Alexander] McDougall, seconded by 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Congress came to the following 
resolution: ' 

[Whereas, It is the policy of all wise nations to diBC0iu*age 
Qctravagance and promote economy in their public officers, 
and an attention to this policy is indlspensibly necessary in 
republicks; and, 

Whereas, It is improper for the officers of the anny or 
navy of these at&tea to manifest the least disposition to 
imitate the Enemy in any respect which will not promote 
the service of these states, especially to wear the uniform of 
the Enemy's army or navy;] 

Resolved, That after the first day of Fobruojy January 
next, no office whatsoever in the service of the United Stat^ 

' The eotries for the net of this day up to the last pangnph are in George Bond's 
writing. 
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shall in any of than wear on his cloaths any gold or silv^ 
lace embroidery or velliun, on pain of boing onohiopod other 
than such as Congress or the Commander in Chief of the 
army or navy shall direct for the imiform of the corps and 
badges to distii^uish officers. 

Bewlved, That after the said first day of Fobroajy January 
next, no officer of any d^cription in the army or navy of 
the United States, or any other officer in their service, shall 
wi t hout ogproofl poFmiooion in writtng from Con g ro ss th e 
G e mmondop in Chief of - fcbo Armyw ? lifa y y wear any uni- 
form usually worn by the British army or navy on pain - ^ 
boing ooohiopod .' 

A memorial from Major William McPherson was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of the 4th January notwithstanding. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [Thomas] Bee: 

Beaolved, That a warrant issue in favor of the Fajmaster General 
on the loan offices of the Southern States from Delaware to Georgia 
inctusive for the same proportion of the 4/10"" of the new emisaon 
subject to the orders of Congress (for the pay of the lines of the 
respective States from Delaware to Georgw inclusive) as has been 
granted to the Paymaster General for paying the lines of the Army 
in the Northern and Eastern States from Pennsylvania to Kew 
Hampshire incluave.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of T t oaeary 
War. 

Resolved, That the several matters now before Congress 
be referred over, and recommended to the attention of the 

* TluB praomble Mid the resolutiaiu wen also entered in Qxe manuscript Secret 
(Domeotic) Joumal. The motion is in the Paptn of tAc Continental Congrtu, No. 
86, I, folio 57, the pcfftion in brackets being in the writing of Alexander McDougall. 

■This memorial ia in the Paper* o/iA« Coiitinmtal Congrtu, No. 41, Vl, folio 232. 

* Thia motion, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, ia in the Paptn of the CoiUiinaUal 
Congrai, No. 42, VIII, folio 223. 
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TTnited States in Congress assembled, and that the com- 
mittees who have not yet reported make report to them. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. MARCH i, 1781 

A representation from the del^ates of the State of New 
Hampshire, and the State of Rhode Island, was laid before 
Congress, and read.' 

In pursuance of the act of the legislating of the State of 
New York read in Congress the 7 March, 1780, entitled, "An 
act to facilitate the completion of the Articles of Confederation 
and perpetual union among the United States of America," 
and which is in the words follo^ng; ' 

"Whereas nothing under Divine Providence, can more effectually 
contribute to the tranquillity and safety of the United States of 
Axaerica, than a federal alliance, on sudi liberal principles as frill 
^Te satisfaction to its respective members; and whereas tlie articles 
of confederation and perpetual union, recommended by the honorable 
Congress of the United States of America have not proved acceptable 
to eil the states J it having been conceived, that a portion of the 
waste and uncultivated territory, within the liniita or claims of 
certain states, ought to be appropriated as a common fund for the 
expences of the war; and the people of this State of New York being 
on all occasions disposed to manifest their regard for their aister states, 
and their earnest desire to promote the general interest and security; 
and more especially to accelerate the federal alliance, by removing, 
as far OS it depends upon them, the before mentioned impediment to 
its final accomplishment: 

Be it therefore enacted, by the people of the State of New- York, 
represented in senate and assembly, and it is hereby ouicted by tiie 
authority of the same, that it shall and may be lawful to and for the 
delegates of this State, ia the honorable Congress of the United 
States of Axaerica, or the major part of such of them as shall be assem- 
bled in Congress; and they the said delegates, or the major part of 

> This ropresentation, dated Februuf 28, 1781, is in the Paper* of 1A« GmtinaUal 
CongrtM, No. 43, folio 187. 

* Fivm this point the entriee an by a clwk in the Secretaty'a tMfM whoee huid- 
writing hH not been identified. 
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them, 80 assembled, &re hereby fully authorized and empowered, for 
and on behalf of this State, and by proper and authentic acts or instru- 
ments, to limit and restrict the boundaries of this State in the western 
parts thereof, by such line or lines, and in such manner and f onn as they 
shall judge to be expedient, either with respect to the jurisdiction, ss 
well as the right or pre-emption of soil, or reserving ^e jurisdiction 
in part, or in the whole, over the lands which may be ceded or relin- 
quished, with respect only to the right or pre-emption of the soil. 

And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that Uta 
territory which may be ceded or relinquished, by virtue of this act, 
either with respect to the jurisdiction as well as the right or pre- 
emption of soil, or the right or pre-emption of soil only, shall be and 
enure for the use and benefit of such of the United States, as shall 
become members of the federal alliance of the sud States, and for no 
other use or purpose whatsoever. 

And be it f ureter enacted by the authority aforesaid, that all the 
lands to be ceded and relinquished, by virtue of this act, for the 
benefit of the United States, with respect to property; but which 
shall nevertheless remain under the jurisdiction of this State, shall 
be disposed of and appropriated in such manner only, ss the Congress 
of the said States shall direct; and that a warrant under the authority 
of Congress, for surveying and laying out any part thereof, shall entitle 
the party in whose favor it shall issue to cause the same to be sat- 
-fTcyed and laid out, and returned according to the directions of such 
warrant, and thereupon letters patent undbr the great seal of this 
State shall pass to the grantee for the estate specified in the said 
warrant, for which no other fee or reward shijl be demanded or 
received, than such as shall be allowed by Congress. 

Provided always, and be it further enacted by the authority afore- 
Bud, that the trust reposed, by virtue of this act, shall not be executed 
by the delegates of this State, unless at least three of the said del^ates 
shall be present in Congress. 

Stale qf New York, at. — I do hereby certify, that the aforegoing is 
a true copy of the ori^al act, passed the 19th of Febniaiy, 1780, 
and lodged in the secretary's office. 

RoBEBT Habfub, 27ep. Sec'y of Stated 

The delegates for ttie State of New-York executed in Con- 
gress the foUowii^ act or declaration, to wit: 

>A copjr of the Act Ib in the Pope* of the Ctontjaentol Cmyrm, No. 07, 11, ((dio2BQ. 
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To all people who shall see these presents, we, James Duane, William 
Floyd, and Alexaoder McDougall, the underwritten del^ates for 
the State of Kew York in the honorable Congreaa of thd United 
States of America, send greeting: 

Whereas it is stipulated as one of ih.e conditions of the cession of 
territory, made for the benefit of the United States by the legislature 
of the State of Yirginia, that the United States should guarantee to 
that State the boundaries reserved by her legislature for her future 
jurisdiction; and it would be unjust that the State of New Tork, as 
a member of the federal union, should be compelled to guarantee the 
territories whidi shall be reserved by other states making such ces- 
sions, when her own boundaries, as they are to be limited and re- 
stricted by the act or instrument of cession now to be executed, shall 
not be guaranteed in the same manner: wherefore, the said delegates 
for the State of New York, being uninstructed on this subject by 
their constituents, think it their duty to declare, and they do by this 
present instrument declare, that the cession of territory and restric- 
tion of boundary of the said State of New York, now to be made by 
them in behalf of the people of the said State, shall not be absolute; 
but on the contrary, ^all be subject to ratification or disavowal by 
the people of the said State, represented in senate and assembly, at 
their pleasure; unless the boundaries reserved for the future jurisdic- 
tiou of the said State, by the instrument of cession now to be executed 
by us, shall be guaranteed by the United States, in the same manner 
and form as the territorial rights of the other states shall be guaran- 
teed, which have made or may make cessions of part of their claims 
for the benefit of the United States; the people of the State of New 
Toric, on their part, submitting that any part of their limits, which 
are or may be claimed by any of the United States, shall be determined 
and adjusted in the mode prescribed for that purpose by the Articles 
of Confederation. In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our 
hands and seals, in the presence of Congress, this first day of March, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, 
and of our independence the fifth. 

Jaheh DnAKii, (l. s.) 

Wm. Flotd, (l. 8.) 

Albxandbb MoDoitoall, (l. b.) 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
Chables Thomson, 
Chables Mobss, 
Ebenezeb Smith.' 

' ChwlM ThomsoD reRumee the entries from this pcnnt. 
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The forgoing being executed, the delegates aforesaid, in 
■nrtue of the powers vested in them by the act of their legis- 
lature above recited, proceeded and executed in due form 
in behalf of their State, the following instrument, viz. 

To all people who shall see these presents, we, James Duane, William 
Floyd and Alexander McBougall, the underwritten delegates for 
the State of New York in the honorable Congress of the United 
States of America, Bead greeting: 

Whereas by an act of the legislature of the said State of New York, 
passed at a session held at Albany, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
sand seven hundred and eighty, entitled "An act to facilitate the 
completion of the Articles of Confederation and perpetual union 
among the United States of America;" it ia declared, that the people 
of the State of New York were on all occasions disposed to manifest 
their regard for their sister states, and their earnest desire to promote 
the general interest and security, and more especially to accelerate the 
federal alliance, by removing, as far as it depended upon them, the im- 
pediment to its final accomplishment, respecting the waste and uDcul- 
tivated lands within the limits of certain states; and it is therefore 
thereby enacted by the people of the said State of New York, repre- 
sented in senate and assembly, and by the authority of the same, that 
it should and mi^t be lawful to and for the delegates of the said State 
in the honorable Congress, and they or the major part of them, so 
assembled, are thereby fully authorized and empowered, for and on 
behalf of that State, and by proper and authentic acts or instruments, 
to limit and restrict the boundaries of the said State in such manner 
and form as they shall judge to be expedient, either with respect to 
the jurisdiction, as well as the right or pre-emption of soil, or reserving 
the jurisdiction in part or in the whole, over the lands which may be 
ceded or relinquished with respect only to the ri^t of pre-emptacm 
of the soil : and by the said act it is f ur^r enacted, that the territoiy 
wluch may be ceded or relinquished by virtue thereof, either with 
respect to the jurisdiction, as well as the right or pre-emption of soil, 
or the right or pre-omption of soil only, shall be and enure for the use 
and benefit of such of the United States, as shall become members of 
the federal alliance of the said states, and for no other use or purpose 
whatsoever: and by the said act it is provided and enacted that the 
trust reposed by virtue thereof, shall not be executed by the delegates 
of the said State, unless at least three of the said del^ates shall be 
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present in Congress: and whereas, by letters patent, under the great 
seal of the said State of New York, bearing date the 29th day of 
October last past, reciting that the Senate and Assembly had, on the 
12th day of September then last past, nominated and appointed us, 
the said James Duane, 'William Floyd and Alexander McDougall, 
(cither with John Morin Scott and Ezra L'Hommedieu, del^ates 
to represent the said State in the Congress of the United States of 
North America, therefore in pursuance of the said nomination and 
appointment, the people of the aaid State of New York, did thereby 
commission us, the said Jamra Duane, William Floyd and Alexander 
McDougall, and the said John Morin Scott and Ezra L'Hommedieu, 
or any majority who should, from time to time, attend the said 
Congress; and it only one of the said del^ates should at any time 
be present in the said Congress, he should in such case, be authorized 
to represent the sud State in the said Congress, as by an authentic 
copy of the said act, and an exemplification of the said commission, 
remaining among the archives of Congress, fully appears. 

Now therefore know ye, that we, the said James Duane, 'William 
Floyd and Alexander McDougall, by virtue of the power and authority, 
and in the execution of the trust reposed in us as aforesaid, have 
judged it expedient to limit and restrict, and we do by these presents, 
for and on behalf of the said State of New York, limit and restrict 
the boundaries of the said State in the western parts thereof, with 
respect to the jurisdiction, as well as the right or pre-emption of soil, 
by the lines and in the form following, that is to say: a line from 
the north-east comer of the State of Pennsylvania, along the north 
bounds thereof to its north-west comer continued due west until it 
shall be intersected by a meridian line, to be drawn from the forty- 
fifth degree of north latitude, through the most westerly bent or 
inclination of Lake Ontario; thence by the said meridian line to the 
forty-fifth degree of north latitude; and thence by the said forty- 
fifth degree of north latitude: but if on experiment, the above de- 
scribed meridian line shall not comprehend twenty miles due west 
from the most westerly bent or inclination of the river or strait of 
Niagara, then we do by these presents, in the name of the people, 
and for and on behalf of the State of New York, and by virtue of 
the authority aforesaid, limit and restrict the boundaries of the sud 
State in the western parts thereof, with respect to jurisdiction, as 
well as the right or pre-emption of soil, by the lines and in the manner 
following, that is to say; a line from the north-east comer of the 
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State of Fennsylvuiia, along the north bounds thereof, to its north- 
west comer, continued due west iintil it shall be intersected by a 
meridian line to be drawn from the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, 
through a point twenty miles due west from the most westerly bent 
or iudination of the river or strait of Niagara; thence by the said 
meridian line to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude, and thence 
by the said forty-fifth degree of north latitude: And we do by theee 
presents, in the name of the people, and for and on behalf of the 
State of New York, and by virtue of the power and trust committed 
to UB by the said act and commission, cede, transfer, and forever 
rdinquish to, and for the only use jmd benefit of such of the states 
as are or shall become parties to the Articles of Confederation, all 
the ri^t, title, interest, jurisdiction and clum, of the said State of 
New York, to all lands and territories to the northward and west- 
ward of the boundaries, to which the said State is in manner afore- 
Bud limited and restricted, and to be granted, disposed of, and 
appropriated in such manner only, as the Congress of the said United 
or Confederated States shall order and direct. 

In testimony whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names, 
and affixed our seals in Congress, the 1st day of March, in the year 
of oiu: Lord one thousand seven hundred and eighty-one, and of our 
independence the fifth. 

Signed Ja* Duanb, (L. S.) 

T^ Floyd, (L. S.) 

Ai.Ex: MoDotroAix, (L. S.) 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 

Cha Thomson, 
Cha Mobse, 
Ebenszeb Sufth.' 

According to the on^ of the day, the hon'* John Hanson 
and Daniel Carroll, two of the delegates for the State of 
Maryland, in ptirsuance of the act of the legislature of that 
State, entitled "An act to empower the delegates of this 
State in Congress to subscribe and ratify the Articles of 
Confederation," which was read in Congress the 12 of 
February last, and a copy thereof entered on the minutes, 

■TUBftctotceaaiouiBiii tlivPajMrtq^tfttCSoidifMntBl On^rMi, CeaaionBofWMteni 
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did, in behalf of the said State of Majylaod, s^ and ratify 
the said articles, by which act the Confederation of the 
United States of America was completed, each and every of 
the Thirteen United States, from New Hampshire to Geor^, 
both Included, having adopted and confirmed, and by their 
del^ates in Congress, ratified the same, [which is in the words 
following:]* 

To all to whom these Ftvseata shall come, we the under ugned Dele- 
gates of the States affixed to onr Karnes, send gteeting. 

Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America, in Con- 
gress assembled, did, on the I5th day of November, in the Year of 
our Lord One thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy seven, and in the 
Second Year of the Independence of America, agree to certain artidea 
of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New- 
hampshire, Massachusetts-bay, Khodeisland and Providence Plaotfr- 
tions, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Yiiginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia in 
the words following, viz. "Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
Union between the states of Newhampshire, Massachusetta-bay, 
Khodeisland and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New- York, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Caro- 
lina, South-Caroliiia and Geor^ 

Article I. The Stile of this confederacy shall be "The United States 
of America." 

Article II. Each state retuns its sovereignty, freedom, and inde- 
pendence, and every Power, Jurisdiction and tight, which is not by 
this confederation esipreesly delegated to the United States, in Con- 
gress assembled. 

Article III. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm 
league of friendship with each other, for their common defence, the 
security of their Liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, 
binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered to, or 
attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, 
sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatsoever. 

Article IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship 
and intercoiirse among the people of the different states in this union, 
the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, vagabonds and 

'The words in brackets ore in thePap«r*o/(A«C(nitfn«n{<iIC(mfr«M, No. 9 (Eiatwy 
of the Confederation) but not in the Joonul. 
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fugitives from justice excepted, sh&ll be entitled to all privileges and 
imm u n ities of free citizens in the Beveral states; and the people of 
each state shall have free ingress and regress to and from any other 
atate, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and com- 
merce, subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the 
inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restriction shall 
not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported 
into any state, to any other state, of which the Owner is an inhabitant ; 
provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall . be lud 
by any state, on the property of the united states, or either of them. 

If any Person guilty of, or chained with treason, felony, or other 
high misdemeanor in any state, shall flee from Justice, and be foimd 
in any of the united states, he shall, upon demand of the Governor or 
executive power, of the state from which he fled, be delivered up and 
removed to the state having jurisdiction of his offence. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the 
records, acts and judicial proceedings of the courts and magistrates 
of every other state. 

Article V, For the more convenient management of the general 
interests of the united states, delegates shall be annually appointed 
in such manner as the If^islature of each state shall direct, to meet 
in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a 
powOT reserved to each state, to recal its delegates, or any of them, 
at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead, for the 
remainder of the Year. 

No state shall be represented in Congreea by less than two, nor by 
more than seven Members; and no person shall be capable of bong 
a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; nor 
shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office 
under the united states, for which he, or another for his benefit 
receives any salary, fees or emoltunent of any kind. 

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the 
states, KoA. while they act as members of the committee of the states. 

In determining questions in the united states in Congress assem- 
bled, each state shall have one vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached 
or questioned in any Coxut, or place out of Congress, and the members 
of congress shall be protected in their persons from arrests and im- 
prisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attend- 
ance on congress, eoccept for treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 
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Article VI. No state, without the Consent of the united states in 
congress assembled, shall send any embassy to, or receive any 
embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, alliance or 
treaty with any King prince or state; nor shall any person holding 
any office of profit or trust under the united states, or any of them, 
accept of any present, emolument, office or title of any kind whatever 
from any king, prince or foreign state ; nor shall the united states in 
congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobihty. 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation 
or alliance whatever between them, without the consent of the united 
states in congress assembled, specifying accurately the purposes for 
which the same is to be ent^ed into, and how long it shall continue. 

No state shall lay any imposts or duties, which may interfere with 
any stipulations in treaties, entered into by the united states in 
congress assembled, with any king, prince or state, in pursuance of 
any treaties already proposed by congress, to the courts of France 
and Spain. 

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any state, 
except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the united 
states in congress assembled, for the defence of such state, or its 
trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any state, in time 
of peace, except such number only, as iu the judgment of the united 
states, in congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison 
the forts necessary for the defence of such state; but every state 
shall always keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, suffi- 
ciraitly armed and accoutred, and shall provide and constantly have 
ready for use, in pubhc stores, a due number of field pieces and tents, 
and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 

No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the united 
states in congress assembled, unless such state be actually invaded 
by enemies, or shall have recMved certain advice of a reeolution being 
formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the 
danger is so imminoit as not to admit of a delay till the united 
states in congress assembled can be consulted: nor shall any state 
grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of marque 
or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the united states 
in congress assembled, and then only f^ainst the kingdom or state 
and the subjects th^^of, against which war has been so declared, 
and under such regulations as shall be established by the united 
states in congress assembled, unless such state be infested by pirates. 
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in which case vessels of war may be fitted out for that occaoon, 
and kept bo long as the danger shall continue, or until the umted 
Btatee in congress assembled, shall determine otherwise. 

Article VH. When land-forces are raised by any state for the 
common defence, all officers of or under the rank of colonel, shall be 
appointed by the l^islature of each state reBpectively, by whom 
such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall 
direct, and all vacancies shall be filled up by the State which first 
made the appointment. 

Article VTII. All chaises of war, and all other expences that shall 
be incurred for the common defence or gmeral welfare, and allowed 
by the united states in congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of 
a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the seversj states in 
proportion to the value of all land within each state, granted to or 
surveyed for uiy Person, as such land and the buildings and improve- 
ments thereon shall be estimated according to such mode as the 
united states in coi^ress assembled, shall from time to time direct 
and ap[K>int. The tiaes for paying that proportion shall be kid and 
levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the sev- 
eral states within the time ^reed upon by the united states in 
congress assembled. 

Article DC. The united states in congress assembled, shall have 
the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and 
war, except in the casee mentioned in the sixth article — of sending and 
receiving ambassadors — entering into treaties and alliances, provided 
that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the l^islative 
power of the respective states shall be restrained from imposing such 
imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected 
to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species 
of goods or conmiodities whatsoever — of establishing rules for deciding 
in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what 
manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the 
united states shall be divided or appropriated — of granting letters of 
marque and reprisal in times of peace — appointing courts for the trial 
of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing 
courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of 
captures, provided that no member of congress shall be appointed a 
judge of any of the said courts. 

The united states in congress assembled shall also be the last 
resort on appeal in all disputes and differcoicee now subnsting or that 
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hereaftw may arise between two or mote states conceming boimdaiy, 
jurisdiction or any other cause whatever; which authority shall 
always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative 
or executive authority or lawful agent of any state in controversy 
' with another shaU preeent a petition to congress stating the matt^ 
in question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by 
order of congress to the le^slative or executive authority of the other 
state in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the 
parties by their lawful ^ents, who shall then be directed to appoint 
by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for 
hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot 
agree, congress shall name three persons out of each of the united 
states, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately 
strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be 
reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor 
more than nine names as congress shall direct, shall in the presence 
of congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall 
be so drawn or any five of them, ahall be commissioners or judgee, to 
hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part 
of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determina- 
tion : and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed^ 
without showing reasons, which congress shall judge sufficient, or 
being present shall refuse to strike, the congress shall proceed to nomi- 
nate three persons out of each state, and the secretary of congress 
shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusii^; and the judg- 
ment and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before 
prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties 
shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or 
defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to 
pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final 
and decisive, the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being 
in either case transmitted to congress, and lodged among ihe acts of 
congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that 
every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to 
be administred by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court 
of the state, where the cause shall be tried, "well and trutf to hear 
and determine the matter in question, according to the beet of hJs 
judgment, without favour, affection or hope of reward:" provided 
also, that no state shall be deprived of territoiy for the benefit of the 
united states. 
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All 'controversies concerning the private right of Boil claimed under 
different grants of two or more Btatea, whose jurisdictions as they 
may respect such lands, and the states which passed such grants are 
adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time 
claimed to have originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdic- 
tion, shall on the petition of either party to the c(mgresa of the imited 
states, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner 
as is before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial 
jurisdiction between different states. 

The united states in congress assembled shall also have the sole 
and exclusive right and power of r^;ulating the alloy and value of 
coin struck by their own authority, or by that of the respective states — 
fixing the standard of weights and measures throu^out the united 
states — ^regulating the trade and managing all affairs with the Indians, 
not members of any of the states, provided that the legislative right 
of any state within its own limits be not infringed or violated — estab- 
lisbing or r^ulating post-offices from one state to another, throughout 
all the united stat^, and exacting such postage on the papers passing 
thro' the same as may be requisite to defray the expences of the 
sud office — appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of 
the united states, excepting regimental officers — appointing all the 
officers of the naval forces, and commissioning all officers whatever 
in the service of the united states — making rules for the government 
and r^ulation of the said laud and naval forces, and directing their 
operations. 

The imited states in congress assembled shall have authority to 
appoint a committee, to sit in the recess of congress, to be denomi- 
nated "A Committee of the States," and to consist of one delegate 
from each state; and to appoint such other committees and civil 
officers as may be necessary for managing the general affairs of the 
united states under their direction — to appoint one of their number 
to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office 
of president more than one year in any term of three years; to ascei' 
tain the necessary sums of Money to be raised for the service of the 
united states, and to appropriate and apply the same for defraying 
the public expences — to borrow money, or emit bills on iha credit of 
the imited states, transmitting every half year to the respective 
states an account of the sums of money so borrowed or emitted, — to 
build and equip a navy — to agree upon the number of land forces, and 
to make requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion to 
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the numbw of white inhabitAnta in such state; which requisitioii 
ahall be binding, and thereupon the le^slature of each state shall 
appoint the r^imental officers, raise the m«i and doatii, aim and 
equip them in a Boldier like manner, at the ezpence of tJie united 
states; and the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped 
shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed ou by 
the united states in congress assembled: But if the united states 
in congress assembled shall, on consideration of circumstances judge 
proper that any state should not raise men, or should raise a smallw 
niunber than its quota, and that any other state should riuae a greater 
niunber of men than the quota thereof, such extra number shall be 
raised, officered, cloathed, armed and equipped in the same manner 
as the quota of such state, imless the legislature of such state shall 
judge that such extra number cannot be safely spared out of the 
same, in which case they shall raise officer, cloath, arm and equip 
as many of such extra nimib«i' as they judge can be safely spared. 
And the officers and men so cloathed, armed and equipped, shall 
march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the 
united states in congress assembled. 

The united states in congress assembled shall never eng^e in a 
war, nor grant letters of marque imd reprisal in time of peace, nor enter 
into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value 
thereof, nor ascotain the sums and expences necessary for the defence 
and welfare of the united states, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor 
borrow money on the credit of the united states, nor appropriate 
money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or 
purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint 
a commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assrait 
to the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except for 
adjoiuning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of a 
majority of the united states in congress assembled. 

The congress of the united states shall have power to adjourn to 
any time within the year, and to any place within the united states, 
so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration than the 
space of »x Months, and shall publish the Journal of their proceedings 
monthly, except such parts tJiereof relatdog to treaties, alliances or 
military operations, as in their judgment require secrecy; and the 
yeas and nays of the delegates of each state on any questaon shall 
be entered on the Journal, when it is deEored by any del^^te; and 
the delefates of a state, or any of them, at his or th^ request shall 
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be furnished with a transcript of the eaid Jotimal, except Buch parts 
as are above excepted, to lay before the l^islaturee of the aeveral 
states. 

Article X. The committee of the states, or any nine of them, shall 
be authorized to execute, in the recees of congress, auch of the powers 
of congress as the united states in congress assembled, by the con- 
sult of nine states, shall from time to time think expedient to vest 
them with; provided that no power be delegated to the said com- 
mittee, for Ihe exovise of which, by the articles of confederation, 
the voice of nine states in the congress of the united states assembled 
isrequi^te. 

Article XI. Canada acceding to this confederation, and joining in 
the measures of the united states, shall be admitted into, and entitled 
to all the advantages of this union: but no other colony shaJl be 
admitted into Ihe same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine 
states. 

Article XII. All bills of credit emitted, monies borrowed and debts 
contracted by, or under the authority of congress, before the assem- 
bling of the united states, in pursuance of the present confederation, 
shall be deemed and considerad as a charge against the united states, 
for payment and satisfaction whereof the said united states, and the 
public faith are hereby solemnly pledged. 

Article XIII. Every state shall abide by the determinations of 
the united states in congress assembled, on all questions which by 
this confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles of this 
confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the 
union shall be perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time here- 
after be made in any of them; unless such alteration be agreed to is 
a congress of the united states, and be afterwards confirmed by the 
le^slatures of every state. 

And Whereas it hath pleased the Great Governor of the World to 
incline the heari« of the legislatures we respectively represent in 
congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the said articles 
of confederation and perpetual union. Know Ye that we the under- 
signed delegates, by viri,ue of the power and authority to us given 
for that purpose, do by these presents, in the name and in behalf of 
our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm 
each and every of the said articles of confederation and perpetual 
union, and all and singular the matters and things therein contained : 
And we do further solemnly plight and ei^age the faith of our re- 
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Bpective constituents, that they shall abide by the deterniinatioiis of 
the united states in congress assembled, on all questions, which by 
the said confederation are submitted to them. And that the articles 
thereof shall be inviolably observed by the states we respectively 
represent, and that the imion shall be perpetual. In Witness whereof 
we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia 
in the state of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July, in the Year of 
our Lord one Thousand seven Hundred and Seventy-eight, and in 
the third year of the independence of America. 

JoBuh Bartlett, 
John Wentworth, j>m» 

August Sth, 1778, 
John Huicock, 
Samuel Adanu, 
Elbridge Gtary, 
Francis Dana, 
Jamee Lovell, 
Samuel Holten, 
William EUery, 
Henry Marchant, 
John ColIioB, 
lU^er Sherman, 
Samuel Huntington, 
Oliver Wolcott, 
Titua Hoemer, 
Andrew Adams, 
Ja* Duane, 
Fra: Lewie, 
W»Duer, 
Gouv* Uoiris, 
Jn* Withenpoon, 
Nath' Scudder, 
Robert Motrifl, 
Daniel Roberdeaa, 
Jon. Bayard Smith, 
William Clingar, 
Joseph Seed, 

22d July, 1778, 
Tho* UcEean, 

Feb» 22d, 1779, 
John PickiDacm, 

May 5th, 1779, 
Nicholas Van Dyke, 
John Hanson, Uarch 1, 1781, 
Daniel Cairoll, do 



On the part A behalf of the State of New Hampdiire. 



On &B part and hehalf of the State ot MaeeachusettB 
Bay. 



On the part and behalf of the Slate of Rbode-Ialand 
and Providence Plantations. 



On the part and behalf of Qte SM« of Ckmnecticut, 



On the part and behalf of the State of New Yo^ 



On tlie Fart and in Behalf of the State of New Jer- 
sey, No-rember 26tli, 1778, 



Otttlie part and behalf of the State of Fennaylmiia, 



On the part & behalf of the State of Detawant. 
On the part and behalf of the State of Haryland. 
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On the Port and Behalf of the Btete of Viqfiiua. 



On the part aod behalf of the State of North CaroliiiA. 



Ou the part and on behalf of the State vi South 



On the part and behalf of the State of Gecxpa.' 



Richaid Henry Lee, 
John Baniater, 
Thomas Adama, 
Jn?Harvie, 
Francia Lightfoot Lee, 
JohnPenn, , 

July 21flt, 1778, 
Com'Hamett, 
Jnf Wmianu, 
Henry lAurena, 
WiUiam Henry Drayton, 
}n* UathevB, 
Rich' HutBon, 
Tho* Heyward, jun'. 
Jn* Walt^m, 

24th July, 1778, 
Edw« Telfair, 
Edw* lAngworthy, 

Adjourned. 

The United States in Conobbss Asseicblbd,* 
FRIDAY, MARCH s. 1781 

The ratification of the Articles of Confederation being 
yesterday compleated by the accession of the State of 
Maiyland: 

The United States met in Congress, when the following 
members appeared : 

His excellency Samuel Huntington, del^ate for Connect- 
icut, President. 

Rhode Island and Providence Flan- 
taiumt, 
Mr. James Mitchell Varuum, 
ConnecHcui, 
Mr. Jesse Root, 
Oliver Wolcott, 

' The proceedings of this day with reepect to the ngning of the Articlee of Confeden^' 
tion, the Articlee themsplvesand the aignen are entered in the Papen q^ Ikt CcnMneiddl 
Congrtu, No. 9 (Histwy <A the Confederation), but not in the JoutdbI itself. The 
Articles are printed here bam the original roll in the Buiean of Bolls and Libnuy, 
Departmeot of State. 

' "The United Stales in Congress AsBembled " ma put at tiie head of each page of 
the Journal, iritli occadonal omiaaions, from tliis date until August 1". 



From New Bampahire, 
Mr. John SiiUivan, 
. Maaaaehueette, 

Mr. Samuel Adama, 
James LoTell, 
Artemas Ward, 
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New Tori, 
Mr. James Duane, 
William Floyd, 

New Jeney, 
Mr. John WitherBpoon, 
Abraham Clark, 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 
[Hemy] Wynkoop, 
Thomas Smith, 
Delavxtre, 
Mr. Thomas Rodney, 
Thomas McKean, 
Ji^ryland, 
Mr. John Hanson, 
Daniel Carroll, 



Virginia, 
Mr. Joseph Jones, 
James Madison, 
Theodorick Bland, 
Meriwether Smith, 
NorOi Ccavlina, 
Mr. Thomas Burke, 
William Sharpe, 
Samuel Johnston, 
SotUh Carolina, 
Mr. John Mathews, 
Thomas Bee, 
Isaac Motte, 
Georgia, 
Mr. George Walton, 
William Few, 
Richard Howly, 
Cha Thomson, Secretary.^ 

A lettCT, of 26 February, from General Washington, was 
read:" 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the frigates 
be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, from B. Stoddert, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Woj Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from the hon"* the minister pleni- 
potentiary of FrMice, was read; Whereupon,* 

Ordered, That a committee of five be appointed to confer 
with the said minister. 

* The following reBolution, in the writing of Jamea Duane, ia in tbe Papen o/ Ae 
0<mtin«ntal Congreu, No. 43, folio I8S, but does not ftppear to h»ve been offered: 

lUtolbed, That nine or more Btatei represented by two or more delegates reapectively 
are sufficient, u hvetofore, to constitute k Congrew for the dispatch of buainen. And 
tbat the sufirage of a majority of such nine or more Btat«B in Congrees ueembled Bhall 
decide all queetions except in the cnsee wherein the 9*^ article of the Confedoalion 
requires the msent of nine states. 

■ Thia letter is in the Papen o/ tJit CoTttintnbU Ctmgrtm, No. 162, X, folio 1; it is 
printed in the Wntmgt of Wathinfitim (Ford), IX, 168. 

* Thia letter is in the Papen o/ Out CoTOmenlal Ctmgrett, No. 78, XXI, folio 20. 

* Thia letter ia printed in the Diplmnatie Corrtipondttue of ihe Ameriean Revolution 
(Wharton), IV, 271. 
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The members, Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Samuel] Adams, ifr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed, to revise 
the rules of the late Congress. 

The members, 1^. [James] Duane, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bwke. 

Ordered, That Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi have leave 
of absence. 

The committee to whom were referred the letter from the 
president of the senate and speaker of the house of assembly 
of the State of New York, and the letter from Governor 
Clinton; 

The Committee to whom was r^erred the letters of Governor 
Clinton, Pierre Van Courtland &c. b^ leave to report, that in order 
to afford rehef to the State of New York and other States under 
dmilar circumstances the following resolutions will be necQBSarj: 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the respective States to 
repeal all laws now in force for making bills of credit a legal tender. 

Resolved, That the quarterly tax requested by an Act of Congress 

of the day of be considerwl as a Specie tax and that the 

bills issued by either State in pursuance of the Act of the IS*^ of March 
last be received agreable to their nominal value equal with silver 
and gold. 

Resolved, That the reepective States be authorized to issue their 
new money of the 18*" of March in exchange for old Continental Bills, 
OF - fof Quarter Mo a bof^B or CommiBflario a- Cortifio B tc a at the relative 
value between them and specie. 

Readved, That the respective States, be directed not to issue new 
bills in future, but in exchange for bills of the old emissions, or for 
the certificates before mentioned, at the current rate of exchange, 
agreeable to the relative value between them and specie. 

Resdhed, That the embai^ be taken off from the State of New 
York.' 

' This repot, in Hie writing of Tohn Snllivan, ia io the Paptrt of tie CorOiTttntat 
Ko. 20, 1, folio 365. It ia in Ibe liet of postponed raporta in No. 31, (olio 371. 
B*-T0l 19-ia IB 



.y Google 



226 Journals of Congress 

The committee on the letter, of 28 February, from Doctor 
W. Bumet; 

He Committee to whom was referred the letter of D^ William 
Burnet beg leave to report, 

That on the eleventh of April 1777 IX Bumet was elected PhysiciaQ 
and Surgeon General of the army in the eastern department, and 
continued in the exercise of that office until the new election of 
officers in the medical department on the 6"* day of October last, 
when D? Bumet was elected a Physician and Sui^eon of the Hospital, 
That by the appointment of Dr Cochran Chief Physician and Surgeon 
of the army to the Directorship of the Hospital — there is now a 
vacancy in the office of the Chief Physician and Suif^n of the army, 

Whereupon yi Committee submit the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That to morrow Congress will proceed to the election of a 
Chief Physician and Surgeon to the army.' 

The committee on the letter, of 26 February, from the 
Board of War; 

The committee on the letter, of 22 January, from Colonel 
Broadhead; 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from Colonel 
Brodhead commanding Officer at Fort Pitt of the 22'V ult. to Richard 
Peters of the Board of War, b^ leave to report that it be recom- 
mended to the executive of the State of "Virginia to permit such pro- 
visions as are or may be purchased in the upper part of that State for 
the use of the Army in tiie Western Department to be transported to 
Fort Pitt, or if the said State should not think proper to give such 
permission then that so much of the provisions purchased by order of 
the said State on the Western Waters and within the State of Penn- 
sylvania as may be absolutely necessary for the support of the Army 
under the command of Col Brodhead, be apphed for that purpose 
and that Virginia be credited for the just vedue of the same.' 

1 This report, in the writing of Theodoricfc BUnd, ie in the Paper* t^iht Continental 
Congrat, No. 19, 1, folio 471. ItwaapoBtponed, Mtlieindonament shows, and* raao- 
ludon in lieu of it paaed March 3. 

■ This repot, in the writing of Junes UitckellVamum, is in th« Paper* o/tb Cmt- 
tmmtid Cmgreu, No. 27, folio 126. The indoreement aays; "August 24, 1781, not t« 
be acted upon." 
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The committee to whom was referred the case of the hon"^ 
H. Laurens, made a prisoner on his passage to Europe, and 
said to be committed to the Tower of London on suspicion 
of high treason; and 

The Committee to whom was referred the information of the 
Honorable Henry Laurens Esq. being committed to the Tower of 
London beg leave to report, 

That they have t&kea. the Matter into their serious Consideration 
and submit to Congress the following State of Facts and Resolutiooa: 

That IP Laurens who was formerly President of Congress came 
into that Body long after the Independence of these States was 
solemnly declared and being in a high Character in their Service, and 
taken upon the high seas, instead of being treated as a Prisoner of 
War, waa sent to the Tower of London, put into close confinement, 
and by the tenor of hia commitment is pretended to be considered as a 
traitorous subject of the King of Great Britain; 

That the United States are and of Right ought to be free and inde- 
pendent, and their Citizens ought to receive the same treatment when 
taken Prisoners as the subjects of other Independent States do among 
civilized Nations, the rather that their Independence has been 
expUcitly acknowledged by one of the greatest and most enlightened 
Powers of Europe; 

That they have been in full Possession of their Independence for 
several years, which alone ought to have protected their B ubjeot B 
(Xtizens ttoxa. such cruel and barbarous Treatment as is seldom given 
but to those who are guilty of causeless and seditious Insurrections 
^jainst Law and order in general in a Qovemment formerly at peace; 

That their Independence has been acquiesced in and virtually 
acknowledged by the Court of Great Britain so far as r^ards the 
Treatment of Prisoners, and the Conduct of the War many public 
Exchanges having taken place by agreement of the Commanders in 
Chief of both armies of Soldiers, Mariners, and Citizens of all Ranks, 
and even Cartels having been settled fixing the Principles upon which 
they are still to be conducted. 

Your Committee upon these Grounds are of opinion that it is 
incumbent on the Congress of the United States speedily and strongly 
to express their Resentment against this Infraction of their Rights 
and take effectual Measures for preventing any similar conduct in 
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their enemies for the future. With this View they subniit to the 
House the following Kesolution: 

That with all possible Expedition and Secrecy be put into 

secure and close confinement treated in the very Manner that IP 
Laurens is treated, a nd t hafe - pHblie - notieo - be -s ont to tiho— e e mmwt d^ 
in ohiof of tho - Britaab r Apmio e- that unlc 9fr MF: - L a <w e Bft - iflftaknow 4edged 
to bo and tpoobod a e a priaone f of way 6bo United S taboa will inflict 

f O B ontiBont of the injury ' they ba¥e Foeoivod through ■ bhcir mia iatei^' 

The committee on the report of the Board of War on the 
case of Colonel Campbell, delivered in their several reporte.^ 

[Bepoit of the Ckimmittee on the report of the Board of War on the 
case of Col D. Campbell March 2"' 1781] 

Hiat, at the commencement of the war, he was a lieutenant upon 
half pay in the british service, which he gave up on the 17 day of 
July 1775, when lie was appointed by Congress, deputy-quartermaster- 
general of the New York department, with the rank of Colonel. That, 
on the 12 day of September 1776 he was superseded by the appoint- 
ment of Colonel Morgan Lewis to that department; soon dfter which, 
Colonel Campbell made application to Congress, and on the 13 day 
of February 1777, it was resolved "That the said Colonel Campbell 
be continued in his former pay and rank, and that he repair 
directly to the Commissioners for auditing and settling the accounts 
of the Northern Army and settle with them the accounts of his late 
department." 

That since passing the said resolution, Colonel Campbell has been 
upon no service in the Army, and six months' attendance on the 
Commissioners were fully sufficient for settling his accounts, Colonel 
Campbell supposing he had rank but no command, which your Com- 
mittee are of opinion was continued to him by the act of Congress 
of the 13 of January 1777. The following resolution is therefore 
submitted: 

• This report, in the vriting of John Witherepoon, ia in the Paptrt of the ContaunUal 
Congrai, No. 19, III, folio 417. The indoTsement shows it was poetponod and my»i 
"Auguat 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." 

* A letter, of March 1, from John Paul Jonee was read this day, as the indoaemeDt 
atatee. It is iu the Papv* of the ContinmUU Omgrttt, No. 168, folio 471 
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Thai Colond Donald Campbell be considered from the 13 day of 
August 1777 as a retiring Officer upon half pay, and be entitled to 
receive the like emolument with other reduced Officers.* 

Motion by Mt Sullivan Seconded by 

That Congress be adjourned to the first day of June next and that a 
com*" of one member from each State be appointed to form a Com" 
of the United States. 

Passed in the negative.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Ciock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 17S1 

Mr. [George] Clymer, a delegate for Pensylvania, attended, 
and took bis Beat. 

The report of the committee on the letter of 26 Feb- 
ruary, from the Board of War, respecting the removal of the 
Coaveniion priBoners, was taken into consideration; and 
thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Convention prisoners, as well in the 
State of Maryland as Virginia, be removed; the British to 
Yorktown, and the Germans to Lancastertown, in the State 
of Pensylvania; or such other place or places within the 
said State as the executive thereof diall direct: and that it 
be, and hereby is recommended to the executive of the State 
of Virginia, to superintend the removal, safe keeping and 
supply of the Germans to Noland'a ferry, on Potomac river; 
from which place it is recommended to the executive of the 
State of Maryland to superintend their removal, safe keeping 
and supply to the borders of that State, and to continue 
their guard to Lancaster, the State of Pensylvania fur- 
niahing the necessary supplies; that it be, and is also rec- 

t This report, in tlie writing oi Geoige Walton, ie in the Paper* of tht Contuunlal 
Congrm, No. 147. VI. tollo 81. 

■ This motion, in tbe writing of duktlea TboBUOO and dated Haich 2, 1781, is in Ute 
PaptT» of the Omimmtal Congrm, No. 86, IV, loUo 417. 
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ommended to the State of Maryland to provide a guard, 
and furnish the supplies for the Convention prisoners to be 
removed from Fredericktown to Yorktown, the guard to 
continue on to Yorktown, but the supplies, after entraing 
Peosylvania, to be furnished by that State: that the 
executive of the State of Pensylvania, be, and hereby is 
requested to order the supplies agreeably to the above resolu- 
tions, and make the necessary preparations for the reception 
of the prisoners at the towns or places assigned as aforesdd; 
and upon their arrival at those places respectively, the Board 
of War take order for their future security and supply.' 

The report of the committee on the letter of the 28th 
February from Dr. W. Biimet, was taken into consideration; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Dr. James Craik, chief hospital physician 
and sui^eon, be, and he is hereby appointed chief physician 
and surgeon of the army, in the room of Dr. J. Cochran, 
elected director of the ho^itaJ; and that Monday next be 
assigned for electing a chief hospital physician and surgeon, 
in the room of Dr. Craik, removed to the aimy.^ 

The report of the committee on the letters from Governor 
Clinton, and the president of the senate and speaker of the 
house of assembly of New York was taken into considera- 
tion, and, after debate; 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY. MARCH 5, 1781 

A letter, of 27 February, from General Washington, was 
read:' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

'TIuBi«port,uiUiewri(aiigof Joseph Icmes, is in the Pa]Mr(o/(Aa OontinaUal Con- 
gnu, No. 27, folio 123. 

' This report, in the writing of Abnham CUdc, in in the Paptn ef At Oantimtntai 
Congrtu, No. 10, 1, foUo 473. 

* Thi« letter in in the Paper* q/' tJ^ CnUin«nlaI Omgra^ No. U7, VI, faUo 265. 
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A letter, of 4, from the hon** the minister of France, was 
read, enclosing a letter from Tronson de Jardin, brother to 
the late Tronson du Coudray: ' 

Ordered, That it be referral to the Board of TreSBniy. 

A memorial of Ebenezer Greene was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasmy. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [George] Walton, 
a del^ate for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, conomissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twenty thousand 
dollars of the old emissions, for which the said State of 
Georgia is to be accountable; ' 

That on the appUcation of the inspectors of the press, a 
warrant issue on the treasurer in their favour, for five thou- 
sand dollars of the old emissions, to defray the contii^nt 
expenses of their office, and for which simi the said inspectors 
are to be accountable.* 

A report from the Boaiti of War was read ; Whereupon, 
Wab Office, FeV £8. 1781. 

Coi^ress having resolved that Cap' O'Neil be entitled to one year's 
pay in bills of the new emission, it was presumed that the matter of 
procuring Uie money lay of course with the Treasury Board, but aa 
we are informed the Gentlemen of that Board are of opinion that the 
Board of War should draw a warrant on the Pay Master General for 
the pay wMch by a former Resolution of Congress we are restricted 
from doing. We therefore submit the matter to the decision of Con- 
gress, who will in either case determine, 

That tiie Treasory board be directed to report a warrant in favor 
of Captain O'Neil for one year's pay in bills of the new emissions, to 
wluch he is entitled by the resolution of Congress of the 21" instant, or 

1 A tnoolation <A thia lettar, in the writing of Charlee Thomaon, ia in the Paper* of 
&e CoiUinenial Cmgrm, No. 136, V, folio 171. 

* Thia memorial ia in the Pajtva of Ihe ContinenUd Congnn, No. 138, V, folio 156. 

* Thifl report is in the Papen q^ tht CtmliTieTUal Congrttt, No. 136, V, folio 139. 
*11iie lepart ia in the Papen of ihe OmtinoUol Congnu, No. 136, V, folio 141. 
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Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favour of Captain O'Neil, for one 
year's pay in bills of the new emissions, to which he is 
entitled by the resolution of Congress of the 21 of last month, 
the resolve of the 4th of January last notwithstanding.' 

A report of the Board of War, on a letter from N. Barber, 
commissary of military stores at Boston, was read, repre- 
senting his desire to resign; Whereupon, 

At a Board op Wab Feb' 28* 1781 

Present Mr Petere Gen. Ward Gen. Cornell. 

The Board taking into consideration the letter from Nathaniel 
Barber Junior CommisBary of Military Stores at Beaton herewith, 
transmitted, Beg leave to represent 

That Mr Borher has always appeared to be a faithful attentiTe 
officer, and has served in the Department from the commencement 
of tlie War. That the business at the post now being reduced to a 
small compass, and he having expressed a desire to resign it seems 
proper for Congress to resolve, 

Resolved, That the resignation of Nathaniel Barber, com- 
missary of military stores at Boston, in the State of Massa^ 
chusetts, be accepted: 

That N. Barber be entitled to receive a similar allowance 
for past services, with other officers of the like station in the 
department of military stores; 

That it be, and hereby is recommended to the executive 
of the State of Massachusetts, to advance to Nathaniel 
Barber on account, two hundred and two dollars, in bills 
of the new emission, being three months' pay, and charge 
■Uie same to the United States of America.* 

A letter, of 15 February, from Major General Greene; and 

A letter, of 26 February, from Governor Jefferson, were 
read.' 

' Thia report in in the Paptrt of Ihe Conlxnentdl Ctmgreu, No. 14S, I, folio 321. 
1 Thifl report is in the Papen of tA« CotUinmtal Congre**, No. 147, VI, tolio 221. 
'Greene'sletteriain thePap«rio/tA«ContOTne(aIO7n0ntt,No.l56,I,folio677; the 
^iginia letter is in No. 71, II, folio 40. 
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Accordii^ to the order of the day, Coi^resa proceeded to 
the election of a chief phyBiciau and surgeon of the hospital, 
in the room of Dr. Oaik, removed to the army; and, the 
ballots being taken, Dr. William Burnet was elected, having 
been previonsly nominated by Mr. [John] Witherspoon.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 1781 

A letter, of 1, from General Washington, was read, enclos- 
ing a lettOT, of 26 February, from the governor of Connect- 
ieut: " 

Ordered, That the letter from the governor of Connecticut 
be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 3, from T. Pickering, quartermaster general, 
was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

A petition of John Connor was read; * Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty give orders to the 
commissary of prisoners to discharge from confinement John 
Goodwin, master, Daniel Leary, mate, John 
i^mKI" " Young, Jeremy Bryan, Bartholomew Bryan, 
John French, mariners, and two boys, the crew of 
the Brig Elizabeik, committed as prisoners of war at the 
instance of the naval officer of Pennsylvania, they ^ving 
such security as the Board shall judge proper, to render 
themselves respectively when and wheresoever they may be 
required by the Court of Admiralty, and not to do or attempt 

' A letter of March 3, btaa the Board of War, reepectiiig the clothing department 
ma read, accordiiig to the indonemeat. It is in Qxe Papen of the CimtmenbU Con- 
frm. No. 148, I, folio 326. 

' Waihington'a letter Ii in the Paperi of Oit CoiUinmtal Cangreu, No. 162, X, folio 5; 
tbe Connecticut letter ie in No. 66, II, folio 182. 

•This letter ie in the Paperi of the Contmeatal Congrtt$, No. 192, folio 49. 

* This petition, dated Much C, 1781, ia in the Paper* tf the Continemal Congrttt, 
No. 42, II, folio 96. 
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anything to the prejudice of the United States of America 
or any of them. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to devise 
and report the mode of appointing courts for the trial of 
piracies and felonies committed on the high seas. 

The members, Atf. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

In pursuance of the order of the 9th of February last, the 
Board of Treasury laid before Congress " a state of the arrear- 
ages of the pubhc taxes previous to the resolution of the 
18 March, 1780, and the quotas of the respective states in 
consequence of that resolution;" together with a report 
respecting the same: 

TsEASUBT OmcE, March 5, 1781. 

To cany into effect the Resolution of Congress of the 28th ult. for 
the Payment of Contracts for Shot and Shells entered into by the 
Board of War and for other Futpoaes, the Board of Treasury beg 
leave to submit the follo^nng Resolution: 

Resolved, That Bills of Exchange be drawn under the Direction of 
the Board of Treasury on the Minister Flenipotentiaiy of the Umt«d 
States of America at the Court of VersaiUes, at ax months' Eoght, 
for 55,333i dollars, at 4/6 the dollar, to be paid to the Board of War 
to enable them to fulfill their E^agementa for iha aforesaid Shot 
and Shells. 

To comply as far as posfflble with Hm Resolution of Congrees of 
the 9 ult. the Board beg leave to present to them a State of the 
Arrearages of the public Taxes, previous to the Resolution of the 
18 of March last, and the Quotas of the respective States in Con- 
sequence of that Resolution. It is to be observed that it would seem 
the Quota for the Month of April, 1781, ought not to have been 
induded, as it is by tiie aforesaid Act of the 18 of March last; for it 
will appear by the present Return that it carries the sum of ten 
millions of dollars, beyond the whole of the Emisdons of the old 
Currency — the Board on this supposition in their orders to the 
Superintendanta of the Press for tlwir respective Quotas of the New 
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Money have excluded it, and when the several Quotas of the States 
are completed agreeably to their Orders as aforesaid, the abrogate 
sum will be but one hundred and ninety-five millions. 

The Board beg leave to observe, that the want of proper and 
punctual Ketums from many of the Comnusaoners of the Loan 
Offices occasions great embarrassments in the pubhc accoimta, and 
disappoints the Desires of Congress in receiving the Information they 
require. 

The Board have done every Thing in their Power to cause the 
Commisffloners to 'perform their duty; but while the Incapacity of 
some puts it out of their Power to comply mth the Directions of 
the Board, and the Inattention and N^ect of others is pennitted, 
Congress must unavoidably remain uninformed of a true State of 
their Finances.* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a Committee of the 
Whole. 

Oa motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [Jesse] 
Root, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report to the United 
States in Congress assembled, the commissioners of the loan 
oflBces in the several states who have neglected to make 
proper returns to the Board of Treasury, agreeably to orders 
given them for that purpose. 

On motion of the delegates for the State of Delaware, 

Resolved, That Samuel Patterson and John Thompson, 
esquires, be appointed commissioners on the part of the United 
States of America, either of them to indorse the bills that 
shall be emitted by the State of Delaware, pursuant to the 
act of Congress of the 18 day of March, 1780. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [Thomas] McKean: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee to whom 
WCTe referred the proceedings of the convention of sundry 
states met at Hartford. 

> This raport ia in the Paper* of lit ContirurUal Congrttt, No. 136, V, folio 14S. 
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A motion was made by the delegates of Fensylvania, 
relative to the Convention prisoners; 

That the German Prisoners now in Vu^inia or Maryland be re- 
moved to Connecticut or to some other State Eastward of Pennsyl- 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee, 
Mr. [Daniel] Carroll. 

On motion of Mr. [Jesse] Root, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 

Ordered, That Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday in every ' 
week be assigned for the subject of finance, until the United 
States in Congress assembled, shall have come to a final 
decision on that subject; and that on those days the busi- 
ness be entered upon immediately after reading the Journal. 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Jesse] Root: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to pre- 
pare a plan to invest the United States in Congress assembled 
with full and explicit powers for effectually carrying into 
execution in the several states all acts or resolutions passed 
agreeably to the Articles of Confederation.' 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [James] 
Duane, Mr. [James] Madison. 

The report of the committee on the letters, from Governor 
Chnton and from the president of the senate and speaker of 
the house of assembly of the State of New York, was taken 
into confflderation, and, after some time spent thereon: 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to Morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

1 Thia motioD, in the writing of Oliver Wolcott, is in the Papen qf Ae CbntmaOal 
Oongrat, No. 20, 11, folio 118. 

* The folbwing undated reaolution, in the writing of Junes Uitchdl Vamum, ie in 
the Papert oj tfc« QmtJnentoi Ccmgrtu, No. 24, folio 33: 

'Bxtol'Btd, That a committee be appointed to digest nich additional articleg to the 
Act of Confederation to be exercised during the war at ahall be diiemed i 
be proposed to the respective states for their ratification. 
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from J. Ross; and 

A letter, of the 6, from Tfaeop. Gardner and Pat. Ferral^ 
were read. 

A memorial of Francis Hagan, a physician and sui^on in 
the hospital, was read; Whereupon,' 

The r^ort of the committee, appointed to report a proper 
compensation for the staff of the army in consequence of the 
depreciation of the currency, and to whom was referred a 
paper containing instructions to the delegates of Massa- 
chusetts, was called for; and, Thereupon, 

Resolved, That the officers in the several staff departments 
who have served under Congress with the army, or any 
detachment of the army, and who were engaged for three 
years or during the war, and were in service on the tenth day 
of April last, or who have since engaged or shall hereafter 
engage during the war, and who have been on certain wag^ 
or monthly pay, shall, so soon as the state of the public 
finances will admit, have the depreciation, accruii^ on their 
original pay after the time of their respective entry into office, 
made good; and that all additions to the pay ori^nally 
assigned to the office, and all the money and articles hereto- 
fore paid or furnished or hereafter to be paid or furnished by 
Congress or the states or any of them as for pay, subsistance 
or to compensate for deficiencies, shall be deemed as ad- 
vanced on account; 

That the Board of War certify what officers in the staff 
are entitled to the benefit of the above resolution, and that 
none shall be considered as entitled to the compensation for 
the depreciation afores^d but those who shall obtain such 
certificates." 

1 Bosb'b letter u in the Papen of the Continmua Congntt, No. 78, XIX, (olio 336; 
Gardner uiii Ferrall'H ia in No. 78, X, folio 303; Hagan'a memorial is in No. 4], IV, 
(olio ITS. 

' This report, in the writing of Thomas Burke, is in the Papen of the Om^'omtdl 
Congreu, No. 21, folio 250. 
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A report from the Board of Treasmy was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeastjbt Omcs, March 6^, 1781. 
The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [James] Duane, 
one of the del^ates for the State of New York, a warrant 
issue in bis favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for 
twenty thousand dollars of the old emissions, for which the 
said State of New York is to be accountable; 

That upon the application of Mr. Wplliam] Floyd, a dde- 
gate for the said State of New York, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for fifteen 
thousand dollars of the old emissions, for which the said 
State of New York is to be accountable; 

The Board having consdered the Applicationa from the Commit 
sioners of the Chambers of Accounts at the Treasury and Joseph 
Carieton Secy to the Board of War and Pay Master to the Board of 
War and Ordnance inclosing Estimates of Necessaries immediately 
wanted in their Offices respectively and conceiving the same india- 
pensibly necessary beg leave to report, 

That the following warrants issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner aforesaid: one in favour of Joseph Carieton, pay- 
master to the Board of War and Ordnance, for ten thousand 
dollars of the old emissions, to defray the contingent ex- 
pences of the office, and for which he is to be accountable; 
and another in favour of John L. Clarkaon, clerk to the 
Board of Treasury, for ten thousand dollars of the old emis- 
sions to defray the contingent expences of the treasury 
office, and for which sum he is to be accountable;^ and 
Tbeasukt Offiok, March 5*», 1781. 

The Board of Treasury having considered the Letter of the 27*" of 
February last from Mr. Jonathan Biyaa referred to them by Con- 
gress beg leave to report, 

Q the Paper* of the Continmlal Oungrai, No. 136, 
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another in favour of Jonathan Biyan for one hundred and 
ninety-three dollars and one-third of a dollar specie, equal 
to forty-three pounds ten shillings sterling, which added to 
a like sum received by the order of the Board of Treasury, 
of the 29 of Novanber, 1780, on account, in compliance with 
a resolution of Congress, of the 25 of the same month, is in 
full for two boats furnished by the said Jonathan Bryan for 
the use of the army service in the southern department. 

The Board further report, upon the Letter of Benjamin Stoddert, 
late Secretary in the War Office referred the 2" inst.; 

That Mr. Stoddert's Claims against the Publick being of a special 
nature cannot be settled at the Treasury.' 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasiuy, at their request, be 
dischai^d of the letter, of 2, from B. Stoddert, and that it 
be referred to a committee of three. 

The members, Mr. [James MitcheU] Vamum, Mr. [William] 
Few, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll." 

1 Thia report ia in the Faptn of the Cbnttnentol Conffrtu, No. 136, V, folio 143. 

I Tiie committee made the following report, in the irritiog of James Uitchell Vamum, 
but it does not appear to have been acted npoo. It ia in the Paptrt of tiit ConliTiental 
Congrm, No. 78, XXI, folio 33: 

The Committee to wbtnu was referred the Letter of Stoddard, beg Liberty to 

report the following Reaolutiona— (Viz) 

Raolved, That all officers in the Line of Qie federal army who have been regularly 
discharged from the Service, by l^eir RengnatioDB being accepted by CoDgreea, the 
Commander in Chief, or the Commander of a sepemte Department, since the first day 
of January A. D. 1777, beintitled to Depreciation upon their Wages, in Uie same man' 
ner as Officers retiring as Supernninerariea. 

Rttolved, That the Legislatures of the respective States be requested to cause the 
Accompis of all Officers of the forgoing Description formerly belonging to the Line 
of their States, to be adjusted, and transmit the Batlancee due to each, up to the Time 
of Discharge fnmi the Army, to the Board of War. 

Ruolved, Upon the Ballances being finally liquidated, certificates shall be issued, 
payable to tlie Peieons in whoee favor they shall be drawn, or Order, on or before the 
first Day of January A. D. 1784, with an Intereet of six per cent per annum from the 
Time when such Ballances became due. 

Raolved, That the Depreciation of Officers not attached to tlie Line of any particular 
State, be adjusted by the Board of Treasury. 

Rttolved, That the Table of Depreciation adopted by Congnes up to the Eighteenth 
Day of March A. D, 1780, be considered as the Standard of Computation, and that the 
Ballances be ascertained in Specie Dollars. 
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A report from the Board of War was read, enclosing two 
letters from the governor of Maryland : 

Wae Office March 6, 1781 
Sm, 

The Board beg leave to lay before Congress a letter received from 
his Excellency Governor ]jee of Maryland. The Gentleman who ia 
proposed aa the subject of the appointment was a Captain in the late 
Rawlins's regiment and received from the State the appointment of 
Lieutenant Colonel of their additional lament after hia having 
resigned hia Captaincy. He never did any duty in the regiment 
which was broke up and the Non Conmuasioned Officers and privates 
drafted into their old regimenta. As the case is aomewhat singular 
and may establish a precedent if the request of the executive of 
Maryland ia complied with, the Board thou^t it best to have the 
sense of Congress thereupon for their govemment. 

We also enclose for the directions of Congress to us copy of a letter 
from Governor Lee requesting commissions for four companies of 
Artillery. As the resolves of Congress respecting the arrangements of 
the present Army do not take notice of such a corps we have informed 
the Qovemor that we cannot comply with his desire without the 
express orders of Congress.' 

Footnote — Con tinued . 

The foUowing motion, in the writing of John Sullivui, undated, is in the Paprn of 
t&e CaniinmUd C<mgre*i, Ho. Z6, IV, folio 371: 

Raolved, That all officers and Soldiara who are now serving or who have Served in 
the anny of the United StAtee not having been annexed to the line of any State or 
had their depreciation made up. Such of them as belong to any {wrticular State ahall 
have theii depreciation made np by such States iMpecldvely upon the principles 
adopted by tham in Settling with the Troops of their respective States; and that such 
M are not Inhabitants of either of these United States diall have their Depreciation 
paid them out of the publick TreAsury upon the same principles as the nine was made 
up to Qie Troops of Hazen's B«giment. 

Raolvtd, That the Depreciation in the Department of the Adjutant and the In- 
spect4« General be Settled upon the same principle and paid out of the Treasury of 
the United Slates. 

1 This reptxt is in the Papert <^Ae Omtmentol Congnu, No. 147, VI, folio 269. A 
letter of March 8 hom the Board of War wae a« follows. It is on folio 263: 

Inareporton thesabjectotLtCol Lawson Smith's CcxnmiadoQ we from a misappre- 
hennon infwmed Congress " 7%i( he never did any duty tn the rtgimerU." We luve 
been since infonned that Colonel Smith marched with the raiment and joined Qie 
Southtfn Anny. We think it our duty to mention this to Congress lest any mistake 
of ours should have influence in the determination upon that Gentlemou'H case. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Daniel] Carroll, Mr. [Theodorick] 
Bland, Mr. [Jam«i Mitchell] Vamum. 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant in favour 
of Captain Andrew Nixon of the first regiment of light 
dragoons, on the paymaeter general, for three months' pay 
and subsistance equal to one hundred and eighty dollars in 
the biUs emitted xmder the act of Congress of the 18 March, 
1780, on account, the resolution of the 4 January notwith- 
standing. 

And whereas the Board of War have represented, that 
it hath been too much a practice of the conmianding ofhcers 
of re^ments, to send their officers to this place on commands 
that are out of the line of their duty, which is not only ex- 
pensive to the public and the officers, but appears to the 
Board altogether unnecessary: 

That the Board be infonned the United States in Cor^ress 
assembled, highly disapprove such practice; and that the 
Board take measures not only to discourage it in future, but 
that all such officers join their respective corps immediately. ' 

A letter, of 6, from the Board of War, was read, enclosing 
a letter of 20 May, 1780, from Messrs. Penet A Co., whereby 
it appears that the contract entered into with them for the 
manufacturing of arms, is entirely at an end, from a failure 
on their part.' 

The consideration of the report of the committee on the 
letters from Governor Clinton, Ac, was resumed; and, after 
debate; 

> Thia report ia in the Paptnoflht Contmenlal Ctmgnu, No. 147, VI, folio 236. 
»Thia letter ia in the Papen of the ContiTimtal Cfmgrtu, No. 147. VI, folio 227. 
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Wab Office Marek (?» 1781 
Sib. 

The Board in conBidering the reference with which they were 
honored by Congress on General Washingtons letter of the 27"' ultimo 
b^ leave to observe that on the 15 day of February last an estimate 
for mounting and equipping Sheldons and Moylans Le^onary Coipa 
amounting to 115,957) dollars of the new emission was reported to 
Congress. The enclosed eetimate amounting to 51,464 dollars in the 
same money contains such pftrt of the former estimate as is wanted 
for Moylans legion and unless that sum can be furnished the Board 
concave it is not in thmr power to give any orders for equipping those 
Cavalry that can be executed.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, MARCH 8, 1781 

The Board of Admiralty delivered in a report, which was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a conumttee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [William] 
Sbarpe, Mr. [James] Duane. 

llie committee on the letter, of 24 February, from E. 
Forman; 

The committee on General Washington's letter, of 20 
Deceml)er, 1780; and 

The Committee to iriiom Gen' Washington's letter of the 20"' of 
December was referred beg leave to refmrt the following resolutions — 

Resi^ived, That Battallion promotions in the Infantry, to the rank 
of Commanding Officer inclusive, vrfiere such Battallion is annexed to 
any State, shall be in the Line of such State; 

lliat m Regiments of Infantry not annexed to particular States, 
promotions to the rank of Commanding Officer inclusive, be Re^- 
mental; 

■ TUs report is in the Papers t^tiie CtmHaental Congreu, No. 147, TI, folio 239. It 
WM read on this day, as the indorsement indicktea. A fuithei indorsement Mys: 
"Auguatajf, 1781, not to be acted upon." 

A letter of Febniaiy 23^ from Major Genenl Steuben to the Boaid of War waa read 
on this day, the indcKsement stalee. It is in the Paptn 0/ Iht Contina^l Congrm, 
No. 164, folio 218. 
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llut RflgimeDtal promotions in the Artillray to iha rank of Com- 
manding Officer inclusive, shall be in the Une of Artillery at lai^e; 

That Regimental promotions in the Cavalry to the rank of Com- 
manding Officer iaclusiTB, shall be in the Line of Cavalry at large. 

With respect to promoting Battallion Officers to the rank of Brigsr 
diers, your Committee b^ leave to r^ort as their opinion, lliat such 
promotions if confined to States that furnish one or more Brigades, 
will exclude the smaller States, and of course destroy all pretensions 
to promotions by officers of such States, whatever may be their pre- 
tensions prising from seniority. That permitting them to take place 
among the States in rotation will be no lees injurious. And that 
promotions from the eldest BattaUion Officers in the Army, will not 
only be injurious to officers belonging to the larger States, but will 
have a tendency to place troops coming from one extreme of the 
Continent under the command of a Brigadier coming from another, 
who cannot be so well acquainted with the temper and disDosition of 
the Troops as an officer taken from among themselvea. 

To prevent these inconveniences, your Committee have thought 
proper to confine the promotion of Brigadiers to certain districts, in 
each of which, Brigadiers when wanting shall be m^de from the 
Senior Battallion Officer of that district, without r^ard to any pu^ 
tjcular State. And they beg leave to submit the following Resolu- 
tion, viz. 

Betdbeed, Diat so far as respects the promotions of Battallion 
Officers to the rank of Brigadiers, the States of New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts be considered as making four Brigades 

Rhode Island and Connecticut two Brigades 

New York, New Jersey and Hazen's Regiment two Brigades 

Pennsylvania two Brigades 

Delaware and Maryland, two Brigades 

Virginia and North Carolina four Brigades 
« South Carolina and Oeoi^ia one Brigade 

Resolved, That whenever a Brigadier shaU be wanting for the Troops 
of eithra of those districts, he shall be made from the senior Battallion 
Officer, without regarding the State to which he belongs; 

Resohed, That in the Cavalry and Artillery, Brigadiers shall be 
made from the eldest R^^ment^ Officers in those Corps respectively; 

Resolved, Thai Major Generals shall be made from the eldest 
Brigadiers in the army, whether belonging to the Infantry, CaTaliy 
or Artillery ; 
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Besolmd, That all Br^odierB hereafter made, shall take reUtiTe 
rank agreeable to the date of their last Battallion CommisBlons; 

Beaohed, That Tench Til^unan recaive the conuniasion of lieuten- 
ant Colonel to take rank from the day of 

Beaolved, That Doctor McHenry receive the ooDuniaaion of Major 
to take rank from the day of 

Beaolved, That officers not annexed to any Line, serving in the 
family of the Commuider in Chief, and those serving aa Aids de Camp 
with other gen«^ officers, retain the same rank they now hold, and 
shall be entitled to promotion when thfiy become the ddest officers 
of that Rank in the Line of the Army. 

Bo telv e d Th a t offiow B *et U » o ed- by the l ate a waagwa ei iti may iifr<^ 
tiimn pr r rrim w t n t Ji n fin i t i rtn j n f i T nn j n n¥t^ ni w nhnn g r nn m rnifyiinnn 
wiriwrfi ee ip of tb e-fla me ^ t a tei -a nd - of 't heB a me tank ' in the a imy undey 



Beaolved, That Volunteen serving one cunpaign, may with the 
approbation of the Commander in Chief, receive Brevet Commissions 
in the lowest grade of subalterns, not to recuve pay till placed in 
command, and shall not be oititled to half pay for life, (ill annexed 
to some Line. 

All officers not connected with Corps, and now entitled to rank in 
the army by this arrangement, shall be oonsiderad as reduced and 
recave half pay, so long as they reside within the United States, or 
owe allegiance to the same. 

Beaohed, That the Commander in Chief may employ such reduced 
officers as he shall think proper in the military staff, or in the Inspec- 
tors Department, who are constantly to attend their duty in the army. 

Beaolved, That all officers who are Hostages, and are liable to be 
called for by the enemy, and are not continued in the line of any 
State shall be entitled to their full pay until redeemed, and to half 
pay for life afterwards in the same manner as officers of equal rank 
reduced by the late arrangement; and that it be recommended to 
the respective States, in the Line of which they were at the time of 
their becoming Hostages, to make good to them their depreciation, 
and also to pay them such sums as are, or may become due to them, 
and charge the same to the United States. 

Beaolwd, That Col. Dayton of the Jersey Line be promoted to the 
Tank of Biigadier in the army of the United States.* 

"nuB raport, in the miting of John SnUivkn, is In tba Paptn of tht ContmmUU 
No. IB, VI, folio 337. 
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The committee on Major Genra^ Greene's letter; deliv- 
ered in their respective reports. 

The United States in Congress assembled wa*e reeolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and after some time the 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews re- 
ported that the committee have had under consideration 
the letter and papers to them referred, but not having come 
to a coQcluuon desire leave to sit again: 

IN COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

On the subject of finance. 

Papers read. — The letter of T. Pickering, quartermaster 
general, March 3, 1781, on the subject 
of salary and certificates, payable in 
specie or other money equivalent. 
Resolulion, August 23, 1780, respecting 
issuing certificates. 
" S^t. 25, Explaining eqaivalent. 
" " 26, Reconsidered. 
" Nov. 22, Recommitted.^ 
Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, to consider farther the letter from T. 
Pickering, quartermaster general, and other papers on 
finance. 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, MARCH g, 1781 

A memonal of Charles Phile was read; ' Whereupon, 
Resolved, That the order, of the 6, to the Board of Admi- 
ralty, to give orders for discharging from confinement, John 

' Thia mcmonuidnm of proceedlnp wm entered only in the mmuacript Secret 
lonnutl. No. 8. 

* This memcriali ditod Haich 8, 1781, ia in the Papen 0/ Oit Oonifaarial Oontrtu, 
No. 41, VIIX, lotto U8. 
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Goodwin and otJiers theran motioned, on c^rtun condi- 
tions, be and hereby ia repealed. 

On motion of Mr. S nUiyftn [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. Mttthow B [Richard] Howly: 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 7th, respecting a com- 
pensation for the staff of the army, be reconadered and re- 
committed. 

The report of the committee on General Washington's 
letter, of 20th, was read: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee 
consult the Commander in Chief on the subject. 

The report of the committee on Major General Greene's 
lett^ was taken into consideration, and thereupon the fol- 
lowing resolutions were passed: 

The United States in Congress assembled, considering it 
as a tribute due to distinguished merit to give a public appro- 
bation of the conduct of Brigadier GenertJ Moi^an, and of 
the officers and men under his command, on the 17tb day of 
January last; when with eighty cavalry, and two hundred 
and thirty-seven infantry of the troops of the United States, 
and five hundred and fifty-three militia from the States of 
Vii^nia, North Carolina, South Cfffolina, and GeCH^, he 
obtained a complete and important victoiy over a select and 
well appointed detachment of more thasi eleven hundred 
British troops, commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Tarleton; 
do therefore reeolve. 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assembled, 
be given to Brigadier GenenJ Morgan, and the officers and 
men under his command, for their fortitude and good conduct, 
displayed in the action at the Cowpens, in the State of South 
Carolina, on the 17th of January last: 

That a Medal of Gold be presented to Bri^ Qen' Mc«^|^ repre- 
senting on one side the action aforesaid particularising his numbers, 
the numbers of the enem^, the numbws of killed, wounded and 
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priaonerB and his trophies witiifehe - inBOPiption potria ' Tirtuta a [unde- 
cipherable], and on the other side bia bvw t with his nMne and this - 
iD S erip t iooi ■ Ip ae - a ein e n the figure of the Qeneral on horseback lead- 
ing on his troops in pursuit of the flying enemy, with this motto in 
the Exergue SeitHB gortun a- J ayat Virtus UniUa Vtdet. 

That a medal of gold be presented to Brigadier General 
Morgan, and a medal of diver to Lieutenant Colonel W. 
Washington, of the cavaliy, and one of silver to Lieutenant 
Colonel Howard, of the infantry of the United States; sever- 
ally with emblems and mottos descriptive of the conduct of 
those officers respectively on that memorable day: 

That a sword be presented to Colonel Kckens, of the 
militia, in testimony of his spirited dooioivo and mngn ^a- 
fiae«» conduct in the action before mentioned: 

Resolved, that a sword be presented to Lieutenant Colonel Howard 

of the infantoy, and one also to Lieutenant Colonel Washington of 

....--.tfc^ ^B Cavalry of the fedeinl nimy eaoht that theif name s 

m a y - b e tmnamittod - honou gftb ly -t o - yi B b e wty ronowned 

fe r- pnblio yirtuo- a nd as testimonies of the h^ sense entertained by 

Congress of th^ martial accomplishments. 

That Major Edward Giles, aid-de-camp of Brigadier Gen- 
eral Moigan, have the brevet commission of a major; and that 
Baron de Glaabeech, who served with Brigadier General 
Morgan as a volunteer, have the brevet commission of cap- 
tun in the army of the United States; in consideration of 
their merit and services. 

Ordered, That the commanding officer in the southern 
depu^ment, commimicate these resolutions in general 
orders. 

R m oI m j t hat -> ^el d - m e dal b e ■ py ea wi te d-te -- Li e o te Baat< ! ol e nd 
William - H e w a rd - of - the infcmtty - of - th e -a wny -e f th e Uait e i S t ates 
f e pF sae nting on e a e tddc - tb e e bwg e e M e red a nd oondn e t e d by him 
in -t ha t 'e iiti e al m e m e nt - when - tbe -e n e my w e ro thwwB into dioofd e p 
w i A - thia ina e rip t io n * 

' Thia tepc^ in tha writing of a dwk, except the last pantgnpb, irtiich is ia th* 
writing of Thonas finrke, ia in the Papen of (A« Continmtal Congntt, No. 19, IV, 
olio IW. On foUo 178, In Burke's writing, is tbe following: 
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A report &om the Board of Admiralty was read: 

Ord^^, TTiat the committee appointed to confer with the 
hon*^ the Minister of France be and hereby are instructed 
to confer with him relative to the destination of the frigate 
Ariel. 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wae OmcB March 8^. 1781 

SlE, 

It is with reluctuice the Board so often trouble Congress on busi- 
aess that first blush appear to be under their particular direction, 
but when it is considered that there is no Financier to report to, as 
directed in the present sjetem, and that the Board have not the 
means for transportation in theii hands, the; flatter themselves Con- 
gress will pardon their frequent applications, the more especially as 
they are conscious their ctHiduct is dictated by no other motive, than 
a zeal for the pubhc good, and upon the forgoing principle, do them- 
selves the honor to lay before Congress a letter from Colonel Febiger, 
with the estimate aforesaid and b^ leave to observe, that if the 
waggons are hired, it will take at least three months for them to go 
and return at 25/ each per day in the new bills, which is the least 
sum they can be hired for, and will amount to 1,500 dollars; one 
third of which sum must be advanced before they will leave the City, 
to which there will be the additional ezpence of forage and ehoeing 
of horses &c which expences are so uncertain, that it is imprac- 

The Committae to w)kom was leconuniUed Qie paragnph ol the Tep<»l leUtive to 
L' Col* Howard and Washington reptot, 

Th&t a>Hedal of Silver be presented to L* Col Howard repreaenting on one aide the 
enemy's Aimy Just thrown into diBordec by the fire from the line under hig Comnuuid, 
and the latter uutantly charging, victory hovering over both Armies and droppii^ a 
branch of Laurel to be instantly snatched by Lt Colonel Howard, with this Motto — 

On the other ride this inacripdoo — 

"In honor of the prompt and decisive conduct atfijillaalfj of L* Col Howard in 
the Kljiia n i U hB victory obtained at the Cowpens 17'^ of January 1781." 

That a Hedal of Silver be p i 'w on ted to L* Col Waehington repremnting on one ride, 
the charge made by him on the enamy'a Cavalry, they wheeling, he chaigingi under 
bia party the figures 80 under the enemy 260, with this Motto.— 

Virtuit non Hvrntrit tuM 

On the othet side this inscriptJon 

"In honor of the gallaat behavioui of L* Ool W" Washington in the Action of IT^^ 
January 1781," 
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ticabl« for the Board to fonu &n eetimate of with aoj kind of pre- 
cision, but must be ytsey considerable. Upon full consideration of 
the afor^oing ezpence and conviction, that wo^ona are as much 
wanted for the use <A the Southern Army as the Stores now ordered 
there, we have taken the liberty to endose to Congress for their 
information an estimate of the Money neoeesuy to enable tiie Board 
to order all the Stores contained in Colonel Febiger's estimate for^ 
ward by public teams, omoimting to 22,686 dollais in the new bills; 
at the same time we beg leare to observe, that the Stores will be 
detained at least fifteen days longer if money is granted, to purchase 
than to hire the Teams, all which is humbly submitted with this 
remark, That it is not in the power of the Board to more the Stores 
unless money is furnished, and then wait the determination of Con- 
gress to point out the Mode to be adopted which shall be immediately 
earned into ^ceoution, so far as shall be in th«r power. 

The Board b^ leave further to observe that they did themaelTes 
the honor on the 12"' day of February last, to report to Congress an 
estimate for 590 dollars to enable Colonel Miles D' Quarter Master 
to forward a part of the aforementioned Stores, for which a Warrant 
was granted, but the money not yet obtained, and the quantity of 
Stores much increased. The money wanted for the clothier's depart- 
ment as mentioned \sj Colonel Febiger hath been reported to Con- 
gress by the Board of Treasury some time since.' 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Joseph Carleton, paymaster of the Board 
of War and Ordnance, for forty thousand one himdred and 
forty dollars in bills emitted pursuant to the act of Congress 
of the IS March, 17S0, for the purpoee of conve3ring stores 
to the southern army. 

Ordered, That the committee to whom was referred the 
letters from the governor and the president of the senate 
and speaker of the house of assembly of the State of New 
York, report to Morrow a draught of an answer to the gov- 
ernor aforesaid. 

A letter from Robert Patten was read : ' 

1 Thii report is in the Pnptrt ojtht CmtbtmUxl Ctrngrtu, No. 147, VI, folio ZT3. 
* Tliia letter is in the Fapen <^ Ou Contintntid Congnm, No. 41, VIII, folio 118. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

The committee appointed to estimate the debts due from 
the United States deUvered in some farther estimates: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. 

Congress was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
and after some time the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the Committee have had 
under consideration the matters to them referred, and have 
made some prc^jess, but, not having come to a conclusion, 
desire leave to sit again: 

Ordered, That to Morrow Congress be resolved into a 
Committee of the Whole, to consider farther the reports on 
finance and other papers referred to them. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH lo, 1781 

A letter, of 25 February, from E. Blaine, commissary 
general, was read.* 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the following warrants issue on Thomas 
Smith, ccnnmissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvania: one in fovour of Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
a dele^te for the State of New Hampshire, for fifteen 
thousand dollars old emissions, for which the State of New 
Hampshire is to be accountable: ' 

One in favour of Mr. [William] Sharpe, one of the delegates 
for the State of North Carolina, on hia application, for twenty 

> Tliia letter is in Qw Papen of the Continentid Congrttt, No. 165, fdio S41. 
* This pai^mph ia in a raport in tbe Paptn qfllu CoTitinmtal Congrtti, No. 130, T, 
laUoltl. 
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thousand dollars old emissions, for which the State of North 
Carolina is to be accountable:' 

TREAstTBT Office, l^nh 7ih, 1781. 

llui Board of Treasury havrng considered the Memorial of Captain 
Ebenezer Greene, of the Slot of Janiuiy last, one of the Hostages 1^ 
in Canada for the Capitulation at the Cedars referred to them by 
Congress the 6th iiutant, beg leave to represent, 

That on the 25 of February 1780, the Board reported to Congress 
upon a Memorial of the aforesaid Ebenezer Greene dated the 21st of 
the same Month which had also been referred to them by Congress, 
wherein was ezhibitted an Account for Support in Canada and 
Ezpences on several Journeys in order to effect his Exchange. 

tn. that Report the Board set forth — that as no Rule had been l^d 
down by Congress to determine what Allowances should be made to 
Hostages for tbur Ezpences &c., the sum of seven thousand dollars 
be advanced to Captain Greene to enable him to return to New 
York, for which sum he was to be accountable; which Report was 
accepted by Congress as appears by their Resolution of the 26 of 
February 1780; and Capt Greene's Memorial with his Papers rela- 
tive to the claim aforesaid were returned to GongFess and it is pre- 
sumed lay in the Secretary's Office. 

The Board are of Opinion upon the Memorial and CUum now before 
them, that the same ought to be settled, and that the sum due to 
Capt. Greeu ascertained, as also his Claim under his Memorial of the 
21 of Feby 1780, and for this Purpose the whole of his Papers and 
CliUins be referred to the Board of War, who from the Nature of the 
Case must be the most competent to ^ve the best Information to 
Congress. 

That on the application of Richard Phillips Steward to the Preei- 
dent of Congress, a Warrant issue in his favor for 16,000 dollars of the 
old Emissions for the use of the President's Household on Thos. Smith 
Commissioner of the Continental Loan Office for the State of Penn- 
qrlvania, and for which sum the said Steward is to be accountable. 
Tbeasubt Office, dfonA 8, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report, 

'niiapaagcaiAisinatepartmQiePap<r*(t^tA< ConUnmiUil CongroM, No. 136, V, 
folio 169. 
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One in favour of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, a delegate for the 
State of South Carolina, on hu application, for thirty 
thousand dollars of the old emissions, for which the s^d 
State of South Carolina is to be accountable:* 

And one in favour of Robert Fatton, messenger, for three 
thousand two hundred dollars of the old emissions to onablo 
b im ' to - popohtwo fifo wood fo f-t ho B B O"of Con g fooa for 
incidental expences, for irtiich he is to be accountable.' 

Ordered, Tlrnt the committee appointed to confer with 
the hon'''* the Minister of France communicate to the Board 
of Admiralty the result of their conference respecting the 
frigate Ariel, luid that the Board take order thereon. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 

Resolved, [That for the more convenient support of the 
household of the President of Congress, the steward lay before 
the Board of Treasury, or Superintendent of Finance, an 
estimate of the expenses of the said household once every 
quarter, which being approved by the Treasury or Superin- 
tendent, a warrant shall issue, by the authority of the 
said Board, or Superintendent, on the treasurer of the 
United States, or any bne of the commissioners of the conti- 
nental loan-offices, for the amount, payable to the steward 
of the President's household, for which advances the said 
steward shall account quarterly; and the auditor general 
shall half-yearly lay before Congress an account of the 
expenditures of the said household].' 

According to the order of the day the bouse was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and after some time the 

' nt« report of Maicfa 7 uid 8 is in tLs Papen of U\t Contmmlal Cangrtu, No. 136, 
V,folio153. It ia iadoised: "FartpasBed. Augu«t23f 1781 Btferred to th« Board 
of War." 

*This paragnph is in » report in the Paptn ofAaOvi Hi m m tal Congrmi, No. 136, V* 
folio 159. 

* Tbe paragnph in brackets me eDtared by Geoiga Bond. 
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President resumed the chair and Mr. [John] Mathews reported 
that the Committee have proceeded in their consideration 
of the matters referred to them, and made some farther 
progress, but not having come to a conclumon desire leave 
to sit again: 

Ordered, That on Tuesday next the United States in Con- 
gress assembled be resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
to consider farther the reports on finance and the other 
papers referred to that committee.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

» MONDAY, MARCH 12, 1781 

A letter, from Major General A. McDougall, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

A letter, of February 5, from DoctOT Jon" Arnold, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 8, from John Nicholson, a clerk of the chamber 
of accounts, was read, desiring leave to resign his office, as 
he is appointed one [of] the auditors for settling the accounts 
of the troops of the Pensylvania line: 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

A letter, of 9th, from E. Foreman and J. Gibson, was read.* 

A memorial, signed Jamra Wilson, by order of the United 
Ilinois and Ouabache companies, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 
resolution of October, together with the acts and resolutions 
of the State of New York and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

' A letter of this date widi wtinwtM from the Board of War was read according to 
Uie indonemoit. It is in the Papers of tie CtmUnmial Cimgreu, No. 148, 1, folio 329. 

* This tetter ii in the Papm of the Continental Omgret, No. 161, folio 135. 

* Arnold's letter is in the Papari of the Continental Ctmgreu, No. 7S, I, folio 399; 
Nicholson's is in No. 78, XVII, folio 111; Fonnan and Gibson's is in No. 78, X, folio 
807. 
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A memorial of John Patton, Curtis Grabb, George Ege 
and Robert Coleman, iron mastere, was read;' Whereupon, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Board 
of Treasury, of the 5, and afta* debate thereon: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, JSr. [Thomas] 
Burke, Mr. [James] Lovell.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13, 1781 

A letter, of February 18th, from Colonel D. Broadhead, 
with a copy of a letter enclosed, signed Wm. Penn at Wyla- 
pacheechon, was read:* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War 
to report a state of the western department and their opinion 
thereon. 

A petition of Major Hohner was read:* 

Ordered, That it be refrared to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of the 4th of January notwithstanding. 

A letter from Wm. Davies, colonel Ist Vii^nia regiment, 
with a representation from the field officers of the Virginia 
line enclosed, was read : 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War, 
to report a state of facts and their opinion th««on. 

A letter from J. Bradford was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

According to the ord^ of the day the house was resolved 
into a Committee of the Whole, and after some time the 
President resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews re- 

■ This manorial i» in the Papen o/Ihe CotUmtiUtU Ctmgrttt, No. 41, VIII, folio 144. 

* Prom thifl point the entries u« by George Bond. 

* This letter ia in the Papen o/tht CmlinaUal Congntt, No. 78, IV, folio SI. 

* Tidapatifion 16 in &oPapen of UitContiitentalConfrett, a 0.42, III, folio 401. 

■ Daviee' letter ia in (he Papert of the CotMitetttal Congrtu, No. 78, VII, folio S65; 
thftt id Bndfoid is in No. 78, IV, folio 125. 
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parted that the Committee have made some farther progress 
in the matta^ referred to them but not having come to a con- 
clufflon desire leave to sit again: 

IN COMMITTEE OP^THE WHOLE, 

Resolved, That in the discharge of all this requisition, 

as well as those made by Congress on the 26th August 

and the 4th November, on the states, for 

defraying the expences of the war, except 

those for sinking the bills emitted by Congress prior to 

the ISth March, the bills of credit emitted pursuant to 

the Sfud resolutions of the 18th of March last, shall be 

received at the treasury of the United States as equal 

to and in lieu of the like sum of specie, whether the same 

shall have been issued by the states paying them, or by 

any other State; and that interest be computed thereon 

in favour of the states from whom such bills shall be 

received, to the time assigned for dischargii^ the several 

requisitions respectively.' 

Ordered, That to Morrow the United States in Congress 

assembled be resolved into a Committee of the Whole, to 

consider further the reports on finance and other papers 

referred to that Committee. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow." 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH i4, [1781] 

A letter, of 13, from R. Morris, was read:" 
Ordered, That it be taken into consideration to Morrow. 
A report &om the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

* This remlutdon wm enteied only in the numuBcript S«crat Jounud No. 3. 

* From this point Thonuon reaumea the entries. 

■ Thii IsUer u in the Poptrt 0/ the Cbntin^al (>n(rKM, No. 137, 1, ftdjo 1. 



.y Google 



256 Jowmah of Congress 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. Rfichard] Howly, 
one of the delegates for the State of Georgia, a warrant issue 
in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twenty 
thousand dollars of the old emissions, for which the State 
of Georgia is to be accountable.* 

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Wab Opficb March 10^ 1781 
Sm. 

The Board beg leave to lay before Congress an account exhibited 
by Lt Skinner, for his expences on command for one month by oitler 
of Lt Col Ijee and for the residue of the time in virtue of express 
orders of Congress. Throe dollars were allowed officers per day when 
on command at a time when those dollars were equal in value to the 
dollars of the new emissions. We also transmit a request for an 
additional sum in consideration of his having drawn no rations or 
forage but for a short time. These chai^^, however great they may 
seem, will not dear his expences, as he has supported himself and h^ 
horses. And as he was for the greater part of the time expressly 
ordered to stay at Philadelphia by Col Lee, in virtue of an order of 
Congress it should seem that Payment cannot be avoided. The 
Board therefore are of opinion that five hundred and eighty two 
dollars be paid him for tus expences on command and if Congress 
think any additional sum should be given — they will please to do it. 
It will take at least twenty days for Mr Skinner to perform bis journey 
to the L^on which in the whole will make 642 dollais; he also 
desires three months pay may be advanced him. We therefore b^ 
leave to report — 

That the Board of War be authorized and directed to draw war- 
rants on the paymaster Gen', the Resolution of the 4^ January last 
notwithstanding, for six hundred and fortytwo dollars in bills of the 
new emission in favor of L' Alex' Skinner : of Lt Col Lee's legion for his 
expences on command and also for three months Pay and subsistance 
equal to one hundred and fifteen dollars in bills of the new emissions.* 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw on the paymasta* 
general in favour of Lieutenant Skinner, of Lieutenant 

I This npcot is in the Papen of Ou ConHnenial Cmgrtn, No. 136, V, lolio 175. 
■TliiBr^>ortiaiiithePa}>(no/(h« CoiUiineniaiCcmgrt—,Tio.^,\, folio 347. 
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Colonel Lee's l^onary corps, for one hundred and fifteen 
dollars of the new emissions, being for three months' pay 
and subsistanoe: 

Ordered, That the remainder be referred to a committee 
of three: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [John] Mathews. 

A report from the committee on the lett^ &om B. Stodd^t 
was read; Whereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Benj" Stoddert 
report — 

That having examiiied his accounts find that he has acted aa 
Secretary for the Board of War, one year 5 months and 14 days, that 
he has received on account calculating agreeable to the Table of 
depreciation as far as it goes, and at the real exchange afterwards 
1313 dollars— 

That there appears to be a balance due him of 870 dollars, wluch 
calculating the real difference between State money of Pennsylvania 
and specie would amount to 1390 State dollars, but the present 
exigency of his affairs are such that he is willing to receive a warrant 
on Tho" Smith for 870 dollars in full- 
Should that be the sense of Congress they will reeolve 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Fensyl- 
crania, in favour of Benjiunin Stoddert, late secretary to the 
Board of Wu-, for eight hundred and seventy dollars new 
emisMon. in ' foll of - nU oloimB - bo wcg - hovo ogMP e t - th e 
United B totoo. ' 

On motion of %&. [Artemas] Ward, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Duane: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to pre- 
pare a recommendation to the states for setting apart a day 
of humiliation, fasting and prayer: 

> This repmt is in the Paper* o/(A«Oc>ntm«ntoI Crmgnu, No. 19, V, folio 437. 
MNT-TM i»-u — IT 
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The membraB, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. 
[James] Madison. 

A letter, of 8th, from James Hamilton, br^adier general 
of the Convention troops, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, and that 
they confer with Colonel J. Wood, who brought the same. 

According to order the House was resolved into a Com- 
mittee of the Whole and after some time the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews reported that 
the Committee have had under their farther consideration 
the reports and papers referred to them and made some 
farther progress, but not having come to a conclusion desire 
leave to »t f^n: 

IN COMHITTEE OF THK WHOLB. 

Resolved, That the certificates issued by the com- 
missary and quartermaster general, under the authority 
of Congress, in piuBuance of the resolution of 23d 
August last, to be paid in specie or other 
money equivalent, shall be received from 
the states within which the same shall haye been issued, 
towards the dischai^ of their quotas respectively; and 
that interest be computed thereon in favour of such 
states to the time assigned for dischai^ng such quotas. 

That the respective states make exact retiuns to the 
Board of War by the first day of Jime next, of all articles 
by them supplied, agreeably to the resolution of the 25 
day of February, 1780. 

That the United States, in Congress assembled will 
then c£^ upon the deficient states for the full amount 
of their deficiencies in value, to be paid into the treasury 
of the United States by the first day of September, 1781 ; 
and tbo produot thoroaf e bnUbo nppgopritrfiod to maJt e 

* Iltii letter u in the Papen of Q\» OmctMnloi Omgrai, Ho. 78, XII, fidio 128. 
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j g o e d tho dofieioney that m a y - o a wK >- by -g oee i ¥ing the 

eeft afleotoB - of tbo oommia e My - and ■ qnnrtomafta t w 

goncml, in poymont - of tojro B for - tbo oarront yoof ; 

bat if thoro a boil hnppon to be - on - OTOgplna, - it -s hall 

bo oredit e d - in -a juet ppoportion to tho B ta t oa in 

odTanoo toward thoir - payment of thola e t quart w ly 

tog for tho ouBgont yooj. ' 

Ordered, That to Morrow the United States in Congress 

aasembled be resolved into a Committee of the Whole, to 

consider farther the reports on finance and other papers 

referred to them. 

The committee on the motion of the delegates for Pen- 
sylvania respecting the Convention prisoners: 

The Cominittee to whom was referred the motion for removing 
the German Prisoners in Virginia &c, to some State Eastward of 
Pennsylvania — 

Report, That they have considered the motion and the reasooa 
for and against the measure and are of opinion, that there are no 
Hufficieot reasons, for Congress to make any alteration in the Resolu- 
tion of the 3^ Inst, respecting said Prisoners at present.* 

The committee on Doctor B. Binney's letter, of 20 Feb- 
ruary: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of Doctor B. 
Biuney on the 22^ Feby. report, That Doctor Binney'a servicea are 
useful and necessary in the medical deportment, and that he ought 
to be retained in that department, 

That it is the opinion of the Committee Doctor Binney should 
immediately repair to the State of Vii^inia, according to the order 
he hath received from the Director General of the hospitals; and 
that an order issue to the Treasury to furnish on account the sum of 
forty thousand dollars of the old emissions of Congress, to enable him 
to bear the ezpences of himself and two Mates, and to establish and 
furnish hospitals in the said State.' 
■ This reeotulion vu entered mily in the manuscript Secret JoanuJ, No. 8. 

* This raport, in Um writing of Jeae Root, is in the Pap&t of the ConHnmitA Cbn- 
grtai. No. 20, II, (olio l\b. It ia indoned: "August 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." 

* This report, inthewritingof Ueriwether Smith, ia In the Pap«no/(fte Oonfitwntal 
Cbn^KM, No. 19, 1, folio 381. It ia indwaed: "Aug. 24, 1781, not to be acted upon." 
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The committee on the memorial of Mat. McConnel, &c., 
and, 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the peti- 
tion of Du Maine & Lion; delivered in their several reports. 

The Board of Admiralty to whom the Petition of Dumaine & 
Lion WAS referred beg leave to report, — 

That it appears by the Certificate which accompanies this Beport 
that Nicholaa Malescot and Samuel Waters, the persons mentioned 
in said Petition in August and September 1779, received Commis- 
sions, the former as Commander of the armed Brigantine Vigilant, 
and the latter as Commander of the Brigantine BrUliamt from the 
Council of the State of Massachusetts. 

That it appears from the all^^tiona of the Petitioners that the 
BriUiaiU was so disabled by tempestuous weather in her passage to 
Ouadaloupe, that the mwchant there to whom she was consigned 
thoi^ht proper to sell her, reserving her long-boat, which with the 
Captain and the crew of the BrUliant were taken on Board the 
VitpJant in order to be carried to Boston in the State aforesaid, both 
the Brigantines b«ng owned by the same pffsons. 

That Capt. Malescot continued sick at Qtiadaloupe, and the Com- 
mand of the VigHant (as M^ James Veilon attorney to Dumaine & 
Lion hath declared to the Board) was given to Capt. Billat, who was 
Lieutenant of said Brigantine VigSaat and took with him the Com- 
mission given to Capt. Malescot as the said Veillon to said Board also 
declared. 

That the Petitioners further set forth that the Vigilant on her 
passage to Boston aforesaid, meeting with adverse winds tempestuous 
weather and one of the Enemy's cruisers, was driven from her course 
and so disabled as to be obliged to put into the Island of Teneriffe 
to refit. That after refitting Capt. Billat BEuled for Boston and soon 
met with a British Merchant Veasel. That Capt. Waters with his 
crew in the long-boat beforementioned Captured the said Vessel, and 
carried her into the Island of Teneriffe, where she was condemned 
and sold aa lawful prize. 

Hiat the French Consul in that Island claimed the prize in behalf 
of hia Most Christian Majesty; and thereupon the court there decreed, 
that the amount of Sales should remain deposited, until the court of 
Spain should have decreed in the premises — and thereupon the Peti- 
tioners pray that Congress will be pleased to direct their Minister 
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Plenipotontiaiy at the Court of Madrid to obtain an order from the 
Spanish Court, for the payment of the amount of sales of said prize 
in behalf of the Captains Officers and Crews and Owners of the Brigan- 
tine Brilliant. 

The Board would add to this stating of the case, that the said 
attorney James Vdlon informed them that at the time the Commia- 
sions referred to in the Certificate were granted the Petitioners Du 
Maine & Lion were not become residents in Boston in the State 
aforesaid, and therefore it was that their friends M? James McDuff 
ft Compy. appeared as owners of the said Br^antinea when in fact 
the property was in Du Maine & Lion. 

Upon the Stating the case the Board beg leave to B^KKtt, as their 
opinion, that as the prize mentioned in the Petition was captured 
under Commiaaiona of the United States of America, the claim of 
the French Consul was not well founded, and that the owners of the 
Brigantinea Brilliant and ViffSant (who ore the sajne persons) and 
the Captors are undoubtedly intitled to the whole amount of aud 
prize, but as it may be made a question who were the Captors, 
whether Capt. Waters and his craw and Captain Billat and his crew 
conjointly, or the Captains and their crews separately considered. 
If the Honorable Congress should be of the above opinion, the Board 
would with submission propose, 

That the Minister Plenipotentiary of theee States should be directed 
to represent this matter to the Court of Spain, and take such measures 
as he may judge expedient to obtain an order to the Judge of the 
Admiralty at Tenerifie, to ddiver the whole amount <rf sales of the 
prize captured and condemned as aforesaid to the owners of the 
Brigantine Brilliant, their agent or attorney for the use of the said 
owners, and the Captors. 

In this way the Board conceive due respect may be paid to the 
Commission of Congress, and justice done to the Petitioners and 
Captors leaving Waters and BiUat and their crews to decide as they 
thmk proper, who ore entitled to a part of the Prize as Captors. 

Adiubaltt Otfioe 
lOih 2tareh, 1781.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to morrow. 

' TbiB Tvpcat ia in 1h»P(^v» of On Contbtmtai Congnu, No. 37, folio 380. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 1781 

A letter, of 8th, from the governor of Connecticut, was 
read, enclosing an act passed by the le^slatnre of that State, 
vesting in Congress, for a limited time, a power to levy and 
collect duties and imposts within that State, for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the act of Congress of 7th February: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three: 
the members, Jfr. [Oliver] Wolcott, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. 
[Samuel] Adams. 

A lett^, of 12, from Charles Pettit, assistant quarter- 
maater general, was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. 
[Jesse] Root. 

A letter, of 13, from the Board of War, was read, enclosing 
an estimate of quartermaster stores wanted for the ensuing 
campaign:^ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three : 

The membffls, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 
Ms. [Artemiis] Ward. 

A letter, of 28 February, from Major General Greene; and 
a letter, of 8th of the present monUi, from the governor of 
Virpnia, were read.' 

That three GomniiBaionera frith the same pay as is allowed to the 
Commissioners appointed for treating with ^ Northern Indians be 
appointed to treat with the Cherokees and all other Indians South- 
ward of them within the limits of the U. States, or who have been 
at war with them; for the purpose of making peace with them, 

1 The Coimectacnt letter is in the Papvt of At ConOmmbil Om/rai, No. 66, II, 
folio 186; the ut esdcMd is in No. 76, foUo 73; Pettit'a letter is in No. 78, XVIII, 
{oIio353. 

* This letter ia in tiie Fapan of At ConHnmua Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 285. 
The ertimftte in No. 39, III, folios 431-MO and 447. 

* The '^^iginift lettvia in the Papm of the Continmlal Confreu, No. 71, II, folio 53. 
Greens's ]■ In No. l&S, I, folio 680; he enclosed in it, for the infoim&tion cd Congnsi, 
% copy (d his lettv of the stme date to General Wsshington, which is on folio 686. 
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receiTing them into the favor and protection of the U. States and 
removing as far as may be all causes of future Contention or quarrels.* 

The committee appointed to reviee the rules for conduct- 
ing budneffi in the United States in Congreee aasembled ; and 

The comnuttee to whom were referred the report of the 
Board of Treasury, of the 6th, and the memorial of J. Pat- 
ton and others, ironmasters, delivered in their sev^:al reports. 

The del^ates for the State of Pennsylvania laid before 
CongresB sundry resolutions passed by the general assembly 
of that State, respecting the Convention prisoners, which 
were read. 

The letter from R. Morris was again read and considered, 
and, after debate: 

Adjoiu^ed to 10 o'CIock to Morrow." 

■ This motion, m the writing of Oliver ElbmrUi, ia in tbe Papert of Ai ContinttOal 
Conf/nu, No. 36, IV, folio 473. It ii undated, bnt follows the infoimation conveyed 
in the enclosure in Greene's letter of February 23 in No. 15fi, I, folio 686. 

* The following motion, m the Indonement shows, by Tbeodorick BUnd, seconded 
by [Meriwether] Smith, belongs to this period. It ia in the wilting of Bland aod Is in 
the Pspav e;^ tA« ConHnaUal Congrat, No, 36, IV, folio 311: 

Whenaa the Gtrngren ol the United Btatea did by their act bearing date the 18!^ day 

of Uarch in the year 1780 and in the year of our Independance 

anuHig other things therein contained declare that the Bills of Credit 
IsBoiDg in pcnnance of the said act should bear an Intareetof pcMitplannnm 

to be paid to tlu Holder thoeof from the date of the said Bills; and whereas the req>ec- 
tive statea frcan various cauaee delayed to concur in the measures necessary to carry 
the salutary intentiaia of the aforesaid act into immediate Execution, whereby great 
embarrassments might ensue and great toss be sustained by the Clticens of these States 
in the payment of a very large sum tor the Interest of the aforesaid Bills from the time 
of their Intended Issue, and thereby Burthening the public with a debt for which no 
value has c» can be received , and whereas it has been found extremely inconvenient 
and almost impracticable in the Current panage of the said Bills to Calculate the 
Interest due thereon; whereby manifest injury must arise to the ignorant or incautious 
poveMor while the more designing will reap an unequal advantage, be it theretnv 
odained by the United States in Craigren assembled, and by the authority of the 
same it is hereby ordained, that from and after the l!i day of Hay, none of the said 
Bills shall Issue from the Treasury of the United States or bvm any of the Cmtinental 
Loan Offices in the respective States on which any Interest shall be Calculated or be 
paid and for preserving the foith of the United States to the Holders of such Bills as 
have already Issued bearing Interest, and that a due distinctim may be made between 
tbam and those irtiich tball hereafter iesoe, it is heroby ordered that the Trea n mg 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 16, 1781 

A letter, of 14, from the governor of Maryland; 

A memorial of the hon*^ B. Franklin and S. Wharton: 
and 

A memorial signed G. Mo^an stiling himself "Agent for 
the Indiana proprietors"; and 

A letter, of 14, from E. Fonrnm, were read. 

A letter, of 8th, from T. Smith, waa read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasuiy." 

A memorial of Jamee Smith waa read : 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to E. Bliune, commissarv 



A petition of William Williams; and 
A representation of Captain J. Lucas, were read: 
Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 
A letter, of 16, from Lieutenant Colonel Presley Nevill, 
waa read:' 

be forthwith funiMhed with proper Inetrumenta, aatUl aa the Loui Offlcem of the 
raepectivfl 8tftt«s and Out they forthwith Ckiue to be Btamped on the taii Billa befoie 
they iMue in payment or otherwiM the following wnde Viz no Interest to be Cklcu- 
latad, received or Allowed on this Bill and that (he nid TreMureT and Loui Officcn 
(in snch mode u the board of Tre«Bnm ah«ll direct) do cause the wi«ds promising the 
payment of Interest thereon in Bill* of exchange annually to be emaed at defaced by 
a line or lines being drawn tbroogfa them, and be it hereby ordained that the act of 
Congien of the 18!? of Ifarch 1780 in m mnch as it relates to the Intereit to be paid 
on the BiU> eo defaced tv ceased and with the aftwenid words stamped thoretm be 
and it is hereby repealed and held to be void and of no effect. 

Provided however and it is heteby otdained that nothing in this act gball be con- 
strued in anywise to effect the iwranise in the atoteaaid act for the payment and 
allowance of Intenet on the Bills already Iwued, bet<ve the paning of this act and 
the receiving the nme at the C<mtinental Treasury in Taxes with an allowance of 
Intweet thcnoa as is specified in the Resolution <rf Congreas of the day of 

1781. 

> The Maryland letter i> In the Pa^eno/th* Coniitumtid Ctmgrtu, No. 70, folio 4S7; 
die memorial of FraikUiii and Wharton, dated February 26, 1780, is in No. 77, foUoa 
167-206; that of Morgan, dat«d Norembcr 30, 1780, on folio 206; Ftnnan's letter ia 
in No. 78, IZ, folio 443; Smith's letttt is in No. 78, XXI, folio 36. 

■Williaou's petition, dated Uarch 10, 1781, is in the Papv§ 0/ Oit Continental 
Cangrett, No. 42, VIII, folio 219; Lucas's repreeentation, dated March IS, 1781, is in 
No. 43, folio 169; NeviU's lettw ia in No. 76, ZVII, folio 127. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, the resolution of Congress of 4 January last notwith- 
standing. 

A letter, of 14, from C. Pettit, assistant quartermaster 
general, was read, with sundry papers enclosed : ^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the report 
of the Board of Treasury, of 4 November, 1780. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the reedgnation of Lieutenant Geoi^ Jacob, 
of the 6th Maryland regiment, be accepted.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
26th February, from the govranor of Connecticut, delivered 
in a report; Whereupon, 

War Ofpiob March 8, 1781. 
Sk, 

'Hie Board have (he Honor to encloae to CongreeB a Ketum of the 
invalid B^iment specifying the States to i^di the Officers &ud Men 
helong so fur as they are able at present to ascertain their Places of 
enlistment or Residence. Those at Boston belong to the Eastern 
States, but in what proportions we do not know. We beg leave to 
obaerre however, having in our view the request made by Qov. 
Trumbull in his letter referred to the Board, that if every State claim 
their Soldiers from the Sediment and especially for State Furpoaea 
there will be very little use to the United States in their being regi- 
mented as they will be subdivided into bo many Parts as to render 
them incapable of discipline or any general purpose. Their situation 
in general is such as to admit of but a small proportion of Effectives 
from the variety of complaints with which they are afflicted; yet we 
find by drawing together a considerable number that they answer very 
well for Garrison I>uty. Those to the Eastward may be employed if 
kept together in guarding Prisoners and stores, tviiich is their present 
Duty, and with this view we had them collected at Boston. A small 
Detachment is at Rutland and if the number of Frisoneis increase at 
tiiat Post the whole of the Eastern Invalids may be collected there as 

>Tbia letter is in th« Popov o/Mc Cmtinrntal Congnu, No. 19, V, folio 119. 
■ This rqxHt, dkt«d llndiB, 1781, ia ia Uw Paptn t$ tito Cowt Jiwrtaf Omgrtw, No. 
M7, VI, foUo 298. 
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Guards. We therefore beg leave to report on Got. Trumbull's letter 
dtifiiring the Connecticut Invalids to be stationed in that State, 

Ordered, That governor Trumbull be informed, that 
although the United States, in Congresa assembled, would 
be happy, on all occafflons, to comply with the requests of 
the executive of the State of Connecticut, they cannot agree 
to the invalids of that State b^ng stationed therein, con- 
siatent with the general benefit of the United States.^ 

Ordered, That two members be added to the conamittee 
on the tetter, of 12, from C. Pettit, assistant quartermaster 
general: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean. 

On motion, the house was resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole, and, after some time, the Preadent resumed the 
chair, and Mr. [John] Mathews reported, that the committee 
have considered farther the reports of finance and other 
matters referred to them, and have come to sundry resolu- 
tions thereon, which he was ordered to report. 

The report of the Committee of the Whole was read, and 
the same bdng debated, it was thereupon. 

Resolved, That all debts now due from the United States, 
which have been liquidated In specie value, and all debts 
which have been or shall be made payable in specie, or 
other money equivalent, shall be actually paid, either in 
specie or in other money equal thereto, according to the 
current exchange between such money and specie. 

That it be and hereby is recommended to the several states 
to amend their laws making the bills of credit emitted under 
the authority of Congresa a legal tender, so that such bills 
shall not be a tender in any other manner than at their cur- 
rent value compared with gold or silver.' 

■ Hub report ia in the Paptn qf&g Qmiintnial Omgrat, No. 147, VI, folio 289. 
' This lesolutioii w4b also entered in the muiuscript Secret Journal, No. 8, under 
dmte ol Much 9. 
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On paning this resolution, the yeas and n»yB ba 


ingreq 


uire 


by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, 








New Eampahire, 




Delaware, 






Mr. SuUiyan, 


»7l* 


Mr. McKean, 


ay 


• 


UatmOwietla, 




Mtrylavd, 






Mr. Adama, 


ay 


Mr. Hanaon, 


«y 




Loyell, 


ay ay 


Carroll, 


ay 


ay 


W«rd, 


ay 


Virginui, 






Omtteaiciit, 




Mr. Jones, 


ay 




Mr. Hustmgton, 


ay 


Bland, 


ay 


•y 


Root, 


ay ay 


M. Smith, 


ay 




Wokolt, 


ay 








New York, 




Mr. Burke, 


ay 




Mr. Duane, 


•J' lav 


Sharpe, 


ay 


ay 


Floyd, 


ayt''^ 


Johnatoa, 


ay 




NewJennH, 




SmmOarolma, 






Mr. Clark, 


:;)*- 


Mr. MatheVB, 


»y 




Burnet, 


Bee, 


»y 


ay 


Penntyhanut, 




Hotte, 


ay 




Mr. Clymur, 


•y| 


Oeorgia, 






Wynkoop, 


ay ay 


Mr. Pew, 


•y 


• 


T. Smith, 


ayl 









So it was reeolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the states be immediately called upon to 
furnish for the public expences and for carrying on the war, 
their proportions of one million five hundred thousand dol- 
lars quartCTly, the first quarterly payment to be made on the 
first day of Jime next.^ 

That in dischai^ of this requisition, as well as those made 
by Congress on the 26 day of August, the 4th of November, 
and the 15 day of January last, the bills of credit emitted 
puisuant to the act of Congress of the IS March, 1780, by 
what State soever emitted, shall be received at the treasury 
of the United States, as equal to and in lieu of the like sum 

> This MKdutiaii wm alio ntend in the nunuacript B«cret Janmkl, No. 8, under 
dftt« ta Uuch 10. 



.y Google 



268 Joumala fff Congress 

of specie; and that into'eet be computed thereon in isvar of 
the Btates from whom such bills shall be received, to the time 
assigned for dischai^ing the several requimtions respectively: 

That the respective states make exact returns to the Board 
of War by the first day of June next, of all articles by them 
supplied, agreeably to the act of Congress of the 25 Feb- 
ruary, 1780: 

That the United States in Congress assembled will then 
call upon the deficient states for the full amount of their 
deficiencies, in value, to be paid into the treasury of the 
United States by the Ist day of September, 1781. 

Ordered, That a committee, consisUng of a member from 
each State, be appointed to apportion the quota of the above- 
mentioned sum of one million five hundred thousand dollars, 
to be paid quarterly by the states: 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [James] Lovell, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [William] 
Floyd, Mr. [William] Burnet, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. 
prhomas] McKean, lUr. [John] Hanson, Mr. M[eriwether] 
Smith, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Thomas] Bee, Mr. [William] 
Few. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read : 

TfiBABimT OmoE March 16^ 1781. 
The Board of Treasui? beg leave to represent to Congrees 
That the Loan Officer for the State of MaasachuBetts, applied to 
the Board by letter dated the 4n October last for matniction respect- 
ing the Interest accrued <hi the nev bills at the time of issuing; and 
the act of the 18^ of Maich last being clear in this re^>ect, the fol- 
lowing answer was given to that Loan Officer "That interest cm 
the new bills is to be calculated from the date, and in all receipts and 
payments must be attended to." 

This instruction was not sent to any otlier loan officer taking it for 
granted that thcry had not entertained the like doubts upon an act 
entirely unequivocal, made the more so, by the act of the 0* of 
September last, by which the iatereet ia formally relinquished, on 
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tha part of tlie public, in payments to the Officen, Soldiera end 
Seamco oi the Army and Navy. On the 5^ of Uarch, instant, 
Thomas Smith, Loan Officer for the State of PomBylTania, having 
made a similar application, the board now consider it indispeosible 
to submit the matter to Congr ceo . 

It is su^eated out of doors, and the board incline to be of the 
opinion; that, in some of the Statee, the money tlbS. will circulate 
with additional difficulty, if it shall be necessary to calculate and 
demand Interest at every transfer; indeed it is matter of doubt 
whether it will not stop it altogether. It is notorious on the other 
hand, that, if the interest shall be relinquished on the part of the 
public, there will be a certain loss of averyconaiderablesumomiually. 
The difficulties on either side are great, and can only be removed by 
Congress. 

The board are constrained farther to remind Congress, that Uie 
period is near at hand, when the first year's interest will become due; 
and altho it has been hitherto unattended to, either by l^e public or 
individuals they have no doubt it will be made an object of specula- 
tion, and consequently demanded as it becomes due ; provision must 
therefore be made in time, to prevent the usual clamors agunst public 
faith; and for this purpose bills of exchange ought to be prepared. 
Beeides this, new bills are to be delivered in lieu of those on which 
intereet shall be paid, which makea a new emission of the Bills of 
Credit immediately neceasaiy, the paper for all which is yet unmade; 
and the whole of Uie emission of the ten million not yet complete; 
althou^ the press has been constantly employed on that business, 
and in striking bills of exchange and loan office certificates. 

Two hundred ream of papers will be necessary for the first renewal 
of the new bills, and twenty thousand sets of exchange for payment 
of the first year's interest. 

Congress considering these things, and pursuing the act aforesaid, 
will please to direct, 

That the board of Treasury employ a sufficient number of extra 
hands to prepare bills of exchange for payment of the first year's 
interest, which shall be due upon the Bills of Credit issued agreeable 
to the Act of the ISR of March last, and paper for renewing the same. 

The board beg leave further to inform Congress That, by a clause 
in the Act of the isn of March last, requiring the payment of fifteen 
milliona by monthly quotas, is extended to the mcmth of April inolu- 
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dve, whidi calls (or, oat of circulation, ten million more than batii 
been emitted which they apprehend to be a mistake, and therefore 
submit it, that it be corrected to liareh induawe.^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 
letter, of 12, &om C. Pettit, assistant quartermaster general. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded 
by Mr. [Jamea] Duane, for putting a stop to all commercial 
intercourBe between the inhabitimts of the Umted States of 
America and the subjects of the king of Great Britain: 

Whereas in order to afford to the virtuous individuals of Great 
Britfun an sssylum from the tyranny against which these States 
had taken arms, and to favor the importation of suck warlike stores 
as were necessary for the defence of the said States, all vessels belong- 
ing to any inhabitant or inhabitants of Great Britain bringing aet- 
tleis, arms ammunition or warlike etoree for the use of these (then 
Colonies) now United States, were together with such stores and the 
effects of such settlers, by a resolution of the 23 of March 1776 
exempted from seizure and condemnation as lavrful prize, which 
exemption by a reeolution of the 24 of July 1776 became extended 
to all vessels under like circumstancee belonging to any subject or 
subjects of the King of Great Britain. And whereas from compas- 
rion to l^e distresses of the inhabitants of Bermudas and Providence 
or Bahama Islands all vessels and all goods wares and merchandizes 
bdonging to the said Inhabitants were by the resolution last referred 
to excepted from being deemed and adjudged lawful prize, whidi 
exertion as far as It relates to the inhabitants of the Bermudas 
Islands is still in force; and whereas the original grounds of these 
indulgences no longer exist; and there is also reason to apprehend 
that tmder cover thereof a clandestine trade and intercourse is car- 
ried on with the enemy, by which they are the better enabled to 
support the burdens of the war, and prosecute the arts of seduction 
among the citizens of ttiese States as well as to give colour to their 
misrepresentations in Kurope of a latent predilection in these States 
towards them; and it moreover doth not accord with the friwidriiip 
a nd - e e nvenlaop olIi a n ecB intimate connection subsisting between the 
United States and his M. C. Majesty that any of the subjects of the 

* TtoB lepwti* in ih^Papa*^ lie CanHnental Cimffrett, No. 36, IV, folio 317. 
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power witli which tbey are both at war, should be regarded aa frieDda 
or neutrals by the one whilst they are r^arded as enemies by the 
other party, and the more especially as the communication resulting 
from th^ being r^arded as friends or neutrals by the former may 
bo"injimooB to int^ere with the commercial advantages of the lat- 
ter, at the same time that it adds to the resources of the common 
enemy tor protracting the war; 

Retf^ioed, that all tiie resolutions above recUed or referred to, so 
far as liiey exmnpt veesels belonging to any subject or sub]'ect« of 
the King of Cbreat Britain bringing settlers, arms, ammunition or 
warlike stores into any one for the use of the United States, or the 
citizens thereof, or such warlike stores, or the effects of such settlers, 
' or which exempt the ships and other vessels or the goods wares and 
merchandizes belonging to any inhabitant or inhabitants of the islands 
of Bermudas from capture and coademnation be and they are hereby 
repealed. 

Reaf^ed, that the Board of Admiralty or the Secretary of Marine 
make such alterations in the Commissions and instructions issued 
and the bonds taken in that department as the forgoing resolution 
may require. 

And whereas there is just ground to bdie¥e suspect that the letters 
of protection which have been granted by Congrees to-^ in particular 
instances to citizens and inhabitants of the United States for the 
removal of tiieir property from places within the dominion or pos- 
session of the Enemy have notwithstanding the precautions with 
which they ven guarded been ppoduetivo made subservient to a com- 
mercial intercourse with the enemy ; and whereas there is equal ground 
to believ e suspect that vessels the property of subjects of the King of 
Great Britain and laden with merchandize the property of the said 
subjects have been imported into the United States under pFotODd ed 
fraudulent clearances from places not within the dominion or pos- 
session of the Enemy: 

Beached, That from and after the date hereof the United States in 
Congress assembled will grant no letters of protection for the pur- 
pose above mentioned; and that after the day of no 
benefit shall be claimed from any such as have been already granted. 

Reac^ioed, that it be recommended to the Executives of the several 
States to take the most vigilant and effectual measures for detecting 
and suppressing such fraudulent importations. 
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Ordend, That copies of the forgoing reaolutions be transmitted to 
the Executives of tiie States, to public ministers of the Uoited States 
at toreigii courts, and that the same be communicated to the Hon^ 
the Minister Plenipotentiary of his most C. Majesty.^ 

Ordered, That it be taken into con^derafjon on Monday 
next. 

The committee to whom was re-committed the resolution 
passed on the 7, and which was re-considered: 

The committee on the letter, of 22 February, from the 
Board of War: 

That the debts due the Mmchante of Philadelphia, who hare con- 
tracted with M' Samuel Caldwell, Agent Clotiiier imder special con- 
tracts made by the express directions of the Board of War, as set 
forth in then: said letter, and the estimates therein alluded to, be 
paid according to their value at the time of contracting, and that the 
Treasury Board be directed to prepare and deliver bills of exchange to 
the amount of the respective contracts to the paymaster of the 
Board of War, to enable the said Board to furnish M' Caldwell with 
ihe means of settlement with the public creditors before mentioned, 
80 that each shall receive a juat equivalent for the simi due according 
to estimates to be approved of by the Board of War.* 

The committee appointed to revise the rules and orders 
for conducting business in the United States in Congress 
assembled: 

The committee appointed to prepare a plan to invest the 
United States in Congress assembled with full and explicit 
powers for effectually carrying into execution in the several 
states all acts or resolutions passed agreeably to the Articles 
of Confederation: 

The committee appointed to prepare a proclamation for a 
fast: and 

■ Thia motion, in the writing of Juaea Hadiaon, is in the Paper* </ the CoiUitmUal 
Congrat, No. 36, I, lolioa 123, 129. See pott March 27. 

■ This report ia in the Papen of lAe CotUinattal Cmgreu, No. 27, folio 127. It Ib 
eiita«d in the lirt of postponed reports in No. 31, folio 371. 
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The committee to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War respecting Lieutenant Skimier, delivered in 
their several reports. 

The Medical Committee also delivered in a report for 
arranging the hospital for the southern army. 

The committee on report of the Board of War respecting 
Captain Bentalon: and 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Doctor J. BsLftlet: delivered in their several reports. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 1781 

On motion of Mr. [William] Few, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Mathe^ra: 

Ordered, That the Board of War take order that the 
waggons loaded with stores for the southern army may 
proceed immediately on their journey. 

The report of the conmiittee to whom was referred the 
report of the Board of War respecting Lieutenant Skinner, 
was taken into considautioa; and Thereupon, 

Ordered, That the Bou^ of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favour of Lieutenant Alexander 
Skinner, of Lieutenant Colonel Lee's l^on, for seven hun- 
dred and forty-two dollars new emission, for his expencee 
on command, and for the incidental charges of conveying 
one sergeant and three Ught dragoons with six dragoon 
horses to the southern army. 

A petition of Isaac de la Costa; and 

A letter, of 13, from J. Pierce, were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 12, from Brigadi^ General W. Irvine;^ and 

' Da Costa'a pedtioD, dated Hudi 13, 17S1, u in Ui« Papm of the Contmmlal 
Oongreu, No. 42, II, folio 100^ Pierce's letter is in No. 165, folio 693; Imna'a letter 
ia in No. 78, XIIT, folio 219. 
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A letter, of 16, from Brigadier General W. Thompson, 
were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War to 
take order for three months* pay, the resolution of Congress 
of 4 January notwithstanding. 

A petition of Mathew McConnel; and 

A petition of James Byers, were read: ^ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial from Coulaux Lavigne; and 

A letter, of 15 February, from Nicholas and John Brown, 
with sundry papers enclosed, were read : 

Ordered, that they be referred to the Committee of Gom- 



A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, with sundry 
papers enclosed, was read; Whereupon, 

A motion was made by JUr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Mathews: 

Resolved, That the troops under the coDTeutum of Saratoga be 
declared and treated as prisoners of war the stipidations on the part 
of Lieutenant General Buigoyne in behalf of that army not having 
been complied with, and the capitulation of Charleatown having beea 
infringed on the part of Great Britain.* 

Ordered, That the letter and motion be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [James] Duane, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

The committee appointed to devise the mode of appointing 
courte for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the 
high seas, delivered in a r^ort. 

' Byen'i petition, d»ted Much 3, 1781, ia ia the Paper* o/Ote QmtinenkU Qmgrttt, 
No. 42, 1, folio 212; UcCoimeU'B, dated Fehiuaij i, 1781, ia in No. 42, V, folio 247. 

' This motioii, in the writiiig of Theodorick Bliuid, ia in th« Paper* of the Continental 
Cvngrm. No. 147, IV, folio 769. It ia thaie noted u "Secooded by ib. [Ricfawd] 
Hoiriy." 
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A memorial of Nathaniel Rochester, in behalf of Thomas 
Hart, was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 
Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH 19, 1781 

A letter, of 11th, from General Washington, was read.* 

A tetter, of 5, From J. Lawrence; and 

A letter, of 28 February, and memorial, from John Lloyd, 
jun., were read : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treaoiry. 

A letter, of this day, from Brigadier W. Thompson, was 
read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from Beaumont Groube, was read : 

Onierfid, That it be referred to the Board of Adnuralty. 

A letter, of this day, from Brigadier A. Wayne, was read; 
Whereupon,* 

Resolved, That it be and hereby is reconamended to the 
supreme executive council of the State of Pensylvania, to 
forward the march of their line in detachments, with all 
possible expedition, to join the southern army. 

The r^ort of the Medical Committee on the memorial of 
Dr. John Bartlett, late physician and surgeon general of the 
army in the northern department, was taken into conmderar 
tion; and it appearing. 

The medical committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
D? John Bartlett late Phyac^ and Surgt Gen' of the army in the 
northern department, b^ leave to lay b^ore Congrees the following 
State of Facts respecting the memorialist 

'TUimemaruJiainthePaperjij^lha CantiiwnUd Oimffrcn, No. 41, VIII, folio 286. 

■nifa letter it in the Paperji;/'1A« Omlincnial OivnM, No. 152, X, folio 17. 

* Lloyd's letter is in the Papert of ihi CoTxtitimtal Congrm, No. 78, XIV, folio 4W; 
Tliompson'B ia in No. 78, XXII, folio 4S7. 

* lUa letter is in the i>ap«no/lA< CoiUmmial OmgrMi, No. in, fdio 220. 
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That on the 11*^ of April 1777 he was appointed Fh^miC and 
Surg* Qen' to the army in the northern department, to which he 
repaired some time in July following and with which he continued 
until the 23'' of October following when he was permitted by Gen! 
Gates to return home on account of his inability to perform the duties 
of the office by reason of the infirmities of age and more especially on 
account of an accidental injury received in hia arm, That it appeare 
to your committee that at the time D^ Bartlett left the army it was 
generally understood that he had no design of returning to that post, 
he having before he received the hurt in his arm declared repeatedly 
to the other officers of that department that he was too old and infirm 
to perform the duties belonging to that office and at his particular 
request exchanged with D* Thomas Tillotson an Hospital Suigeon, 
That before he went home he obtained a certificate from Di Fotts 
and IK Treat recommending him for an appointment to any hospital 
that might be established near his own home. That this notwith- 
standing, he repaired to the army at the White Plains some time in 
the year 1778, but was not considered or treated as Fhymc" and 
Sui^eon General nor did he do any of the duties of that office, 
IK Tillotson having been appointed by Gen' Gates in his room and 
being then with the army and doing the duties of that office. 

That on the first of July 1779 IK Shipprai the late Director General 
at the particular req,uest of IK Bartlett's friends directed him to 
repair to Fish Kill and superintend the Hospital at that place, where 
he accordingly came and the officers of that Hospital refusing to do 
duty under him he requested and obtained permission from IK Ship- 
pen on the 28*'' September 1779 to return home. 

That he received pay for the time he was with the northern army 
in 1777 and six months pay besides after he vent home and also that 
he received three months pay for the time he was at Fish Kill in 1779. 
Since which time your Committee cannot find that IK Bartlett hath 
either done duty or received pay. Upon which State of facts your 
Committee b^ leave to report, 

That Dr. John Baxtlett, at his own request, and with the 
consent of the commanding officer of the department, and 
the deputy director and other offic^is thereunto belon^g, 
left the service to which he was appointed, in a manner which 
clearly indicated his intention of relinquishing his office; and 



.y Google 



Mank, 1781 277 

having recdved pay for all the time he spent with the army, 
and six months while he was at home, cannot be entitled to 
Miy farther pay or allowance.^ 
A letter, of 8th, &om E. Blaine, was read : ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Joseph] Montgom- 
ery, and Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

The report of the committee to whom was referred the 
report of the Board of War was taken into consideration, and, 
after debate, the same being postponed, the report of the 
Board of War was again read and considered; and Thereupon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letters find papers of 
Colonel D'Arendt, and Capf Bentalon, beg leave to report, 

That Cap) Bentalon was the senior Captain in tiie late Count 
Pulaski's Legion. 

That he was wounded in lua left hand, in the attack on Savaonah, 
and obtained leave of Gmeral lincoln to go to France to effect a 
cure of it. 

That on his passage to America, he was ta^n by the eaemy, and 
is now a prisoner to thmn on Parole, and in great distress, That by 
a certificate from the pay office, it appears that Count Pulaski's legion 
was paid only to the 1*' of December 177S, so that there is due to him 
fifteen months pay and rations to the 1'' of this instant March. 

That it appears from a report ,from the war office, that Capt 
Bentalon is not arranged in Colonel Aimand's corps; altho' the 
officers of Count Pulaski's legion were by resolve of Congress to be 
incorporated in that Corps, and he appears to be a deserving officw 
and of a proper age for cavalry service. Upon these facts your com- 
mittee beg leave to submit the following resolutions — 

Resolved, That the Paymaster General be and he is hereby directed, 
to pay Cap*' Paul Bentalon seven months pay and rations of the new 
emission on account. 

Baolved, That as Cap) Bentalon appears to be a deserving officer, 
it is the \(dsh of Congress that he be provided for in Col** Armand's 

■ llila report, in the wridng of WiUiun Bnmet, la In the Papen of 0\t Continmtal 
Congnu, No. 19, 1, folio 226. 

■ Hub letter is in the PaperM nf the Contuwnloi Coagrtu, No. 78, IV, folio 129. 
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corps; if it will not matemUy dennge its establishment as already 
m^e by the Commander in Chief.* 

Resolved, That Captain Bentalon be considered as retiring 
from service under the resolutions of the 3d and 21 of Octo- 
ber, 1780, and entitled to the emoluments arising therefrom; 

That the Board of War draw a warrant, in favour of Cap- 
tain Bentalon, on the paymaster general, for three months' 
pay on account. 

The report of the committee on the letter from E. Forman 
was taken up; and Th^^upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office in the State of Fensyl- 
vania, in favour of Ezekiel Forman, for ono hundjod and 
twenty fifty thousand dollars on accotmt.' 

The report of the committee, to whom were referred the 
report of the Board of Treasury, and the memorial of John 
Patton and others, iron masters, was taken up; and it being 
therein recommended. 

The Committee to whom were referred the report of the Board of 
Treasury and the memorial of John Patton and others Iron Masters 
report, 

That, having considered tlie special nature of the contract made 
by the Board of War for shot and shells, th^ are of opinion, payment 
ought immediately to be made; and as it does not appear that this 
can be done, except by drawing bills of Exchange on the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of Versailles, the 
Committee have come to the following resolution, 

That bills of exchange be drawn, under the direction of 
the Board of Treasury, on the minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States, at the Court of Versailles, at six months' 
sight, for fifty-five thousand three hundred and thirty- 

' Thit report, in the writing of Alexander McDoug&ll, is in the Paper* of On Conti- 
noiUii Congreu, No. 19, 1, {olio 299. It wu postponed, as the indonement shows. 

■ TfaiB report, in the writing of John Bullivkn, ia in the Papen of the CtmtinerOal 
Omgrm, No. 10, II, folio S07. 



.y Google 



March, 1781 



279 



three dollajs and one-third of a dollar, at four shillings and 
tax pence the dollar, to be paid to the Board of War, to 
enable them to fulfil their contract for shot and shells.' 

On the questioQ to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 



New Bampehin, 






Mim/Umd, 






Mr. SulHvim, 


«y 


« 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 




Masaachiaetts, 






CaiToU, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Adimis, 


oy 




Yirgmu,, 






LoveU, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Jonea, 


ay 




Wsni, 


ay 




Bland, 


no 


ay 


CoTitueHcut, 






M. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




North Carolirui, 






Root, 


no 


no 


Mr. Burke, 


no 




Wolcott, 


ay 




Sharpe, 


ay 


ay 


Not, Y«rl, 






Johnston, 


ay 




Mr. Duane, 


ay 




South Carolina, 






Floyd, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Mathewa, 


ay 




Ptnnsylvania, 






Motte, 


ay 


•y 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 




Qeoryia, 






CSyKier, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 




T. Smith, 


ay 




Howly, 


ay 


ay 



A report from the Board of War, of 13, with an estimate 
of materials wanted in the department of commissary of 
military stores: and 

A report, of the 15, from the said Board on the western 
department: also 

A report, of the 16, respecting the pay of captain lieuten- 
ants of u>tillery, were read. 

Wab Oftigb March IS 1781 
3m, 

The Board have been honored wiUi a reference from Congress, of a 
letter from Col, Brodhead of the 18* Feb' last, on the subject of the 
Indian Affairs in the Weetem Department and from the general 
Direction that we are "to report a state of the Weetem Department" 

' Thu Toport, in the writing ol H«ilw«tiMr Smith, is in the Paper* ofih* QmtmMM 
Congrttt, No. 26, folio 253. 
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it should seem that Congreas meaat we should also comprehend the 
Military AfFairs of that Department. We hare the honor to enclose 
the last return we have had of the etate and numbers of the troops 
whereby the militsiy strength will appear. The supplies of all kinds 
are extremely deficient and especially in the article of provisions, 
the garrison of Fort Pitt and ita dependencies having been subasted 
for twelve months past in the most scanty and precarious manner, 
and the distress is now so great that we ^ould not be surprised to 
hear of the Poets being abandoned and the frontiers of this and those 
of the neighboring States protected by ihe western troops, conse- 
quentially exposed to the ravages of the Enemy. At the instance of 
tiie Board a supply of Money was put into the hands of Col. Blaine, a 
coDEdderable thne ago, to enable him to have purchased about one 
hundred head of CatUe; but from our latest accounts few or none 
have been purchased and we wfut for Col. Blaine's arrival in Phila- 
delphia to promote a proper Enquiry into the causes of this failure. 
Col. Brodhead appears to have taken every measure to gain supplies 
and among other expedients he was reduced to the necessity of send- 
ing a party into the ladiaa country to kill Buffaloes for the garrison; 
what success this sdieme has been attended with we are not informed 
and it tends more to evidence their distress than to hold out hopes of 
any material supply for the Troops. We wish this description of 
wants could only be applied to the provision department as every 
other ig nearly in the same situation. These causes if the strength 
of the Army would otherwise have admitted of it, have prevented the 
Commanding Officer from carryii^ on any offensive operations, save 
the sending out small parties as scouts, which he has done from time 
to time with various success. The Garrisons now consist of parts of 
two Regiments one of the Pennsilvania and the other of the Virginia 
line, a small detachment of Artillery and some independent com- 
panies. Fort Pitt as we understand is in a very ruinous and defence- 
lees situation and Fort Mcintosh about twenty five miles distant, 
tho' a well constructed Fort, could not for want of supplies resist a 
serious attack. TTie detail of the Militaiy Affairs of this Department 
and a State of other business therein will best appear from Col. Brod- 
head's letters and those of this Board, which have been from time to 
time laid before Congress. Before we quit this part of the subject 
we b^ leave to mention that it seems to us best that either the 
Virginia or Pennsilvania Detachments of the R^;iment6 of those 



.y Google 



March, 1781 281 

State lines should be ordered to join the Army and an entire Regi- 
ment stationed at Fort Pitt, as disjointed corps are not only prejudi- 
cial to Discipline but are otherwise inconvenient. 

The Enemy Inditau to the Westward consisting of tribes of different 
nations, were at first not more than three hundred, the Delaware and 
Shawsnose Nations being much divided. But these hostile savages 
have now a considerable accession of strength from the junction of 
the Northern Tribes, and unless some measures are fallen upon to 
support the friends of the United States among these savages and to 
supply those who are inclined to be neuter the nature of Indians and 
their necessities will compell the whole of them to join the British 
Interest. 

It is certainly expedient that there should be some person invested 
with authority to act as an agent for Indian Affairs and that means 
should be put in his hands to support the friendly savages, to divide 
those who are hostile aod if any <rf them will wage war with the rest 
it would be politic to enable them to do it. As there is no very 
extensive Business in this way to transact it seems to us proper that 
the Commanding Officer should be invested with the powers of an 
agent; but tJie present state of Uie finances appeuB to forbid any 
measures being taken for euppUes to the Indiana to any great amount, 
and until we are in a condition better to support them it should seem 
that it will not be prudent to give large promises, a failure in which 
will only tend to exasperate instead of conciliating tiieir affections. 

The Delaware Council at Cohocking have always appeared friendly 
to our Interests. Their number of figbting men amounts probably 
to one hundred. Many of them were at Philadelphia in 1778 and 
received preeents from Congress. Several of their children are now 
educating at Princeton Colledge at the expence of the United States. 
On the 4"' of January last Congress agreed to a visit from some of 
these Indians as proposed by Col. Brodhead. This visit will be very 
expensive and probably dangerous to the Indians, as the countiy 
through which they pass has much enmity against all Indians and 
cannot be persuaded to make distinctions. We were obliged for 
these reasons to send a strong escort with the Indians who came on a 
former visit to Congress botb on tiieir coming and returning. We 
tiierefore submit to Congress whether it would not be best to send 
some presents to Fort Pitt and supercede thereby the necessity of 
thur coming to Philadelphia. As to building a Fort at Cohocking 
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and sending thereto three hundred men we concore it impracticable^ 
for by the former part of this letter it will appear that we are cot in a 
condition to support even the Garrisons wa ah-eady have in that 
Country. Upon the foregoing State of the Affairs of the Western 
Department we submit the following resolutions — 

That the Executive of the State of Fennsylvania, be eameetly 
lequeated to lay up at Fort Fitt in part of thor Quota of proTisions 
an immediate supply of provisions for six months for a complete 
regiment, consisting of six hundred and twelve rank and file propeily 
fleered. 

That llie Commanding Officer in the Western district be directed 
BO far as he has the means in his power to put the Fortifications at 
Pittsburg in good order. 

That the siud Conmianding Officctr for t&e time b^ng act as Agent 
for Indian AfTaiis in that District and that the Board of War give him 
the necessaiy instructions on this subject. 

That the sum of Dollfus in Bills of Exchange be deUvered 

to the Paymaster of the Board of War to enable the said Board to 
purchase a quantity of Indian goods to be sent to the Commanding 
Officer of the Western Army to be distributed agreeable to the instruo- 
tion of the said Board among such of the futhful savages of the 
Western Nations as ehall be deemed proper objects of the Bounty iA 
the United States. 

That the expediuicy of the Cooahocking Indians making a viat 
to Congress agreeable to the Resolution of the 4^ of January last 
be referred to the [Board of War to take order, that resolution notr 
withstanding — 

That the Commander in Chief take order respecting the Troops of 
vduch the Western Army is or shall be composed so that entire corps 
be drawn together as much as circumstancea wiU permit. 

That Col. Brodhead be informed that it is inexpedient to comply 
with the request of the Delaware Indians as contained in the letter 
of W* Penn and the Councillors of Cooshocking dated the IS'** of 
January last.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

* This report is in th« Papart of Ovt CmUnmUU Coftgnu, No. 147, VI, folio 303. tt 
me read on thie d»y, u th« Indomement iniikatee. It ia further indorsed: "August 
23*, 1781, not to be actad upon." 
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A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Tbeasubt Office March 19* 1781 

Th« Board of Treasury have had under their consideration the 
Letter of the Honble Thomas Smith Esq' read in Congress the Id*** 
instant, and referred to this Board. 

They are of opinion from enquiry into the facts that Ms Smith has 
given a just and true representation of them — That the warrant for 
tiiirty thousand dollars said to have been obtained in August last for 
the repayment of the money borrowed by him remains in the hands 
of the Quarter Master unpaid from there not having been money in 
the Treasury to pay and dischaige the same; and that M' Smith has 
received no payment, as was intended by the said warrant — That con- 
udering the circumstances of this claim by M' Smith the Board are 
of opinion his demand of the new money at forty for one in payment 
is reasonable, and should be comphed with which is submitted to 
Congress, with the following Resolution: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in favour 
of Charles Pettit, assistant quartermaster general, on account 
of Nath' Greene, late quartermaster general, for seven htm- 
dred and fifty dollars new emission, to enable him to repay 
that sum to Thomas Smith, Esq', of Bedford County, in the 
State of Pensylvania, for money advanced by him heretofore 
for the quartermaster department, for which sum the said 
late quartermaster general is to be accountable; and 

That the said assistant quartermaster general be authorised 
to apply the money arising from the warrant in his favour 
upon the treasurer, for thirty thousand dollars, dated 30th 
of August last, to the most pressing purposes of that depart- 
ment.* 

Tbeasuet Offiob, Mareh 16th, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury, having considered the Letter from Charles 
Fettit, Esq., Asaistsnt Quartermaster General, dated the 13 inst. 

■ Tliif report b In tha Papen 0/ 0\t CmtuwnAiI Congnu, No. 136, V, folio ITS. 
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inclofflng a letter of the 7tli together with an Estimate of Money 
necessary for the Quartermaster General's Department in the State 
of New Jersey from John Neilson Deputy Quartermaster for said 
State approved by the Board of War, beg leave to report, . 

That a warrant issue on Joseph Borden, commifiEnoner of 
the continental loan office for the State of New Jersey, in 
favour of Charles Pettit, assbtant quartermaster general, on 
account of Colonel Timothy Pickering, quartermaster gen- 
eral, for sixty-one thousand nine hundred and eighty dollars 
of the ol4 new emission, for the use of the quartermaster's 
department in New Jersey, and for which sum the said 
Colonel Timothy Pickering, quartermaster general, is to be 
accountable.' 

The report of the committee appointed to prepare a rec- 
ommendation to these states, to set apart a day of humiliation 
and prayer waa taken into consideration; and thereupon 

The United States in Congress assembled, agreed to the 
following proclamation: 

la-^ me B of o a lomity and impondinpd ft n g e^whon 'a- 'rindiotigo oo et^ 
punmoB with unre i wibiiig fury a ■«» <■ of wpine aod d e v a s ta tion to re 
duoo us by firo and a wopd, by tho sa v a ge a- of tbe wildefac ae a nd ouf 
a wD - d e mfl fl tio fr to tho - mo e t -a bjoot - and - ignoimgioiiB - bond a gfli it - bocom ea 
tbo ' ind es ponaible duty of tho oitineDa of tho e o Unitod 8 tetc a with t ro a 
pcniteno e- of he art p ublioly - to -a olmowledgo -t be - ovop ruling Pi - ovidono a 
e f God; to oopfo fl o oui * e ffm e e s-a g ft inflt him, and to e upplic a t i o bis g w>- 
e ieus iD t oqw a i t ioD for averting the thro a tonod d a n g o» and ppep a ri ag 
« UT e ffort s in the defonoo and pro fl owtion - of - our inju f ed oeunt^j 

At all times it is our duty to acknowledge the over-rulii^ 
providence of the great Governor of the universe, and 
devoutly to implore his divine favour and protection. But 
in the hour of calamity and impending danger, when by fire 
and the sword, by the savages of the wilderness, and by our 
own domestics, a vindictive enemy pursues a war of rapine 

' 'niis repwt ia in the Paper* of Ae Contintnbil Congrtu, No. 136, V, folio 177. 
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fmd devastation, with unrelenting fury, we are peculiarly 
excited, with true penitence of heart, to prostrate ourselves 
before our great Creator, and fervently to supplicate his 
gracious inteipoution for our deliverance. 

The United States in Congress assembled, therefore do 
earnestly recommend, that Thursday the third day of May 
next, may be observed as a day of humiliation, fasting and 
prayer, that we may, with united hearts, conf^s and bewiul 
our manifold sins and transgressions, and by sincere repent- 
ance and amendment of life, appease his ri^teous displeas- 
ure, and through the merits of oiu* blessed Saviour, obtain 
pardon and forgiveness: that it may please him to inspire 
OUT rulers with wisdom and uncorruptible integrity, and to 
direct and prosper their councils: to inspire all our citizens 
with a fervent and disinterested love of their coxmtry, and to 
preserve and strengthen their union: to turn the hearts of 
the disaffected, or to frustrate their devices: to regard with 
divine compassion our friends in captivity, afSiction and 
distress, to comfort and relieve them imder their sufferiius, 
and to change their mourning into grateful songs of triumph: 
that it may please him to bless our ally, and to render the 
connection formed between these United States and his 
kingdoms a mutual and lasting benefit to both nations: to 
animate our officers and .forces by sea and land with invin- 
cible fortitude, and to guard and protect them in the day of 
battle, and to crown our joint endeavours for terminating the 
calamities of war with victory and success : that the blessings 
of peace and liberty may be established on an honourable 
and permaneDt basis, and transmitted inviolate to the latest 
posterity: that it may please him to prosper our husbandry 
and commerce, and to bless us with health and plenty: that 
it may please him to bless all schools and seminaries of learn- 
ing, and to grant that truth, justice and benevolence, and 
pure and undefiled religion, may universally prevail. 
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And it IB recommended to all the people of theee states, to 
assemble for public worship, and abstain from labour on the 
said day.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

War OincB, BOIf March 1781 

Sm, 

The Board b^ leave to repreeeat that in obedience to the orders 
of Congress they have drawn a warrant on the Fay Master General 
in favor of Lt. Skinner of Lt Co]? Lee's partisan corps for ei^t 
hundred and fifty seven dollars in the new bills, Ttie pay master 
hath this moment informed the Board he hath no money in his 
hand, to pay the warrant. All the money he has is appropriated for 
the payment of the Baron D'Arandt by express order of Congress. 
The waggons are nearly all loaded with th« cloathing for Lt Col* Leea 
Corps which is mider Lt Skinners care, and the Board know of no 
way that the aforesaid sum can be obtained immediately unless Con- 
gress should think proper to order payment to be made out of the 
moneys in the Paymaster General's hands, in which case it may be 
proper to resolve, 

Ordered, That the Board of War take order for the dis- 
chai^e of Lieutenant Skinner's warrant, any former orders 
of CoDgrees to the paymaster general notwithstanding.^ 

There being no entry made on the Journal after the yeas 
and na3r8 taken yesterday, to shew in what manner the ques- 
tion was decided; it being alleged that the report upon 
which the question was taken, involved a point for the deter- 
mination of which the assent of nine states was necessary; 
it was moved that immediately after the yeas and nays 
taken yesterday, be entered the following words, " so it was 
resolved in the affirmative." 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 

* This i«p<at, In tii« writing of JMnM Duane, ia in the Papon q^ t&« Cott^tTiAibil Om- 
grm. No. 24, folio 459. 

* This report is in the Pa-pen of A* CtmtmaOal Congrti, No. 148, 1, folio 331. 
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28 


ItoMtadimetlt, 




UaryTaM, 






Mr.Adami, 


no 


Mr. Hanson, 


nol 




LoTell, 


no no 


Carroll, 


no 


no 


Wurd, 


DO 


rirgima, 






Shodt UUai, 




Mr. Bland, 


no 




Mr. Vamum, 


.y)« 


M. Smith, 


no 


no 


(hmeeHcat, 




N(n<h ChroUm, 






Mr. Huntington, 


•y 


Mr. Borke, 


no 


diT 


Boot, 


•7 »y 


Sharpe, 


•y 




Wolcott, 


no 


SouA Carolina, 






Nm Yirrlc, 




Mr. MathevB, 


no 




Mr. Dnirne, 


'^Uv 


Motto, 


no 


no 


Jloyd, 


.yl*=' 


Geor^, 










Mr. Walton, 


ay 




Mr. Montgomery, 


no 


Pow, 


no 


no 


Clymer, 


no no 


Howly, 


no 




T. Smith, 


no 









So it passed in the n^ative. 

The letter, of 13, from R. Morris, was taken into considera- 
tion, when a motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John] Mathews, 

That Congress do not require Mr. Morris to dissolve any 
commercial connection which he shall have formed previous 
to his taking upon him the office of superintendant of the 
finances of the United States of America : 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 



New Hampahire, 






NwYot^, 






Mr. Sullivan, 


no 


* 


Mr. Duane, 


fty 




MoMochusetU, 






Floyd, 


ay 


ay 


Mr.Adanu, 


no 










LoveU, 


ay 


no 


Mr, Montgomery, 


"■y 




Ward, 


no 




aymer. 


»y 


ay 


Oofmeetievt, 






T. Smith, 


ay 




Mr. Huntington, 


no 




Miryhvd, 






Root, 


no 


no 


Mr. Hanson, 


no 




Wolcott, 


»T 




CuroU, 


no 


no 
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Fwyinil, 






SoiA OrnKm, 




Mr. Jones, 


«y 




Mr. Mathewa, 


«y 


Mftdiaon, 


»y 




Bee, 


ay 


Bknd, 


no 


ay 


Oeotvia, 




M. Smith, 


«y 




Mr. Wilton, 


ay 


Jfofft Carolina, 






Few, 


ay 


Mr. Burke, 


»7 




Howly, 


ay 


Sharp«, 


ay 


«y 






Johnston, 


»y 









So the question was lost. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [James] Duane, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Mathews, as follows: 

The following paragraph from the letter from Mr. R. Mor- 
ris, lately elected superintendant of finance, was considered, 
viz. 

" I am to inform Congress that the preparatory steps I bad 
taken towards procuring myself relaxation from business, 
with least injury to the interests of my family, were by 
engaging in certain commercial establishments with persons 
in whom I had perfect confidence, as to their int^rity, honor 
and abilities. These establishments I am bound in honor 
and by contracts to support, to the extent agreed on: if 
therefore it be in the idea of Congr^s, that the office of 
Bupeiintendent of finance is incompatible with commercial 
concerns and connections, the point is settled ; for I cannot, 
on any consideration, consent to violate ei^agements or 
depart from those principles of honor which it is my pride 
to be governed by. If, on the contrary, Congress have 
elected me to this office, under the expectation that my 
mercantile connections and engagements were to continue, 
an express declaration of their sentiments should appear on 
the minutes, that no doubt may arise or reflections be cast 
on this score hereafter." 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled 
do not require Mr. Morris to dissolve the commercial con- 
nections referred to in the said paragraph. 



.y Google 



March, 1781 289 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and na3r8 being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Adfuns, 



New Bampthire, 
Mr. Sullivan, 
MagaachuaetU, 
Mr. Adftins, 
Lovell, 
Ward, 
Oonneetieut, 
Mr. Huntington, 
Soot, 
Wolcott, 
New York, 
Mr. Duane, 
Floyd, 
Pennaylvania, 
Mr. MoDtgomeiy, 
Clymer, 
T. Smith, 
i^uyland, 
Mr. Hanson, 
Carroll, 
So it was resolved 
Adjourned to 10 o' 



no}* 

no I 
ay I no 



ay I 
ay ay 

ay) 



Viryima, 
Mi. Jones, 
Madison, 
Bland, 
M. Smith, 
NorOi Chrolina, 
Mr. Burke, 
Sharpe, 
Johnston, 
SouSi Carolina, 
Mr. Mathews, 
Bee, 
Georgia, 
Mr. Walton, 
Few, 
Howly, 



ay I 
ay ay 



ay] 

iiyr^ 
ayj 

ay ay 

*yl 



in the {^Brmative. 
'Clock to Morrow. 



WEDNESDAY, MARCH at. 1781 

Sfr. [William Churchill] Houston, a del^ate for New Jersey, 
and Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, a del^ate for the State of 
Delaware, attended and took their seats. 
A letter, of 18 February, irom William Malcolm, was read : ^ 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 
A lett^, of this day, from Colonel J. Wood; and 
A letter, of 20, &om Lieutenant Colonel Du Buysson, were 
read:* 

' Tbii lettw ii in tha Papen of &e ConOnmtal Confrm. No. 78, XVT, folio 135. 
■ Wood's letter ia in the Waahingtoii Papera, Letttn to Wtuhington, No. M, folio 
13S; Dubuyawn's is oa folio 133. 
UXB'—yoL 1»— u — 19 
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Ordered, That they be refored to the Commander in Chief. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Wilkinson, was read, with an 
account of the officers in the Cloathier's department; and 

A letter, of 21, from the Board of War: ' 

Ordered, That the same, together with the report of the 
Board of Treasury, of the 15 day of February last, be referred 
to the committee on the arrangement of the cloathirar's 
department. 

A representation of Henry Bedkin was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The consideration of the letter of 13, &om Mr. R. Morris, 
being resumed, a motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, 
seconded by Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 

That the superintendant of finance be, and he is hereby 
^npowered to appoint and remove at his pleasure, his assist- 
ants in his peculiar office or chamber of business in imme- 
diate connexion with him; it being first determined by the 
United States in Congress assembled, that such assistants so 
to be appointed, are necessary, and what the salary of each 
shall be. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 



JVew Hampehire, 






Nod York, 




Mr. Sullivan, 


•j) 


• 


Mr. Duane, 


»y 








Floyd, 


ay 


Mr. Adams, 


no 




NevjJer$ey, 




Ward, 


no 


no 


Mp. Clark, 


no 


OmnecUait, 






Houston, 


«y 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Ptnnayhttnia, 




Root, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


»y 


Wolcott, 


ay 




aymor, 


ay 



1 mmnaon's letter ia in the Paper* oj (A« Crmttnmlol Contra*, No. 76, XXIV, foUo 
246; the Bovd of War's letter, dated February 21, 1781, is on folio 263. 

* This repreaenUtioii, dat«d Much 20, 17S1, ia m the Paptn of ikt Omimmtal 0>i»- 
gmt. No. 43, blio 19. 



.y Google 





March, 1781 




Damcan, 




North OanUna, 




Ur.McEaui, 


•yl.v 


Mr. Burks, 


ay 


Van Dyke, 


»yl'^ 


Sharpe, 


ay 


i«»T*.«J, 




Johnston, 


•7 


Mr. Bauson, 


"^Lv 


St»t& Carolina, 




CaiToU, 


•yl'^ 


Mr. Mathews, 


■y 


Fiyi»i., 




Motte, 


ay 


Mr. Madison, 


ay 


Qeorffia, 




BUnd, 


no ay 


Mr. Few, 


ay 


M. Smith, 


ay 


Howly, 


«y 



»y 



It was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That the remainder of Mr. Morris's letter be 
referred to a committee of three: 

The members, iSr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read ; Whereupon, 

Tbbasubt Opfics March SO^ 1781 
The Board of Tre&sury beg leave to report. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, in favor of David C. Claypoole, printer to the United 
States in Congress assembled, for nine htmdred and seventy- 
four dollars of the new emissions in full of his account settled 
by the commissioners, the 17th instant, for printing the 
Jomnals of Congress, &c.' 

And sundry copies of the inspectors, Medical, and Army arrange- 
ments from the 9 of Sept. 1780 to theSinst: and for the Pennf Packet 
supplied Coi^resa and the several boards under them from the 2^ of 
Sept. htst to the m instance.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

■ This pwagnph »aa entered by Geargo Bond. 

■Tbiamportia in the Paper* ij^tAfOimfifMmal Congrtu, Ho. 136, V, folio 183. 
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THURSDAY, MARCH i%, 1781 

A letter, of this day, from G. Meaaam, was read.* 

A letter, of January 14, from Major General Greeny was 
read, with Bimdry pap«« enclosed: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Ck>mmittee. 

The report of the Medical Committee, delivered the 15, 
was taken into consideration, and it was thereupon resolved 
as follows: 

Whereas the late regulations for conducting the medical 
department and military hospitals passed the 30th day of 
September last, and amended by several subsequent acts of 
Congress, extends no farther southward than to include the 
State of Virginia; and whereas the present operations of the 
war to the southward, make it necessary that the hospital 
department, in that district, be rendered as uniform to that 
in the northern army as circumstances will permit, that no 
inconveniencies may arise to the army in general from 
different and opposite systems, as its opatitions may eventu- 
ally be intercha^eable from one district to another in a short 
space of time; therefore, 

Revived, That there be one deputy director of the mlUtaiy 
hospitals, in - tho B outhofn distriot e ubjoe t to t he gono w d 
oontgol of - tho - dirootog who shall, in the absence of the 
director, have the general control and management of all 
the military hospitals that are or may be established to tho 
B oufehwQMi of Virginia under the orders of the commander 
of the southern army for the time being. 

When the foregoing resolution was under debate, a motion 
was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, after the words " the director," to insert "for the south- 
em army;" and on the question, shall those words be in- 

> This letter ia in Uw Paptn o/lhe ConttnmJal Congrtu, No. 78, XVI, folio 139. 
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aertedf the yeas and najs being required by Mr. [Thomaa] 



New Hampthirt, 






Ddaufore, 




Mr.SuffiTan 


no 


* 


Mr. McKean, 


no 


MauaOmaii, 






Van Dyke, 


no 


Mr. Adams, 


no 




Maryland, 




Ward, 


no 


no 


Mr. CanoU, 


no 


Ehcdelilavd, 






Virgin^. 




Mr. Vamum, 


no 


* 


Mr. Jonee, 


no 


GmiuetidU, 






Bland 


no 




no 




SmiUi, 


no 


Boot, 


no 


no 


Norih Garoima, 




Saa Yorl, 






Mr. Burke, 


no 


Mr. Duane, 


no 




Sharpe, 


no 


Floyd, 


no 


no 


Johnston, 


no 


New Jersey, 






Sovih Carolina, 




Mr. Clark, 


no 




Mr. Mathews, 


»y 


Houston, 


no 


no 


Bee, 

Motte, 


ay 

ay 


Mr. Montgomery, 


no 




Oeoryia, 




Clymer, 


no 


no 


Mr. Howly, 


no 



ay* 



0)* 

So it passed in the negative. 

Resdved, That within th e for the army aforeeaid, digtoi e t 
there shall be one chief physician of the hospital, who shall 
also be a surgeon; one chief physician to the said army, who 
shall also be a surgeon; two hospital physicians, who shall 
also be surgeons; and four surgeon's mates for the hospitals; 
one deputy purveyor with an ssastant, one deputy apothe- 
cary with an assistant; and to each hospital, a steward, 
matron, orderly men and nurses as is directed in the arrange- 
ment of tiie northom hospital, passed the 30 day of Sep- 
tember aforesaid. 

That the deputy dhrector, deputy purveyor and deputy 
apothecary, have and exercise the same powers which are 
exercised by the director, purveyor and apothecary respec- 
tively, agreeably to the arrangement above-m^itioned: 
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That the pay of the deputy dbector be one hundred and 
forty dollars per month, that of the deputy purveyor and 
deputy apothecary, each one hundred and twenty dollars 
per month; and they shall severally be entitled to the same 
emoluments, and subject to the same regulations and restric- 
tions as their respective principals are entitled or subjected 
to by the above-mentioned arrangement and the amendments 
thereto: 

That all the other officers of the hospital and medical staff 
for the southern di s trict army, exercise the same powers, per^ 
form the same duties, receive the same pay and emoluments, 
and be subject to the r^;ulations and reetrictions laid down in 
the aforesaid arrangement for officers of like deemption; 

Provided nevertheless, that the powers therein directed to 
be exOTcised by the director, and any two chief physicians 
and surgeons of the hospital, shall, in the absence of the 
deputy director, be vested in and exercised by the next 
officer in the hospital department for the southern army, and 
BO on in succession, in conjunction with the two next seniors.^ 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the election 
of the officers in the hospital department for the southern 
army. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 13, 
from the Board of War, together with the estimate of quar- 
termasters' stores for the ensumg campcugn, delivered in a 
report, which was taken into consideration, and, after debate: 

The Committee to whom was referred the estimate from the Board 
of War and the report of that Board of the IS"" inst, Report. 

That they approve the aaid eBtimate and recommend that money 
be granted and appropriated to carrying the same into execution 
with all possible expedition and thereupon beg leave to submit the 
following Resolve, 

>Thiar«p(rt,mlliBwiitiiigofThaodoric]cBluid, lain the Popov a/th< ContbwUai 
Oofif/mt, No. 22, folio S3. 
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Be»6U>td, that the Board of Treasury report to Congress, the ways 
and means for fumishiag the Board of War with seven hundred and 
fifty four thousand five hundred and seventy four dollars and axty 
ninetieths of a dollar in specie value to be appropriated to the pro- 
curation of Stores for the Army so far as concerns the Department of 
the Quarter Master General.' 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report the ways and 
means of furnishing the sum of five himdred thousand dollars 
specie value for the quartermaster's department. 

The comnuttee to whom was referred the letter, of 17, 
from the Board of War, delivered in a report: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideratioa to 
Morrow. 

The committee, to whom was referred "The act of the 
I^islature of the State of Connecticut, vesting in Congress, 
for a limited time, a power to levy and collect duties Cor the 
purposes mentioned in the act of Congress of the 3 day of 
February last;" report,* 

" That it appears by an estimate reported to Congress, that 
upon loan office certificates and other loans made for the use 
of the public, an annual interest arises of more than one 
million of dollars : 

"That the said debts being contracted on the faith and for 
the defence of the United States, and Congress having no 
means to discharge either the principal or interest, justice, 
good faith and the honor of the Confederacy, require that 
certain adequate and perman^it funds should be provided 
by the respective states, and appropriated for the satisfaction 
of the public creditors and for supporting the war: 

" That, upon mature deliberation, it was the unanimous 
opinion of Congress that a duty on imports and prizes would 

1 Thii repeat, in the writing of 'nieod<»ick BUad, is in the Paptr* of ifttf Continental 
OmgrtM, No. 27, folio 129. 
* ftom tbia point the entries are by Geocge Bond. 
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be most equal throughout the United States, and least burth- 
ensome to our citizens : 

" That Congress, therefore, recommended it to the respective 
states as indispensibly necessary, to vest a power in Congress 
to levy the duty on imports and prizes, mentioned in their 
act of the 3d of February last; and that the said duties 
should be continued until the principal and mterest of the 
debts already contracted, or which might be contracted, on 
the faith of the United States, for supporting the present war, 
should be fully and finally discharged : 

" That in the opinion of the committee, the proviso at the 
close of the act of the l^islature of Connecticut, will defeat 
the good intentions of the said requisition, which aims at 
giving the public creditors, who have vested or shall vest 
their property in the funds, a substantial and adequate secur- 
ity which shall operate until their debts are fully satisfied: 

" That from the estimate laid before Congress, the produce 
of the duty on imports and prizes will, during the war, fall 
greatly short of the annual interest, even of the loan office 
certificates; and will, in the opinion of the committee, justly 
alarm those who have lent their money to the public, if the 
funds so to be assigned, should be limited for a short or any 
period, which will not afford them reasonable security, and 
continue in force until the debts due to them are faithfully 
discharged;" Whereupon, 

Resolved, By the United States in Congress assembled, 
That it be, and hereby is earnestly reconmiended to the 
legislature of the State of Connecticut, to revise the above- 
mentioned law, and to alter and amend it agreeably to the 
requisition in the act of Congress of the 3d day of February 
last to wit: 

That the proposed duties on imports and prizes shall be 
continued until the principal and interest of debts already 
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contracted on the faith of these United States, for the sup- 
port of the present war, shall be fully and finally discharged.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 33. 1781 

A letter, of 1, &om General Washington, enclosing a memo- 
rial from Colonel M. Hazen, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Artemas] Ward, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 

A letter, of 22, from B. M'Clenaghan and others, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. [John] 
Hanson, ^Ax. [George] Cl}nner. 

A letter, of 2, from R. Troup, enclosing a letter from the 
hon** Doctor Franklin, dated August 10, 1780, was read.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 8, from 
£. Blaine; and 

The Committee to whom waa referred the letter of the Conmiia- 
sary General of purchases of the S"* instant beg leave to submit the 
following resolutions to Coi^ress : 

Whereas Congress are infonneii by the Commissary Oenend of 
purchases, that by reason of the deficiency of fresh prori^ons, the 
army are in a great measure fed by the salted provisions which were 
piinrapally desdgned to supply the army in the hot season, and in 
times of sieges and capital operations against the enemy, And 
whereas by the same biformation Congress are given to under- 

' ^tis rep<at, in Qie wriliiig of Junes Duuie, is in the Faptn ofQ» CoTitmmtal Car^ 
gnu, No. 20, 1, folio 269. 

On this at Ml ftppiozimate date was read & letter of Theophilus Gardner and Patrick 
Fetnll, dated thia date. It is in the Faptn of Iht (7(mfm«nJaI Congrm, No. 78, X, 
folio 311. 

Here Thomson resumes the entries. 

* This letter is In the Papon o/a< CmUntntai Congnn, Ko. 162, X, ftdio 9. 
■ The letta of McClenachan and six othen is in the Paptnof On CoT^meiOal Con- 
gnu, No. 78, XVI, folio 143; Troup's is in No. 78, XXII, foUo 449; Fnmklin'B cm folio 
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stand that such scanty supplies of flour have been furnished as to 
render the subastence of the anny uncertain and precarious, And 
Whereas it is absolutely necessary that the supplies of flour and fresh 
provisions should be regularly made according to the requisitions of 
Congress to the seTeral States by their Act of the 4* of November 
last, especially as the consumption of provisions is dayly increarang 
by the acceswon of new Recruits to the army. 

Resolved, therefore that the States be again called upon to fumi^ 
the provisions agreeably to said Act of the 4** of November last; 
And that they be informed that unless the strictest attention is 
given to those requiations, the important views respecting the ensu- 
ing compugn will probably be defeated, And that in case this shall 
happen the war will likely be prolonged beyond a poiod which 
might otherwise be expected. 

And Whereas there is good reason to apprehend that the esti- 
mates made of the quantitys of live provisions furnished the army 
have, in many instances been very erroneous, by means whereof 
the United States are charged with much larger quantitys than 
have been actually supplied, whereby an unrightioua advantage has 
been obtfuned by individuals to the injury of the Fublick. 

Resolved therefore that the executive power of the several States 
appoint disinterested and judicious Freeholders to apprize upon 
oath according to their best judgment the weight of all live provi- 
sions purchased for the use of the army or navy, at the time when 
such provisions shall be collected for that purpose within the State 
where the ssjne hss been purchased. And that a certificate under 
the hands of at least five such apprizera together with a proper cer- 
tificate of their having been appointed by such executive shall be 
produced as vouchers to support any charge for supplies of this 
kind, agunst the United States. And that the costs of such apprizal 
shall be at the expence of the respective States.' 

The committee appointed to apportion the quotas of the 
states, delivered in their several reporta. 

The rq>ort of the committee for apportiomng the quotas 
of the states, was taken into consideration; and, thereupon, 

' This report, in the writiog ol Oliw Wolcott, la in tfae Paper* of Iht Con&nmbd 
Congrtn, No. 19, I, folio 381. It ia indoned by Tbomeon: "Importftnt." It is in 
the Bst of postponed reports in No. 31, folio S71. 
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Resolved, That the quota of one million 


five hundred thou- 


sand dollars, called for by act of 16, be ai 


! follows; 




New Hampshire, 46, 080| four quarterly payments, 


184,323 


Massachusetts, 264, 965} 




1, 059, 863 


Bhode Island, 29, 146i 




116,585 


Connecticut, 195, S44J 




783, 377 


New YoA, 43, 200i 




172, 803 


New Jersey, 103,682 




414, 728 


Pensylvania, 264, 965} 




1,059,863 


Delaware, 24, 4801 




97, 921 


Uaryland, 182, 026} 




728, 107 


Virgmia, 288, 006i 




1,152,026 


North Carolina, 57, 601 




230, 404 


1, 500, 000 


6,000,000 



Resolved, That the sums assessed shall not be considered as 
the proportion of any State, but being paid into the treasury, 
shall be placed to their respective credit, bearing an inter^ 
of six per cent, per annum, from the time of payment imtU 
the quotas shall be finally ascertained, agreeably to the Arti- 
cles of Confederation. And if it shall then appear that any 
State is assessed more than ita just quota of the said tax, it 
shall continue to receive interest on the surplus; and if less, 
it shall be charged with the interest on the deficiency, xmtil, 
by a future tax, such surplus or deficiency shall be properly 
adjusted. 

The report of the committee on the letter, of 17, from the 
Board of War, was taken into consideration; and, after 
debate. 

The Conunittee to whom was r^erred the report from the Board of 
War of the 17th March, with sundry other papers relating to the pris- 
oners under the Convention of Saratoga, and the Cowpen prisoners, 
&c,&o, 

Find that it is provided under the 2nd and 3rd Articles of the 
Convention of Saratoga, and recognised in the 9th Article of the said 
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ConTottion that unlees a Cartel should take place, by which the Army 
under lieut: General Buigoyne, or any part of it may be exchanged, 
those troops are not to serve again in Xorth America during the pres- 
ent Contest, notwithstanding which your Committee are well informed, 
that great desertions have taken and do daily take plaoe among the 
British Troops prisoners under the aforesud stipulationa, who after 
being eucouraged thereto by the Enemy, are immediately drafted into 
their Regiments, now in actual Service against these United States. 
Your Committee cannot but think it highly expedient to take effectual 
measures, to prevent such mischievous consequences as do or noay 
arise from such an unjustifiable procedure on the part of the Snemy, 
to the welfare of these United States, in which it is notorious that 
eveiy effort is made by them to evade the most solemn stipulations. 
Your Committee beg leave f arthw to report, that from a strict adher- 
ence to the tenor of the aforesaid treaty, a very considerable' balance 
is due to these States, for rations uid transport furnished the said 
Troops who have been supplied with full rations of provisions more 
than what is usually allowed to prisoners of war under any descrip- 
tion, for which no payment has been made for more tiian two years, 
altho frequently demanded. In order, therefore, to prevent future 
desertion from the British Troops of Convention, your Committee are 
of opinion that it is necessary, the non commissioned Officers and 
Soldiers of the said Troops be forthwith closely confined and effec- 
tually guarded so as to prevent them from going to the Enemy. That 
such of them as shall escape in future, be treated as Enemies holdiog 
no futh, that such of their Officers as may attempt to hold any cor- 
respond^ce with the Enemy or others or take any steps to promote 
their escape, shall be deemed and treated as having forfeited their 
paroles. 

That unless immediate payment is made for ptoviaon and tian»- 
port heretofore furnished the said prisoners under the Convention of 
Saratoga according to rates stipulated in Article the 5th, no more or 
other provision shall be issued to the said prisoners, but such as are 
issued to prisoners in other circumstances. 

Your Committee are of opinion, that for the security and pro- 
viding the miconditional prisonera of war and the prisoners under 
the Convention of Saratoga, they should he disposed of in the fol- 
lowing manner, viz: 

That the Cowpen prisoners and all the unconditional prisoners of 
war in Virginia and Maryland, be immediately removed to Pensyl- 
vania under a strong Guard; 



.y Google 



March, 1781 SOI 

Thai the British prisooere under the said ConTention remain at 
Frederick Town in Mainland, and be closely confined, except the 
Officers who should have th^ parole, and be sent to Simsbury in 
Connecticut, where the^ can be more conveniently quartered than 
at present; 

That the German Troops imder the said Convention, diall remain 
near the Town of Winchester in 'Vir^nia and be confined to the Bar- 
racks, built there by order of the State of VirginiA, and the guard 
now theire, added to such guards as the State of Maryland shall fur- 
nish at Frederick Town, and be employed in guarding the prisoners 
at that place; 

That the R^iiment of guards, raised by the State of Vii^inia, be 
appcmited to guard the German Troops under the said Convention, 
and that Colonel Wood be continued in the Command and Superin- 
tendancy of the Convention Troops both German and British; 

Whereupon your Committee submit the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the unconditional prisoners of war in Muyland and 
Virginia, be immediately removed under a etrong guard into the State 
of Pensylvania, where they are to be confined, under the direction of 
the Board of War. 

Resolved, That that Board take immediate measures, for furnish- 
ing a suffidmt Guard, for their Escort and safe keeping. 

Resolved, That the German Troops under the Convention of Sara- 
toga be confined to the Barracks, built by the State of Virginia near 
Vnnchester, and that the Regiment raised by the said State for 
guarding the Prisoners of Convention be assigned as a guard for the 
said German Troops. 

BesoJved, That the non-conuniaaioned Officers and Privates of the 
British prisoners imder the said Convention be forthwith closely 
confined at or near Frederick Town in Maryland, or in such other 
place or places within that State as the Governor and Council shall 
direct, and unless immediate payment is made for the provisions and 
transport heretofore furnished the prisoners under the said Conven- 
tion, that no more or other provisions or transport be furnished or 
allowed them, but such as are furnished to unconditional prisoners 
of war by order of Congress. 

Resolved, That the Officers of the Gennan Troops be paroled to 
a district in the County of Frederick in Virginia, not exceeding ten 
Wles in CircumfOTence, and that the Officers of the British Troops 
of the Convention be ordered to Simsbury in Connecticut, stationed 
there or at such other place, as the Executive of that State shall 
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think proper within the said State, and be paroled to a District not 
exceeding Six Uiles in Circumference, and that the Executive of the 
said State of Connecticut, be requested to appoint a proper person 
to superintend their Conduct and to report thereon to Congress or 
the Board of War. 

Resolved, That no transport be allowed to the prisoners under the 
CoDTention in future at the ezpence of the United States, and that 
the commanding officer having the care of the said Troope, have full 
authority to limit the number of w^gona and horses to be hired 
by them, for the purpose of transporting ba^age, Ac, or the number 
of Horses to be kept by the Officers, and the price to be by them 
given for forage to support their own Horses, or of provisions for 
themselves. 

Resolved, That the Board of War take immediate measures for 
carrying into execution the aforesaid resolutions.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order thereon. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [George] Walton: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Ww 

A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 
Tbkasobt Office, March SI, 1781. 

The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report — 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 
a delegate for the State of North Carolina, a warrant issue in 
his favour on Thomas Smith, commisaoner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for twenty thousand 
dollars of the old emissions, for which the State of North 
Carolina is to be accountable. 

The Board of Treasury, according to order, delivered in a 
general account of the salaries due to the officers on the civil 
list up to the first of March instant, which was read. 

In compliance with an order of Congress of the 234 of Febr last 
directing the Board of Treasury to report the sums due to the Officers 
of the civil list. Hie Board beg leave to present the report of the 

'A copy of thu report ia in tb« Washington Fapen, Lttttn to WaMn^/Um, 96, tolio 
140. 
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Auditor Gen' to them, on the several accounts of those Officers as 
liquidated t^ the Chamber in consequence of the order aforesaid. 

The Board hare only to mention, that the account of Francis 
Hopkinson Esq. Treasurer of Loans waa fully settled by the Superin- 
tandants of the Treasury on the 19 of July 1779 and a sum of 6503 
dollars including a quarter's salary then allowed in full compensation 
for all his demands, as set forth in his memorial to Congress of the 
12* of July 1779 "referred to the Board to take order thereon" 
which sum M' Hopkinson now coosidOTs as an advance of money: 
claiming under the resolution of the 4 of Dec' 1780, a retrospect to 
the time of his appointment to office which is admitted by the Com- 
missioners of the Chambers of accounts, and the account is settled 
by ^em accordingly.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, MARCH 24. 1781 

A petition of Aaron Levy was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

An application of Henry Neill, in behalf of the State of 
Delaware, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan oflice for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of Richard Butler, for three hundred 
dollars new emission, being the balance of his account as 
agent of Indian affairs, settled by the commissioners of 
accounts the 20th instant. * 

'ThiareportiaiiithePap«r»o/(S<C(mriii«rUaiCOTiff«M, No. 136, V, folio 186. "Hie 
enclosure, QentrtU Aecount of Solaria ie Airearaga du€ to the Civil iMt dee to the f* 
ItanA 1781, is in No. 34, folio 267. 

' Levy's petition, dated M&Tch 23, 1781,18 iaOiePapeno/HuConlinenlal Congrtu, 
No. 42, IV, folio 278; Neill'a application, dated Uaich 24, 1781, is in No. 20, II, folio 215. 

• This r^KHTt is in the Paper* of At Coidinmtal Conjrwi, No. 136, V, folio 193, 
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A motioQ was made by Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Mathews: 

Wliereas it is just, that the holders of certificates for prizes drawn, 
or to be drawn, in any of the classes of the present United States 
Lottery, shall sustain no loss thereon by any depreciation of the paper 
bUls of credit, emitted by Congress subsequent to the dat«e of such 
certificates respectively, Therefore resolved, 

1. That the principal money contained in such certificates shall 
finally be discharged at the time, the rate, and in the same manner 
aa other Loan Office certificates are directed to be discharged by the 
act of Congress of the 28^ day of June last. 

2. That the principal of all such Certificates, for prizes that bear 
date on the 2dtt day of April, 1780, shall be diecha^ed at the rate 
of one Spanish Milled Dollar, or the current exchange thereof in 
other money at the time of payment, for every forty dollars of the 
Bills of credit contained in such certificates, and those which shall 
be taken out hereafter shall be discharged at the rate of one Spanish 
Milled dollar, or the current exchange thereof in other money at the 
time of payment for every fvii^ sixty five dollars of the Bills of Credit 
contained in suc^ certificates. That the interest on all sudi certifi- 
cates, at the rate of six per cent per annum, computed on the prin- 
cipal ascertained as aforesaid, shall be paid annually at the like rate, 
until the principal shall be paid. 

3. ^at no Loan office certificates shall from and after the date 
hereof be issued on the tioan officer of Fennsylvanis, except for 
prizes drawn or to be drawn in the United States Lottery, and for 
the payment of interest on Loan office Certificates, nor by the Loan 
officers of any of the other States from and after the first day of 
May next, or after any earlier notice of this Act, except in the cases 
before excepted.' 

Ordered, That it be refrared to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [\^lliam 

Churchill] Houston, Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 

by [Mr. Isaac] Motte, in the words following:' 

'Thie motion, in the writiiigcj ThonuB UcEeui, is in the PaperM of the Conlinmtal 
Cojigmi, No. 36, I, tolioa 133, 135. 

'Bland's motion, and the proceedings following, were also entered in the manv- 
aciipt Secret Journal, Foreign ASain. 
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Whereas, there is great reason to believe that the commu- 
cations of Congress to their minister at the Court of Madrid, 
and from ^im to Congress, have been and are intercepted by 
the machinations of the instruments of the Court of Great 
Britain; 

Revived, therefore, That be appointed, and he is 

hereby appointed, to reside at Cadiz, and authorized to 
receive and dispatch all letters to and from Congress to and 
from their minister at the Com^ of Madrid; and that 
be remitted him for the purpose of paying express couriers 
to and from that port to the Court of Madrid. 

That a circumstantial account of the several actions and 
successes of our troops against those of the enemy since the 
battle of Camden, be transmitted through the aforesaid 
channel to our minister at the Comi^ of Madrid, and a copy 
of the act of Vii^inia relinquishing their right to the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi/ 

It was moved by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. 
M[eriwether] Smith, that the consideration of the motion be 
postponed, on which, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland: 



New Hampshire, 






Penneyhmwt, 




Mr. SuIHtui, 


ay) 


* 


Mr. Montgomery, 


ay 


MuMaetinueOx, 






Clymer, 


ay 


Mr. Adams, 


«y 




Delaware, 




Ward, 


ay) 


ay 


Mr. MoKean, 


ay 


Omneaitni, 






Van Dyke, 


ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Marylaiui, 




Koot, 


ay 


ay 


Mr. Hanson, 


ay 


Wolcott, 


ay 




CaiToll, 


ay 


NeioJeruy, 






Virginia, 




Mr. dark. 


ay 




Mr. Bland, 


no 


Houston, 


ay 


ay 


M. Smith, 


ay 



' Thia motion, ia the vriting of Theodorick Bland, ia in the Paptn o/tht Conlinmtal 
Cmgreu, No. 36, IV, folio 329. 
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North Carolilta, 




Qeor^a, 




Mr. Sharps, 


no I 


Mr. Few, 


'^l.v 


Johnston, 


Howly, 


•yt''^ 


South CnraKno, 








Ur.Beo, 

Motte, 









So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the committee on 
the letters and papers of E. Fonnan and J. Gibson, and 
report of the committee on the letter of F. Hopkinson, in 
the room of Mr. [Joseph] Jones, who is absent: 

The member, Mr. [Daniel] CarroU. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
[Theodorick] Bland, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

Wab Office March £4, 1781. 
Sm. 

Tha Board have been honored with a reference of a motion respect- 
ing the travelling ezpences of Col. Wood. It appears to us that 
Col. Wood's expences ought to be paid as lus situation is singular and 
what is done for him cannot establish a precedent tor othera. We 
would therefore beg leave to report the motion as .made by Col 
Bland.* 

Resolved, That the supreme executive of the State of Vir- 
^ia be authonsed and requested to appoint suitable persons 
to settle the accounts of Colonel Wood, respecting his com- 
mand in superintending the prisoners imder the Convention 
of Saratoga, and if they think it right to allow his reasonable 
travelling expences between the two posts which he superin- 
tends, with those for one servant while on that duty." 

A report from the Board of War on the memorial of Cap- 
tain Bedkin: 

A report ^m the same on the representation of Captain 
Lucas: and 

Two other reports from the same, one on a letter from 
S. Miles, deputy quartermaster for Pensylvania, the other 

' Thia report is in the Paperi of the Continental CmgrtM, No. 147, VI, folio 321. , 
* This motion, in the writing of Theodorick Bland, is in the Paptrt oftita CcmHnejUat 
Ctmgrat, No. 147, VI, folio 32S. 
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respecting the re^ment of artillery artificers at Carlisle, were 
read.' 

The committee to whom were referred J. ^^Ikinson's letter 
respecting the cloathi^s department, the report of the Board 
of War on that subject, Ac, delivered in a report; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of James Wilkinson, 
cloathier general, approved by the Board of War, a warrant 
issue on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan 
office for the State of Pensylvania, for four thousand dollars 
of the new emisdoa, to enable him to dischat^ in part the 
arrearages due to the officers in the cloathing department, 
and for which sum the said James WilkinjBon, cloathier general, 
is to be accountable: ' 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be 
postponed. 

A motion was made by Mr. fTheodorick] Bland respecting 
the cloathing department: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the foregoing committee. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of War on the letter 
of S. Miles, deputy quartermaster, be referred to the dele- 
gates of Pen£fylvania. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read; 
Whereupon, 

Wae OmcB March U, 1781 
Sib 

The Board have giTen the orders to Col Wood respecting the Con- 
vention Prisonera. It will be necessary for an Americaa Officer to go 
with the British Officers to Connecticut. For this purpose money 
should be furnished Col. Wood to bear the ezpences of the Officer he 
will send with the British Officers. We have no means of furnishing 
it unless Congress will plesse to direct, 

That a warrant for fifteen thousand dollars in Bills of the old Emis- 
sions be drawn on Thomas Smith Loan Officer of the State of Penn- 

* The Boud of War raport T««pecting Samuel Miles ii in the Paper* d/I&« Continental 
Congrtt, No. 27, {olio 131. 

* The rep<»to{ which thia paragraph is a put is in the Paper* o/thcCimttneniaZ dm- 
jnu. No. 78, XXIV, folio 257. Set anle. Vol. XVIII, p. 1018. 
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Bylrajua in Favor of Col. Jamea Wood to enable him to fumish an 
Officer to be sent to Connecticut on publio business with moneys to 
bear his Expences; Or 

Resolved, That the executive of the State of Maryland be 
and hereby are requested to pay to Colonel James Wood, 
Buperintending the Convention prisoners, fifteen thousand 
dollars of the old emissions, or an equivalent in the bills 
emitted pursuant to the act of Coi^ress, of the 18 March, 
1780,to enable him to comply with the orders he has recdved 
from the Board of War, and charge the same to the United 
States, for which sum he is to be accoimtable.' 

A memorial from the honorable the Miaister of France 
was read: 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister plenipotentiary 
of France, by a mem<»*ial informed Congress, That the 
king, being made acquainted with the situation of the 
affairs of the confederacy, had resolved to continue dur- 
ing the next canqiaign the land and sea forces which are 
now in this continent. That unforeseen obstacles had 
prevented the junction of the second divisio i of sea 
forces with the first, as soon as was expected; but that 
it was to sail as soon as possible; and that Congress 
should use their utmost e^rartions to have their army 
ready for action without the least delay. 

But while the kli^, actuated by his love for the United 
States, of his mere motbn was giving them succours 
which he was imd^ no obligation to do, and out of 
regard to them lessened the efforts which he could have 
made for his own advantage, he had reason to expect a 
proportionable activity from Congress; and he hopes that 
the United States, which have so much to gain or lose 
by the issue of the contest, will employ all their resources 
in the present conjuncture; and that the Coi^ress which 
is entrusted with their dearest interest will hasten to 

■Thifl report ia in the Paperiof the Continmtat Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 317. 
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adopt e£Feottial measures for conducting matters to a 
happy issue. 

The Chevalier de la Luzeme, when he communicated 
to the king the news of the final ratification of the con- 
federation, thought himself warranted to assure his 
majesty that this event would have a happy influence 
on the councils of this republick; that they would 
thereby acquire all the enei^ necessary for conducting 
the important business entrusted to them; that the 
union would receive new force; and he did not doubt 
but the ensuing campaign would give decisive proofs of 
this. And the minister relies that his hopes, which are 
the same as are entertained by the whole continent, will 
not be disappointed. It is at the same time essential, 
while Congress are mH.king the necessary arrangements 
for the ensuing campaign, that they should Imow for 
certain that they are to coimt only on their own resources 
for defraying the expenses that it will require. The 
frankness of the king, and the friendship he bears to 
the United States, will not permit him to encourage an 
errour which they appear to be in, with respect to the 
pecxmiary aids which they seem to expect. The desire 
of securing their independence had induced his majesty 
to exceed the measure of the engagements he had con- 
tracted with them; and he will continue to support their 
interests, either by powerful diversions or by immediate 
succours; and they may rely not only on his most scru- 
pulous ptmctuality in the execution of his engagements, 
but upon all the extraordinary assistance which it will 
be in his power to g^ve them. But as to pecuniary 
aids, the aionnous expenses of the present war, and 
the necessity of preserving credit, which is the only 
means of providing for those expenses, do not permit 
his majesty's ministers to give Congress the least hope 
in that respect. The Chevalier de la Luzerne will not 
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dissemble that his court was exceedingly surprised on 
being infonued of the step which Congress had taken in 
disposing of bills drawn on their minister, although they 
could not be ignorant that they had no funds for di»- 
charging them. This is a conduct totally inconsistent 
with that order which his majesty is forced to observe in 
his finances, and he has no doubt but, in future, Con- 
gress will most studiously a^^id a repetition of it. He 
has nevertheless resolved to discharge the bills which 
became due last year, to the amount of one million of 
livres; and it is probable his majesty will be able to 
provide funds to the amount of three millions for the 
dischatge of those which will become due in the course 
of the present year. The king's ministers have also 
procured for Mr. Franklin, whose zeal, wisdom and patriot- 
ism deserve their utmost confidence, the sums necessary 
for the purchase he is ordered to make. These expenses, 
joined to those occaMoned by sending a fleet and army 
to this continent, far exceed what Congress had a right 
to expect from the friendship of their ally; and the 
Chevalier de la Luzerne is persuaded, that from this 
moment Congress will abstain from that ruinous measure 
of drawing bills of exchange without the previous knowl- 
edge and consent of his majesty's ministers. And as 
their attention b employed in what may be most for the 
convenience of the United States, they propose that 
Congress should furnish the fleet and army of his majesty 
which are in this country with the necessary provisions, 
and receive in payment bills on the treasury of France, 
which will be punctually dischaiged. As to the manner 
in which this arrangement may be made, the minister 
will have the honour of entering into a minute discussion 
with a committee which he begs Congress would be 
pleased to appoint to confer with him on the subject. 
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The above was referred to a committee of mx, namely, 

Mr. [Joseph] Jones, Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. [Thomas] 

Burke, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] Madison and 

Mr. [John] Hanson.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 

letter, of December 2, 1780, from Doctor Franklin, and that 

three members be added to that committee: 

The members, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [James] Madison, 
Mr, [John] Hanson. 
The Medical Committee delivered in a report. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, MARCH 26, 1781 

A letter, of 21, from General Washington; and 
A letter, of 15th October, from W. Carmichael, were read.' 
A letter, of 10th, from the governor of Massachusetts; and 
A letter, of 10, from the senate of Massachiisetts, were 

read:^ 
Ordered, That the letter from the senate be referred to a 

committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Samuel] Adams, Mr. [James] Duane, 

Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott. 
A letter, of 19, from the governor of the State of New York 

to the delegates of that State, was read: 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, 

Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

A petition of William Kinnan was read:* 

> This memorial was entered only in*tlie manuscript Secret Jounial, Foreign A&airs. 
It is printed in the Diflomatie Corrapimdence of the Amtrican Rewlutian (Wharton), 
IV, 328. 

> Waabington's letter is in the Fapen o/the CmUiTunUU Congrtu, No. 162, X, folio 21. 
Carmicbael's letter ia printed in the i>ipIoi7ia(ic Corretpondenee of Ae Ameriean Sevolu- 
tum (Wharton), IV, 99. 

* The Governor's letter is in the Papert of Qit Conlinoital CongrtM, No. 65, 1, folio 
617; that of the Senate is on folio 621. 

* This petition, dated March 26, 17S1, [a in the Papert <4 IA4 ConliTMnlal Ctm^rew, 
No. 41, V, folio 79. 



.y Google 



'812 Journals of Congress 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of John Henderson, in behalf of 0. PoUock, 
was read:' 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] McKean, seconded by Mr. 
[Joseph] Mofitgomery: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Joseph Carleton, paymaster of the Board 
of War and Ordnance, for thirty thousand dollars new emis- 
sions, to enable the Board of War to comply in pwt with 
their contract for shot and shells. 

A letter, of 22 February, from the governor of Virginia, 
was read, with a memorial enclosed from Messrs. Stodder, 
Kenr and North ;^ Whereupon, 

On motion of iSr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
MJeriwether] Smith, 

Ordered, That authenticated copies of the said memorial, 
protests and affidavits, be transmitted to the hon. John 
Adams, and that he be instructed to represent the case to 
which they relate to their High Mightinesses the States 
General of the United Provinces of the Netherlands, and to 
claim such redress for the memorialists as justice and the law 
of nations require.' 

According to the order of the day, the motion of Mr. 
[James] Madison was taken into consideration, and after 
debate: 

Adjoxu^ed to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

' This memorial, undated, ia in the Fapen of Hit Continenbil Cangrat, No. 41, IV, 
(olio 177. 

* The Viqiinia letter is in the Papers of the ContiritrUal CoTigrui, No. 71, II, iolio 
45; the memorial of Stodder, Keir, and North is in No. 41, IX, folio 133. 

' Thia Older and the pminble were tito entered in the manuscript Secret loumal, 
Fweign A&in. 



lyGoogle 



March, 1781 313 

TUESDAY. MARCH a?. 1781 

A letter, of 19, and one, of 21, from the govCTnor of Vir- 
ginia, were read : ' 

Ordered, That the letter, of 21, be referred to the Board of 
War to take order. 

A letter, of 21, and one, of 24, from Colonel Pickering, 
quartermast^ general, were read, with sundry papers 



Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Wilkinson, cloathler general, 
was read, d^iring leave to resign: 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

A letter, of 23, from the governor of Maryland, was read.' 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Teeasuet Ofpicb March XSrf 1781 

Whereas Coi^Tess did by their Act of the 15 day of Februdty last 
-authorize Joseph Howell Jun'' one of the Auditors of accounta for the 
Main Aimy to open his office in Philad* for the purpose of Bettling 
such accounts as come properly before him as Auditor aforesaid, ajid 
whereas a variety of accounts in consequence thereof have been pre- 
sented to him and settled: whereby it becomes necessaiy, that dur- 
ing the residence of the aforesaid Auditor in Fhilad- there should be 
a power lodged with some Board, that may supersede the necessity 
of reporting such accounts to the Commander in Chief, or commander 
of a detachment as is directed by the Ordinance establishing the 
Auditor aforesaid which directs, 

"He shall present the accounts settled by him, and the abstract, 
with certificate of what is due, to the Commander in Chief, or com- 
mander of a detachment having a Military chest, who shall thereupon 
unless he has reason to the contrary, issue warrants on the Pay 
Master, or JX. Pay Master Oen' in discbarge thereof," Whereupon 
the following resolution is submitted: 

I The letter of 19 is in the Pap«n of Out Cbntinmlol Congn$i, No. 71, II, folio &7; 
that of 21 ia on folio 67. 

*The letter of Ibrch 21 Iain thflPapmc/a* Cmthimlal Omgrett, No. 147, VI, 
foUo 463; that of 24 !■ on folio 427. 

'Wilkinson's letter is in the Paper* <4 Qie OMUfmnJat Ctmgmt, Ko. 78, XXIV, 
folio 297; the MaryUnd letter is in No. 70, folio 461. 
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Resolved, [That the Board of War be, and they are hereby, 
authorised to receive and examine such accounts as shall be 
reported to the said Board by Joseph Howell, jun. one of 
the auditors for the main army during his residence in 
Philadelphia, and to issue their warrants on the paymast^ 
general, or deputy paymaster, in discharge of such of tiie 
accounts aforesaid as the said Board shall judge prop^ and 
necessary, in the same manner as the Ck>mmander in Chief, 
or commander of a detachment having a military chest, are 
directed by the ordinance of the 30th July, 1779.' 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of George Bond, deputy 
secretary to Congress, a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Pensylvania, for twenty thousand dollars old emis- 
sions on account of his salary, and for which he is to be 
accountable:' 

That on the application of John L. Clarkson, clerk to the 
Board of Treasury, a warrant issue in his favor on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner aforesaid, for ten thousand dollars old 
emissions, on account of his salary, and for which he is to be 
accountable].' 

The motion of Mr. Madison was agun taken into consider- 
ation ; and thereupon, the following ordinance was passed : 

An ordinance relfttive to the capture and condemnation of prizes. 

The United States in Congress assembled, taking into consideration 
the implacable war waged against them b; the King of Great Britain, 
and judging it inconsistent with their dignity as a free and independ- 
ent nation, any longer to continue indulgences and exemptions to any 
of the subjects of their enemy, who is obstinately bent upon their 
destruction or subjugation, have thought proper to ordain and 

"ntiaieport iain tliaPoperi<i/'A« CanHnmUd Cbngmt, No. 136, V, folio 189. 

* TluB report ia in tiia Papen of the Contintnlal Congreit, No. 136, V, folio 209. 

■ This report u in the Pop«rfo/tb Conlinenfal Conj^rw, No. 136, V, folio 203. 
The portion In brackets was entered in the Journal hy Oeorge Bond. 
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order, and it is hereby ordained and ordered, that henceforward gen- 
eral reprisals be granted against the ships, goods and subjects of the 
King of Great Britain; so that as well the fleets and ships of these 
United States, as also all other ships and vessels commissioned by 
letters of marque or general reprisals, or otherwise, by the authority 
of the United States in Congiess assembled, shall and may lawfully 
seize ^ ships, vessels and goods, belonging to the King or Crown of 
Great Britain, or to his subjects or others inhabiting within any of the 
territories or possessions of the aforesaid King of Great Britain, and 
bring them to judgment in any of the courts of admiralty that now 
are or hereafter may be established in any of these United States by 
the authority of the United States in Congress assembled : and the 
said courts of admiralty are hereby authorized and required to take 
cognizance of and judicially to proceed upon all and all manner of 
captures, seizures, prizes and reprisals of all ships and goods that are 
or shall be taken, and to hear and determine the same, and, according 
to the course of admiralty and the laws of nations, to adjudge and 
condemn all such ships, vessels, and goods, as shall belong to the King 
of Great Britain, or to his subjects, or to any others inhabiting within 
any of the countries, territories or dominions, or possessions of the 
aforesaid Kiiig of Great Britain. 

And that the Board of Admiralty or Secretary of Marine forthwith 
prepare, and lay before the United States in Congress assembled, a 
draught of instructions for such ships or vessels as shall be commis- 
fiionated for the purposes above mentioned. 

And it is hereby farther ordained, that the destruction of papers, or 
the possession of double papers, by any captured vessel, shall be deemed 
and taken as just cause for the condemnation of such captured vessel; 
and that [when any prize, having been taken and possessed by the 
enem^ twenty-four hours, shall be retaken from them, the whole of sudi 
re-captured prize shall be condemned for the use of the re-captora ; but 
in cases where the prize shall have continued in the possession of the 
enemy lees than twenty-four hours, it shall be restored to the original 
owner of owneia, except one-third part of the true value thereof, which 
shall be allowed as salvage to the re-captora]. * 

And it is hereby farther ordained, that the dtizens and inhabitants 
of theee United States be, and they hereby are, strictly enjoined and 
required to abstain from all intercourse, correspondence or dealings 

' The mbatuice ol the put in biacksts, ia the wiitiiig d Jamee Duame, la in the 
Paptn of the Continmial CoJtgrat, No. 36, 1, folio 127. Another vendon, in the writdng 
of Jamea Madiwin, ia on folio 131. 
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whatsoever, with the subjects of the said King of Great Britain, while 
at open war with these United States, as they will answer the same 
at ^eir {>eril; and the executives of the several statea are hereby 
called upon to take the most vigilant and effectual measures for 
detecting and suppressing such intercourse, correspondenceor dealings, 
and bringing the authois thereof, or those concerned therein, to 
condign punishment. 

And in order the more effectually to remove every colorable pre- 
tence for continuing such intercourse, it is hereby ordained that from 
and after the first day of November next, no benefit shall be claimed 
from, nor countenance or r^ard paid to any letters of passport or 
safe conduct, heretofore granted by the Congress of the United States, 
to any of the citizens or inhabitants thereof, or to any person or per- 
sons whatever, for the removal of their property or effects from places 
within the dominions or possessions of the said King of Great Britain: 

Provided always, that this ordinance shall not extend to authorize 
the capture or condemnation of any vessel belonging to any inhabitant 
of Bermudas, which, beii^ loaded with salt only, may arrive in any 
of these United States, on or before the first day of May next. 

And it ia hereby ordained, that all former acts or resolutions of 
Congress, contraiy to the tenor, true intent and meaning of this ordi- 
nance, be and they are hereby repealed. 

Done by the United States in Congress assembled, the twenty- 
seventh day of March, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and eighty-one, and in the fifth year of our Independence. 

The United States in Congress assembled proceeded to the 
election of a deputy purveyor of the hospital for the southern 
army, and, the ballots beiAg taken and counted, Dr. Nathan 
Brownsoa was elected, he having been previously nominated 
by Mi. [Samuel] Adams. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WSDNBSDAY, MARCH 38, 1781 

The Board of Admiralty, ptuBuant to the order of Con- 
gress of June 8, 1780, and directions afterwards given respect- 
ing public cloathing and military stores, delivered in a report, 
accompanied with a number of papers, which was read. 

Pursuant to the Resolution of Congress of June the 8!* 1780, and 
that of October 25^^ in the same year the Board of Admiralty beg 
leave to Report, 
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Thftt aa soon aa they received the direction of Congress of the 25t* 
of Octoher they sought for the reasons of the doaths and mihtary 
storeB not being exported from France of such persons as had been 
in Fiance, and had amTed here previous to that direction, and also 
from such others as afterwards came hither from that Kingdom, yHio 
it was thought were capable of furnishing any information on that 
subject, and from time to time reported the result of their inquiiy, 
until the arriTal of Capt. Jones. On his arriTal the Board resumed 
that busings, and \a order to become acquainted with his conduct 
during his absence and to investigate the causes of the cloathing and 
military stores not being exported they thou^t proper to prepare 
and lay before him a ntmiber of Questions relative to these points, 
and to require his answer to them in writing, b^inning with hia 
departure from New Hampshire in the Ranger, the If! Day of Novem- 
ber 1777, and ending with his departure from France. In pursuance 
of this plan a number of questions were drawn up and presented. At 
the time they Vfere presented to him, the Board conceiving that in 
the restrained mode of question and answer, he might not be able 
to communicate his sentiments so fuUy as be and they could wish, 
they desired him to subjoin to his answers all such mattera as he 
should think would throw hght on their inquiry. 

The Questions (and answers) with a great number of letters handed 
by him to the Board, accompany this Report; such of the letters as 
appeared to relate more immediately to his answers are referred to in 
the margin thereof; the rest are arranged in Files, according to their 
number and dates, and some of them which regard particular sub- 
jects and transactions are in separate parcels, with labels, denoting 
their contents ; These letters are put up in four bundles, the Gist marked 
A from No. I to 10, the second marked B from 11 to 20, the third 
marked C from 21 to 30, and the fourth marked D from 31 to 42 
incluedve, a list of the packages and letters in each bundle is thereunto 
annexed. 

The Board have read all those letters with as much attention as 
numberless applications and the ui^em^ of Congress for a Report 
would allow, and upon the whole are fully satisfied that the cloathing 
and military stores procured in consequence of the application of the 
Honorable Congress to his most Christian Majesty not coming out in 
season, hath not been owing in any measure to a want of the closest 
attention to that business, either in the IGnister Plenipotentiaiy of 
these States, or to Captain Jones, tdio have on the contrary made 
evety application and used evety effort, to accomplish that purpose, 
but that it was owing to Captain Landais' taking the Command of 
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the AVianee, contrary to the express orders of Doctor Fraobiin, and 
proceeding with her to America. 

It waa the intention of Captain Jones to have Ino't out a laige 
quantity of stores in the Arid, which he had borrowed of Qototb- 
ment for that purpose, under the convoy of the Alliance, which also 
could have taken in a considerable quantity; but this plan was 
frustrated by the malconduct of Landais as before mentioned, for 
which, and other malconduct he was on the 6A Day of Jan'. 1781. 
sentenced by a court martial to be broke, and rendered incapable erf 
serving in the American Navy for the future. 

His conduct prerious to his reassuming the Command of the ASi- 
anee and during the cruize or expedition to the North Seas, was not 
brought b^ore the court martial, because Captain Jones, who had 
exhibited charges against him, to the Admiralty Board was not 
present to support them, and to institute a prosecution against him, 
after a dismission from the service, hath been thought improper. 

After this short digression, the Board proceed to report that the 
plan for bringing out the cloathing &f. bong frustrated in manncv 
aforesaid. Captain Jones endeavoured to obtain from the minister of 
the marine of France an additional Vessel for that purpose, and this 
fiuling applied for a laiger Ship than the Arid, requesting several 
Gentlemrai of distinguished character, to back his application, but 
neither tiie one or the other could be effected. Things being in this 
utuation he sailed from France with the articles of stores and dis- 
patches mentioned in his answers. Unable to mform the Board with 
certainty what persons purchased the cloathing &' and who were 
charged with the shipping of it, he refwred them for information 
to Mi Sam'. Wharton, to whom the Board have written on this sub- 
ject. I^eir letter marked A. with his answer marked B accompany 
this report. 

From 1£ Wharton's answer, and other corroborating letters and 
information, it appears that no money was furnished by the Court 
of France to the Minister Plenipotentiary of these States, or his 
Banker to enable him to procure cloathing. 

That the French Court gave a Commission for that purpose to its 
own agent Mon^eur Le Ray de Qiaumont, and he either received 
the money, or waa authorized to draw upon the Treasury of France 
for payment thraeof. That M- Jonathan Williams of Nantes was 
employed by him to buy it. That at L'Orient MesiR Gourlade & 
Moylan are Monsieur Chaumont's agents for shipping the cloathing 
and military stores, and that they as well as M? Williams act wholly 
by orders from him. 
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Captain Jones was aaked by the Board after he had givoa in \aa 
answers to their queations, whether he heard any thing respecting 
the ^ii-ing of a ship to bring out the cloathiug &f. after hia return 
in the Arid to L'Orient. Qs answer was " after my return I heard (rf 
M' Chaumont's hiring a ship called the Marguia de La Fayette for 
that purpose. I do not know when she would come out; she was at 
Bourdeaux when I sailed." 

A quantity of public cloathiug purchased by Mr John Boss, and 
not part of that procured in consequence of the application made by 
the Honorable Congress to bis Most Christian Majesty, was witb 
some private propnty shipped by him on board the Brigantine I/tike, 
which sailed under convoy of the Arid, and was forced back to France 
by the same storm, in which she was dismasted. This Brigantine 
sailed tbe second time about the last of October without convoy 
and was taken. The Arid sailed the ISA of December after waiting 
ten or twelve days for the dispatches. How it came to paas that 
the public property was thus hazarded and lost whra by detaining 
the Brigantine about a month she might have been convoyed by 
the Arid, we leave to M^ Moylaa the owner of said Brigantine to 
explain. It is not our business to criminate. It is our duty to 
Report facts. Captain Jones hath declared to the Board, that 
neither Gourlade or Moylan ever spake to him respecting the Lake'$ 
sailing under convoy of the Arid after her return to L'(>ient. 

With r^ard to the conduct of Captain Jones, the Board beg leave 
to report, that the views of the Mfuine Committee in sending Capt. 
Jones and hia views in going in the Ranger to France were, that he 
might take the command of the Ifut/iain a Ship that was building in 
Amsterdam on a new construction under a contract made by the 
Commissioners of these States at Paris and with her in concert witii 
the Banger, annoy the trade and coasts of Great Britain. When he 
arrived at Nantes, the Commissioners sent for him to Paris; after 
remaining there some time he was informed, that they had assigned 
their property in the Ship Iitdian to the King of France. 

Captain Jones returned to Nantes; plans and undertakes a secret 
expedition in the Banger. His designs and success appear at large 
in his answer to the 2t Question. He leaves the Banger at the 
instance of the Court of Fli^nce, to take the command of the Indian, 
He is disappointed and takes the command of the Bon Homme 
Bichard, the property of tne King, and of a squadron at ^e expence 
of the Crown of France under the Commission and flag of the United 
States of America. The Alliance was made part of the said squad- 
ron, and put under orders by D( Franklin. This Squadron was at 
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first committed to his discretion, and he had a Tariety of objects m 
view. His fiist, second, and last objects axe pointed out in his snsver 
to the 12^ question. Hie orders vhich he received in Europe vill 
best explain the objects of t^e Court of France, and of the American 
Minister at that Court. 

His success in the expedition with the squadron from L'Orient 
round the West of Ireland, North of Scotland, and East of England to 
the Texel appeared in a particular account thereof transmitted by 
Captain Jones to the Preeident of Congreea, and is one of the papers 
herewith preeented. 

That ever since Captiun Jones first became an ofBcer in the Navy 
of these States, he hath shown an unremitted attention in planning 
and executii^ enterprizee calculated to promote the essential interest 
of our glorious cause. That in Europe, althoi^ in his expedition 
through the Irish Channel in the Banger he did not fully accomplish 
his purpose yet he made the Enemy feel, that it is in the power of a 
small squadron under a brave and enterprizing Commander to retali- 
ate the conflagration of our defenceless Towns, and took the Drake, 
a Ship in number of Guns and Men superior to the Sanger which she 
was sent out to capture. That by Ids reputation and address, he 
obtained the Command of a Squadron under the Flag and Laws of 
these States, at the expence of our generous allies, and therewith cap- 
tured the Serapie, and Scarborough, spreading uniTersal alarm through 
the Island of Great Britain, and ite dependencies. That in bis expe- 
dition with that squadron, he made a number of prisoners sufficient 
to redeem all our fellow citizens in British Dungeons, and established 
a Cartel for their exchange. 

That he hath made the Flag of America respectable among the 
Flags of other nations. That returning from Europe he brought with 
him the esteem of the greatest and beat hiends of America, and hath 
received from the illustrious Monarch of France, that reward of war- 
like virtue which his subjects obtun by a limg series of faithful 
services or uncommon merit. 

The Board are of opinion that the conduct of Capt: John Paul 
Jones merits particular attention, and some distinguishing mark of 
approbation &om the United States in Congress assembled. 

Signed by order of the Board 

Fra: Lewis. 

Adhibaltt Boabd 

Mar6h £&^ 1781} 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

I l^iia teport is in tlia Papen of the Ctmtinmtal Congrtu, No. 37, folio 363. 
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THURSDAY. MARCH ag, 1781 

A memorial of Captain LeVacher de St. Marie was read:^ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order for three months' pay, the resolution of the 4 January 
notwithstanding. 

A letter, of 24, from Doctor W. Burnet, was read, signify- 
ing his acceptance of the office of chief physician and surgeon 
of the hospital." 

A report from the Board of Treasury on the letter of John 
Lawrence, treasurer to the State of Connecticut, was read ; 
Whereupon, 

Tbeasubt OrrrcE, March £6'!', 1781. 

The Board of Trensuty on the letter of John Lawrence, IVeasurer 
to the State of ^nnecticut sad late commissioner of the loan office 
in the eaid State, acc<mipanied with a letter of the same dat» from 
Ins ExcellflDcy Qovemor Tnimhull to them refcared, beg leave to 
report. 

Ordered, That the treasurer of the United States be 
directed by the Board of Treasury to draw an order on the 
said John Lawrence, treasurer aforesaid, in favour of Ephraim 
Blaine, commissary general of purchases, for the sum of one 
million of dollars, in part discharge of a warrant drawn in 
his favour by the President of Congress on the said Lawrence, 
as treasurer to the State aforesaid, for one million three 
hundred and twraity-nine thousand one hundred and fifty 
dollars, dated the 1st day of July last, which is to be sub- 
stituted in place of a warrant to be returned and cancelled 
at the treasury, drawn by the President of Congress on the 
said J. Lawrence, as commissioner of the loan office in the 
State aforesaid, dated the 24th of January, 1780, in favour 

I Tbia memorial, dsted Uaidi S8, 1781, is in the Paptn of Hu Continent^ Cangnu, 
No. 78, XVI, folio 163. 
* Thb letter ie in the Papen of iht Contmmtid Congnu, No. 7S, IV, folio 153. 
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of the said E. Blaine, and hath been paid out of the monies 
raised in the said State for the use of the United States. 

On a farther report from the Board of Treasury on the 
letter, of 13 instant, from J. Fierce, paymaster general: 

Ordered, That for the discharge of the pay and subsistance 
due to the main army on the estimate exhibited by the said 
J. Pierce, of the 11 December last, John Lawrence, treasurer 
to the State of Connecticut, be and he hereby is authorized 
and directed to pay to the order of the aforesaid John Pierce, 
paymaster general, eight hundred forty-four thousand eig^t 
hundred and thirty-six dollars, the residue of a warrant 
drawn on him by the President of Congress for eight hundred 
and sixty-four thousand eight hundred and thirty-six dollars, 
in favour of Colonel Palfrey, late pajmaaster general, assigned 
by him to Thomas Reed, deputy paymaster general, for the 
pay of the army, dated 17 April, 1780, and for which he hath 
given his promissory note on taking up the aforesaid war- 
rant, as appears by his letter, of the 31 January last, to the 
Board of Treasury; 

That the treasurer of the United States be du«cted by the 
Board of Treasury to draw an order on Henry Gardner, 
treasurer to the State of Massachusetts, in favour of John 
Pierce, paymaster general, for the sum of two million two 
himdred and eighty-one thousand nine hundred and forty- 
four dollars old emissions, payable out of the monies due on 
the quotajs raised by the said State for the use of the United 
States, for which said sums, amounting to three millions one 
hundred and twenty-six thousand seven hundred and eighty 
dollars old emissions, the said paymaster general is to be 
accountable. 

The board on the memorial of John Lloyd transmitted to Congress 
in hia Letter of the 28*'' of February last, beg leave to report 

That ihey have abeady reported at two BeToral times upon the 
case of M' Lloyd viz' on the 23* of March 1780 and on the 2'* of Janu- 
ary 1781 ; to which th^ beg leave to refer: and thcty are of opinion 
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there is nothing contained in his last letter and memorial that should 
induce Coi^ress to order payment in loan office certificates of the 
date he mentions.' 

On a farther report from the Board of Treasury on a letter 
from Messrs. Burrall and McCall, extra commissioners of 
accounts, dated Hartford, March 8, 1781: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on John Lawrence, treasurer 
for the State of ConnecUcut, in their favour for thirty thou- 
sand dollars each in bills of the old emissions, on account of 
their salary, and for which they are respectively to be 
accountable. 

A petition of Henry Armistead was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of George Tudor, late of the 5th Pensylvania 
regiment; and 

A letter from B, Bankson, one of the clerks in the oflfice 
of the commissary of issues, were read, with sundiy papers 
enclosed : 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition of Frederick Bicking; and 

A memorial of Jacob Geiger, were read.* 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of 
21, from the governor of Virginia; and 

The del^ates of Pensylvania, to whom were referred the 
letter from S. Miles and report of the Board of War thereon, 
delivered in their several reporte; Whereupon, 

Wab Office March £8^ 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have in consequence of that part of Governor JeSee- 
son's letter ordered off as many Musket Cartridges from the small 

■ Thia lepcft ii in the Papen of the ConHnenlal Congrat, No. 136, V, folio 1(H>. Tho 
Ust puignph waa postponed, u the indonement ehows, uid on October 27 Llc^'a 
memorial wae tetened to the comptroller. 

■ Thia peticLam lain th« Pap«no/(b CtmtmmUd Ctmgren,'No. 78, 1, f[>lio UI. 
■Tudiv*! manorial, dftted Uaich 26, 1781, la in the Paper* <^ iht Continental Om- 

yreu. No. 41, X, st^o 121; the Banbon letter, aigned by Geo. Beiuell and B. Bank- 
■on, Jun., in in No. 78, IV, folio 157; Bicldng's petition, dated Much 27, 1781, is in 
No. 42, 1, folio 246; Geiget's memorial, dat«d March 28, 1781, ia in No. 41, III, folio 
47». 
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Btock the Commissaiy Omieral has on hand aa c&n poambly be spared. 
The distress evidenced by this letter is but the b^;inning of the mia- 
fortunes which must inevitably fall both on the Main and Southern 
Annies for ^e want of Ordnance Stores of almost every description 
which are in the whole deficient tho' we have most of the Article of 
powder. Of Lead Flints and Cartridge paper there is an absolute 
want, and even the smallest supply would be of service to keep our 
affairs in this way from total stagnation. If four thousand dollars 
in Specie or the value of it in current money could be famished 
inunediatel^t in part of the general estimate, we should be enabled 
to buy about ten Tons of Lead and a small supply of Flints, Car- 
tridge paper and thread. If Congress should think proper to be 
informed of the quantities of those articles or any others in the Ord- 
nance Department on band ihe Board will be happy to give the in- 
formation at a moment's notice. We cannot add to the repeated 
representations we have made on the necessity of enabling the Com- 
missary General of Military Stores to prepare the stores necessary for 
the Army and without which no operation can be undertaken. The 
estimates already before Congress sufficiently shew the nature and 
necessity of the articles wanted and the danger of their not being 
supplied and prepared. 

If the sum now asked for is more than [can] be furnished, any sum 
that can be given shall be ezpoided so as to produce as many of 
the articles as possible. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Peosyl- 
vania, for four thousand dollars of the new emission, in 
favour of the commissary general of military stores for the 
purchase of articles mentioned in the said report; and that 
this warrant be paid in preference to any others heretofore 



The Del^ates of Pennsylvania to whom was referred the Report 
of the Board of War with a letter of Samuel Miles 'D''. Q' M' Gen' for 
Pennsylvania Report as follows, 

That they have conferred with the executive council of Pennsyl- 
vania and found in them a ready disposition to advance the sum 
required in Colo. Miles's estimate, to enable the fiist divi«bn of the 
Pennsylvania line to begin their march, but that having already 

■ Tbia i«port ia in the Paptn o^ 1A« Contmmtal Ctrngnu, No. 147, VI, folio 347. 
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advanced to Colo. Miles the aum of Three thousand five hundred 
pounds for the service of the United States, on his personal obliga^ 
tion, they thought it but reasonable on the new advance consented 
to that a warrant comprehending both sums should be issued by 
Congress in their favor, in whidi sentiment the Delegates concur 
with the Council and therefore submit the following Resolution, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer of the 
United States for twol w a feon a and nine bundrod and thirty 
thjoo dollogg tliirteen thousand four hundred and sirty-six 
dollars and two-thirds of a doll^ new emission, in favour 
of the supreme executive ooimcil of Pensylvania, being the 
amount of monies advanced at sundry times to Colonel S. 
Miles, deputy quartermaster general for Pensylvania by the 
said council for the service of his department, for which sum 
the quartermaster general is to be accountable.' 

The committee to whom was refrared ihe> letter, of 22, 
from B. McClenachan and others, respecting the piuvhase 
of caxmon, report that the Board of Admiralty, who were 
empowered to take order respecting that matter, have 
finished the business, and that the said B. McClenachan and 
others have obtained an order from the Board for the delivery 
of ten pair of cannon. 

A letter, of 29, &om J. Fatton and Robert Coleman, was 
read;' Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the money arising from the sale of the 
cannon mentioned in the foregoing report be applied to 
enable the Board of War to con^ily with their contract for 
shot and shells. 

A report from the Boaid of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commia- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Mr. S[amuel] Johnston, one of the dele- 

> Thk leport, in the irritmg of G«oige Clymer, ii in tho Paptn of tA« CotUineTUal 
OanfiTat, No. 20, II, folio 119. 
* This letter is ia the Papm of Ih* Conimtnbd Ccmgr-*, No. 7S, XVIII, folio 366. 
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gates of North Carolimi, on his application, for twenty 
thousand dollars old emissions, for which the said State of 
North Carolina is to be accountable.' 

The conunittee to whom was referred the letter, of the 19, 
from the governor of New York; 

The conunittee on the letter, of 9th, from Alexander 
McDougall; 

The committee on the letter, of 13, from R. Morris; deliv- 
ered in their several reports: 

The Committee to whom waa referred the letter of tiie 13 inst 
from Robert Morris, Esq' on the Bubject of the office and duties of the 
Superintendant of Finance, report. 

That they have attentively considered the said letter, and have 
caUed upon M' Morris for such further and particular exphmations 
as appeared necessary. His letter to the Committee they have 
annexed to their report for the satisfaction and information of 
Congress. 

On the whole matter committed to them they submit the following 
Resolutfona : 

That the Superintendant of Finance be, and he hereby is, authorised 
to remove from office or employment for incapacity, negligence, dis- 
honesty or other misbehaviour all persons entrusted 
with and immediately employed in the expenditure of 
the public money, and also all such as are, or shall be, in his judg- 
ment unneceesaiy; provided that such power of removal from office 
shall be limited to the duration of the present war. 

"Hiat he be authorised to exercise a hke power with respect to those 
who are immediately entrusted with the issues or expenditure of 
public supplies, stores, oi other property. 

That he be authorised to exercise a like power with respect to those 
who are employed in stating, examining and passing the public 
Accounts; and all receivers of the Continental Revenues of the 
United States. 

That t^e said Superintendant of Finance shall exercise the afore- 
said powers BO far forth only as any of the persona who may be 
affected by them, act in a civil capacity: and such Poweis shall not 
extend to interfere with the ruik or Commission of any Officer in the 
line of the Army. 

> lliiB report IB in tbe Popart p/Oc C<mlintnial Congrtu, No. 136, V, (olio 211. 
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lliat when any person is remoTed, aa aforesaid, the Superintendant 
of Finance shall transmit to such authority, Board, Minister or Officer 
to whom it may belong to supply the vacaat^, the naiae of any 
person bo removed, and report to Congrees the reasons for su(di 
removal. 

That the Superintendant of Finance be authorised and directed, 
whenever he shall deem it expedient, to put in Arrest by order in 
Writing any of the persons hwein before described as employed or 
entrusted with the expenditure or issues of public money or stores, 
who are, or shall be amenable to tiie law martial and who shall appear 
to him to have committed any waste, embezzlement or misapplica- 
tion of the public money, stores or other property, and to give imme- 
fliate notice of such arrest to the officer whose duty it may be to order 
a Court of Enquiry or Court-martial as the nature of the case may 
require: and such Officer is hereby directed to order proceedings on 
the said arrest in like manner as if the same had been ordered by a 
military Officer duly authorised. 

That the forgoing powers shall not extend to those who are, or 
shall be, duly entrusted with money for secret services, they being 
accountable to Congress only, the Commander in Chief or such person 
or persons as they may respectively appoint for that purpose.* 

Ordered, That the report on the letter from Major General 
A. McDougall be taken into consideration to Morrow, and 
that on the letter from Mr. Morris on Saturday next. 

The report of the Board of War on the representation of 
Captain John Lucas was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

At a Boaed of War March «0" 1781. 

Present Mr Peters 

Gen'. Cornell. 

The Board have considered the reference with which tiiey wera 
honored by Congress on the memorial of Captain Lucas, and beg leave 
to observe, that it appears by the enclosed certificate (to which we 
b^ the particular attention of Congress) that Captain Lucas hsa 
pay due him for a considerable time in the Continental bills, which 
is at this time of but little value, and no mode as yet settled for 
making good the depreciation to Officers, except by the States to 
which they belong; at the same time they must further observe, 

' This rep<xt, in the writing of WilliAm Churchill Houston, ia in the Paperi of the 
ContmerUal Ctmsm*, No. 19, IV, folioa 309-3U. 
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that Cnptain Lucas has rocetred in the new Bills one hondred and 
forty eight dollars, which is onlj two dollsrs short of throe months 
pay and subsistence. If &t)m the afor^oing state of facte, and the 
distressed situation of Qeotf^a, in which line be is, and the utility of 
his going to the southern Anny there should appear sufficient induce- 
mento for Congren to nrder any further sum advaooed, it may be 
proper to resolTe, 

Ordered, That the Board of "War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general, in favor of Capt^n John Lucas of the 
late Colonel White's raiment of the Georgia line, fcnr three 
monUui' pay and subsiBtance equal to one hundred and fifty 
dollars of the new emission on account, to enable him to 
join the southern army. 

N B The Board beg leave to observe that there is a number of 

Officers belon^^ng to the Oeorgia line nearly in the same utuatlon 
with Captain Lucas on account of pay scattered in the Country.* 

The delegates of Georgia laid before Congrees sundry 
papers relative to the captivity of Sir James Wright, and the 
parole given by him, and the violation of that parole: 

Ordered, That the same be r^erred to a ccHmnittee of 
three: 

The members, Mr. [Geoi^] Walton, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, ]Vfr. [Thomas] Bee. 

[A report from the Board of Treasury on the letter of Aaron 
Levy was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That until tHe loan ofiSces of South Carolina and 
GeoTgia be fixed, and public notice thereof given, agreeably 
to the resolution of Congress of the 3d of August last, the 
treasurer of the United States be empowered to issue loan 
office certificates in discharge of interest that is or shall be 
due on loan office certificates issued from either of the loan 
offices aforesaid, in the same manner and upon the same 
principles as certificates for interest are issued from other 



■ ThJB reiMHt b In the Paptn o/the Corainentat Cmgrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 311. 
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The Board of TrMsuiy have considered the memorial and papers 
presented to Coi^ress hv Nathaniel Rochester in behalf of Colonel 
Thomas Hart and b^ leave to report 

That Colonel lliomas Hart's accounts ought to be settled in the 
Bouthem department, where they were contracted, 
and paid out ot the monies arising from the quotas 
of the Southern States. 

The Board of Treasuiy, to whom was referred the petition 
of Isaac da Costa, report: 

"That for the pa3nnent of the interest due on the Certifi- 
cates said to have been taken out of the loan office of South 
Carolina, the Petitioner be referred to Michael Hill^as, in 
pursuance of the act of Congress of the 3d of August last; 

That payment of the principal sums of the said Certifi- 
cates in the present state of the finances cannot be made:" ^ 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled 
agree to the said report.] ' 

The report from the Board of War, respecting the regiment 
of artificers, was taken into consideration; and, thereupon, 

Wab Office Marek £8^ 1781 
Sm. 

Tha Board have been honored with a reference of Colonel Pick- 
ering's letter of the 24*" inst and b^ leave to report on that part 
of it which relates to the Artificer Regiment which in our opinion 
requires immediate determination as there are a number of Officers 
drawing pay and rations wiiose services are on all hands agreed to 
be unnecessary. As to the subjecting the Artificers totally to the 
orders of the Commanding Officer of Artillery it was a su^estion of 
Colonel Pickering's. The same difficulties as to hiring will exist in 
the Ordnance as are supposed in the Department of Quarter Master 
Qeneral, the ri^iment of Artillery Artificers (one company whereof 
was always witii the rank in die field) being also about to be dis- 
solved. The Officers now with the Artillery Artifi^eis we believe to 
be very capable and therefore it may be proper to retain these in 
preference to those of the other r^unents. Not being competent 
judges of this we wish the matter to be left open for the determination 
of the Commander in Chief who will consult, no doubt both the (^ 

> This rep«t ia in the Paptr* of tA« Coruintntal Cangrtu, No. 136, V, folio 206. 

*'Vb% portion in bncksU waa entered by George Bond. 
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Master Qea'. and the Commanding Officers of Artillery, and ordw 
the company to be Mnployed, aa well as officered, aa dial! be most 
expedient. 

Resolved, That the foment of artificers, commanded by 
Colonel Baldwin, be dissolved; and those of the non-comznia- 
sloned officers and privates whose times of service are unex- 
pired, and are now with the main army, be formed into one 
company, under such officers, and be employed in such way, 
as the Commander in Chief ^all direct: 

That the artificers with the southern army be also formed 
into one company, under a competent number of officers to 
be selected by the commanding general of that army: 

That all offic«% of the regiment of artificers not retained 
by virtue of these resolutions, be no longer considered in the 
service of the United States.' 

Was Office JfarcA £S^ 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have received informatioD from Carlisle that the greater 
part of the raiment of Artificers there are liable to the same dispute with 
reepect to their enlistments as induced the discharge of great nmubers 
of the Pennsylvania Line. Finding this precedent established, we 
have given orders for the discha^e of all the Men under this predica- 
ment. This part of the raiment will be reduced to about fifty Men 
and we see no prospects of reuniting it nor is it perhaps eligible under 
present circumstances that it should be so. We therefore deem it 
proper that Congress be pleased to direct. 

Resolved, That all the non-commissioned officers and men 
of the regiment of artillery artificers at Carlisle, whose times 
of service are unexpired, be formed into one or more com- 
pany or companies, and the officers at that place, except 
Captains Wiley and Jordan, be no longer considraed in the 
service of the United States. 

The discharge of so many of the Men of this regiment will throw 
still greater obstacles in the way of procuring the Ordnance supplies 
than hare heretofore existed and involves the greater necessity of the 

■ TtUB report ia in the i>aj)a-*(!/'lA< Continmtal Congreu, No. L47, VI, blioSSl. 
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Department bdng supplied with money that the articles may be 
procured on contracts which cannot be done without cash, tho' with 
it this method will probably turn out the cheapest and beet mode of 
obtaining thom.' 

[Report of Committee on Letter from Charles Pettit A Q. M. G.] 

The Committee Submit the following Report: 

Your Committee report it as their opinion that no sufficient 
Touchers have been produced to authorize Warrants on the State 
Treasury of Yii^inia for the advances of that State to the late Quarter 
Master General's Department. 

Nor have your committee any information or matmak on which 
they can recommend the warrant requested by Col Finnie late Depu^ 
Quarter Master General for 3,I25,691j( to discharge the debts due 
from his Department.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, MARCH 30. 1781 

A letter, of this day, from J. Pierce, paymaster general, 
was read;* Whereupon, 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte, 

That the honorable the house of assembly of Pennsylvania 
be requested to appomt a committee of their body to confer 
with a committee of Congress, on the recommendation of 
Congress to the sevra^ states to amend their laws, making 
the bills of credit, emitted under the authority of Congress, 
a l^al tender. That a committee of three be now appointed 
to attend on the said proposed conference. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [George] Clymer, 

1 Thia report u in tlia Papen </ At Ctmtinmtal Cimgreu, No. 147, VI, folio 336. 

* This rapcKt, in the writing of Junes Dnane, ia in tbe Papen of &e Ccmtinental 
Congreu, No. 19, V, folio 115. The indonement aaye: "Read 29*^ of Much, I7S1, 
and recommitted," uidaiiotebyDiuneisulded: "This recammitment niperceeded 
b7 u) Act of Congren, on motion ordering the waiiant." 

A memorikl of Rachael Fumer wu read on this or ui approzinute' date and 
<vd«red to He on the table, m the indonement ahons. It is in the Paper* of llu Con- 
tinetiial Congrm, No. 41, III, folio 244. 

* This letter ia in the Paptn of the Conlmmlal Congren, No. 166, folio B97. 
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NeiD Eampthxre, Deia/ware, 

Mr. StilllTan, ay } * Mr. McKean, ay 1 

Maata^ua^U, Van Dyke, ay J 

Mr. Adams, no ] Maryland, 

Lovell, no I no Mr. Hanson, 

Ward, no | Carroll, ay J 

Rhode Island, Virginia, 

Mr. Vamum, no } * Mr. Madison, no 1 

ChtmedictU, Smith, no ) 

Mr. Huntington, no ) North Cca-oliaa, 

Boot, no I Mr. Burke, ay I 

New Jeruy, Sharpe, ay I ay 

Mr. Witherspooa, no 1 Johnston, no | 

Clark, no j 8<mth Carolina, 

Pemnaylvania, Mr. Mathews, ay | 

Mr. Montgomery, no I Bee, ay I ay 

Clymer, ay | ay Motte, ay | 

Wynkoop, ay ) Georgia, 

Mr. Few, no } * 

So the question was lost. 

A letter, of 29, from the Board of War, was read:' 

Ordered, That the same, tc^ther with the letter from 
J. Pierce, be referred to a committee of three; and that the 
resolution, of 27, empowering the Board of War to draw 
warrants, be suspended: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Abraham] 
Qark, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Byke. 

A letter, of this day, from Thomas Edison, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 29, from Wm. Geddes, was read ; ' Whereupon, 

Ordered, That Wilham Geddes have leave of absence for a 
few weeks. 

According to the order of the day, the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter from Major General McDougall was 
taken into consideration, and tiie same after debate, being 
postponed; 

1 Thii lett«r is in the Papert of (he CcnUtuntal Ctmpvtt, No. 148, I, folio SS5. 
> This letter is in the Papen of tht Contittmbd Omgm*, No. 78, VIII, folio 3«1. 
* This letter ia in tlie Paptrt oflhi ConHntnlal Congreu, No. 78, X, folio 315. 
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The Committee to vhom was referred the Letter of Alexander 
M'Dougal d&ted the G"* of March 1781, b^ leave ix> report, 

That your coimnittee, having Conferred with the said Alex: M?- 
Dougal upon the subject of his Letter; and received his Explanation 
thereof more fully, an of opinion, that it would be unreaMmable in 
Congress to desire this Acceptance of the Appointment of Secretary 
of the Marine, if by auch Acceptance he may be deprived of his com- 
mand in the army and forfeit the pay and future Emoluments annend 
to his Rank; as he would thwe% give up a better and more perma- 
nent Support for bis Family; a circumstance, considering the losses 
he hath sustained and the Dependence of lus Family upon him, v^y 
important in its consequoices. 

Iliat your committee cannot determine as to the views of Congress 
in appointing the said Alex: M?Dougal to the Office of Secretary oi 
the Marine, if it be thought that such an appoinbnent is incompatible 
with his command in the army: and therefore your committee sup- 
pose that no such Incompabihty exists, and that the experience 
uid abihty of the said Alex: M'Dougal, in the present Situation of 
the Marine are essentially necessary in that Department. Where- 
upon, your committee are of opinion that the said Alex: M'Dougal 
ou£^ to receive the full Emoluments of the Office so long as he 
preforms the duties, of the Secretary of the Marine.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by 
Mr. [Williflm] Sharpe: 

That during the time Major General McDougall shall con- 
tinue to act as Secretary of Marine, his pay and emoluments 
as an officer in the army shall cease ; but he shall not thereby 
be deprived of rank or the privilege of returning to his com- 
mand whenever Congress or the Commands in Chief shall 
think his services necessary in ihe field. 

On the question to agree to tliis,the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [William] Shaipe, 



Mr. Huntington, 
Root, 



Mr. Adams, no 1 

Lovell, no 

Ward, no] 

> This nport, in the writiiig ol Heriw«th«i Smith, ia in tho Papert oftht Contmenlal 
Cmgrai, Ko. 19, IV, folio 19. 
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NewJene), 






ATorft Ooreiino, 






Mr. Witherspoon, 


•y 




Mr. Burke, 


no 




01«rk, 


•y 


»y 


Sharpe, 


«y 


«y 








Johnston, 


ay 






no 




SouiJ QireKno, 






Clymer, 


•y 


ay 


Mr. Mathews, 


no 




Wynkoop, 


•y 




Bee, 


•y 


no 


Vda/wan, 






Motte, 


no 




Mr. Vim Dykn, 


no 


* 


Qtorgia, 






Mnrylani, 






Mr. Walton, 


«y 




Mr. Hanaon, 


no 




Few, 


no 


no 


CaiToU, 


no 


no 


Howly, 


DO 




Fwymio, 












Mr. Miulison, 


«y 


diT. 








M. Smith, 


no 









So it passed in the negative. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bm'ke, seconded by Mr. 
[Richard] Howly, 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled, 
have a due sense of the zeal of Major General Alexander 
McDougall, for the safety and honour of America, and 
applaud his magnanimity in declinii^; to "retire from the 
toils and perils of the field in the present critical condition 
of tbe United States in general, and that of New York in 
particular:" that they are well convinced of his wishes and 
disposition to render to the public every service in his power; 
but as Major General McDougall, for good reasons, cannot 
detach himself from his command in Uie army, and as the 
duties of the office of Secretary of Marine, to which he has 
lately been elected by Congress, may interfere with the execu- 
tion of military duty, the United States in Congress aaaem- 
bled do not therefore expect his acceptance of that office. 

Wak Offiob March SO 1781 
Sm 

The Board have coosdered the Memorial of O Bensell and B 
Bankson referred to them by Ckiogiess and beg leave to obaerre that 
it is the opinion of the Board the Clerks' ealaries of five hundred dol- 
lars per annum Specie paid at the real T^ue ia fully adequate: the 
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clerks in the War Office neither ask or expect any more. The 
Commiseaiy General of Issues did make application to the Board 
that they would report a warrant in his favor, and it is as true they 
did refuse and tliey have no stronger reasons to offer in justification 
of tlieir conduct than will appear from the Commissary General's 
abstract, and the order given him by the Board copies of which are 
wiclosed to which we beg the particular attention of Congress. 

The Board do not entertain the least doubt of the Memorialists 
being distressed for want of pay and suppose many others in the 
Departmmt may complain on the same subject with an equal degree 
of justice. 

If after conrndering the foregoing facts and enclosures, notwith- 
standing the Board see no reason for altering their former opinion, 
Congress should be of opinion that partial payments ought to be 
made, the Board will cheerfully acquiesce in any measure th^^ may 
please to order.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



SATURDAY, MARCH 31, 1781 

A letter, of 10, and one of 16, from Major General Greene, 
were read, the latter giving an account of the action between 
him and the army under Lord ComwalliB, on the 15th; 

Ordered, That this letter be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of 25, from Major General the Marquis de la 
Fayette, was read." 

The delegates for South Carolina laid before Congress a 
letter, of 22 Januaiy last, from Doctor Oliphant: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr; [John] Mathews, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vammn, Mr. [John] Witherspoon. 

A letter, of 27, from the Board of War, was read; Where- 
upon,* 

> Tbia report ia in the Papen of the ConA'nenlal Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 355. It 
ia indorsed u having been rettd thia d&y. 

'Greene's letter of 10"> is in the Paper* of the ContintTUal Congreu, No. 155, 1, folio 
595; that of 1G"> ia in No. 155, II, folio 1. Lafayette's Ietl«r i« in No. 156, foUo 109. 

■ThiB letter ia in the Pap«rto/fA« C<mtinmtal Congrat, No. 78, XVII, folio 313. 

*Thia letter is in tlie Paptrt of the ConCin^ntel Congrtu, No. 147, VI, foUo 338. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of 
the paymaster of the Board of War and Ordnance for fifty- 
three thousand three hundred and thirty-three dollarB and 
one-third of a dollar new onissions, to enable the said Board 
to make the necessary preparation for the ensuing campaiga; 
and 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Harwood, commissioner 
of the continental loan office in the State of Maryland, in 
favotu* of IhGchael Hillegas, treasurer aforesaid, for the like 
sum of fifty-three thousand three hundred and thirty-three 
dollars and one-third of a dollar new emissions, to enable 
the said treasurer to dischai^ the warrant aforesaid. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the appUcation of Mr. [John] Mathews, 
one of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a war- 
rant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of 
the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for 
twenty thousand dollars old emissions, for which the said 
State is to be accountable.^ 

The report of the committee to whom were referred the 
report of the Board of Treasury, of January 22, relative to 
the owners of rum, Ac, and sundry memorials from the s*ud 
owners, was taken into consideration; and, Thereupon, it 
was ordered as follows; 

Whereas, on the 28 October, 16 November, and 8 Decem- 
ber, last past, simdry warrants were granted in favour of 
Ephraim Blaine, commissary general of purchases, to enable 
him to pay for rum contracted for by order of Major General 
Howe, for the use of the army, and particularly the garrison 
at West Point, which being drawn payable in bills of the 
old emissions have not been answered: 

Ordered, therefore, That the said warrants be returned to 
the Board of Treasury to be cancelled, and that in lieu of 

■This report ia in the f>(ip«rto/(A« C<mtinmtal Cmgreu, No. 136, V, folio 213. 
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tiiran the following warraote be issued in favour of the said 
Ephraim Blaine, comnussary general of purchases, payable 
in the new emission, to discharge as far as they will extend 
the said contracta, and for which the swl commissary gen- 
eral is to be accountable; viz. 

One on Nathaniel Appleton, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Massachusetts, for ten 
thousand six hundred and three dollars, and sixty-ninetieths 
of a dollar; another on the same, for eight thousand and 
ninety-seven dollars and fifty-six-ninetieths: 

— Ona OB Abf B hwn Y ftt c s Commi fls ieneF of the Oontinentlil loan office 
in - ^MyStotoof Now Yofkfoi ^ tO & 7|i dollnro. 

One on Joseph Borden, commissioner of the continental 
loan office in the State of New Jersey, for seven thousand 
and thirty-five dollars and seventy-eight ninetieths of a dol- 
lar: and 

One on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office in the State of Pensylvania, for six thousand seven 
hundred and one dollars and twehty-two-ninetieths of a 
dollar.* 

A letter, of 30, from Colonel Pickering, quartermaster gen- 
eral, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The Members, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery, Mr. p)aniel] Carroll. 

The report of the committee on the letter of 13, from R. 
Morris, was taken into consid^ation; and the first para- 
graph being read, viz. 

That the Superintendant of Finance be, and he hereby is 
authorised to remove from office or employment, for inca- 
pacity, n^ligence, dishonesty or other misbehaviour, all per- 
sons entrusted with and immediately employed in the ex- 
penditure of the public money, and also all such as are or 

* Hub reprat, in the writing of WiUiam ChuichiU Hoiuton, is in the Paper* of (At 
Conitticntal Congrtu, No. 19, IV, folio 15. 

* This letter ia in the Papert of-Ae CorUinaUal Confrtu, No. 182, folio 57. 

tam'—VQL la-u — u 
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Bball be, in his judgment, unnecessary; provided that such 
power of removal from ofBce shall be limited to the duration 
of the present war. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Adams, 



Mtuaadmieat, 




Firyima, 






Mr. AdamB, 


""Uo 


Mr. Madiion, 


V 




Waid, 


nol-" 


Bland, 


no 


no 


Eluidt Itland, 




M. Smith, 


no 




Mr. Vamom, 


ay}« 


north CarMna, 






Omiudicut, 




Mr. Burke, 


ay 




Mr. Huntington, 


nol 


Johnston, 


«y 


ay 


Soot, 


no |°° 


Souih OaroUria, 






New Jersey, 




Mr. Mathews, 


ay 




Mr. Witherapoon, 


no}« 


Motto, 


ay 


ay 


Pmneyloania, 




GeorffiA, 






Mr. Montgomei7, 


""IdiT 


Mr. Walton, 


ay 




Clymer, 


ayl""^- 


Few, 


ay 


ay 


Delaware, 




Howly, 


no 




Mr. McKean 


°°1„„ 








Van Dyko, 


no J 








Maryland, 










Mr. Hanson, 


no 1 








Carroll, 


(no 
no 1 









So it passed in the n^ative. 
Adjoiuned to 10 o'Clock on Monday. 



MONDAY. APRIL 9, 1781 

A letter, of 24 March, from General Washington, was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 26 March, from Major General the Marquis de 

la Fayette, was read.' 
A letter, of 31 March, from the Board of War, was read: ■ 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, to 

report immediately. 



■Wadiinghm'a letter ia in the Paptr* <^ the OontineiUal Congnn, 
23; La&yette's is in No. 156, folio 117. 
■This letter ie in the Papen qfti* Oontinmtal Oaagrtu, No. 148, 1, folio 349. 
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Ordered, That a member be added to the comnuttee on 
the letter, of March 16, 1780, from Doctor Franklin, respect- 
ing Captain Hutchins, in the room of Mr. [Alexander] 
McDougall: 

The member, iSr. [James] Duane. 

The report of the committee, Hconsisting of Mr. Sullivan, 
Mr. McKean and Mr. Houston^]! on the letter, of 19 March, 
from the governor of New York, was taken into considera- 
tion; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the two regiments of mihtia proposed to 
be embodied in the State of New York, to serve till the firet 
day of December next, as mentioned in Governor Clinton's 
letter of the 19 of March last, be paid and subsisted while in 
service, at the general expence, on the same terms as the 
troops on the continental establishment: 

That the two regiments of infantry proposed to be raised 
in the said State to serve for three years, as mentioned in 
the aforesaid letter, be paid, subsist^ and clothed while in 
service, at the general expence, on the same terms as the 
troops on the continental establishment; 

[Pforidod, Tha t t he - fcwo la a t mon t ioned - R e pm e n tB b&pl B e e d und w 
t he oobiFO dipootion - of -t bo CoamMuidoF in Ohiof ' iD tho aa nw m a nnoF 
m coDtaDont a l tfoop s from the othw S tetc e . 

Provided the said State sh^ first fill up their quota of 
troops for the continental army; and that the regiments, 
particularly the two last mentioned, be officered as far as 
may be by the reduced officers belonging to that State, and 
that the officers be proportioned to the nimiber of men 
actually in service.] ' 

A report from the Board of Adnuralty was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Admiralty fit the frigate Ariel 
for sea, with all convenient despatch. 

'"niis nport, in ihv wTitiDg of William Chuicliill Hotuton, except the portion in 
bncketa, irtiich is in the writii^ ot Iota Sutlivan, is in the Papen i^Oie ContitunUd 
Oanfnu, No. U, I, folio 306. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] Burke respecting 
some French seamen on board of the Ariel: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty to 
take ctrder. 

A report of the Board of Treasury on the letter, of 31 
March, from the Board of War, was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That two warrants issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of Fen- 
sylvania, in favour of John Pierce, paymaster general, to be 
paid in preference of all oth^ warrants not specially directed ; 
to wit : one for the sum of one hundred and sixteen thousand 
three hundred and twenty-eight dollars of the old emissions; 
and one for twenty-eight thousand seven hundred and thirty- 
one dollars of the new emission.' 

Another report from the Board of Treasury was read; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Isaac] Motte, one 
of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, a warrant 
issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner afore- 
said, for twenty-five thousand dollars of the old emissions, 
for which the State of South Carolina is to be accountable.' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by Mr. [Samuel] 
Adams: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to examine 
into the issues of the respective departments in the army, 
compare them with the proper returns, and report to Con- 
gress such irr^ularities and abuses as may have taken place, 
and the proper measures to be adopted for preventing the 
like in future: 

The members, Mr. [John] Sullivan, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

The committee on the letter, of 15 September last, from 
Major Genra^l A. McDougall; 

> This report ia in the P<ip«rto/fft« Ctontinenlol Congrat.'So. 136, V, folio 215. 
'This report U in the Piip«r«</(A< Contmtniiol Cbn^nn, No. 136, V, folio 217. 
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Tlie Committee to whom were referred the Letters from Major 
General McDougal of the IS*** of Sept and the 25'^ of Octo^ last b^ 
leave to report, 

That the account of Gttieral McDougal mentioned in his said Letters, 
appears to have been expenses incurred by him in attending Cod- 
grees with a memorial from the General officers principally reapecting 
t^eir own emoluments, for which reason your committee cannot dis- 
cover any good cause for allowing this charge more than the expenses 
of other apphcants attending numberlesa memorials and apphca- 
tions to Congress, the payment of which in their Opinion cannot be 
warranted upon any just principle.* 

The committee on the letter, of 12 March, from C. Pettit; 

The committee to whom were referred the letter, of Decem- 
ber 2, from the hon'*'* Doctor Franklin and the memorial 
from the hon'''* the minister plenipotentiary of France; 

The committee to whom was committed the report of com- 
mittee on the letter, of 25 August, &om F. Hopkinson, to- 
gether with the letters and papers from E. Forman and J. 
Gibson; and 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
memorial of J. Henderson in behalf of O. Pollock; 
delivered in their several reports. 

Hie commercial Committee to whom was referred the memorial of 

John Henderson of the day of in behalf of Oliver 

Pollock Agent of the United States at New Orleans report as follows: 

That the first Claim set forth in the said memori^ being for the 
amount of monies advanced by Mr Pollock (and not included in his 
accotmt lately settled) for the transportation and march of a party 
of soldiers from New Orleans to the country of the Illinois not being 
accompanied by any vouchers the settlement thereof ought properly 
to be postponed imtil the vouchers are transmitted. 

That the second claim being for interest on Mi Pollock's advancee 
for the United States from the dates of such advances, the Com- 
mittee refer it to Congress, submitting the following resolution in 
case Congress should think the demand of Interest just and rear 
Bonable, 

■TUb report, in the mitiiig of AbnhsmClwk, lain ^ia Papen oj Qie Qmtmmtal 
Oongrm, No. 19, IV, folio 21. It is indoiaed: "Angiut 24, 1781. Not to be acted 
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Resolved, That the Board of Treastuy pass to the credit of Cffiver 
Pollock Continental agent at Nev Orleans the Sum of five Uiousand 
three hundred thirty ^^t dollars and three fourths of a dollar spede 
value, an allowance to him of Interest on his advancee to the United 
States as appears hj his account lately liquidated. 

Iliat the third claim therein being the amoimt of M( Henderson's 
expences incurred since he has been soliciting the settlement of Ut 
Pollock's accotmt, they submit to Congress together with the follow- 
ing Resolution in the event that claims of this nature shall be thou^t 
by Congreaa just and reasonable. 

Resolved, That the board of Treasury pass to the furtJier Credit of 

OKver Pollock the sum of in specie value being an allowance 

to hiTTi for the expence incurred by his Agent John Henderson on 
his voyage here and whilst employed here in sohdting a settlement 
of said Pollock's accounts with Congress.' 

Wab Office AprU XTf 1781 

SlE. 

Upon the receipt of a letter from his Excellency the Commands 
in C3iief we think it our duty to enclose to Congress for their infor- 
mation an extract thereof. And b^ leave 'to observe there is at 
this time no Cloathier General and in our opinion an immediate 
appointment is absolutely necessary. At the same tame we wish to 
leave the propriety of a new choice to Congress.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 



TUESDAY. APRIL 3, 1781 

A petition of Colonel M. Hazen was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

■ This report is in tlie Papffi oftht Ctm^nmtal Cimgnu, No. 50, folia 311. 

* This rept^iH in the Paper* q/'lAe (kmiinerOfd Qmgrai, No. 147, VI, folio 363. It 
was read on this day aa the indonement indicates. 

The following report fiom the Board of Admiralty ia in the Papat q^ the Conti- 
nental Congrai, No. 37, folio 401, and woa read on thie day, as the indorsement ehowi: 

The Board beg leave to infonn the United 8tatee in Congteea aaaembled, that yea- 
terday moming they leceaved a Billet from Gqrtaia John P. Jonea of whidi the 
enclosed ia a Copy. 

The Board not being offldally informed reapecting Qie tenna on which ttie Arid 
waa eent to America, or by wboee directionB the future deatinatian of aaid ahip ia to 
be determined, they wish to receive the aenae of CongieeB on thia aubject and also, 
their orders Teepecting the Frenchmen on board that ahip. 
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A remonstranee of Lieutenant Colonel Samuel Hay was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

A letter, of April 2, from Tho Edison; 

One, of 2, from N. Jones; 

One, of the third, from J. Nourse; and 

One, of the same date, from Pat. Ferral and Com* Comegys 
were laid before Congress ; Whereupon, 

The general account of salaries and arrearages due to the 
civil list, &c., to the 1 March, 1781, as settled by the com- 
missioners of the chambers of accounts and pa^ed by the 
auditor general, which was reported by the Board of Treas- 
ury, was taken into consideration ;' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled 
approve the principles upon which the s^d accounts have 
been liquidated and settled by the commissioners of the 
chambers of accoimts and passed by the auditor general : 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report waiTants on 
such of the commis«oners of the loan offices as they judge 
most convenient, in favour of the treasurer of the United 
States, to enable him to discharge the warrants that may 
be drawn upon him for the balances due to the under-secre- 
taries and clerks in the several offices and boards as specified 
in the general account above mentioned. 

A letter, of 2, from Peter R. Fell, one of the commissioners 
of the chambers of accounts, was read, desiring leave to 
resign:' 

Ordered, That bis resignation be accepted. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

) Hu«n'a petition, dated April 2, 1781, is in the Papen of the Qmimental Ckmgrat, 
No. 42, III, folio 405; H&y's remoiuti&nce is in No. ^, folio 131; Edison'B letter is in 
No. 7S, VIII, folio 365; Jones's letter is in No. 78, XIII, folio 226; Nourae's letter 
lain No. 78, XVII, folio 131; FemU and Com^Ts'sUtterisin No.78,IX,folio45fi. 
The general account of salarieo, etc., is in No. 34, folio 2S7. 

* This letter is in the Papei of tAe Conltn«ntat Omgnu, No. 78, IX, folio 461. 
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Ordered, That on the application of Mr. G[eorge] Walton, 
one of the del^ates for the State of Geoi^ia, a warrant issue 
in his favour on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for dght 
thousand four hundred dollars old emissions, for which the 
State of Geoi^ia is to be accountable.' 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wab Office April Srf 1781 
Sib 

llie Board are requested by the hon. the Del^^tes of tbe State 
of 'Vii^mia to forwud the Anne and Stores to that State belonging 
to them, that are now at this place, agreeable to an act of Congress 
of the 2'*' October 1780. Upon which, we beg leave to observe that 
it is out of our power, unless the money is advanced to Colonel Miles 
deputy Quarter Master, agreeable to the enclosed estimate. It 
may be objected that the waggoners ought to be paid by the said 
State, to which they answer, they shall be paid in Virginia Money, 
which will not pass at this place, therefore they cannot be engaged 
on theee terms, it hath also been proposed that they take Tobacco in 
Virginia for payment, which they have likewise objected, as they say 
they cannot bring back more than one quarter of their pay in that 
Article. Shoiild Congress be of opinion, tiiat the Board should carry 
the said resolution of the 2°'* of October 1780 into execution, it may 
be proper to reeolve, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour 
of Colonel S. Miles, deputy quartermaster for the State of 
Pensylvania, for the sum of nine himdred and ninety-five 
dollars new emissions, to enable him to transport to Vii^iinia 
the stores now in this city belonging to that State, for which 
the said State is to be accountable.' 

And, to enable the treasurer to discharge the said warrant, 
that the Board of Treasiuy report a warrant in his favour 
on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office 
for the State of Pensylvania, for a like sum of nine himdred 
and ninety-hve dollars new emission, this to be paid in prefer- 
ence of all other warrants not specially directed : 

I lliii report is in Ui« Paptn q^ the Continental Congrtn, No. 136, V, folio 219. 
* Tbia r^Kirt is in the Paptn i^ the OnOmmtid Congrat, No. 147, VI, folio 377. 
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Wak OmoB AfrU.S, 1781. 
Sm 

It givee UB pain to find ourselTee bo often under the disagreeable 
necessity of troubling Congress on trifling matters but when it is 
considered that the four thousand dollars lately granted was to 
answer a purpose of tiie first importance to these United States, we 
flatter ourselves Congress will not think we trouble tiieon without 
ca,\ise, more especially when, they are informed the money cannot be 
obtained without allowii^ tiie interest whitdi cannot be paid away 
on them terms. From Uie forgoing reasons it may appear proper 
to reaolve, 

Ordered, That Thomas Smith, conmusaioner aforesaid, pay 
the money ordered to J. Carlton without accounting the 
interest, and that the Board of War take order for the appli- 
cation of the money.' 

On application of the delegates for the State of Geoi^: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue in their favour on Thomas 
Smith, commissioner of the continental loan office for the 
State of Fensylvania, for five thousand dollars old emissions, 
to defray the ezpences of an express to them from the presi- 
dent and council of the said State, which is to be accountable. 

On motion of Mr. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Thomas] 
McKeau; 

Retolved, That the Commander in Chief be and he is 
hereby directed to recall Lieutenant General Bui^}aie and 
all other British and [German] officers, [prisoners of war] now 
absent on their parole from America, to return immediately, 
unlc as the Honor a ble Heniy LnuismBt E a q^M bo alao -e nl M ^ f od en his 



A report of the Board of War was read, together with a 
copy of a letter from A. Stewart, commissary of issues: 

> TtiM report Is in ths Papm of the Cmimeraid Ctmgrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 3S3. 

*Thia reaolutjon me eleo entered in tbe m&niucript Secret (Domestic) Jonmal, after 
April 19. It ii in the writing of Thomas Bee, except the worda In brackets which 
were inrcrted by Sunud Huntington, and ia in tiie Paper* c/ tfe Cantmmtal Qmgntt, 
No. 36, IV, folio 278. 
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Wab Offiob, March Slf. 1781 
Sir, 

As we deem it our duty on all occasions to give CongresB all the 
information in our power respecting the state of Supplies of Provisioiis, 
we enclose a copy of a letter we have receiTed from CoL Stewart and 
should be happj if we could accompany it with returns from the 
State agents, but none have been transmitted tho' repeatedly called 
for except the one enclosed from Pennsylvama. We are cleaHy con- 
vinced that unices this and the State of Jersey fully supply th^ 
quotas of flour much distress will ensue, and if no more supplies of 
tlus article are sent for tlie ensuing Campugn than those which 
appear to have been furnished for the last the Army cannot posaibb^ 
be kept together. There seems every disposition in tlie executive to 
forward ths business but tJiey comfjfun of a total want of funds to 
purchase. No dependance can be placed on large supphee from New 
York as that State has been so distressed by the Ravages of the 
enemy.* 

Ordered, That copies thereof be transmitted to the execii- 
tives of the State of New Jersey and Commonwealth of Pen- 
sylvania: 

Ordered, That the committee on the case of the Hon*'< H. 
Laurens prepare and bring in a draught of a manifesto on 
that subject. 

Wab Office April ST? 1781 
Sm, 

Having been honored with a reference from Congress of a letter 
from Brigadier Thompson relative to his rank we beg leave to traoa- 
mit herewith a list of the General Officers whereby the times of their 
appointment relative Rank and State to which tixey belong will 
appear. According to this list if Congress should think an appoint- 
ment of another Major General of the Pennsylvania line necessary, 
Brigadier Thompson is certainly entitled to tiie promotion. If also 
it should be deemed expedient as it seems to be just that he should 
have his rank in the line of General Officers in the same manner he 
would have had if he had not been captivated, he will take rank next 
to General Greene. But on neither of these heads do we presume to 

^ TUanportiBialh^ Paper* qf lite CorUmmtal Cbn^reu, No. 148, 1, folio 339. The 
letter «Dc1oaed waa from durlea Stewart, comtnieaary general of imaxa. 
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give an opmioo, conceiTiog that Congress are best able to determine 
and that it is only our duty to furnish the means of information.* 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 1781 

A letter, of 3, from J. Pierce, eaclosing a letter, of 24 
March, from General Washington; and 

A letter, of 2, from Captain Paschke, were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from Captain Bedkin, was read;' 
Whereupon, 

The report of the Board of War on the memorial of Cap- 
tain Bedkin was taken into consideration; and. Thereupon, 

Wab Office March 22. 1781 
Stb, 

The Board have considered the Memorial of Captain Bedkin, 
referred to them by Congress and beg leave to observe: that as early 
aa the 26 Januaiy last Uifl Board were apprised of Colonel Annanda 
having given orders for enlisting Men on the same principles that Cap- 
tain Bedkin has enlisted those mentioned in his Memorial, as will 
appear by the Board's letter to Colonel Armand, copy of which is 
enclosed; the letter was duly received, the spirit of which Colonel 
Armand transmitted to Captain Bedkin previous to his enlisting the 
men, as fully appears by the Colonel's letter shewed to us sometime 
last week by Captun Bedkin. The Board are at a loss to accotmt for 
the Captuna conduct in this affair: however when the aforegoing aa 
well aa the State of the finances and pressing demands for money are 
taken into con»deration, also the addition&l expence of mounting the 
Men, and that they cannot be cloathed and accoutred until Colonel 
Annand's return from France, it appears to the Board the Men had 
better be discharged that are enlisted and have not received th^ 
bounties. Should Congress be of the same opinion it may be proper 
to Resolve 

> Thia repOTt ia in the Papvt of the CimtinenUU Congreu, No. 147, VI, folio 369. It 
vaa rmd on this <Uy, u the indonement indicktos. It ii hirther indoned: "Angiut 
234, 1781, FoBtpooed. Sept 29, 1781, to be filed." 

' Pierce's letter ia in the Paptn of the Contmentat Congrai, No. 166, folio 601; 
Puchke'a letter is in No. 78, XVIII, folio 360; Bedken's ia in No. 78, IV, folio 101. 
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Ordered, That the memorial of Captain Bedkin which was 
read on the 21 of March last, ao far as it respects the recruits, 
be referred to the Board of War to take order: 

On that part of the Memorial that relates to the pay of Captun 
Bedkin's Troops, the Board b^ leave to observe tiiat they are no 
tartlier in arrears than the Army in general, that they are cantoned at 
Bristol and not on actual duty. But should Congress be of opinion 
that tiie hardships they suffer on account of their belon^ng to no 
particular State, and of course receive no extra supplies is a sufficient 
inducement to advance a Sum of Money on Account, it may be proper 
to Resolve 

That the Board of War draw a warrant on the paymaster 
general m favour of Captain Bedkin, of Colonel Annand's 
legion, for two months' pay for himself and troop, amounting 
to five himdred and six dollars and two-thirds of a dollar, in 
bills of the new emission on account. 

N B Previous to granting any Mon^ on Keporta from tiiia Board, 
we think it our duty to inform Congress, that it will be absolutely 
necessary to advance the Quarter Master General some Money to 
enable him to equip the first division of the Pennsylvania Line, that 
they may begin their March from York Town on the first day of 
April which General St Clsdr informs is the time fixed.* 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of March 
16, 1780, from the hon**" Doctor Pranklm, delivered in a 
report. 

According to order, the Board of Admiralty laid before 
Congreas a draught of instructions to the captains of private 
armed vessels, which was read : 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamimi, Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Sullivan: 

That The President inform Admi w l Monsr Destouches Conmiander 
of the squadron consigned by his M. C. Majesty to the succour of 

I This report is in the Pap«n of On ConHnental Congreu, No. 147, VI, folio 327. 
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his Allies. That the United States in Congress assembled have seen 
with the highest satisfaction the vigilance and zeal he has manifested 
on every occasion to fulfill the generous intentions of his sovereign 
and the wishes of these States; and that he present to Admii - al 
Monst Destouchea and the officers and men under his conmiand, 
their particular thanks for the bravery, ardor and good conduct dis- 
played in the late enterprize against the enemy at Portsmouth in 
Virginia in which although the accomplishment of the object was 
prevented by unfortun ate [unforeseen caauelties, the gallant and 
advantageous contest maintained on the 16^ of March off the Capes 
of Chesapeek Bay against a superior British Fleet does bo much 
honor to the arms of his M. C. M. and is so happy a presage of deci- 
sive advantages to the United States.* 

Resolved, That the President iaioFm Monaf Doatoaeboa ; 
oommnndor of tho sqiiodgon oonaignod transmit the thanks 
of the United States in Congress assembled, to the Count de 
Rochambeau, and the Chevalier Destoucbes, commanders of 
the army and fleet sent by his Most Christian Majesty to the 
succour of his allies, that tho Unitod Stntoo in Oongroaa 
aaaomblod ba¥o aoon - with tho - hi g boo t- aati fl f notion - the 
vigilan e o and e eo i l ho has mftnif e atcd on o¥cry oocoflion 
for the zeal and vigilance they have, on every occasion, mani- 
fested to fulfil the generous intentions of their sovereign and 
the wiahoe expectations of these states: afi€t that he present 
their particular thanks to the Chevalier Destouches, and the 
officers and men under his command, thoif partioul«g 
fe t mlw for the bravery, cvdw firmness and good conduct 
displayed in the late enterprize against the enemy at Porte- 
mouth, in Virginia; in which, ^though the accomplishment 
of the object was prevented by unforeseen cftguftltioo events, 
the gftUnnt and ndvantngooua eontoat arduous contest so 
gallantly and advantageously maintained on the 16 of March 
last, off the Capes of Chesapeake Bay, against a superior 

> This rnotjon, ia the writing o( Jamet Hadieon, u in the Papen of Hit Contmmtal 
Congrai, No. 36, IV, folio 603. It ie undated. It was ftdopted in this form Apl. 4; 
but unended Apl. S and the unendmenia interlined in the entry in the joutiibI Eoi 
Apl. 4. The unended resolution is aleo entered in the jounul tor Apl. 6. 
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British fleet, does ao much honor to the arms of his Most 
Christian Majesty, and is ee a happy a presage of deciave 
advantages to the United States. 

The report of the committee, on the letter of 12 March, 
from Charles Pettit was taken into consideration; Where- 
upon, 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from Cbarlea Pettit, 
ABsistant Quarter Master General, dated the 12!^ day of March last, 
together with ita enclosures, have agreed to propose the following 
Reeolutions, to Wit, 

1. That no intereet be charged by the Treasurer, or any of the 
Loan Officers of the United States, on the issuing of the bills of 
credit emitted in pursuance of the Act of Congress of the 18» day of 
March 1780. 

2. That the respective Loan Officers be provided with a machine 
or stamp, in which may be fixed, as follows "Int. paid March 18S 
1781," or any other month or year, as the case may require: and that 
this impression be stamped on every of the aforesaid bills, that shall 
hereafter be received into, or now remains in any of their said Offices, 
at the time of issuing, or re-issuing the same. 

3. That the Treasurer of the United States be furnished with a 
like machine or instrument, in which may be fixed any day, month, 
and year, and that all the aforeeud bills, which shall be paid into the 
public Treasury, shall before they are paid out be stamped with that 
impreesioD underneath that made by the Loan Officer, or if no 
impression shall have been made then with such as ou^t to have 
been made by the Loan Officer, and afterwards underneath the same 
with the day, month and year only: and that no interest be allowed 
to the States in future; but from the date of the last impression 

i. That the Treasury Board be directed to cause new bills to be 
printed of the like tenor and date with those emitted in puisuance 
of the Act of the 18^ day of March 17S0, excepting such parts thereof 
as in any manner relate to the payment of interest thereon, which 
are to be wholly omitted; and that the same be signed and num- 
bered by the former signers of the aforesaid bills, or in case of their 
deaths, or refusal, by some other suitable persona to be appointed 
as by the aforesaid Act is directed; and that the quotas of said bills 
belonging to each State agreeable to the said Act shall be lodged in 
the Loan Office of each State, and by the Loan Officers exchanged 
and remitted in Ueu of the former bills, as often as they shall come 
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into the said offices; and that the said Loan Officers be directed to 
lodge sufficient quantities of the said new bUls with the Treasurer of 
the United States, for the purpose of exchanging such of the fonner 
bills as may at any time come into his possession, and to be issued 
out instead thereof in all future payments of warrants or drafts on 
him. All which bills emitted in pursuance of the Act of the IS!^ day 
of March 1780, and exchanged as aforesaid, shall be sunk and 
destroyed in the same manner as other bills caJled out of circulation 
are directed to be deBto>yed, or in lieu of the whole except the first 
Resolve 

That the Treasurer of the United States, and the several Loan Offi- 
cers, be each furnished with a machine or instrument in which may 
be&xed, as follows "No interest to be paid or demanded on this bill," 
and that this impression be stamped or made on every of the afore- 
said bills, that now remains in, or shall hereafter be received into any 
of their Offices, before the same shall be issued or re-issued ; on which 
bills so stamped no interest shall be paid or allowed in any payment 
whatsoever. 

That the Treasury Board be directed to cause the bills, which were 
directed to be emitted by the Act of the 18!^ day of March 1780 for 

the States of Delaware to be printed, without any words or 

figures importing that any interest is to be paid thereon, any thing in 
the said Act to the contrary notwithstandiog.* 

' Thia report, in the vriting of Thomaa McEean, Ib Is the Papen of (Ac Continmtol 
Congreu, No. 19, V, folio 127. The indonement nya: "Augtut 24, 1781, not to be 
acted upon." 

The following leport, undated, belongs to thia mouth. It ia in Charles Thomson's 
writing and the indonement eays: "Ui. [Jamee] Duane, Mr. [ThomaB] Bee, Hr. 
(Jeese] Root, Hr. [Theodorick] Bland, Ur. [Thonuw] McEeau," bebig, it ie praenmed, 
the committee to which it waa referred. It ia in the Paptn o/ tht ContwnbU Con- 
grttt, No. 36, IV, lolio SIS: 

By the act of Congrew of the IS March 1780 the new Billa are to bear an interest 
of 6 per cent which ia to be paid annually at the seveml Iioan offices in Silver or Gold 
i» in Bills of exchange on France, and it u therein provided that the billa upon vriiich 
interest is paid shall not be reiaued but new billa provided for the purpose are to be 
issued in lieu thereof. Now as the Loan offices are unsupplied with specie or bills to 
discharge the interest and if they were as no new billa are prepared to be given in 
exchange it is evident that the United Statee in Congress assembled are not in condi- 
tion to comply with that part of the act above mentioned. Some mode therefore 
must be devised to answer the purpose and prevent the ctamotua that may be raised 
on account of the non payment of the intereet. 

The act of the 16 instant provides that in dischargeot the requisition made that day 
as well as those made by Congresa on the 26 August 4 November and 16 January laat 
the intereet due on the bills emitted pursuant to the act of 18 Uorch 1780, shall be 
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Resolv^ That no intereet be computed on the money 
emitted pursuant to the act of the 18 March, 1780, at the 
time of issuing the same from the loan offices, or when any 
officers of the United States shall make payments therewith 
for supplies, or in discharge of public debts. 

The committee to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 
[Thomas] McEean relative to certificates, delivered in a 
report. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 30 
March, from J. Pierce, delivered in a report. 

ctnnputed theraon in favour ol the State Iran whcm mick bills shall be rocravgd to 
tbe time aadgned for discharguig tbe nevenl reqiuaitianB respectively. 

In consequence of Hub it is to be piemimed that tbe Mveral States will allow tbedr 
inbabitants in the payment of t&xea to count tbe Interaet tben due on tbooe bills 
> t B in t imr n f r a rm mt nurl in that case the holders will have no cause of complaint 

But if tbcM bills aie again issued from the public Treamuy without adding tbe 
intereet or without noting thereon that the intereet has been paid to a certain day, die 
person into whose hands they shall come and who shall pay them in taxes will charge 
and be allowed intereet from the date of the bill and ccmaequently the public will be 
chafed and will pay double interaet, and the next time the bill is paid in, treble and 
eoon. 

On the other band if the public undertake to add the Interest due on the blUs to 
the value ezpreaeed therein it will occasioa infinite tiouble in counting and give 
great disgust to creditiHs and particularly to the Army, who in their small dealinp and 
payments will certainly loee the interest and will therefore consider themselves as 
cheatod or defrauded of th^ pay. Experience has already evinced the necessity of 
dropping the intereet in payments made to the Army, and a late instance has proved 
diat the waggoners empbyed to carry storee to the southern Amy could not be pre- 
vailed upon to allow the intereet to be added to the bills. 

In order therefore on the one band to obviate discontents and give currency to the 
bills and on the other to prevent the public from sustaining too heavy a Ion, it is 
proposed that the Com" of the Loan offices be provided with a stamp or machine in 
which may be fixed as follows " Int. paid Uarch 1781 " or any other month or year as the 
case may require and that every bill be stamped on its face with this Impreeeion before 
It is issued out ol the office and that the treas' of the United States be fumiilied with 
a Uke machine in which may be fixed any month and year and that all bills, irtkich 
shall be paid into the public Treasury, shall before they are issued out be stamped 
with that impression underneath that made by the loan officer, or if no imprenion has 
been made then with such as ought to have been made by the loan officer and after- 
wards undemeadi with the month and year only and that the intereet to be allowed to 
the States be counted from the date of the last impreesion. By this means, provided 
the impression is made just befoie issuing the money, the public will save the interest 
between the time of receiving the money from the time of receiving It from the states 
and the time ol issuing it, which may compensate for any lovea on broken inleieet. 
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Ordered, Th&i two members be added to the committee 
on the letter, of 19th February, from Baron d'Arendt, in 
the room of Mr. [Alex^ider] McDougall and llii. [Meri^ 
wether] Smith : 

The members, Mr. [James] Madison and Mr. [Artemaa] 
Ward. 

Adjomned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.' 

THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 1781 

A letter, of 31st of March, from General Washington, was 
read; Whereupon,' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[WiUiam] Sharpe, 

Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled, 
approve of the reasons given by the Commander in Chief, 
for not exchai^ng Lieutenant Colonel Hill for Lieutenant 
Colonel du Buysson. 

A letter, of the 7th March, from the governor of Connecti- 
cut, was read, enclosing a memorial from simdry continental 
troops, inhabitants of Westmoreland, and a letter from Moses 
Bush, relative to the ship BouHxm; ' 

Ordered, That the memorial be referred to the Board of 
War, and that the letter from M. Bush be referred to the 
Board of Admiralty. 

A petition from John Hall was read: 

O^iered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

A letter, of 23d of March, from the governor of New York, 
was read, enclosing a copy of an act authorising Congress to 
levy a duty on foreign merchandise imported into that 
State. 

> From this point tbe ealri«a are by Getnge Bond. 

■ThiB letter is in the Paper* of Oe Oonttncntol Congmt, No. US, X, foUo 27. 
*ThiB letter is in the Paptn of the OmHnmtal Qmgreu, No. 66, II, folio 188. Ilw 
memonsl is in No. 41, X, (olio S38. 
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A letter, of February 16th, from Egbert Benson, was read, 
signifying his acceptance of the office of procurator in the 
State of New York.^ 

A memorial ^m John Ross, and a letter, of the 3d, fnun 
E. Forman, vrere read: * 

Ordered, That the committee ^pointed to estimate the 
amount of the debta due from the United States, take into 
consideration the public debt and finfuices, and state the 
same with the necessary estimates for the current year as 
near as can be done, in ordw that the same may be laid 
before the respective legislatures. 

Agreeable to the OTder of the day, the report of the 
comnuttee appointed "to devise and report the mode for 
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies 
committed on the high seas," was taken into consideration; 
and, Thereupon, 

The Committee appointed to devise and report the mode of appoint- 
ing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high 
seas, do now report, that they have essayed a draught of a bill ka 
that purpose, which they submit to tiie correction of Coagreea. 

The United States in Congress assembled, agreed to the 
following 

Ordinance for establishing courts for the trial of pirat^ and feloniea 
committed on the high seas. 

Whereas by the ninth article of the confederation and perpetual 
union of the Thirteen United States of America, it is agreed, that the 
United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive 
right and power (inter alia) of appointing courts for the trial of piracies 
and felonies committed on the h^ seas. And whereas it is expedient 
that such courts should be speedily erected, and it is reasonable that 
the same mode of trial should be adopted for offenders of this kind on 
the high seas as is used for offenders of the like sort upon the land, 

■ Hkll'a petition, dated April 4, 1781, jm in the Paptn of the CmtintiUal Congrm, 
No. 42, III, folio 413; the New York letter ia in No. 67, II, folio 362, and the act 
enclosed is in No. 76, folioi 157-162; Benaon'i letter in in No. 78, IV, folio 77. 

* BoH'a memoriil, dated April 6, 17S1, is in the Papav of the Cbntttuntol Oonffnti, 
No. 41, VIII, folio 298; Pomum's letter is in No. 7S, IX, foUo 469. 
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Be it therefore ordained, and it is hereby ordained by the United 
Ststee of America in Congreea asseonbled, and by the autitority of the 
same, that all and every person and persons who heretofore have 
committed, or who hereafter shall commit, any piracy or felony upon 
the high seas, or who shall be chained as accessories to the same, 
eiUier before or after the fact, may and shall be enquired of, tried 
and judged by grand and petit juries, according to the com^e of the 
common law, in like manner as if the piracy or felony were com- 
mitted upon the land, and within some county, district or precinct 
in one of these United States. And the justices of the supreme of 
superior courts of judicature, and judge of the Court of Admiralty 
of the several and respective states, or any two or more of them, 
are hereby constituted and appointed judges for hearing and trying 
such offenders. 

And be it further ordained, that if any person or persons shall be 
indicted for any piracy or felony done, or hereafter to be done, upon 
the high seas, or as accessories before or after the fact, either on the 
land or upon the seas, by a grand jury for any county, dis^ct, or pre- 
cinct within any of these United States, before the justices of the 
supreme or superior court and judge of the admiralty, or any two of 
them, that then such order, process, judgment and execution shaU 
be used, had, done and made to and i^ainst every such person and 
persons, so being indicted, as against robbers, murderers, or other 
felons for robbery, murder, or other felony done upon the land within 
such county, district, or precinct, as by tiie laws of the said State is 
accustomed; and the trial of such offence or offences, if it be domed 
by the offender or offenders, shall be had by twelve lawful men of the 
said county, district, or precinct; and such as shall be convicted of 
any such offence or offences, by verdict, confession, or otherwise, in 
the said court, shall have and suffer such puna of death, losses of 
lands, goods and chattels, or other punishment, and by the same 
authority as if they had been convicted and attainted of any robbery, 
felony or other the said offences done upon the land; and shall he 
utterly excluded the benefit of clei^ where the same is taken away 
<a: not admitted for such like offences committed within the body 
of a county, or on land where such trial shall be had. 

And be it further ordained, iha,t if there shall be more than one 
judge of the admiralty in any of the United States, that then, and in 
such case, the supreme executive power of such State may and shall 
commissionate one of them exclusively to join in performing the 
duties required by this ordinance. 
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And be it further ordained, that all losses and forfeitures of lands, 
goods and chattels, incurred upon any such conviction and attainder, 
^lall go and belong to the State in which tbe said conviction 
and attainder shall h a pp e n^ tow a fdo th e a nppoit of th e goTOTma ^ 
^Me^be had. 

S igned by H )>de> - of th e United S t a teo - of Am e ric a in eopgw ee 



OfdaiDod t he day-el in the flfth - yfl a iH>{ oup Ind e ptmdww e t 

-„ J '- **' i jT TH ~ T T* TTTi ' T i nri l ffun thnun ti T ii nn T nn h nmirnii hnil ci^htj 

Done by tiie United States in Congress assembled, the fifth tA 
April, 1781, and in the fifth year of our Independence.^ 

The delegates fctr the State of Maryland laid before Con- 
gress a list of arms and ammunition wanted for the use of 
that State, which was read: 

Ordered^ That the same be refeired to the Board of War 
to take order. 

The committee to whom was re-committed thdb report 
on the estimate of articles for the quartermaster's depart- 
ment, and the committee on instructions to the capt^ns of 
private armed vessels, delivered in their respective reporta.' 

The motion of thanks, passed yesterday^ being amended, 
was passed as follows: 

Resolved, That the President transmit the thanks of the 
United States in Congress assembled to the Count de Rocham- 
beau and the Chevalier Destouches, commanders of the army 
and fleet sent by his Most Christian Majesty to the succour 
of his allies, for the zeal and vi^lance they have, on every 
occasion, manifested to fulfil the generous intentions of thdr 
sovereign and the expectations of these States: 

That he present their particular thanks to the Chevalier 
Destouches and the officers and men under his command, 
for the bravery, firmness and good conduct displayed in the 
late enterprize against the enemy at Portsmouth, in Virginia, 

< Thii report is in the Paptn t^the Oontmmtal Oongrat, No. 81, fcdio 281. MoUmt 
cop7 is m U-ntitd StaUt Revoliition, VI. 
1 Here Chul«8 ThomBon reeumea the entriee. 
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in which, although the accompUshment of the object was 
prevented by unforeseen evente, the arduous contest so 
gallantly and advantageouly maintained, on the 16 March 
last, off the capes of Che8^)e^ bay against a superior British 
fleet does honor to the arms of his Most Christian Majesty, 
and is a happy presage of deci«ve advantages to the United 
States. 
Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 17S1 

A letter, of 23 March, from Major General C^eene, was 
read:' 

Ordered, 'Hiat it be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 

A representation &om the delegates of Connecticut re- 
specting the schoon^ Spy, was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the accounts of the schooner S-py, Robert 
Niles, master, be referred to the Board of Treasury to be 
liquidated and adjusted in specie value, and the sum due 
on such adjustment be placed to the credit of the State of 
Connecticut in specie, to draw an interest of six per cent. 
per annum &om the time the same became due until paid. 

A letter, of this day, from Josiah Throop, was read.' 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Thomas] McKean: 

That Congress proceed immediately to the consideration 
of the present state of the affairs of these United States, in 
order that full information may be obtained thereon, and 
such measures adopted, as, in the opinion of Congress, shall 
appear best calculated effectually to prosecute the war 
against the enemies of these United States; to satisfy the 
creditors thereof, and restore the public credit: that for this 

> Thifl letter ia in the Papert of the Ctmimerdal Omgrtu, No. 165, II, folio 13. 
*Tho CoimecticutrepreseiitatJoniBiQtliePapcrio/tbC'imtintfnbilCtotvt'tM, No. 66, 
II, folio 190; Tbroop'a letter is in No. 78, XXII, folio 461. 
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purpose aSi public despatches, the reports of the Boards of 
War, Treasury and Admiralty (except such aa the President, 
or a committee to be appointed for that purpose, shall, from 
time to time, inform Congress, require their immediate atten- 
tion) be suspended until Congress shall have perfected such 
enquiry and taken the necessary measures in consequence 
thereof. 

On a nu>tion to postpone the conaderation of the for^;oing 
motion, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 









M»yl.na, 




Ur. Adams, 


no 




Mr. HaoBon, 


*7 


L0Y.11, 


no 


no 


CurroU, 


•y 


OnmecHeul, 






Firjfail, 






no 




Mr. Bluid, 


no 


Root, 


no 


no 


M. Smith, 


DO 


Wolcott, 


no 




Nora CaroKiia, 




Hoc Jersey, 






Mr. Buike, 


•f 


Mr. Withorspoon, 


no 




Johnston, 


*l 


Clurk, 


no 


no 


South OaroUmi, 




Permeylvama, 






Mr. Mathews, 


no 


Mr. Montgomeiy, 


no 




Motta, 


no 


Wynkoop, 


no 


no 


Georgia, 




Delatvare, 






Mr. Walton, 


DO 


Mr.MoKean, 


no 




Few, 


DO 


Vml>|rk«, 


no 


no 







So it passed in the n^ative. 
After debate, the motion being amended. It was 
Resolved, That the house be resolved into a Committee of 
the Whole, at 12 o'clock on each day, to take into considera- 
tion the present state of public aSairs, in order to devise 
further measures effectually to prosecute the war against the 
enemies of these United States, to satisfy the creditors 
thereof, and to restore the public credit.' 

> This NMlutum WM also entered in the maniuchpt Secrat Joumal, No. 8. 
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On motion of Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by Mr. 
[John] Mathews: 

Ordered, That the report of the committee appointed to 
revise the rules for conducting business be re-committed. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow.* 

SATURDAY, APRIL 7, 1781 

A letter, of 5, ham the governor of New Jersey; and 

A letter, of 28 March, &om the governor of Virginia, with 
sundry papers enclosed; and 

A memorial of Colonel Febiger; and 

A letter, of 24 March, &om Brigadier General Morgan, 
were read:' 

Ordered, That copies of the letter from the governor of 
New Jersey be immediately transmitted to the president 
and supreme executive council of Pensylvania, to the presi- 
dent of Delaware, and to the governors of Maryland and 
Virginia: 

That the letter from the governor of Virginia and the 
memorial of Colonel Feb^r be referred to the Board of 
War, and that the letter from Brigadier Genera] Morgan be 
referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 6, from the Board of War, was read : • 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three, and 
that the committee confer with the president and supreme 
executive coxmcil of Pensylvania on the subject matter 
thereof: 

The membera, Mr. (Thomas] McKean, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

> A petition bata Bobert llillei wm TotA, w tha indonunent rfunn. It la In tlM 
Papm of the CrmUntntaX Congnt*, No. 42, V, folio 261. 

* The New Jeney letter is m the Paj)v» of the Cmtinenlal Conffrtu Ho. 68, folio S77; 
the Viiginia letter is in No. 71, II, folio 79; Febiger'a memorul, dated April 6, 17S1, 
fa in Xo. 41, III, folio 248; Morgan's letter is in No. 78, XVI, folio 147. 

■ This letter ia in the Papen ofUu Conttnmtol Congrtu, No. 147, VI, folio 387. 
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A letter, of 28 March, from Peter Deveaux, was read i ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupoi^ 

Ordered, That the resignation of Lieutenant Patterson, 
of Colonel Proctor's regiment of artillery, be accepted." 

A report from the Board of Treasury on the memorial of 
Nathaniel Rochester was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the following warrants issue on Thomas 
Harwood, commissioner of the continental loan oflBce for 
the State of Maryland: one in favour of Ephraim Blaine, 
commissary general of purchases, for one thousand six hun- 
dred and two dollars and ff in bills of the new emission, to 
enable the said commissary general of purchases to pay that 
simi to Colonel Thomas Hart for provisions fiu'aisbed by the 
said Thomas Hart for the southern army, as appears by the 
certificates of the officer then commanding in that depart- 
ment, and the certificates of William Pendergast, deputy 
commissary general of purchases for the southern army, 
and for which sum the said E. Blaine, commissary genial, 
is to be accountable; and another warrant in favour of 
Charles Pettit, assistant quartermaster general, on account 
of Colonel T. Pickering, quartermaster general, for one htm- 
dred and ninety-seven doUars and M of a dollar in the new 
emissions, to enable the said Charles Pettit to pay that sum 
to the said Thomas Hart for forage furnished to the south- 
em army, as appears by the certificates of Major General 
Gates and Edvrard Dyer, deputy commissary of forage, and 
for which sum the said quartermaster general is to be 
accountable.' 

The committee to whom was re-committed the report on 
the rules for conducting business delivered in a report. 

The report of the committee, (Iconsisting of Mr. Vamum, 
Air. Bee, and Mr. Vandyke, || on the draft of instructions to 

> This lettCT is in the Papert of tU Om^nental Congrm, No. 78, VII, folio 375. 
* Thia repeat is in lie Paptn of thi Contmenbd CongrtMs, No. 147, VI, folio 391. 
■ This report is in the Paper* of tbt Contiruntal Oongni, No. 136, V, folio 221. 
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the captains of private armed vessels, was taken into con- 
sideration; and thereupon, 

Be it ordained, and it is hereby ordained, by the United 
States in Congress assembled, that the following instructions 
be observed by the captains or commanders of private armed 
vessels commissioned by letters of marque or general repri- 
sals, or otherwioe, by the authority of the United States in 
Congress assembled: 

* I. You may by force of aims attack, subdue, and seize all 
ships, vessels and goods, beloi^ng to the King or Crown of 
Great Britain, or to his subjects, or others inhabiting within 
any of the territories or possessions of the aforesaid King of 
Great Britain, on the high seas, or between high-water and 
low-water marks. And yoM may also annoy the enemy by 
all means in your power, by land as well as by water, taking 
care not to infringe or violate the laws of nations, or laws of 
neutrality. 

II. You u*e to pay a sacred r^ard to the rights of neutral 
powers, and the usage and customs of civilized nations; and 
on no pretence whatever, presume to take or seize any ships 
or vessels belonging to the subjects of princes or powers in 
alliance mth these United States; except they are employed 
in cair^ng contraband goods or soldiers to oiu* enemies; and 
in such case you are to conform to the stipulations contained 
in the treaties subedsting between such princes or powers and 
these states: and 3^u are not to capture, ceize or plunder 
any ships or vessels of our enemies, being under the protec- 
tion of neutral coasts, nations, or princes, uhder the pains 
and penalties expressed in a proclamatioa issued by the Con- 
gress of the United States, the 9th day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-eight. 

III. You shall permit all neutral vessels freely to navigate 
on the high seas, or coasts of America, except such as are 
employed in carrying contraband goods or soldiers to the 
enemies of these United States. 
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IV. You shall not seize or capture any eEFects belonging 
to the subjects of the belligerent powers on board neutral 
vessels, excepting contraband goods; and you are carefully 
to observe, that the term contraband is confined to those 
articles which are expressly declared to be such in the treaty 
of amity and commerce, of the sixth day of February, 1778, 
between these United States and his Most Christian Majesty, 
namely: arms, great guns, bombs, with their fuses and other 
things belongii^ to them; cannon-ball, gun-powder, matches, 
pikes, swords, lances, spears, halberts, mortars, petards, 
grenadoes, salt-petre, muskets, musket-ball, bucklers, hel- 
mets, breastplates, coats of mail, and the hke kind of arms 
proper for arming soldiers, musket-rests, belts, horses with 
their furniture, and all other warlike instruments whatever. 

V. You shall bring all such ships and veasels as you shall 
seize or capture, with their guns, rigging, tackle, apparel and 
furniture, and ladings, to judgment in any of the courts of 
admiralty that now are or hereafter may be established in any 
of these United States, in any court authorized by his Most 
Chnstian Majesty, or any other power in alliance with these 
United Statra, to take cognizance of captures and seizures 
made by the private armed vessels of these states, and to 
judicially hear and determine thereon. 

VI. You shall send the master or pilot and one or more 
principal person or persons of the company of every ship or 
vessel by you taken, in such ship or vessel, as soon after the 
capture as may be, to be by the judge or judges of such court 
as aforesaid examined upon oath, and make answer to such 
interrogatories as may be propounded, touching the inter- 
est or property of the ship or vessel and her lading; and at 
the same time you shall deliver or cause to be delivered to 
the judge or judges, all paases, sea briefs, charter parties, 
bills of lading, cockets, letters, and other documents and 
writings found on board, proving the said papers by the 
affidavit of yourself, or of some other person present at the 
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capture, to be produced as they were received, without 
fraud, addition, subduction or embezzlement. 

YII. You shall keep and pres^Te eveiy ship or vessel and 
cai^ by you taken, until they shall, by sentence of a court 
properly authorized, be adjured lawful prize, or acquitted; 
not selling, spoiling, wasting or diminishing the same, or 
breaking the bulk thereof, nor suffering any such thing to 
be done. 

VIII. If you or any of your officers or crew shall, in cold 
blood, kill or m^m, or by tortm* or otherwise, cruelly, inhu- 
manly, and contrary to common usage, and the practice of 
civilized nations in war, treat any person or persons sur- 
prized in the ship or vessel you shall take, the offender shall 
be severely pimished. 

IX. You shall, by all convenient opportunities, send to 
the Board of Admiralty, or Secretary of Marine, written 
accounts of the captures you shall make, with the number 
and names of the captives, and intelligence of what may 
occur, or be discovwed, concerning the designs of the enemy, 
and the destinations, motions and operations of their fleets 
and fumies. 

X. One-third at least of jrour whole company shall be 
landmen. 

XI. You shall not ransom or dischaige any prisoners or 
captives, but you are to take the utmost care to bring them 
into port; and if from necessity you shall be obliged to dis- 
miss any prisoners at sea, you shall, on your return from 
your cruize, make report thereof on oath to the judge of the 
admiralty of the State to which you belong, or in which you 
arrive, within twenty da3^ after your arrival, with your rea- 
sons for such dismission; and you are to deliver, at your 
expense or at the expense of your owners, the prisoners you 
shall bring into port, to a commissary of prisoners near- 
est the place of their landing, or into the nearest county 
goal. 
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XII. You shall observe all such further instructioiiB as 
shall hereafter be given by the United States in Congress 
assembled, when you shall have notice thereof. 

XIII. If you shall do any thing contraiy to these instruc- 
tions, or to others hereafter to be given, or willingly suffer 
such thing to be done, you shall not only forfeit your com- 
misfflon, and be liable to an action for breach of the condi- 
tion of your bond, but be responrable to the party grieved 
for damages sustained by such malversation. 

The Committee to whom were referred instructiona for the mwtere 
of lettera of marque &c. beg liberty to report, that altho' said instruc- 
tiona are veiy imperfect in many ptarticularB, yet they are as extensive 
as the ordinances already existing, respecting the Marine, and as 
new instructions are immediately necessary for carrying into execu- 
tion the Ordinance of the of March last, the Conmiiitee are 
of opinion that said instructions be adopted as tiiey are. The Com- 
mittee further report the following resolution: 

Ordered, That t^e Board of Admiralty r^>ort, as soon as 
may be, prop^ r^ulations for the conductii^ and govern- 
ing the vessels of war of the United States and other armed 



The House was resolved into a Committee of the Whole, 
and after some time the President resumed the chair and Mr. 
[John] Mathews reported that the committee have had imder 
consideration the matter to them referred, and have made 
some progress. 

[In] CoMMrrTEE of the whole. 

Mr. Mathews in the chair. 

Resolved, That there ou^t to oe one general currency 
in biUs of credit in these United States, in aid of the cir- 
culating medium in specie, to enable the United States 

< TliiH report, in th« wriling of Jamea Mitchell Vamom. is in tbe Pajieft afUu Cm. 
UneKLal Ocmyreu, No. 31, folio 231. 
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in Congress assembled effectually to prosecute the pres- 
ent war> 
Adjourned to 5 o'Clock to Morrow P. M.' 



SUNDAY, APRIL 8th, 1781 

The United States in Congress assembled, having received 
intelligence that an embarkation of a body of troops is in 
forwardness at New York, the object of wiiich is the taking 
possession of the neck of land lying between the head of 
Chesepeak bay and t^e river Delaware, whereby all the stores 
and provisions on the peninsula may fall into the hands of 
the Enemy unless immediately removed: 

Wab Office, AprH 8^. 1781 
Sm, 

The Board hare been honored with a communication of the intel- 
ligence from Qeneral Foreman indicating a design in the Enemy to 
possess themselvea of the Peninsula between the Delaware and Cheaa^ 
peak Bays for the purpose no doubt among others of collecting forage 
and proTiaions with which that country abounds and which from 
their being capable of becoming masters of the watera as well as 
with a small force holding possession of the Isthmus, we conceive will 
easily fall into the Enemy's hands. Congress will know the difficul- 
ties we shall experience in collecting a sufficient quantity of provi- 
sions for an army which will we presume be thought necessary to 
keep the Enemy at least in check and prevent their farther progress. 
It is well known that the public purchasers have obtained httle flour 
or meat, and from the want of money but small quantities of salted 
provisions could be put up the last autumn. Yet, it is equally noto- 
rious that large quantities of flour and forage are collected in the 
peninsula at sundry places by private people and great numbers of 
cattle were fatted there, and these have been preserved in good 
order by the uncommon mildness of the winter, which put it in the 
power of the farmers and graziers to keep their cattle with little 

' This resolution ynt oitemd only in the n>anu«cript Secret Jounud, No. 8. 
A letter from BkTid Fonnan, dated April 2, was read this day, according to the 
indoteement. It is in the Papen of the ContijteiUal Ooagnn, No. 78, IX. folio 447. 
* At this point George Bond makes the enbiee. 
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assistance from grain or short fodder, the herbage on their meadows 
having been abundant through the whole season. Not a few of the 
inhabitants of the Peninsula are known to be disaffected, and prob- 
ably the cattle and forage these are possessed of are designedly kepi 
for the enemy, as we know there was a similar plan in the lower parts 
of PennsilTania, and in many parts of this Peninsula when General 
Howe landed at the Head of Elk. But if this was not the case we 
preeume it both prudent and necessary that the means of subsist- 
ance should be kept out of the Enemy's hands, and transferred to 
our own troops. We therefore beg leave to submit to Congress the 
propriety of collecting all the provisions and forage in the country 
which win probably be exposed to the ravages of the Enemy, and as 
there is a body of troops now in the neighboritood we conceive they 
should be made use of upon the occasion, and that their commanding 
officer should be directed to send out parties and collect all cattle 
flour and forage which might otherwise fall into the Enemy's hands. 

Should they not be wanted they may be returned to the owners; 
but if they should become necessary it will be a matter of hopeless 
regret that from any motives of deUcacy they have fallen into the 
Enemy's hands, and then too it will be too late to take measures for 
obtaining them. 

We therefore beg leave to report 

That the Board of War be uid they are hereby directed to take 
eydep effectual meastute for the removal of all public stores and also 
of all beef cattle provisions and forage collected or stored, from the 
Praiinsula between the Delaware and Cheeapeak Bays and on the 
Jersey shore adjacent to the Delaware which may probably fall into 
the hand of the Enemy on an invasion. That the said cattle provi- 
sions and forage be transported to places of security and valued 
undef the dipoetaon of the oomnus s a^ -et* by proper persons, and cer- 
tificates given by the Commissary General of purchases to the owners 
thereof specifying quantity, species and value. 

That it be recommended to the Executives of N. Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia to give every assistance in 
their power to the officers appointed to eeHeefe secure tiie said pro- 
visions and forage in the Pomnsuli t and th a t tho 'fl( ud - Eaeeutivc e "be 

thfrPpopwotoiB - foi * all PFOviflions - and Fomge eoming to the udo of th e 
Twjep S ; and that as nothing t H rir t b e- nooc ae ity of tb e e i >oo indueoo them 
to direct thiu mc a tmro) oil tbo o rtaelc s not w a ntod - fop - tho Twx^ a l 
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fotniwied -t Q -t hoOwD » HH)i * doli¥Oi^d - to - th i »owiop - of - l i h i > « ud - EgoeutiYe a 



F. S. We take the freedom to mention that if this measure is 
adopted secrecy and dispatch are necessary.* 

Ordered, That the Board of Wot ts^e immediate meaaures 
for the removal of the public stores within the said penin- 
sula; and that it be and hereby is recommended to the Execu- 
tives of the States of Delaware, Maryland and Virginia to 
take the like measures with respect to all the provisions and 
forage belonging to the said States respectively, or to the 
citizens thereof, which will not be necessary for tJie consump- 
tion of the inhabitants.^ 

[Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow] 

MONDAY, APRIL g, 1781 

The House was resolved into a Committee of the Whole 
and after some time the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. [John] Mathews reported that the Committee have had 
under their farther consideration the matters to them 
referred, but have not come to a conclusion. 

A letter, of 4th, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of 31 March, from the governor of \'i]^ma, was 
read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to t he ^oe s A -e^ W ta a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members, Mr. [John] SuUivan, Mr. [Meriwether] 
Smith, Mr. [John] Mathews.* 

Adjoiimed to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

' lUa report is in the Paper* q^fA« Ctmtinenlal Cbn^rm, No. 148, l,taMoS67. 

* The proceedinga for this day were alao entered in the mamucript Secret (Domeetic) 
Toamal. At thie point Cbulee ThomsoQ raeomes the entries. 

■ Wuhinglon'B letter is in the Papert o/Uie Continental Congreu, Mo. 152, X, fotio 63; 
the Virginia letter ig in No. 71, II, folio 87. A letter of Much 26, from the goTemor 
of Viiginit, WBB alao read on this day; It u in No. 71, II, folio 75, and was referred to 
the committee, as the indorsement shom. Tho letter of 31 was refeired to the Board 
of War, April 12. 

* A letter of Ephraim Blaine, dated this day, was road, as the indorsement indicates. 
It is in the Papen oftht ContinmUil Con^rtti, No. 165, folio 397. 
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TUESDAY, APRIL lo, 1781 

On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Madison, 

Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be, and he is 
hereby, authorised to employ an additional confidential 
secretary, and as many writers as he shall judge proper, to 
arrange and r^iister the pubhc letters and other documents 
in the office at head-quarters; and to asfflgn such salaries for 
their respective services, as he shall think reasonable.' 

On motion of Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, seconded by 
Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 

Ordered, That no more of the bills heretofore drawn on the 
ministers plenipotentiary of these United States in Europe, 
(except those appropriated for the use of the southern army, 
and those appropriated and lodged in the hands of the Board 
of War,) be sold without special direction from the United 
States in Congress assembled, and that the Board of Treasury 
give orders accordingly. 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to devise 
ways and means for an immediate supply of the public 



The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. M[eriwether] Smith, 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum. 

llie Committee appointed to confer with the Committee of the 
assMnbly of Fenn^tvuiia upon the Beport of the Board of War, 

Report, 

That they have conferred with the Committee of the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania, and find that no assistance may be expected &om the 
State of FennaylTama to enable Congress to comply with the Repeat 
of the Board of War. 

And that your Committee be directed to inform the Committee of 
the assembly of FemisylTania, th at- thei f ■f cqacrt wn - no fc be oompHod 
w itb - without doMBi g ingtho - whoI<wy 8 tem ' of Bn a noo - ftnd - giTip g-geaefBlr 

' This motion, in the writing of James Duone, is in the Papen of Qit CbnttnenAiZ 
Oonvrtf, No. 36, IV, ioUo 369. It ia ujidM«d. 
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That Congress have it not in tiieir power to comply with the requeet 
in t hoiF lot t or - of rit e 6t h ipflfa of the assembly of FenosylTania for the 
Loan of foiir hmidred thoiuand DoUars.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Qock to Morrow.' 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL ii, 1781 

The committee to whom was referred the letter from Dr. 
OUphant, delivered in a report: 

Ordered, That it be refwred to the Board of War to take 
order. 

The committee appointed to devise wayB and means for 
an immediate supply of the public treasury delivered in a 

■ This report, in tiia writiiig of Jene Boot, la in the Paper* oj the Continental (hn- 
grat. No. 20, II, foUo 123. The indotBement ahawa that it wu negatived April 10. 
Another vendoa, bIbo in Boot's vridng, is on folio 43 and ia a follows: 

The Conuaittee to whom was referred the Report of the Board of War, and the 
Letter Ima the 0»nmittee of the assembly of the State of Pennsylvania take leave 
to Report, 

That they have conferred with a C<Hnmittee of the assembly aforesaid and find that 
no assistanco is to be expected from them to «nable Congress to comply with the repeat 
of the Board of War. 

Your Committee further report, that the Committee of the SMembly further state 
and 111^ the exhausted elate of the Treasury, whereby they are rendeied unable to 
(Minply with their engagements to the boope of their line previous to their marching 
to the southward, or to procure the supplies of flour wanted for the subeistance of the 
Army — and that in the course of three weeks they will be able to replace the sum 
Mkedfw. 

Whereupon your CMnmfttee subinit die following Resolution:— That the Ccnnmittes 
of Ctmgiees bo directed to inform the Committee of the Assembly of Pennsylvania, 

That the glwioua cause we are engaged in, is the cause of the particular States as 
well sfl ol the United States in Congress aammbled, and that the means of effectually 
supporting it, must be derived frc»n the particular States. Hut Congress have 
seasonably called upon them for the same, and by resson cd an unhappy deficiency 
in the suppliss asked for, Congress is unable to comply with the request of Pennsylvania, 
without deranging their system of finance, and giving general disgust to the oQier 
States. Yet Congren considers the marching of the Troops of the Pennsylvania line 
with all dispatch, and the procuring flour for the Army cannot be diq>enaed wiOi; 
nor can the United States in Congress assembled consider themselves answemble for 
consequences which they have not had it in their power to prevent or remedy. 

* On this ra an approximate date a petition of Lieut. Louis Joseph de Beaulieu 
wBsread. It was rderted to the Board of War. It it in tha Fapen 0/ Ae ContitmUcd 
Cmgnu, No. 42, 1, folio 2S0. 
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report, which was read and taken into consideration, and, 
after debate: 

Ordered, That it be postponed. 

The report of the committee to whom was re-committed 
their report on the estimate of articles for the quartermaster's 
department, was taken into conmderation; and Thereupon, 

The Committee to whom was recommitted the estimate from the 
Board of War of stores wanted for the Quartermasters Department 
for the Northern Army b^ leave to report. 

That after examining the Contmts of the Articles and the deduc- 
tions made by the Board at the foot of the Account, and having con- 
feired with the Board fully on the subject, they find no reason to 
recede from their former report: the Committee cannot however 
omit taking notice, that the returns of rent and stores on hand in the 
said Department is by no means so regular or exact as they ou^t 
to be: notwithstanding your Committee have seen a copy of an 
order issued by the Board of War to the bead of the QuarteimastetB 
Department so early as the month of November last wba*eupon your 
Committee report the following Resolution: 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury report imnwctiately 
the ways and means for furnishing the Board of War with 
the sum of two hundred and eighty-five thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixteen dollars and nineteen ninetieths in bills of 
the new emission or other money equivalent, in addition to 
the five hundred thousand dollars which, on the 22nd March 
last, they were ordered to report the ways and means of 
furnishing to the said Board, to enable the said Board to 
procure the articles necessary in the quartermaster general 
department, according to an estimate presented by the 
Board.' 

The committee to whom was referred the letter, of 26 
January, from J. Gibson, delivered in a repent. 

The report of the committee on the letters, of 2 and 3 of 
December last, from the minister plenipotentiary of these 

'This report, in the writing of Theodorick Bl«nd, isin thePupcrii^th* OmtiiMnloI 
Congrttt, No. 22, folio 163". 
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United States at the Court of Versailles, and the memorial 
from the minister plenipotentiary of his Most Christian 
Majesty, of 24 March, was taken into consideration; and. 
Thereupon, 

The Committee to whom were referred the letters of the 2fi and 
3!f of December last from the Minister Plenipotentiary from these 
United States at the Court of Versailles and the Memorial from the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of his Most Christian Majesty to these 
United States of the 24'^ of March 1781. 

Report, 

That upon the conference with his Most Christian Majesty's Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary, it appeared to your Conunittee that the Court 
of Versailles ia at all times attentive to the situation and circumstances 
of these United States and extremely disposed to give every assistance 
which the peculiar affairs of France will admit of for extricating the 
affaire of these States from their difficulties and embarrassments, 
l^at his Most Christian Majesty will not only hberally perform all 
his engagements but also will give very powerful succours of Sea 
and Land forces for the operations of the ensuing Campaign. That 
the arrival of very considerable reinforcements of troops and ships 
of war may be seasonably expected ; but that the diaposition state and 
arrangement of his Finances will not admit of the supplying funds 
for the payment of bills of exchange drawn on the Minister of these 
States at his Court beyond the provisions already made which 
amount to one million of livres toumoisf orthe last, and three millions of 
the same livree for the present year. Being however desirous of as- 
sisting these United States in measures for establishing their Finances, 
and for carrying their operations on with vigor and effect, his Majesty 
is willing that his Ministers make such arrangements respecting the 
supplying of his forces in America as may admit of the constituting 
a fund in France for the purposes of Congress, of the monies destined 
for the paying for such supplies, and therefore if Congress can give 
assurances that such supplies will be duty furnished, at the prices 
for which they could be purchased in specie payment shall be made 
by his Majesty's Paymaster in America in Bills on the Treasury of 
France, which shall be punctually discharged. That as this Proposi- 
tion is intended for the convenience and advantage of these United 
States if Congress deem it inexpedient his Majesty does not wish 
them to adopt it; But if they deem it expedient it will be neceesary 



.y Google 



372 Journals of Congreaa 

that they take measures for fumishiog supplies of proTisions for 12 
thousand land and as many Sea forces at the least. 

Besides this general subject his Most Christian Majesty's Miniater 
communicated to your Committee that the Minister of Finance in 
France had obtained from the Minister of these United States a 
letter of credit on Congress for supplies to the amount of four hundred 
thousand dollars, which your Committee suppose to be the same 
mentioned in the letters from jy Franklin referred to them and which 
appears to have been in consideration for funds to enable him to 
discharge the bills drawn on him by Congress. 

Theee last supplies your Committee are of opinion ou^t to be 
furnished at all erents, as well because the faith and honor of Con- 
gress requires that they should perform engagements made by their 
Minister for procuring funds to enable him to pay their bills and 
support their credit as because it is probable that the supphes may 
be relied on for the subsistance of the succors which his Majesty has 
destined for the ensuing campaign, and your Committee know of no 
resources in the power of Congress from whence the said suppUee can 
be furnished except from the arrears of the specific supphes required 
from the States by the Resolutions of the 25«>' of February 1780. 

Your Committee cannot discover that any powers or resources at 
present vested in Congress can enable them to give assurances to be 
relied on for supplying the provisions which are the object of the 
first proposition communicated to them, and therefore are of opinion 
that Congress ought not to enter into such engagement. 

Upon the whole they submit the following Resolutions, 

That the Committee be instructed to inform the Miniater Plenipo- 
tentiary of his Most Christian Majesty that Congress have a just and 
high sense of his Majesty's friendly and liberal attention to the affain 
of these United States. 

That ihe candor and sincerity becoming honest Magistrates and 
faithful Alhes forbid their holding up assurances of the certainty 
of which they have not the fullest conviction. 

That the situation of the affairs of these United States does not at 
present afford them such assurances for furnishing supphes of pro- 
visions for the forces which his Majesty has destined for the succour of 
these States, to be paid for in bills drawn by his Majesty's Paymaster 
on the Treasury of France, and they therefore cannot avail -themselves 
of his Majesty's good intentions for enabling them to establish such 
a fund in aid of their finances. 
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Resolved, That the United States in Congress assembled 
will take every measure in their power for furnishing the 
supplies to the amount of four himdred thousand dollars for 
which their minister has giTon n lottoF - of orodit on thom 
ier entered into engf^ments, and will give immediate orders 
for forming magazines of fiom*, biscuit, Indian com, and flesh 
provisions to be in readiness for the officers of his Most 
Christian Majesty : ' 

Bb S at tbo s ame thoy oonnot be nb B olutely oert a in - bha b- the quanbiliy 
Foqiuisxi c a n bo doliyorod. 

Ordered, That the Board of War cause Magazines of flower, Indian 
com and flesh, to be fonned of the arrears of the specific supplies, 
required by the Resolution of the 25*'' of February 17S0 and cause 
hundred weight of biscuit to be prepared from the proper 
materials afforded by the said apeciflc supplies. And they lay before 
Congress as soon as may be a return of the supplies aforesaid.* 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-committed. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, com- 
missioner of the continental loan office, in favoin* of Cha. 
Thomson, Sec', for three hundred dollars new emission, on 
account of money due t© him. 

The report of the committee on nues for conducting busi- 
ness was taken into consideration, and some progress being 
made therein; 

Tbbasdrt Ofpiob ApnL 11^. 1781. 

The Board of Treasury having considered the petition of WiUiam 
Kinnan copper plate Printer to the United States referred to them 
by Congress the 26*^ ultimo setting forth the insufficiency of the 
pay heretofore allowed him, and praying to be allowed a saUuy 
adequate to his services; and the Board having conferred with him 
on the subject find, that lees than five hundred pounds specie or 
other current money equivalent per annum will not be satisfactory 
to him and in their opinion is no more than a sufficiency for his 
Whereupon the following resolution is submitted: 



■ This fMolution vaa »iao eotered in the manuscript Beciet Journal, Foi«^n ASaira. 
* This leport, in the writing of Thomas Butke, is in the Paptrt <^ the GmtinmUU 
Congreu, No. 25, I, folio 436. 
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Resolved, That W7? Einnan, copper plate printer to the United 
States, be allowed a ealaiy of 1333 dollars and } of a dollar specie, or 
other current money equivalent per annum.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY. APRIL is, 1781 

Ordered, Tliat the letter, of 31 March, &om the governor 
of Virginia, with the papers enclosed, be referred to the 
Board of War. 

A letter, of 8, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of 10, from J, Wilkinson, was read:' 

Ordered, That Mr. Wilkinson be furnished with an extract 
of the letter required by him in his letter, of 10th. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison: 

lliat the Judges of Appeal in cases of capture hold thur sessions at 
Williamsbui^ in the State of Virginia on the £rBt Monday of Novem- 
ber in each year; at Philadelphia on the firat Monday of April; at 
Boston, Mass; Providence, R. I.; [or] Hartford in Connecticut on the 
fiist Monday of June; and at the place where CongrcBS shall be sit- 
ting on the first Monday of September. 

That when an appeal ia prayed in any case and granted, the states 
order thmr reepective Judges that full and fair copies in one record 
be sent up to the Court of Appeals. 

That the appellant in every cause pay to the register of appeals 
thirty specie dollars or the real equivalent before the cause shall be 
argued — the sud monies to be deducted from the salary of the said 
register. 

That the Judges have a discretionary power of detennining the 
costs, but that only one advocate's fee be chaif;ed upon the party 
who are to pay the costs at no more than thirty specie dolhus for 
each cause or its real equivalent. 

That the states be called upon to order their reepective marshals 
to cany into immediate execution the decrees of judgment of the said 

' Thia report ia in the Papen of Ae Cmtinmtal Cimgreu, No. 136, V, folio 231, It 
wuieMton this dKy.BB the iadonementisdicktea, but, spparontly, not acted upon. 

'Wuhington'B letter in in the Paperi of the Conftfunlol Congrat, No. 153, X, folia 
67. It is printed in the Wntingt of Wa»h\ngU>n (Ford) IX, 207. WilkinwHi'B lett«i 
is in tb« Papert of the Cimtinmtal Cmgrtu, No. 7S, XXIV, folio 301. 
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Court under the penalty of dismrasion by the said Court of Appeals 
and action for damages in the Courts of common law at the suit of 
the party injured. 

That the Judges of appeal in cases of capture be also the Judges 
for the trial of plraciea and felonies committed on the high seas, 
whose commissionB shall be during good behaviour. 

That their seesiooa be h^d at the places above mentioned and 
immediately upon the adjournment of the Court of Appeals. 

That the states be called upon to order their sheiiSs and Gaolers 
to attend the said Court when necessary ; and to remove all pereons 
chatf;ed with piracy or felony on the high seas to the goal most con- 
venient for trial. That t^e States of B. I., Mass., [or] Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania and Vitginia be requested to furnish proper apartments 
for holding the said Courts in their respective dominions. 

That the Judges be authorised to appoint a person in each of the 
places above menticmed to act as register and clerk of the said 
Courts, whose salary shall be 86& 500 specie dollars per annum, or 
the real equivalent to be paid qu a rtorly yearly from the Continental 
Treasury, the sud officer paying all the incidental chaises of the 
Court such as wood, paper, ink &c, and also an under officer to keep 
the peace and attend the Court while sitting. 

That the Judges be complimented with a black robe by the United 
States as proper to appear in during the sitting of the Courts. 

That as the expences of such extensive duty in travelling, books 
and other matters, will be great, 

That the said Judges be allowed each five thousand dollars per an- 
num, or the real equivalent to be paid by the Continental Treasurer 
in quarterly payments. 

"niat the said Judges or their Roisters be allowed or entitled to 
no perquisites of office whatever.' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three : 

The members, Mr. [James Blitchell] Vamum, Mr. [Thomas] 
Bee, Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

On motion of the Medical Committee: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, in favour of Thomas Bond, jun', purveyor of the 

■Tbifl motioii, is ibe writiiig of Jwnee Usdiaon, is in th« Paptn t^&$ ConHnttOal 
Congrm, Ha. 36, J, folio 137. 
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hospital, for thirty thousand dollars of the old emisdoos, 
twenty thousand dollars of which to be delivered to Nathan 
Brownson, deputy purveyor, to be applied to the use of 
the hospitals established for the southen army and the 
remfuning ten thousand to be applied by the purveyor towards 
the paying persons necessarily employed in the general hos- 
pital north^ird of Vii%;inia, for which sum of thirty thousand 
dollars the purveyor to be accountable.' 

A report of the Board of Treasury was read; Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Thomas] Burke, 
one of the delegates for the State of North Carolina, a wai^ 
rant issue on Thomas Smith, commisdoner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in his favoiv for 
thirty thousand dollars old emissions, for which the said 
State is to be accountable.' 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three, to con- 
fer with the Board of War: 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [John] Sullivan, 
Mr. [James] Madison. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Thomas] Burke and &&. [Samuel] Adams 
have leave of absence. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott, seconded by 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland; and 

Whereas Congress by their tict of the 18!^ of March 1780 Recom- 
mended to the fleveral States to collect by taxes or otherwise the 
Bills of public credit which had previously been emitted by the 
United States, that they might be cancelled and destroyed by the 
month of April 1781. 

And whereas the events of the war have rendered it impossible for 
some of the States to comply with the aforesaid requisition. Li conse- 
quence of which and the natural effect which unfavorable events have 
upon public credit in the places where they happen, the said Bills in 

' Thifl rapoTt, is the writiiig ot Abraham CUrk, u in the Paper* of At QmimciUal 
Cbnfruf, No. 22, folio 37. 

* This report ia in the Paper* o/(A« CtmtitttnUd Qmgreti, No. 136, V, folio 225. 

*Tbia letter is in tha Paptn of On CmtineaUd Congrtu, No. 148, I, tfiio 361. 



.y Google 



April 1781 377 

those States have greatly depreciated, which has occamoned thdr 
being brought into other States where this depreciation causea lees 
effect, which circumBtances together with the raat quantities of looal 
currency which some of the States have emitted for their own use, and 
the want of an adequate taxation, added to the imavoidable causes 
mentioned in the said act of the 18!^ of March have so operated as to 
reduce eveiy public measure to the greatest diatrees, embarraaement 
and dishonor. And not only so but the sacred priuciplea of com- 
mutatiTe justice are scandalously and with impunity violated by the 
vicious and profligate part of the community. Public virtue and 
industry are under heavy discouragement and the means neceasaiy 
for the public safety are not provided for. 

The Congress of the United States in Congress assembled being 
deeply impressed with the coneideratioQ of these public distresses, 
and being deorous to remove as far as it shall be in their power the 
pemioiouB causes operating to produce a fiuotuatioa in the value of 
the public currency which while it shall continue will be oot only 
attended with a greater ezpence and disadvantage to theee States 
than to raise the sums by taxation sufficient to support the public 
expenditure. But will continue that derangement of our public 
finances which mark our present distreeses. Congress being also 
impreesed that the means necessary for the support of the war ought 
to be immediately provided for, have therefore thought fit to come 
to the following resolutions as being both just and nece«ary: 

Be$olved, That the several States who have not already collected 
the Bills of Fubhc credit emitted by the United States previous to 
their act of March 1780, accelerate the collection thereof as fabt as 
possible by taxes, loans or by exchanging the same for the new Bills 
ordered to be emitted by Congress by thdr act of the said 18 of 
March according to the Rate of Exchange in specie, which has or 
shall be fixed by the respective States. Aad that none of the said 
Bills emitted previous to the said 18 of March shall be current 
or redeemable after the day of next except that the 

poesesBois of such Bills shall be in the power of the Enemy or shall 
not be within the United States one month before the said day 

of next or shall belong to one of the United States as shall 

be so far in the power of the Enemy that the Legislature or Executive 
power of the State shall be prevented thereby from exercising their 
respective authorities. In which cases and upon reasonable proof 
thereof being made to the Executive of any Stat« who shall not have 
collected to be destroyed the Quota of Bills assigned to such State 
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Bhall hsTe an order from the Executive thereof upon that Stkte 
Treaaurer to exchange the same according to the rate ascertained by 
Buch State. 

And whereas notwithstanding the proTisions made for canoeing 
said old Bills of public credit, a considerable quantity of them will 
be unprovided for, owing as before meotioned to the erents of the 
war. 

Resolved, therefore. That Cougreas will make proper provision that 
the poeseesoTS of the eaid old Bills to the amount of what shall be 
assigned as the Quota of such States as shall be so far in the power 
of the Enemy as to prevent their compliance with the fore^ing 
Reeolution shall be entitled to and have the same equity done to 
such possesBors as shall be agreeable to the fore^ing ResolutioD. 

And whereas it n indispensably necessary for the support of puUie 
credit that whatever can affect the same shall be under the direction 
of one superintending power who shall be able to control and restrain 
whatever may be injurious thereto. And in this view and to 
strengthen and confirm the union of these States Congress recom- 
mended to the several States that they did not on any pretence issue 
Bills of pubUc credit for their own particular use otherwise than 
according to the recommendations of Congress. 

Resolved, tha"efore, That usleee the particular States shall discon- 
tinue to emit bills of public credit except by & recommendation of the 
United States in Congress assembled, and shall not as soon as 
possible cancel the Bills of public credit which they have otherwise 
emitted. The Re^ureeentativea of these States will not consider 
themselvee as responsible for that Injustice, Distress and Diaorder, 
which must be the certain consequence of a practice of this nature.* 

Another, on the same subject, was made by Mr. [Meri- 
wether] Smith, seconded by Mr. piVilliam] Sharpe: 

SCHKUE OF FINANCE. 

1". Let Congrees now assume to itaelf the powers of the Confedera- 
tion and make that act in all coses the rule of its conduct. 

2°. Let Congress avail itself of the necessity which induced it to 

emit Bills of Credit prior to the ratification of that act, when it had 

not the power of making taxes productive for the support of the 

' Thia motion, in the writing of Oliw Wolcott, is in the Paptn o/th€ CbnttnmJot 

CongrtM, No. 36, 1, lolio U7. 
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credit of the Bills, or for the redemption of them; and also of the 
uncertaintj of the time of redemption; as a reason for extending 
the time of final redemption to suit the conveniency or ability of 
the ITnited States. 

3^ Let Congress apportaon the sum of tliOBe Emissioni among 
the States according to their respective Quotas and ordain that there 
shall be paid annually in specie or those identical Bills (dollar for 
dollar) by each State a portion of the reepectiTe quotas until the 
final redemption, which portion of the Bills when recaved shall be 
destroyed by burning them; leaving it optional in the respective 
Stat«s at the same time, to procure and pay into the Treasury of the 
United States th^ full Quotas of such Bills, at such time and in such 
manner as they may think best, withi>i the time of final redemption, 
providing also that Congress will pay specie for the outstanding Bills 
when demanded aftra* the expiration of the time of redemption and 
charge tiie same to the delinquent State or States. 

4^ Let Congress, in order to comply with the present demands 
for money issue 4/10!^ of the Bills provided by the Resolutions of the 
Igtt of March 1780, upon the funds established by each State, making 
tiie same a general currency by the powers of the Confederation 
pledging t^e United States as a counter security for punctual redemp- 
tion. If any of the said Bills have been issued by the States, over 
and above the 4/10^^ let it be considered as a State Emission and 
redeemed accordingly. Let every thing contained in the said Resolu- 
tions except what relates to the 4/10!^ be repealed. Let the 4/10!^ 
issue with a reduction of interest according to the time of issuing 
compared with the date of the Bills; and let the respective States be 
called upon to pay into the Continental Treasury their respective 
quotas of the 4/lOt^ uther in specie or the identical Bills (dollar for 
dollar) witUn the space of one year from the time of issuing to save 
the payment of interest by destroying them; by thia means the funds 
created by the acts of the res[>ective Legislatures may be abolished, 
and the States thereby enabled to create new funds for the redemp- 
tion of other money to be emitted by Congress. 

5°. Let Congress upon further emergencies, emit Bills of Credit 
redeemable at the aid of 4 or 6 years. Let each State be called upon 
to pay a portion of its quota of such Bills either in specie or the 
identical Bills, (dollar for dollar) annually in order to redeem them. 

6°. Let Congress pursue this last principle in subsequent emissions, 
extending the time of final redemption according to the ability of the 
States to pay additional annual Taxes, having regard also to any 
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depreciatioD which may arise from the Buperabimdance of the cinni- 
lating medium; which excess may always be reetnuned by the appli- 
cation of Ta^, payable in specie or the identical Bills, dollar for 
dollar. 

7". Let each State pass acts establishing a fund for the payment 
of their Quotas aforesaid pointing out the manner in whidi it will 
be productiTe annually; let these be transmitted to Congress and 
deposited in the Treasury office of tlie United States for the satisfac- 
tion of the public. 

8'. In order to establish one general currency and to prevent the 
loss of credit which may fall upon the Emisuons of Congress, by the 
deficiency of any State arising from the appropriation of ita funds to 
the redemption of State Emissions, let a memorial be sent to the 
respective States representing the bad tendency of their emissions, 
and proposing at the same time to lend to their respectiTe exigencies 
Bills emitted by Congress in lieu thereof. 

9". Let the leepeotiTe States be called upon to pay punctually 
their respective Quotas according to the ordinances of Congress fixing 
the annual payments, and in case of any deficiency, without sufficient 
reason asd^ied and approved; let Coi^ress remonstrate to the State 
defidenf, ^;ainst its conduct and demand full payment of arrears at 
a day certain; and if this shall not be productive of the money, let a 
prohibition issue gainst the commerce of such delinquent State until 
full payment be made. 

10". Let Congress call on tiie States for a revenue by duties &c 
on trade, payable in specie only to be deposited in the Treasury, and 
tiiere to remain unappropriated (except for peculiar exigencies of the 
States) un til the final redemption of the Bills emitted. Let a Receiver 
General be appointed in each State, to collect and pay these duties 
into the Treasury of the United States annually. 

ll". Let a day certain be assigned for the settlement of puUic 
accounts annually, let the persons concerned settle with the Auditor 
General and pay their balances if any into the Treasury; let the 
Auditors certify to the Treasurer the delinquencies; let the Treasurer 
order prosecutions by an advocate in the respective States. Let 
judgments issue against delinquents upon motion, on ten days' notice. 

Fiaally, Let Congress adopt and pursue this plan and be great and 
happy. M, SHrm. 

Note, with respect to old Emissiona, Congress may allow 20 
yeais or more for the redemption of it. The faith of the United 
States pledged by Congress upon issuing those Bills will not be 
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viol&ted by Congrees. The States may aTail tJiemeeiTes of the 
Depreciation by purchase or by the payment of the Bills in taxes, in 
value equivalent to specie. If the Stat«s will do neither the Bills 
will circulate and be payable in taxes until finally redeemed thereby. 
Some who have lost by depreciation will have an opportunity of 
recorering thdr losses, and those who have gained by it will keep 
what they can. Some will make fortunes; none in future can be 
injured materially. 

If these principles be adopted, ordinances may be directed to be 
prepared upon the resolutions agreed to. 

Let Commissioners be appointed to liquidate the debts due from 
the United States by certificates according to their real value in 
specie, finin g the same by a scale of depreciation, and let Certificates 
issue for (he same redeemable at tiie end of years, bearing interest 
annually to be paid. Let these be considered as Bank stock, trans- 
ferable only at the Bank or Treasury in some established form. Let 
funds be created for payment of this interest annually and for making 
provision for the principal at the day of redemption.' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of five; 

The members, Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, Mr. [Oliver] Wol- 
cott, Mr. [George] Clymer, Mr. [Jeese] Root, Mr. [John] 
Hanson. 

A report from the Boaid of Treasmy was read; Where- 
upon, * 

Ordered, That on the apphcation of John Ijevinus Clarlc- 
son, clerk to the Board of Treasury, a warrant issue in his 
favour on Thomas Smith, conimissioner of the loan office for 
the State of Pensylvania, for twelve thousand dollars old 
emissions to defray the contingent expences of the several 
offices in the treasury department, and for which stmi he is 
to be accomitable:' 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury agree with Mr. J. 
Pemberton for the rent of the house in which the President 
dwdls. 

I This motion, in tlie writing of H«riwetber Smith, is in the Papen o/the Cotitmmtal 
Congmt, No. 36, 1, lotio 141. The iadonement nya it was aeconded by Mr. [Junea 
HibJiellj Vamum. 

■Thu report u in the Pa^t of tht Ccntmentai Cvngnu, No. 136, V, folio 233. 
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TsKAsuBT Omam AprU 7, 178t 
Hh.% Board of Treasuiy beg leave to inform the United States in 
Congress assembled, that in execution of ^eir Act of the 3!f inst in 
favor of the under Secretaries and Clerks of Office, they hare given 
orders {hat warrontei may be made out for the respective balances 
agreeable to the Act of the 16 of March last to Wit. By admitting 
the exchange between Money of the old emisaioQB and specie, at the 
rate of 140 for one, and between Money of the old and the new emis- 
siona at 75 for one aad allowing 1 and { of a dollar in the New Money 
for each dollar due in specie. If this proceeding should be repugnant 
to the sense of Congress they will please to give orders to stop it.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'C3ock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, APRIL. 13. 17S1 

A letter) of 9, from J. D. Mercier; 

A letter, of 10, from W. GUleylen; 

A petition of Elijah Weed; 

A memorial of F^-ancis Allison; and 

A letter, of 10, from E. Forman and J. Gibeon, were read: 

Ordered, That the petition of Elijah Weed be referred to 
the Board of War. 

A letter, of 7, from J. Notirse, assistant auditor general, 
was read ; ' Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury take order for the 
payment of the balance reported to be due to the said J. 
Nourse, and also to the messenger and dooriceeper, as if they 
had been specially included in the order of the 3d instant. 

A letter, of 9th, from Cha. Stewart, commissaiy general 
of issues, was read : ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to examine into the issues of the respective departments, &c. 

■ Thia tepart it in the Paptn of On Cmtmmbd Cmgnm, No. 138, V, folio 223. 
The indonemait ahowB that it wu road on thia (Uy. 

* Herder's letter la in the Paptn oftht Canti-ofniaX Ctmgnu, No. 78, XVI, fdio 167; 
Oilleylea'a letter la in No. 78, X, folio 323; Weed's petition, dmted Ajnil 7, 1781, ia in 
No. 42, VIII, folio 22&; Aliaon'a memoriAl ia in No. 41, 1, folio 67; Fomuui and Qib- 
wd'i letter ia in No. 78, IX, folio 463; Noune's letter ia in No. 78, XVII, folio 135. 

* Thia letter i« in the Pap«n 0/ (ft* OmfwuiXot Ccmgmt, No. 78, XXI, folio 43. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by 
Mr. [James Mitchell] Yamum: 

That the salariea and pay of the ConuuissioDers of the several 
boards aod chambers of accounts, secretaries and clerks of said 
boards and chambers, officers in the Hospital Department, and all 
others employed in any civil department imder Uie United States, 
where constant attendance to the duties of their office may be neces- 
sary, be suspended for all such time as any of the said officers may 
have been or shall he absent and not in the due exercise of the duties 
of their respective offices. That the accounts of the Commissioners 
of the boards and Chambers, and the principles in each other civil 
department shall before paid be duly certified as to the time of actual 
service by the respective claimants, and the accounts of all other 
officers in the civil departments, as to the time of their actual service 
shall be duly attested by their respective oaths or affirmations, 
previous to their receiving any pay,' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the above mentioned 
committee. 

A letter, of March 2, from John Lewis Gervais and Geo. 
Abbot Hall, was read, enclosing a bill in favour of J. Mathews, 
Esq^:' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

Wae OmoE April 7 1781 
Sm, 

The Board have considered the letters from the Commander in 
Chief and the Fay Master Qeoeral respecting the extra Ration 
allowed to Officers to be drawn in kind. If the whole of the Ration 
was drawn in kind and perfect in every article and the Officers' pay 
was regularly given them, there might be strong reason in charging 
them with the extra ration. But as neither of these cases can happen 
under our present situation we agree with the Commander in Chief 
that the extra ration should be considered as a gratuity, subject 
nevertheless to the future order of Congress. It will therefore be 

' Thia motion, in the writing of Abraham Clark, ia in the Paptn oj the Continenlal 
Cmtyra*, No. 3G, I, folio Ifil. 

* Thia letter ia in the Papen of th* ContiiunUd Congreu, No. 78, X, folio 207. 



.y Google 



384 Journals <^ Congress 

proper to authorize the Fay Master Oeneral to setUe with tiie Offioen 
independent of the extra Ration and perhaps the best waj of doing 
it will be to refer the matter to the Board to take order without 
making it an Act of Congress. 
We therefore beg leave to report 

Ordered, That the letter, of 3, from J. Pierce, paymaster 
general, relative to the extra ration allowed to the officers of 
the army to be drawn in kind, be referred to the Board cA 
War to take order. 

As to the pay of the new levies or six or nine Months Men the 
Board have a considerable time ago, reported thereon to Congress, 
that it should be recommended to the Statee in which they were raised 
to pay them and chai^ the amount to the United States.' 

Another report of the Board of War was read ; Whereupon, 

At a Boakd of Was, JanX 16, 1781. 
Present Mr. Peters 

Oen> Cornell 
Ilie board having taken into consideration the situation of the 
new Levies, lately discharged, submit the following resolution: 

Revived, That the Commander in Chief transmit to the 
executives of the several states Ibts of the names of all the 
new levies beloi^ing to each State respectively, specifying 
thdr times of service and the sums due to them; such lists 
to be B^ued by the paymasters of the regiments in which 
the s^d new levies have served, countersigned by the com- 
manding officer, and approved of by the brigadier or com- 
manding officer of the brigade or corps; and that it be, and 
hereby is, recomm^ded to the said states, to cause payment 
to be made to the said new levies, agreeably to such lists, on 
accoimt of the United States.' 

Another report from the Board of War was read; Where- 
upon, 

> This report ia in the Papm of lit Continental Cimfrem, No. 147, VI, folio 393. 
■ This retwrt b Id the Paptn o/tAe Conttnmtol Con^reM, No. 147, VI, fglig «3. 
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Wab Office AprU 9, 1781 
Sib 

The Board have considered the memorial of Col. Febiger referred 
to them by Congrees and beg leave to observe that the delay he com- 
plains of, did not arise altt^ether from a want of knowledge in what 
manner to report hia case. We were Benedble if warrants were 
reported in his favor they could not be immediately paid and we 
were further informed by the Colonel that if all this was done, he was 
not ready to leave the City immediately. But to return to the point. 
The Board are of opinion that upon eveiy prindple the Colonel is 
entitled to as large an allowance as D( Skinner was, and if we judge 
from real service, we must say, much more; but there will be this 
difference, the Colonel has received one ration kdA forage for two 
horses pi day, which the Doctor did not. The Colonel's account 
being stated as follows; and the ballance granted will put them both 
nearly on a footing, without any distinction of service. 
The time on command from the 7A day of November 1780 
to the Iti of March 1781 (when the Resolution allowing 
3 dollars p? day was repealed) is 119 days at 3 dollars doiiM 
per day 367 

To expences in joining hia Regiment 60 

407 

CcmtraCt 
By one ration f- day for four months at 6 dollars pf Month 20 
By forage for two horses for the above time at 2/6 pf day 37 

67 

Ballance due 360 

Should Congress agree in opinion with the Board it may be proper 
to Resolve 

That a warrant issue on in favor of Col. Febiger 

tor three hundred and fifty dollars of the new Emission in full of his 
expences, while on command in the City of Philadelphia by order 
of Major General Greene, and in returning to join his regiment. 

Ordered, That the Board of War draw a warrant on the 
paymaster general in favor of Colonel Febiger, for three 
months' pay and Bubsistance equal to three hundred dollars 
of the new emiamon, for which he is to be accountable; 



.y Google 



S86 Journals of Congress 

Shduld Congress be of opinion that the repeal of the reeolution 
respecting allowaaces to Officers on command should only operate on 
commands on which Officers were sent after that repeal and cannot 
affect those Commands which were not closed previous to the repeal, 
and also that no deductions should be made for the armies of forage 
and provisions, they will then please to order. 

That another wurant issue on the commissioner of the 
loan office for the State of Virginia, in favour of the said 
Colonel Febiger, for four hundred and eighty-five dollars in 
bills of the new emission, for his expences on command.^ 

A motion was made by Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, 
seconded by Mr. [John] Mathews: 

The United States in Congress assembled taking into consideration 
the report of the Board of Admiralty respecting John Paul Jones 
Esq! a Captain in the Navy, and being impressed with an high sense 
of his gallant and military conduct ; of hia zeal and sensibility for 
the honor of their flag; of hia patriotic and successful enterprize to 
rescue from captivity and violence the citizens of these States, who 
had fallen under the power of a vindictive Enemy ; and in general of 
the eminent and unremitted services which have given so much lustre 
to his character as a naval officer, and merited the warmest gratitude 
of his Country; Do therefore resolve that the thanks of the United 
States in Congress assembled be ^ven to Captain John Paul Jones 
' for his zealous, intrepid and brilliant services. 

Resolved that a golden medal be presented to Capt John Paul Jones, 
emblematical of the signal victory obtained by him over the British 
Ship the Serapia ; and that the Board of Admiralty take order herein.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [James Mitchell] Vamum, Mr. [^^liam 

Churchill] Houston, Mr. [John] Mathews. 
On motion of Mr. [John] Sullivan, seconded by [Mr. John] 

Mathews: 

Resolved, That in future all dmaand e apphcations of offi ewB-a a d 
B oldioM persons serving in the Army for p a yo f fop monie s advane ed 

' Thia leport ia ia the Fapen of the CotUinental Ctmgreu, No. 147, VI, (olio 401. 

* Ilia motion, in the writiiig ot JameB Mitchell Vamvim, is in the Paptn oftht Can- 
tmtnbd Comgrtu, No. 36, 1, [olio 157. 
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settlement of aceounta be laid boforo made to the auditors of the army 
and liquidated by them. 

That all demands of other peraons against the United States be 
l a id bof e ro made to the Board of Treasury and liquidated by them. 

That all apphcations of persons serving in the Army for payment 
of sums due tiora the United States be made to the paymaster and 
those of other Creditons to the Treasury Board, and that such de- 
mands as appear properly vouched be paid in whole or in part as the 
State of the Finances or the General Instructions of Congress may 
point out. 

Hiat two members from Congress attend at the Treasury Board 
to assist in liquidating accounts and stating to Congress such ^eei^ 
demands as cannot bo a ottJod by the gwto fa i pFinoiplo a require the 
particular intervention of Congress for settling the same. 

That all apphcations for nproaw of elo a tbing respecting rank Dis- 
chaiges or Resignations be made in the first Instance to the Board 
of War. 

That two members of Congress attend the Board of War and in 
Conjunction with the board to report to Congress such apphcations 
as may require the particular intervention of Congress.' 

Resolved, That, for the future, all applicationB of persons 
Berving in the army, for settlement of accounts, be made 
immediately to the auditors of the army: 

That all applications of persons serving in the army, for 
payment of liquidated sums due from the United States, be 
made immediately to the paymaster, accompanied with the 
proper warrants: 

That all similar applications of other creditors of the 
United States, be made immediately to the Board of Treas- 
ury, [to be liquidated and discharged, either in whole or in 
such equal proportion, as the Board of Treasury shaU, with 
the approbation of the United States in Congress assembled, 
from time to time generally direct. 

Resolved, That all applications respecting rank, discharges, 
losses of horses, cloathing, or other articles, in the service, 

1 This motion, in tbe wridng of John SuUivan, is in the Papen of Ott OmttnoUoJ 
OmprcM, No. 36, IV, folio 37S. It u undated. 
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and for arrearB of cloathing and other articles, be made in 
the first instance to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That all applications for resignations be made 
to the Commander in Chief, or to the officer commanding in 
a seperate department. 

On motion of the Medical Committee: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on John Hopkins, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Virginia, 
in favor of Thomas Bond, Juur, pm'veyor of the hospital, for 
five thousand dollars of the new emission, to be by him put 
into the hands of Nathan Brownson, deputy purveyor, to 
pay three months' salary and wages due to the oflicras and 
others employed in the hospital establi^ed for the southern 
army and to procure supplies for said hospital, for which 
sum the said purveyor is to be accountable. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of 
March 28th, from Peter Deveaux, delivered in a repwt; 
Whereupon, 

Was Office April 9, 1781 
Sib 

The Board have considered the Memorial of Major Dstoux refened 
to them by Congress, and beg leave to obserre, that by the Act of 
CongreBS of the 8!^ day of January 1780, pay was allowed for all hoiseB 
killed in action, and by their Act of the 29^ day of November last, 
pay is allowed for horses w undsd in Action, provided they are 
delivered to the Q. Master. By the Major's certificate it doee not 
appear to the Board, his cases come under either of the aforemen- 
tioned resolutions, as it is expressly said, he lost him on a retreat. 
As to that part of bis Memorial that respects his pay, the Board can 
only say the Major appears to them, to have been serving in no other 
capacity than that of a volunteer, and while they ^plaud his zeal 
they cannot report any pay due to him, as thery are convinced Major 
General Gtates had two aids regularty appointed at the same time; 
nevertheless should Congress be of opinion, that a gratuity ought to 
be made him, in that case, it may be proper to resolve 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomao Hoipwood 
Thomas Smith, conmussioner of the continental loan office 
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for the State of Maaylnnd Pensylvania, in favor of Peter 
Deveaux, for three hundred and sixty dollars in bills of the 
new emission in full for his services in the southern army.* 

A motion was made by Mi*. [Jesse] Root, seconded by Mr. 
[Oliver] Wolcott: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury.] ' 

Ordered, That Mr. [Oliver] Wolcott have l«ive of absence. 

The committee to whom were referred the letter, of March 
1, from General Washington, and the memorial of Colonel 
Hazen; and 

The committee on the letter, of 30 March, from Colonel 
Pickering, delivered in their reports.' 

Adjourned to 10 6'Cloek to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 14, 1781 

A report from the Board of War on the letters, of 21, 24, 
27 March, from Colonel Pickling, was resA: 

Was OmoE April 6, 1781. 
Sib 

We have the honor to lay before Congrees the enclosed papers for 
their consideration on the subject of tbe proposed Alterations in the 
Systems of tbe Provision Departments. The whole matter is so 
cleaiiy stated in these papers, that it is unnecessary for us to enlai^ 
thereupon. 

Should Congress be of opinion that the Duties of the Quarter 
Master General are so great as not to admit of nny - fB f tfwF burth e n 
the whole being thrown upon him, we conceive l^at it will very little 
interfere with the busiaess of his department if it was directed 

That the Deputy or Assistant Quarter Masters at any fixed Posts 
shall without any additional Salary do the duty of CommiBsaiies of 
Prisoners whenever there is a Necessity ther^or by the anival of 
Prisonera at thur Posts. 

> Thii leport ia in the Popn o/lA« OmtuienJoI (?(m0rnt, No. 147, VI, ftdio S»T. 

* The portiai In bncketa wu entered in the Jounul by Gstoge Bond. 

■ A letter cf April 7 from th« Board of War, reUtive to tbe tnuuportadtm cA Gvienl 
Lahyette'B detftduneat, wu read, u the indonwrnant indicates. It ia in the Papat 
ofOit Cbntuunloi Coagnu, No. 148, I, folio 353. 



.y Google 



890 Journals of Congress 

Hiat in all busiDees relating to Prisoner they shall take the Direo- 
tioQ of the CommiBsaiy Qraiend of PriaoneiB to whom and to the 
Board of War monthly retunu of all prisonetB under their care shall 
be duly transmitted, lliat all Conunimaiics of PrisoneiH at any 
fixed poeta be and they are hereby discharged. 

That in future the office of ABsistant Quarter Master General be 
abolished and the Quarter Master General shall himself examine or 
direct his deputy at the place where Congress shall sit to receive and 
examine all Estimates and applications for Monies required for the 
use of the Department, previous to their being laid before the Board 
of War for their Approbation and report to Congress. 

P. S. Should Congress be of opinion that the Commissary General 
of Purchases is unnecessary and do not choose to adopt the plan on 
the extensive scale it may be proper to Resolve 

That the Office of Commissary General of Purchases be abolished 
and the duties prescribed in the R^ulations foif that Department 
devolve on and be executed by the Commissaty General of Issues.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Artemas] 
Ward, Mr. [Isaac] Motte. 

The committee |j consisting of Mr. Vamum, Mr. Houstoo, 
and Mr. Mathews]!, to whom was referred the motion of Vix. 
[James MitcheU] Vammn, delivered in a report; Whereupon, 

The United States in Congress assembled, having taken 
into consideration the report of the Board of Admu^ty of 
the 28 March last, respecting the conduct of John Paul Jones, 
Esq, captMD in the navy, do 

Resolve, That the thanks of the United States in Congress 
assembled, be given to Captain John Paul Jones, for the zeal, 
prudence, and intrepidity, with which he hath supported the 
honor of the American flag; for his bold and successful enter- 
prizes to redeem irom captivity the citizens of these states, 
who had fallen und^ the power of the enemy; and in general 
for the good conduct and eminent services by which he has 
added lustre to his character and to the American arms. 

That the thanks of the United States in Congress assem- 
bled, be also given to the officers and men who have faithfully 

• ThiB lepOTt is in the Paperi of Hit CemtiTOfUai Congntt, No, H7, VI, folio 4M. 
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served under him from time to time, for their steady affection 
to the cause of their country and the bravery and persever- 
ance they have manifested therein. 

That ft medal of Gold emblematical of the victory obtained over 
the British ship of war the Serapis be presented to Captain John 
Paul Jones, and that the Board of Admiralty ta^ order therein.' 

On motion of Afr. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by Mr. [JohnJ 
Sullivan, 

Resolved, That the commissioners of the continental loan 
offices in the several states be, and they are hereby, directed 
to exchange with the treasurers of their respective States, 
all such bilb of credit of the old emissions as now are or may 
come into their hands, by the sale of bills of exchange or on 
loan for bills of credit of the new emissions issued in the 
same State, in order that the said bills of the old emissions 
may be drawn out of circulation as soon as possible. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Wae Offiob Mareh S9, 1781 
Sn 

The Board have considered the reference of the Ifemotial of Major 
Tudor and deem his account juet. There are great numbers of 
officers in his situation having old recruiting accounta and advances 
made by them to settle. If Congress deem it proper that these 
accounts should be paid at this time th^ will direct it to be done, 
but probably the best method will be, as the finances will not admit 
of payment of the whole, to direct the Auditor of the army to settle 
the accounts according to the Table of Depretiation and ^ve certifi- 
cates of such settlements which will entitle the Officers possessing 
tiiem to payment when the public are enabled to make it. If this 
should be agreeable to the opinion of Congrees, it will be proper to 
neolve, 

Ordered, That the auditors of the army settle all accounts 
for monies heretofore advanced by officers out of their private 
funds for their regiments or companies, and which axe now 

' This leport, in the writing ot WilHam Churdiill Houston, ig in lh« Papen oj the 
Omttncnldl CWi^rcM, No. 36, 1, tolio 166. The laat puagrapii is marked "negatived." 
At the end of the report a written by some one not on the committee: "Qod eend it 
to be true." 
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due agreeable to the scale of depreciation established by the 
Treasury Board, and ^ve certificates in specie of the sums 
due, that the officers entitled thereto may receive the same 
when the state of the public finances will admit of pa3Tnent 
thereof: provided that no charges be allowed by the said 
auditors, but for such pay or articles as the soldiers were 
entitled to receive by resolutions of Congress, and which 
were not supplied by the United States, or the State to 
which they respectively belonged.* 

A motion was made by "Hix. [Samuel] Adams, seconded by 
Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 

That the Board of Admiralty be directed to enquire into 
and report to Congress, the cause of the detention of the 
prize-money due to the seamen in the service of the United 
States in Europe and America. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samud] Adams, 



New HampeMn, 






JTaryioni, 




Mr. SulUvan, 


»y 


* 


Mr. Csrroll, 


ay 


MaaitieKiiiettl, 






Virginia, 




Mr. Adams, 


»y 




Mr. Bland, 


ay 


LoveU, 


«y 


«r 


NorOt Cmolina,, 




W«d, 


«y 




Mr. Sharpi, 


ay 


Comuetieut, 








ay 


Mr. Huntington, 


ay 




Sovih OaroliTia, 




Root, 


ay 


*y 


Mr. Mathews, 


ay 


NmJma/, 






Bee, 


ay 


Mr.au-k, 


ay 




Motte, 


ay 


Honeton, 


ay 


fty 


Oeorgia, 




PmiMj/Ioaoio, 






Mr. Few, 


ay 


Mr. Atlee, 


ay 




Howly, 


ay 


Qymer, 


ay 


ay 






DeUmare, 










Mr. Rodney, 


ay 


* 







So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

' This nport is In th« Papen o/Uie CarUin^ntal Congrat, No. 147, V, lolio 1. 
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Tbeasubt Offiob AprU IS^ 1781 
The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred on the Tit inst a 
letter from Brigadier General Morgan dated the 24!^ ultimo requesting 
payment for a quantity of com fumiahed Col Archibald Steel late I> 
quarter master general to the Southward as appears by his Certifi- 
cates therein enclosed at the request of Oenenil Gates, have consid- 
ered the same, and are of opinioo that as the Genera] furnished the 
Com for the public serrice at a time when public credit rendered it 
difficult to procure supplies of that kind for the service he ought to 
recaive munediate payment for the same: and Col" Fettit having 
applied to the Boanl for the sum of 96,408 dollars Virginia paper 
money in the hands of the Managers of the United States Lotteiy 
for the use of the quarter mafiters department, to be applied towards 
the payment of old debts due in the State of Virginia or, on current 
business : The Board are of opinion, that as this sum will be more 
than sufficient to dischaige in full Geni Morgan's demand, the residue 
may be applied to the most pressing purposes of the department, and 
therefore submit the following Resolution: 

ResiAved, That a warrant issue on the Managers of the United 
States Lottery in favor of Charles Fettit assistant quarter master 
general on account of Major General Greene late quarter master 
general for ninety six thousand four hundred and eight dollars Vir- 
ginia paper money, forty-seven thousand seven hundred dollars of 
Triiich he is to apply to the payment of Brigadier General Morgan's 
demand for the com furnished Col Archibald Steel late Dr Q^ Master 
Gen) to the Southward : and the residue to be applied to the most 
presung purposes of the department, in the State of Virginia, at the 
discression of the assistant quarter master, for which sum of ninety 
six thousand four hundred and eight dollars the said Major General 
Greene late quarter master general is to be accountable.* 

Ordered, That the foUowing warrants issue on the managers 
of the United Statee lottery, one in favour of Charles Fettit, 
assistant quartermaster general, on accoxmt of Major General 
Greene, late quartennaster general, for twenty-four thousand 
dollars Virginia paper money, to be applied to the payment 
in part of the debt due to Brigadier General Morgan for com 
fuiiiished Archibald Steel, late deputy quartermast^ to the 
southward ; and another in favour of John Pia'ce, paymaster 

> This report u in the Paptn of Ihe Continental Congra*, No. 136, V, folio 236. 
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general, for seventy-two thousand four hundred ajid eight 
dollars like money, for the use of his department; 

That on the application of George Bond, deputy secretary, 
a warrant issue in his favour on Thomas Smith, commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, for ten thousand dollars old emiasions, to defray the 
contingent expences of the Secretary's office, and for which 
sum the said Geoi^e Bond is to be accoimtable.' 

That all the Quarter Masters' and Commissaries' certificates be 
immediately called in, and those given previous to the day of 

last be liquidated, according to the value of the articles sup- 
plied at the time of their being so supplied and Loan office certificates 
given in lieu thereof agreeable to such liquidation, in specie; and 
for those given in specie subsequent to thesaid day of 

Loan office certificates be likewise given according to the sums 
specified on the face thereof. 

That in payment of all taxes on account of the United States the 
possessor of such certificate shall be authorized and empowered, 
when called on for such tax to write off on the back of the said certifi- 
cates the amount of his then tax to be paid, which receipt shall be 
attested by the collector of the said tax, and ao from time to time 
proceed until the whole shall be thus written off when the said certifi- 
cate shall be delivered up to either of the Loan offices to be cancelled. 

That in future all taxes to be levied by the several States on account 
of the United States, be seperate and distinct from that for the sup- 
port of their internal government. 

That all other debts now due from the United States (except such 
as are owing in Europe,) be in like manner liquidated and settled, the 
certificates to be made payable in three years, with interest at ten 
picent. 

That the faith of the United States be solemnly pledged to appro- 
priate from year to year so much of the monies arising from the 
impost granted to the U. S. as shall be necessary for the annual dis- 
charge of the interest arising on the debts so funded. 

That a subscription be opened at the several Loan Offices in the U. S, 
for borrowing for the term of ten years the sum of five million of 
dollars in specie at an interest of 10 p^ c' for the payment of which 
Interest the remainder or so much of the produce of the aforesaid 
impost shall be in like manner pledged, each subscriber to receive a 
I This pangnph is in the Papen of tin Contintntal Confntt, No. 136, V, lolio 239. 
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note for the whole of his subscription at the time of his subscribiiig, 
depositing at the same time oae-fourth part of his subscription, and 
the remainder to be paid in at three different quarterly payments. 
Provided always, that if any subscriber shall n^lect or refuse to p&y 
in his quota of the said subscription within ten days after the same 
shall become due, then and in such case, the note he shall bo as afore- 
said have received shall be deemed null and void and he be entitled 
to no more than he shall have actually paid in, and receive a new 
note accordingly. 

That for the more certain dischai^e of the principal so to be bor- 
rowed as aforesaid a tract of 5,000,000 of acres of the lands that have 
been granted td the U. S. be laid off and mortgaged to the aforesaid 
subscribers, with a condition therein contained to this purport, that 
if the U. S. shall within one month after the expiration of the afore- 
said ten years pay and satisfy to the said Bubscribers the full principal 
and interest of ^e sums respectively due to the Ba id a uboeiibow bo 
paid a nd aa tiafiod that them, then and in such case the aforesaid 
mortgage be cancelled; otherwise the equity of redemption be abso- 
lutely and to all intents and purposes foreclosed. 

That the precious metals uncoined be received in payment of 
subscriptions. Gold at and silver at .* 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter of the Quarter 
Master General, b^ leave to submit the following resolution: 

That the certificates issued by the Commissary and Quarter Master 
General under the authority of Congress, to be paid in specie or other 
money equivalent shall be received from the States within which the 
same shaU have been issued, towards the discharge of their respective 
quotas called for by the requisition of Congress of the of March 

last, computing the Interest due thereon to the time assigned for 
discharging such quota: and that certificates issued to creditors of 
these United States by Commissaries and Quarter Masters, previous to 
issuing the certificates above mentioned shall also be received towards 
the discharge of such quotas after the same shall be reduced to the 
specie value of the Articles for which the same were given, agreeable 
to and in the manner prescribed by a resolution of Congress of the 
2014 of August last, and in all cases where the real value of the Articles 
for which such certificates were granted, cannot be ascertained by 
the rule prescribed in the last mentioned resolution: The value of 
such certificates in specie shall be computed and settled at the rate 
of depreciation established by Congress on the 28A day of June last, 
for payment of loan office certificates. 

' "nuB motion, in tb« writing of John Mathews, yraa offered thia day tccoidiiig to the 
indonement. It ia in tlie Papen of tie Contmmial Cangreu, No. 36, I, folio 159. 
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That ii be e&meatly recommended to the several Legislatures to 
take effectual measures for settling the value of, and receiviiig the 
certificates last mentioned in such manner that equal justice may 
be done both to the public and to individuals. 

That such parts of the letter referred as relates to the issuing Com- 
missaries, and to the Quarter Masters Department, be referred to the 
Board of War.' 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock on Monday. 

MONDAY, APRIL. i6, 1761 

A letter, of 12, from Gen^^ Washington; and 
One, of 7, from the governor of Virginia; and 
One, of 20 March, from Major General Greene, were read.' 
On motion of iSi. [Thomas] Bee, seconded by Mr. [Joseph] 
Montgomery: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the supreme executive council of Pensylvania and the 
Board of War, and devise means for putting the Pensylvania 
line in motion: 

The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Joseph] Mont- 
gomery, Mr. [Thomas] Bee. 

A letter, of 13, from the Board of War, was read, enciosii^ 
a letter, of 2, from Colonel Clark: * 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War 
to take order, so far as the stores requested can be conve- 
niently spared. 

The report of the committee ||consisting of Mr. Vamum, 
Mr. Clark and Mr. Van Dyke|| on the letters from the Board 
of War and the paymaster general, of 30th of March last, 
was taken into cooperation; Whereupon, 

' Thu report, Im the writing of Abraham Clark, u in the Paptn of Ae ConlitutUtJ 
Caagrtit, No. 19, V, iolio ISl. It wu delivered on this day, and ii in the list of post- 
poned reports in No. 31, folio STl-*. 

* Washington's letter is in the Paperw of the ContxnenUU Gmgreu, No. 152, X, folio 7S; 
tlie ^iginla letter is in No. 71, II, folio S7; a copy of Greene's letter ie in No. 172, 1, 
page 106. 

* Thia letter ia in the Papen qftJu Continmtal Congrett, No. 60, (olio 29. 

Od the same day a letter of 16 on the same subject from the Board of War was read 
and referred to the Board of War. It is on folio 23. 



.y Google 



AfrnL, 1781 397 

Retolved, That in settling the accounts of officers returned 
from captivity, the auditOTS consider their pay to the first 
of August last, in bills of the old emissions, agreeable to the 
usual mode of pa}nng the army; and from the said first day 
of August, till such officers returned from captivity or 
rejoined their corps, in bills of the new emissions issued agree- 
able to the resolution of the 18 March, 1780: 

That Bubsistance money be idlowed to the said officers, at 
the rate of one-sixth of a dollar per ration, in specie; and 
that the monies paid to them by the commissary of prisoners, 
pursuant to former resolutions, be charged as so much 
advanced. 

Resolved, That the states who have not considered their 
said officers in captivity, in settling the depreciation accounts 
of their lines of the army, receive and adjust their demands 
for depreciation in the same manner as though they had not 
been in captivity. 

Resolved, That the demands of officers retiring from service 
in pursuance of the laat reform of the army, and who were 
not attached to the line of any particular State, whether for 
pay, Bubsistance, forage or depreciation, be adjusted by the 
auditor of the army in some one of the departments or dis- 
tricts: that the balances respectively due be certified in 
specie value, and duplicates be transmitted to the Board of 
Treasury; that in settling the depreciation accounts, the 
resolution of Congress of the 28 day of June last, be con- 
sidered as the scale. 

Resolved, That aJl warrants issued by the Board of War, 
in favour of officers returned from captivity, for specie, con- 
trary to the tenor of these resolutions, be recalled.^ 

Tlie committee Uconsistii^ of Mr. Sullivan, Mr. Smith, Mr. 
Mathews, || to whom was referred the letter, of 26 March last, 
from the governor of Vu^nia, delivwed in a report; Where- 
upon, 

' nil report, in the writing of Junea Mitchell Yuiium, ia in the Paftn of tlu Oor*- 
tmcnlol CortgroM, No. 28, folio 43. 
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Ordered, That Governor Jefiferson be informed, in answra* 
to his letter of the 26 March last, that it is incompatible 
with the rules established by the United States m Congress 
assembled, for Colonel Davis to exercise a civil appointment 
whUst he retuns his rank in the army, 

b « t t b tri i ho ie poHnitted - in ei i oo it bo - hia option to vemgn tbo l a ttoF 
without forfeiting a ny of tbo - otbo p- pFoyi a ion B- oFMiiolumoiit a re aepwd 
to offieora - of -e qu al - t a nh f oduoed by tho l a to aefl i g nmoa fcr' 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

TUESDAY, APRIL 17. 1781 

A letter, of 14, from General Washington, was read : 

Ordered, That extracts from the same and also from the 
letter, of 12, be sent to the supreme executive council of 
Fensylvania. 

A letter, of 30 March, frcmi Major General Greene, was 
read:" 

Ordered, That the memorial from Doctor F. Allison, read 13, 
be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Sullivan : 

Suppose the Minister of France will Agree to vest Congress with the 
amount of two hundred thousand dollars in specie, and to the same 
amount in Bills of Exchange on the Treasury of France drawn by 
their Paymaster General what would be the best mode of disposing 
of those sums for the advantage of our Ally, and for the service of 
the United States, to give a spring to the credit of our money and to 
restore public credit in general. 

I would propose the following mode: 

Let two one hundred and fifty thousand doUara in Bills of Exchange 
be immediately appropriated to the payment of bread, flower, beef, 
pork and other articles of grain, provision and forage according to an 
estimate to be delivered to Congress by the Commander in Ciuet of 
the French army; and fifty thousand dollars in specie be appropriated 

■ nds report, in the writmg of Jdha Sullivan, is is the Paptn of At Continental 
Oontrm. No. 20, II, folio 268. 

* A copy of WaaUngton'B letter ia in the Papen of the Continental Congreu, No. 
108, VIII, p&ge 94; the draft is in the Wathington Paptn, A. VI, pt. 1,65. Oree&e'i 
letter ii ia the Paptr* qfthe Continental Congreu, No. 165, II, folio 17. 
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to the same purpose; the other fifty thousand dollars in bills to be 
lodged in the Treasury of the United States; and one hundred and 
fifty thousand dollars specie to be likewise lodged in the Treaauiy as 
aforesaid. Let the 150,000 in bills and the 50,000 in cash be appor- 
tioned and sent on to the different States, whose Executives shall 
contract with certain persons for the deliveij of double the quantity 
of all the artidea which their respective sums would purchase, agree- 
ing to pay for one half immediately on the deUvery thereof, and for 
the other half in six months afterwards, the first payment to be made 
) in Bills of Exchange and i in specie, the second payment in Bills of 
the new Emission at their current value when paid. 

The money remaining in the Treasury to be applied to the pay- 
ment of the interest of Loan Office certificates, or the interest due on 
the new bills already emitted, and a loan immediately opened for the 
new money.* 

Order&i, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, Mr. [Daniel] Car- 
roll, Mr. [William Chm'chill] Houston. 

A report from the Board of Treasury on the orders, of 22 
March and 11th instant, was read: 

Tbeabuht Otfioe, AprU 16, 1781. 

Upon the two Ordeis of Congress, one of the 22d of March last, to 
provide 600,000 dollais, and the other of the 11th instant, the addi- 
tional sum of 2S5,S16 19/90 dollars of the New Emission, for the use 
of the Quarter Master General's department, the Board b^ leave to 
report. 

That the War to the former part of the last year was carried on by 
Emissions of paper money, and by Loans, when the monies emitted 
amounting to two hundred millions of dollars and the Certificates 
given for those loaoed, got into such a current of depreciation that 
farther Emissions became unadvisable, and therefore were deter- 
mined against. On the 18 of March, 1780, the old Emissions were' 
consolidated, and new Paper was to issue, upon which the War on 
the part of the United States was to be supported, and in the mean 
'Hme monthly Quotas of 15,000,000 old doUars, and specific Articles 
to supply the Army were demanded of the States; and the Certificates 
for monies loaned were not only put upon an equitable, but a generous 
footing. 

• Thli Eoolion, In the wiiting of Theodorick Bland, ia in the Paptn oftkt ConHntntat 
Ooagrtu, Ko. 36, 1, folio 161 . 
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The Byatem of the IS of March not meeting with general Approba- 
tion, either among the foreign or home Merchants and Tradere, or 
with the Legialatures of the States, it never has, or can be pushed into 
efficient Operation; some of the States have not issued the New 
Paper, and the Board are of Opinion never intend to do it. That 
which has been issued has a partial Circulation and is of different 
Value in different states, and has already depreciated at least one 
hundred per cent. 

Neither the Monthly Quotas or specific Articles demanded of the 
States have been supphed, except in part, sdA no prospect of farthw 
Compliance, or more punctuality in future — the special Calls of 
Congress of the 26 of August and 4 of November last having been 
uitirely unattended to. 

The Loan Offices feeling these Effects, have not produced money 
sufficient to discharge the Interest of Money already loaned. By 
these means the Army has long been and remains without Pay and 
frequently has been reduced to a state of Want; and public Credit 
and Confidence are almost totally expiring; to recover which, and 
to be enabled to cany on the War, other Funds must be provided, 
and New Measures adopted; for from eveiy Experience Congress 
ought not to depend upon punctual supplies from the States. Were 
the Balances due by the respective Statea paid, or expected to be 
paid, the public difficulties would be greatly relieved; but the Board 
are of Opinion that drawing for them would be a mere delusion. 
There are or ought to be in the states of Virginia and Maryland seven 
thousand Hogsheads of Tobacco under the direction of the Commercial 
Committee as yet unappropriated, as the Board supposes, and which 
they are of Opinion should be sold for the use of some of the d^art- 
ments of the Army. 

The new Money not having yet been brought into the respective 
Loan Offices in any Quantity, and no prospect of its being so in all, 
and not at all in some; the Monthly Quotas and the Special Calls of 
Congress upon the States not having been complied with; and Con- 
gress having declined drawing Bills of Exchange, the Board have it 
not in their Power to report the Ways and &bans of furnishing the 
78fi, 816 19/90 dollars of the New Emission for the Use of the Quarter 
Master General's Department.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the before mentioned com- 
mittee. 

' Thia npwt is ia Hie Pajitn (^ tkt CWfincntof Congreu, No. 13S, V, folio 241. 
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A report of the Board of Treasury, on an application of 
Wm. Paulding, was read: 

Tkeastjey Offiob Aprii IC^. 1781' 
The Board of Treasury b^ leave to report, 

That Col W™ Paulding late a Deputy Cominissaiy under the late> 
Commissaiy Gen' Joseph Trumbull (deceased) has exhibited to this 
Board an account against the United States which has been settled by 
Jonathan Trumbull Commissioner for settling the accounts of the late 
Commissary Gen' aforesaid who certifies that the sum of two thou- 
sand nine hundred and eighty eight pounds seventeen ahillinge, and 
seven pence lawful money equal to nine thousand nine hundred and 
sixty two dollars and H of a dollar is due to the said W Paulding as 
far back as Sepi 1777. Whereupon the following order is submitted : 

Ordered, That at the instance of the said W Paulding the Board 
of Treasury pass to his credit the sum of £2988 17 7 specie value 
equal to nine thousand nine hundred and sixty two dollars and H of 
a dollar being a balance due to him as late Dr Commia' General under 
the late Conunissary Gen' Joseph Trumbull (deceased): the balance 
aforesaid having been ascertained by Jonathan Trumbull Commis- 
noner for settling the accounts of the late Conmiisaary General 
Joseph Trumbull: and that the sum aforesaid bear 
an interest of 6 per cent per annum from the fiyob of 

- day when the account was settled until 

it ahall be more convenient to pay the same.* 

Ordered, That the same, together with then* reports 
respecting J. Lloyd, be re-committed. 

A representation from Coulaux la Vigne, a^nt for Penet 
de Costa Freres & Co., was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

On motion of Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Bee: 

Beaclved, That the cloathier-general, before he enters into 
office, shall give bond in such sum as the Board of Treasury 
shall think sufficient, with two or more sufficient sureties,' 
for the due performance of his office, which bond shall be 
lodged in the ta'easury office. 

> Tbi* report is m the Paptrt of the Continental Coitgnu, No. 136, V, folio 227. 
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Congress proceeded to the election of a cloathier general; 
and, the ballots being taken, Mr. John Moylan was elected, 
having been previously nonunated by Mr. fThomas] Biirke. 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for electing a Sec- 
retary of Marine. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL i8. lySt 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Treasust Office April 16^ 1781 

Upon the motion of If Hoot in Congress seconded by M' Woolcot, 
and referred to the Board of Treasury the following infonnation and 
resolution is submitted: 

The sum of 2935 |f dollars in specie value was due to Eleazw 
Wales of Hartford a late Commissioaer of accounts on the 14*" t& 
June 1780 the time he resigned his Office, and Whereas it appears 
that the said Eleazer Wales will loan the money aforesaid due to 
him with interest from the time the same became due. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury direct William Imlay, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State 
of Connecticut, to issue loan office certificates of specie value 
in favour of Eleazer Wales, late a commissioner of accoimts, 
for two thousand nine hundred and thirty-five dollars and 
eighty-eight ninetieths, in discharge of his account of salary 
due the 14 of June, 1780.* 

The committee II consisting of Mr. Duane, Mr. Sharpe, Mr. 
Wolcottll appointed " to estimate and state the amount of the 
debts due from the United States, with the necessary esti- 
mates for the ciurent year as near as can be done, in order 
that the same may be btid before the respective l^islatures" 
brought in a report; 

That they have attended to this business; but from 
the unsettled condition of the publick accounts they 
can only give a general view of the publick debts. 

■Thla npaci U in the Faptn of Ou Contmtntal Congrtu, No. 130, V, folio 246. A 
nutfgiiial not« eaya: The piincipBl sum 2936fg. Tho Bum with intaraat ta tUi dKy 
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The distresses of the anny for want of provisions, 
and their uneadness and dissatisfaction for want of pay, 
have been so great and so notorious, and the cUunours 
of public oieditors so loud, that it is become necessary 
to state the measures which Congress have pursued, 
and the steps they have taken from time to time to 
support the war, to provide for public exigencies, and 
to guard against the dangers and embarrassments with 
which we are now threatened for want of timely supplies 
of money. 

It cannot be forgotten that these United States 
were plunged into a war, and that an army was drawn 
together before any money was provided, or funds 
established for defraying the expence thereof. Arms, 
ammunition and implements of war were all to be pro- 
cured, as well as [^ovisions, subsistence, and pay for 
the troops, suddeidy called forth to oppose an enemy 
already in the heart of our country, and in possession 
of one of our capital towns. In this situation of aCFairs 
Congress met in May, 1775. They had no resource from 
whence to derive present supplies but that of emitting 
bills of credit, redeemable at a future day. This was 
an expedient which was well known, and had often been 
practised to good effect in the several colonies. Accord- 
ingly, on the 22 of June, 1775, they agreed to emit bills 
of credit to the amount of two millions; and on the 
25 of July foUoinng encreased the sum to three million 
dollars; — for the redemption of which they pledged the 
confederated colonies, and directed each colony to pro- 
vide ways and means to sink its proportion or quota, 
yrbich was then ascertained, in such manner as would 
be most effectual and best adapted to the condition, 
circumstances and equal mode of levjring taxes in such 
colony, in four annual payments; the first to be made 
on or before the last of November, 1779, before which 
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time it was hoped the contest might be brought to a 
coaclusion. On the 29 of November following, an esti- 
mate having been fonned of the public expences 
already arisen, and which might accrue in the defence 
of America, to the 10 of June, 1776, Congress resolved 
to emit a further sum of three milUons of dollars, to be 
redeemed as the former, by four annual payments, the 
first to be made on or before the last day of November, 
1783. It was at the same time resolved, that the pro- 
portion or quota of each respective State should be 
determined according to the number of inhabitants of 
all ages, including negroes and mulattoes in each colony; 
and for this purpose it was recommended to the several 
assemblies, &c. to ascertain by the most impartial means 
in their power the niunber of inhabitants in each respec- 
tive colony, and make returns thereof to Congress as 
soon as possible. 

At this time a hope was still entertained that an 
accommodation would take place, and that hostilities 
would soon cease. But having received advices, in the 
winter following, that Great Britain had contracted for 
a large body of Hessian and other German mercenaries, 
which were to be sent over to subdue America, Congress 
found it necessary to make suitable preparations, which 
consequently encreased the expence; and therefore, on 
the 17 of February, they ordered four millions of dollars 
to be emitted on the same security as the former sums; 
and on the 9th of May following, emitted five millions 
more on the like security. 

The powerful fleet and army sent against America in 
the summer of 1776, and the professed deeugn of Great 
Britain to subdue by force, or to bring the colonira to 
\mconditionaI submisuon, obliged Congress to declare 
Independence, and to call in the aid of militia, and con- 
sequently encreased the expence; and therefore, on the 
22 July, they emitted five miUions more. 
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But as it wajs foreseen that such repeated issues of 
bills of credit would encrease the quantity to too great 
a degree, and consequently occasion their depreciation, 
it was resolved on the third of October following to 
borrow five milllona of dollars; and in November, a 
lottery was set on foot for raising a farther sum on loan. 

As the governments of the several states were not yet 
sufficiently oi^nized and in vigour, and as the expences 
of arraying and equipping the militia were great, and 
the resources from commerce cut o£F, it was not thought 
proper to proceed to taxation. And as neither loans 
nor the lottery were sufficiently productive, necessity 
compelled to farther emisuons of bills of credit. By 
this means the paper currency being multiplied, began 
to depreciate. It was therefore resolved on the 10 Sep- 
tember, 1777, to prepare an earnest recommendation 
to the states to proceed to taxation. The invasion of 
Pen^lvania, and the removal of Congress from Phila^ 
delphia, prevented this from being done as soon as m^ht 
have been wished; but on the 22 November, 1777, it 
was recommended to the states to raise by taxes, for 
the service of the year 1778, the sum of five mUlion 
dollars, and to pay the same into the public treasury 
in four quarterly payments. Previous to this it had 
been resolved to borrow lai^r smns; and to encourage 
the money holders to lend, it was agreed to pay the 
interest by bills of exchange drawn on our Com- 
misffloners in France. 

Unfortunately the tax failed, and the sums obt^ed 
from loans were greatly inadequate to the expenditure: 
consequently more money was emitted; and notwith- 
standing the favourable turn in our affairs in 1778, 
depreciation encreased with amazing rapidity. 

At the close of the year, 1778, the sums emitted and 
borrowed amounted to about one hundred and eight 
millions. Congress, anxious to put a stop to any farther 
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enuBsionB, and to provide a fund for redeeming what 
was issued, called upon the states on the 1 January, 
1779, to pay into the continental treasury their respec- 
tive quotas of fifteen million dollars for the service of 
that year, and of mx millions annually, from and after 
the year 1779, as a fund for sinking the emisnons and 
loans to the 31 December, 1778; and on the 21 May 
following, in addition to the above, on account of the 
great depreciation of the paper, the states were called 
on to furnish for the service of the year 1779, their 
respective quotas of forty-five millions — the whole to 
be paid into the continental treasury before the 1 
January, 1780. A compliance with these requisitions 
would not only have answered the necessary exigencies 
of the year, but would have arrested depreciation in its 
progress. But as these were not complied with in due 
time, and as the demands of the public were pressing 
and constant, the prospect of future taxes served only as 
a stimulus to urge those who had in their possession the 
supplies and necessaries wanted, to enhance the price, 
in order to pay thdr taxes with greater ease: while at 
the same time the public treasury, receiving no recruit 
from taxes, was from time to time replenished with new 
emissions; and from these causes combined, depreda- 
tion, instead of receiving a check, proceeded with 
redoubled vigour. 

As the failure of the states was attributed to their not 
having received the requisitions in due time, Congress 
resolved in future to remedy that defect; and there- 
fore, early la the fall of 1779, took into consideratioa 
the means of providing for the ensuing year; and on 
the 6 October, accommodating themselves to the 
depreciation as it then stood, and still flatterii^ them- 
selves that the taxes already called for, if duly col- 
lected, would stop it where it was, and answer demands 
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OD the public till Februaxy following, they called upon 
the states to pay into the public treasury on the first 
day of February, 1780, and on the first day of each suc- 
ceeding month, to the fiiat of October inclusive, tbdr 
respective quotas of fifteen millions. 

It should be observed that on the first of September, 
1779, the sum emitted and in circulation amounted to 
159,048,880 dollars; and as there was a general outcry 
on account of the depreciation and the floods of money 
emitted, Congress resolved that they would on no 
account whatever emit more bills of credit than to make 
the whole amount of such bills two himdred millions. 
And as 40,051,120 dollars r^nained to complete the two 
hundred millions, they on the 3d of the same month 
resolved that they would emit such part only of the said 
40,051,120 as should be absolutely necessary for the 
public exigencies, befcffe adequate supplies could be 
otherwise obtained, relying for such supplies on the 
exertions of the several states. 

This was represented to the states in an address dated 
the 13 of September; and they were earnestly entreated 
not to leave Congress without supplies, nor to let in that 
flood of evils which would follow from such a n^lect. 
Notwithstanding thb earnest address and representa- 
tion, Congress were compelled by necessity to issue the 
remainder of the two hundred nullions; and the army 
was in such extrmnity for want of provisions, that the 
Commander in Chief was reduced to the sad alternative, 
either to suffer it to disband, or to collect supplies by 
military force. He preferred the latter, and the inhabit- 
ants of New York and New Jersey, thoi^h they felt 
the injury, saw the necessity, and patiently submitted. 

To prevent the like evils in future, Congress, on the 
25 of February, 1780, called on the states forthwith to 
procure their respective quotas of supplies in enumer- 
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ated articles for the ensuing campaign. And as by the 
continual depreciation of the continental currency, the 
community was suffering great injustice, the public 
finances were derai^^, and the necessary dispositions 
for the defence of the commonwealth much impeded and 
perplexed, they on the 18 of March, 1780, recommended 
that the fifteen million monthly tax should be continued 
from October to April, 1781, inclusive; and that thirteen 
of those monthly quotas, namely, from March, 1780, to 
April, 1781, both inclusive, should be applied sotely to 
r^eem or sink the old money, which was to be cancelled 
and burned as fast aa brought in; and in lieu thereof, 
new money was to be emitted in the proportion of one 
of the new for twenty of the old; so that when the whole 
two hundred millions were drawn in and cancelled, ten 
millions new money would be thrown into circulation; 
of which four tenths were to have been subject to the 
order of Congress, and the other six tenths to belong to 
the several states. The effects of this resolution, if it 
had been punctually executed according to the intention 
of Congress, would have been — 1. The cancelling the 
old money; 2. reducing the currency to a more fixed 
standard; 3. supplying the states with money to pur^ 
chase the supplies required from them by the act of the 
25 of February; and 4, enabling Congress to pay the 
army, dischai^ the principal debts already contracted, 
and to provide for the exigencies of the ensuing cam- 
paign. But as this was not done. Congress was again 
driven into temporary expedients. 

The enemy knew our situation, and were exertii^ their 
utmost efforts to take advantage of it. The southern 
states were invaded. A descent was threatened on New 
Jersey. The posts on Hudson's river were in dangei'. 

In order to put the army in motion, Congress were 
obliged to raise money by drawing bills on their minis- 
ters abroad ; although they had not sufficient assurances 
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that thoee bills would be honored. On the 19 May, 
Gongrees called upon the states, from New Hampshire 
to Vi^inia, both inclusive, to collect and pay into the 
public treasury, in thirty days, ten million continental 
currency, part of the sums required to be paid last year. 
The states, in order to comply with this, pressed the 
collection of taxes, which occasioned such a clamour 
&om those who had fiUTUshed supplies on credit, that 
on the 27 of the same month Congress recommended to 
the legislatures of the several states to empowo* the 
collectors of continental taxes due before the 1 March, 
1780, to receive in payment thereof the notes or certifi- 
cates which had been given by the quartermaster and 
commissary of purchases for such supplies. 

Until the opening of this campaign, the army had borne 
their sufferings with unparalleled patience and perse- 
verance. What pay they had hitherto received had 
been chiefly in depreciated money. Congress had not 
been unmindful of their sufferings and faithful services. 
As early as September, 1776, they had resolved to malra 
provision for granting lands in certain proportions to 
the ofScers and soldiers who would engage in the service, 
and continue therein to the close of the war, or tmtil 
discharged by Congress, and to the representatives of 
such officers and soldiers as might be slain by the enemy. 
On the 15 of May, 1778, they resolved unanimously that 
all militaiy offices conunissioned by Congress, who then 
were, or thereafter might be, in the service of the United 
States, and continue therein during the war, should, 
after the conclusion thereof, receive annually for the 
term of seven years, if they lived so long, one half of the 
pay then established for such officers, with a proviso, 
that general officers should not receive more than the 
half pay of a colonel; and it was also resolved, that non- 
commissioned officers and soldiers enlisted for the war 
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should, at the e3q)iration thereof, receive a reward of 
eighty dollars. 

On the 17 August, 1770, having prefaced their resolu- 
tion with a preamble setting forth that the army of the 
United States of America, by their patriotism, valor 
and perseverance in defence of the rights and liberties 
of their country, were entitled to the gratitude as well 
as approbation of their fellow citizens, they recom- 
mended it to the several states to make such further 
provision for the officers and soldiera enlisted for the 
war, to them respectively belongii^, and who should 
continue in service till the establishment of peace, as 
should be an adequate compensation for the many 
dangers, losses, and hardships they may have suffered 
in the course of the contest; either by granting to their 
officers half pay for life, and proper rewards to their 
soldiers, or in such other manner as might appear most 
expedient to the legislatures of the several states. And 
it was farther recommended to the several states to 
make such provision for the widows of such of their 
officers and such of their soldiers enUsted for the wax, 
as had died or might die in the service, as would secure 
to them the sweets of that liberty for the attainment of 
which their husbands had nobly laid down their Hves. 

On the 10 of April, 1780, they resolved, that as soon 
as the state of the pubUc fimmces would admit, they 
would make good to the line of the army, and the inde- 
pendent corps thereof, the deficiency of their original 
pay occaffloned by the depreciation of the currency; 
but none were to derive benefit from this resolution 
except such as had engaged to serve during the war, or 
for three years, and were then in sendee, or should there- 
after engage to serve during the war. 

And now on the 13 August, 1780, they resolved that 
from and after the first of the said month, the army 
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shall receive their pay in the new bUls emitted pursuant 
to the resolution of the 18 of March, 1780, and again 
recommended to such of the states as have not made 
compensation to their officers and soldiers, agreeably to 
the resolution of the 17 August, 1779, to do it as soon 
as possible. At the same time the provision for granting 
lands was extended to the general officers; and on the 
24 of the same month the resolution of the 15th of 
May, 1778, granting half pay for seven years to the 
officers of the army who should continue in service to 
the end of the war, was extended to the widows of such 
officers as had died or should thereafter die in the service, 
to commence from the time of such officer's death; or, 
if there should be no widow, or in case of her inteav 
marnage, that it should go to the orphan children of 
such officer. 

And it was recommended to the legislatures of the 
states to which such officers belonged to make provision 
for payir^ the same on account of the United States. 

Still the public treasury remained unsuppUed; and 
the army continued without pay, and oftentimes in great 
distress for want of provisions. Debts were accumulatr 
ing, and the creditors more and more clamorous. 

Under these circiunstances Ck)ngress, on the 26 of 
August, 1780, earnestly recommended to the several 
states to take the most speedy and effectual measures 
in their power for drawing in their respective quotas 
of the continental bills of credit, by taxes or otherwise, 
in order that the new money might be issued. And at 
the same time it was recommended to the states to raise 
by taxes, payable in the said new bills, their respective 
quotas of three million dollars; and to pay the same 
into the public treasury as* soon aa possible, the pay- 
ment to be fully compleated by the last day of December 
following. From this it was hoped that Congress would 
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draw a supply of money to enable them to pay the army, 
and carry on the war with vigor; to dischaqge the 
unfunded debta; and to pay the interest due on loan 
office certificatee. Their expectations were again dis- 
appointed. The consequences that ensued from the 
failure, though alarming and painful to recollect, w^e 
far short of what might have been apprehended. Yet 
the requisition of the 15 January, 1781, after the mutiny 
in the Fen^Ivania and Jersey lines, for 879,342 dollars 
for the immediate pay of the arrears due to the army, 
has not yet been complied with. 

This recapitulation is made, not mth a view to crim- 
inate, but to show that Congress have done every thing 
in their power to cany on the war, and to prevent the 
embarrassments under which our affairs now labour. 

It now remains to estimate the supplies necessary for 
the current year; and to point out the measures already 
taken for obtaining those supplies. 

Congress by their resolutions of the 3 and 21 of October 
last, have resolved that the army for the ensuing cam- 
paign shall consist of six legionary corps, four regiments 
of artillery, fifty regimente of infantry, and one regi- 
ment of artificers, amounting to thirty-five t^usand 
seven hundred and forty-ei^t rank and file. 

The pay and subsistence according to 
the present establishment for one 

year amounts to $5, 104, 385 

Provisions for ditto 4, 357, 012 

Quartermaster's department estimated- 4, 000, 000 

Hospital department 200,000 

Ordnance department 266,666« 

Navy department 400,000 

Debts due to the civil officers under 

Congress— 98,927« 
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Civil list and contingencies for the cui^ 
rent year. $1,885,000 

Arrears due to the army up to 31 De- 
cember, 1780 1,000,000 

Two years' interest on certificates pay- 
ableat the several loan offices 595, 466H 

Certificates given by quartermasters 
and commissaries, &c. estimated 1,500,000 

No charge is made for clothing, new 
anns, or ammunition, as it is hoped 
the measures taken for procuring 
them will be effectual 

Total $19,407,457H 

The measures taken for obtaining these supplies: 
By the act of the 4 of November last, 

the states have been called upon to 

furnish the provisions necessary, 

amounting to $4,357,012 

By the same act they are called upon 

to raise and pay into the continental 

treasury, in four quarterly pa}rments, 

the first pajonent to be made the 1 

June next _ 1,642,988 

The requisition of the 26 August, 1780, 

which has not yet been received, is 

relied on as indispensable 3,000,000 

The old money must be called in and 

cancelled; for until that is done no 

r^ularity can be introduced into the 

finances, nor any dependence placed 

on any requisitions made. For as the 

old currency is daily depreciating, 

and as the same, by laws of many of 

the states, is made a standard by 
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which to value the new money, unlesa 

it be speedily destroyed, it cannot 

fail to sink the new. It is therefore 

indispensably necessary, that it be 

called in without delay. This will 

give the United States in Congress 

aasembled a command of new money 

to the amount of 3,200,000 

The duties on imports and prizes, 

which, from the propriety as well as 

necessity of the measure, it is not to 

be doubted but the several states 

will readily grant on the terms pro- 
posed by Congress, will, it is pre- 
sumed, produce in the course of the 

current year 500, 000 

And as it is to be presumed that the 

states have taken measures to comply 

with the requisitions of January, A^y, 

and OctobCT, 1779, it is hoped they 

will now see the necessity of carrying 

those measures into effectual execu- 
tion, or at least take the necessary 

steps for calling in the quartermasters' 

and commissaries' certificates to the 

amount of their respective deficien- 
cies, which by a return from the 

Board of Treasury are 468, 201 

On the 16 March last the states were 

called on for their respective quotas 

of one and a half million dollars 

quarterly, the first payment to be 

made 1 June next. Three quarterly 

pajonents amount to 4,500,000 
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Suppose the foregoing funds productive, 
stUI there will be a deficiency to be 
provided for, amounting to 1,739,266H 

Total $19, 407, 467U 

ife^M h e ap t be^<^oiflB ^ ,"no - ofehoF moro p»otaeabl& - in(i B m » < »a-be 
dorised thftp -t o rogaii ' e - riw - feilewiH g ptotooto -p y o- Bp - of febciF g hmtho 
a f the - n e w nwn e y to th e a monnt of $ ljT 8ft ) B Ml | in th e f<Jl e wiiy y&- 



Ttho do Ifllnnd 66.0110 

CoPDOoliioiit fll7 107 

tToff JonioT 108 701 

T^ftrm vl TTMUft SQ6 110 

Delftwaro jg ^gj 

Mmrliind fll7 107 

•y|ji |IjnJQ 306 lllH 

, <t Ta p Q KBTI 

Fiwa d>o s ito ft tion - of tho- S on t b a iii S to t c aa pd tfio dis t PO fla o d-eea- 
ditionof Wow York ' i t i§ - judgod ' iinpFqp e F to ea ll on th ^fe 

^ia-g oqniflit i ien is no t to intogforo - nop in any wia e bo oonabwiod to 
disponao wilih ' tho ot a to s ainhin g-e n a aia t h of tho new q miD a ion a ceowi - 
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It will moreover be necessary to provide funds for 
paying the interest of the debta contracted in Europe. 
With a view to this. Congress, in their requisition of 
February, 1780, among other ^wcific supplies, called 
upon the states of Virginia and Maryland to furnish a 
quantity of tobacco, which it was expected might have 
been shipped to Fmnce, and been the bepnning of a 
fimd for defirajring the expences of our ministers at for- 
eign courts, and paying the interest of moneys borrowed 
in Europe. But the want of ships last fall, and the 
naval superiority of the enemy in Chesapeak Bay this 
spring, have prevented the public from deriving any 
advantage from that requisition. 
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It has been before observed, that the debts contracted 
abroad amount, by computation, to the sum of six 
million dollars, the annual interest of which is three 
himdred and sixty thousand dollars. The annual in- 
terest of the money borrowed on certificates previous 
to the 1 March, 1778, and which is to be paid by bills 
drawn on our minister at the Court of France, amounts 
to 438,798H. 

The credit and honor of the United States require 
that a fund should be provided not only for defraying 
this interest, but also for discharging the piincipal, or at 
least those certificates for the interest of which bills are 
to be drawn annually on our minister, who has no fund 
to apply to that purpose, and who therefore has to depend 
on the success of his solicitations, as it becomes due. 

And what equally concerns the honor of the United 
States, a fund should be provided for defraying the ex- 
pences of our ministers abroad. This shows the abso- 
lute necesenty of the states immediately granting the 
duties on imports and prizes as requested by Congress. 
Before we conclude it may not be amiss to observe, 
that &om the constant depreciation of the currency, 
and the unpunctuality of the states in complying with 
the requisitions of Congress, the sums called for when 
paid ui have heretofore always been greatly inadequate 
to the purposes designed. 
It - » tbewrfofo F B COOiiaondod that foF the futuro wbeob of flour of 
b ca f be m a de tho a t a ndaFd, and that in a ll FoqaiaibioDa h e FeftftoF 
awdo tho B l irte a be crilod npon to p a y in Hu e h eoFtoin aums of money) 
O F B o - muoh a» gill be e qaal inynliio to oi *- wiIl puFeha a eo r oertain yyMi 
qiianlttby of wheot flouF or beeft ' 

and the same being twice read, debated by paragraphs and 
Ito: 



* A copy of tbia rapovt, in tha writing tA G««g« Bond d tha Seootuy'a Office, ii 
in the Pa-pert of tht Osntnunlal Congrat, No. 26, folio 260. It wu entered only in 
the muiuKript Secret (Domaitic) JonnuJ uid in No. 12, (EitlmUea). 
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Ordered, That copies thereof be sent to the several states. 

The committee to whom was referred a letter or repre- 
sentation, of 10 March, in the name and behalf of the general 
court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, delivered in 
a report. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Madison, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Sharper 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Madison, Mr. [James Mitchell] 
Vamum, Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

Adjourned to 10 o'Clock to Morrow. 

THURSDAY, APRIL 19, 1781 

A letter, of 28 March, from the governor of New York, 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, Mr. [James] 
Madison, Mr. [Samuel] Adams. 

A letter, of 19, from N. :&x>WDSon, was read: 

Ordered, That to Morrow be assigned for electing an 
assistant deputy purveyor for the hospital for the southern 
army. 

A letter, of 18, from E. Cornell; ' and 

A representation and petition from Major General A. Mo- 
DougaU; and 

A petition of Matuice Deedevens, were read: 

Oi^ed, That the petition of Maurice Desdevens be 
referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 18, from the pre»dent of the supreme executive 
council of Pensylvama, was read, with letter enclosed: ^ 

■This letter ifl in tbePapeno/lAc CorUinmtal Ctmgrtu, No. 67, II, folio 372. 

* BKiviuon'a letter is in the fapen of tht CorUmentai Congreu, No. 78, IV, folio 166; 
Conell'B ia in No. 78, VI, folio 23. 

* HcDougall'a petition is in the Paperi of tht Oontmentai Congra$, No. 42, V, folio 
265; Deedevens'i petition, dated Much 25, 17S1, if in No. 43, folio 61; the F&amyi- 
Viaja lettcs ia in No. 69, II, folio 341, and a copy of the encloaure on folio 366. 
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Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the Com- 
mander in Chief and that he be directed to take effectual 
measiu'es for immediately enquiring into and correcting the 
abuses therein mentioned and for bringing the offenders to 
condign punishment. 

A letter, of 29 March, from P. Schuyler, was read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members, Mr. [James] Duane, Mr. [Theodorick] Bland, 
Mr. n^^iam Churchill] Houston. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Duane, a delegate for the State 
of New York, in pursuance of instructions from his con- 
stituents, it was resolved as follows: 

Whereas differences have arisen between quartermasters 
and commissaries, and persons claiming to be creditors of 
the United States, for articles furnished by or taken from 
them, and for services performed by them, for which no 
vouchers have been given, or for which the vouchers may be 
lost, or having vouchers it is doubtful whether the accounts 
can be adjusted in either of the departments of quarter- 
master general or commissary general; to remedy wliich. 

Resolved, That every such claim as aforesaid, which shall 
have been submitted to the inspection of the continental 
commissioners for auditing and adjustii^ accounts, and by 
them certified, shall, by the quartermaster or commissary, 
be allowed and may be paid, or certificates given for the 
same, in like manner as is directed by the act of Congress of 
the 26th day of August, 1780. 

The report of the committee, ||consisting of Ab*. Adams, 
Mr. Duane, Mr. Wolcott, || to whom was referred the letter of 
March 10th, In the name and behalf of the general court of 
Massachusetts, was taken into consideration; and the same 
being read twice, and agreed to: 

The letter under consideration represents " That there 
is reason to suppose that the State of Massachusetts is 

■ This letter in in the Papen of the Continental Congrat, No. 163, III, lolio M7. 
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called on for contributions in an undue proportion to 
her abilities. That the duty on imports and prizes 
required by Congress will be an unequal burthen on some 
of the states. That it is impossible, if the proposition 
should be acceded to at all, that it will be on any other 
plan, than that the produce shall be passed to the credit 
of the State. And that its mercantile interest object 
against it as partial, alledging that it is notorious that 
the commodities which they import are vended below 
their cost." 

Your committee have dehberately conmdered these 
several objections; and are persuaded of their insuffi- 
ciency to justify any alteration in the act to which the 
objections are made, either as to the duty itself, or the 
manner of its application. Nothing is more to be 
wished, than that Congress was enabled to assign to the 
re^Mctive states their quotas of aids on fixed and equi- 
table principles. The necessity of it, as early as the 
year 1775, was fully undCTStood. The states were then 
called upon to unk by taxes their req>ective proportions 
of the bills of credit ordered to be emitted. It was 
directed that the quota of each should be deteimined 
according to the number of its inhabitants of all ages; 
and the governments then in being were pressed to ascer- 
tain by the most impartial means in their power, and 
to return as soon as possible, the number of inhabitants. 
This recommendation was in vun attempted to be 
inforced. \nth very few exceptions, it has been n^- 
lected to this day. The Confederation prescribed 
another rule for fixing the quotas of aids for the common 
defence or general] welfare, namely, that they shall be 
supplied by the several states in proportion to the value 
of all appropriated lands, and the houses and buildings 
in the respective states. But the attainment of such an 
estimate, jfiagrante hello, is difficult; perhaps in some 



.y Google 



April, 1781 423 

states, which are the seat of war, impracticable; in 
every view it must be remote. Thus Congress, without 
an accurate knowledge of the comparative wealth and 
abilities of the respective states, were, from the nece&- 
sity of the case, obliged not only to CfJl for aids, but to 
apportion those aids on such information as they pos- 
sessed. Apprized that the quotas might be unequal, 
they provided the best remedy in their power, and 
which will ultimately do justice to all the states, each 
being entitled, on a final settlement, to full credit for 
the principal and interest of all advances beyond their 
due proportion. 

The ravages of the enemy in some of the states, and 
their possesion of strong posts throughout South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, have unavoidably occasioned an 
encrease of the quotas of such states as enjoy greater 
internal tranquillity and freedom of commerce. Whether 
Massachusetts in particular hath been called upon in an 
undue proportion to her abilities, as seems to be appre- 
hended, cannot now be determined; but their honor- 
able court do justice in ascribii^ it, if it has happened, 
to error. That no partiahty could have been intended, 
is 80 certain, as that the most punctual compliance with 
the respective requisitions is essential to the public 



Imported commodities, it is affirmed, are vended in 
Massachusetts below their original cost; and that there- 
fore the proposed duty will operate partially against 
the mercantile interest. Information respecting imports 
into Philadelphia leads us to conclude that the disad- 
vantage pointed out in this objection arises from acci- 
dental circumstances, and not from any permanent 
cause. But it seems sufficient to observe, that either a 
profit will arise on foreign commodities, or the importa- 
^n must cease. For no commerce can be long pursued, 
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which, instead of enriching, impairs the substance of 
the merchant. Besides, the aid required ought not to 
be measured by the present hour. It will be contributed 
many years after peace shall be established, and when 
we may e3q>ect tlmt our commerce will be secure and 
prosperous. 

The honorable court seem to apprehend, that the 
duty will operate on the states themselves imequally. 
It may be necessary, in order to remove this objection, 
to recur to the motives which gave it a preference in the 
opinion of Congress. 

The public debts actually incurred on loan office 
certificates, and other loans, had created an annual 
interest of more than a million of dollars. Those engage- 
ments, although contracted on the faith and for the 
defence of the United States, Congress had no means 
to fulfil. It became then an indispensable act of jus- 
tice, that fimds should be provided by the states; that 
those funds should be productive, and ol sufficient 
permanency to secure the public creditors; and that 
the biu1;hen which they might impose should be uni- 
formly and eqxially sustained. To combine so many 
states in one general system; to reconcile it to their 
opinions, their poHcy and their internal circumstances, 
will always be difficult. Without liberal sentiments 
with respect to each other; without confidence in the 
general council, and a regard for the safety and happi- 
ness a nd glory of the genogal whole Confederacy, ^riti 
bo found noooDOOigy toroprosa the fopoo of local attach ' 
Bseete it will be impracticable. What tax could have 
been pointed out, to which some of the states might not 
have raised objections? Had an excise, a land tax, or 
a capitation, been recommended, wotdd either of them 
have been preferred to the duty under conaderation? 
Could either of them have been carried so easily Into 



.y Google 






April, 1781 425 

effect, or have operated with bo much impartiality? It 
is indeed the interest of a nation to leave trade as free 
and unincumbered as circumstances will permit; and 
yet we find that even those governments, which owe 
all their riches and grandeur to commerce, do not hesi- 
tate to draw from it contributions for the support of 
war ond govommont . Considering then the great exer- 
tions which are necessary at this interesting conjuncture, 
ought these United States to plead an exemption? 
Surely a moderate duty on trade cannot give dissatis- 
faction to a people, who have nothing less at stake than 
their honor, good faith, liberty and independence. As 
a partial regulation of individual states there is no 
reason to think it will ever take place. The danger of 
transferring the trade from such as impose, to those 
which are exempt from the btu-then, will effectually pre- 
vent it. There is only one method in which it can be 
introduced — ^by the authority of the United States co- 
operating with the respective l^islatures. 

dm which a ffofda a n iircf FagnMo niyjmont in ' A i Teu f of tho mca a 

When this duty was debated, it was taken for granted, 
on the general maxim, that it would ultimately be borne 
by the consume. In this view no tax could have been 
devised, under our present circumstances, which afforded 
a prospect of more equality and impartiality, or of less 
objection, or discontent. The states, whose commerce is 
the most fiourishing, will appear in the first instance to 
contribute largely to the common treaBury. But re- 
motely the consumer, wherever he resides, must bear 
the burthen. And the merchant who advances it, will 
take care to receive full interest. Even if it should be 
admitted, that states which enjoy the greatest cominer^ 
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cial advantages may be exposed to a share of the duty 
beyond their strict proportion, might it not be conaid- 
ered as a just tribute for peculiar blessings denied by 
the fortune of a common war to their less happy aster 
statesl Blessings pxurchased perhaps by their sufferings 
and secured by their resistance against invaders, who 
might otherwise have had leisure to cloae all the avenues 
to commerce. 

The last objection implies, that if the proposition 
should in part be acceded to, it would be insisted on 
that the proceeds of the duties should be passed to the 
credit of the states from which it might arise. This 
objection was also fully conadered when the subject 
was debated. A review of the situation and commerce 
of the several states, as well before the war as at this 
day, will be sufficient to remove it. Several states, and 
in every part of the continent, import for their neigh- 
bours. Is it reasonable that the duties on goods, which 
the latter consume, should be applied to the exclusive 
benefit of the State which has had the advantage of the 
importation t Would a measure so illiberal meet with 
approbation or acquiescence? Every system, which ia 
to operate throughout the United States, must have 
equity for its basis; and if the consumer pays the taxes, 
and every state, whether it imports or not, contributes 
to the consumption, the produce of the duty ought to 
be credited to the United States; or it is easy to see that 
the proposition will be rejected. 

Your committee are upon the whole of opinion, that 
the necessity of a compUance with the proposition in 
question should be strongly urged to the legislature of 
Massachusetts, as a measure just and expedient in itself, 
and which will operate with impartiality and facility, 
and better than any other afford a prospect of some 
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satisfaction to the public creditors, whose just com- 
plaints ought to be redressed Tvithout delay.* 
Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the genea^l 
court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, in answer to 
their letter of 10th March last.' 
Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

FRIDAY, APRIL 30, 1781 

The delegate foi the State of New York laid before the 
house instructions &om the l^islature of that State, which 
were read : * 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter 
of 28 March, from the governor of the State of New York: 

The report of the committee, [{consisting of Mr. Ward, Mr. 
Sullivan and Mr. Motte, || on the memorial of Colonel Hazen, 
and the letter of March 1 from General Washington, was 
taken into consideration; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be, and they are 
hereby directed to settle and adjust the depretiation that is 
due to Colonel Moses Hazen, the officers and men belonging 
to his regiment that are not considered as a part of either of 
the United States' quotas, and give them loan office certificates 
for the sums that may be found due to them, payable in 
three years from the first day of January last, with interest; 
the depretiation to be calculated by the same scale by which 
the State of Massachusetts calculated the depretiation due 
to the troops of that State. 

Resolved, That twenty-four dollars, in bills of the new 
emission, be paid to each non-commissioned officer and 

> This repot vm enterad only In the numnscript Secret (Domestic) Jounud uid 
in No. 12 (Eotlm&tee). The dnft, in the writing of James Dnane, ia in the Paptn q^ (JU 
Qmtmtntal Congntt, No. 20, 1, folioa 65-73. 

* This puagnph was elao entered in the muiucript Secret (Domeetic) Jonnul. 

*TheM imrtructiona, dated Uarch 28, 1781, are in the Paper* 0/ A« Contintntat 
OMgnti. No. $7, II, foUo 3W. 



.y Google 



428 Journals of Congress 

private aoldier belonging to Colonel Moses Hazen's raiment, 
who ia not conodered as belonging to the quota of either of 
the United States. 

Resolved, That the aneani of pay due to Colonel Moses 
Hazen's raiment, be paid up in the same manner the bat- 
talions belonging to the respective states are paid, and be 
supplied with clothing in the same proportion that other 
continental troops are supplied. 

Resolved, That Colonel Hazen's regiment be recmited */} 
ita original establishment so soon as the finances of the 
United States will admit of the same being done. 

Reaohed That CoL Moses Hazen be promoted to the rank of 
Brigadier by Brevet, in the armies of the United States; and th&t 
such other promotions be made in Col. Hazen's regiment as the 
Commander in Chief shall judge just and necessary. 

Resolved, That it be, and hereby is recommended to the 
States of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, New 
York, New Jersey, Pensylvania, Delaware, Maryland and 
Vii^inia, to make good the depretiation of the monthly pay 
of the officers and soldiers belonging to Colonel Moses Hazen's 
regiment that are considered aa a part of the quota of the 
respective states aforesaid, in the same manner they have 
made good the depretiation to the officers and soldiers in the 
battalions belonging to the line of those states respectively. 

Qfeef wioci tboy - wiH not p be en t i t led - to oon s idef them any longoF da m 
p a rt of t bei^qiiot a o - bho ws fl oWe - of tbo - 6fteen fe h of Maroh 1770 - notwith 
s tondingi And in c as e a ll or e idtei * of the S tnbo a ofoFO Ba id s hall - n e g - 
leet Of f e fuoe to comply wi t h t hi s y c s oly e- fof th e twm of Uiirty dnyu 
f f om and -« ft e »tho 4a^^ o e a t- th e -Bo a rd -8 f - T 'Pe O B m y-we 

boreby diroeted to B ottle with a ll s uch m e n of Colonol H ftee ng -*^- 
HMHit - m belon g' to swA - d rf inquont atato op Btfttoa in the - B nnH >- lB «B«M 
t hey -ft pe dipoot e d to s e tt le with tho mon in onid pogimont - tfaftt ft w >Dot 
o e nsideFod Hfl nnyp a rt of -t be - quot a ef -e t t be f of t heUnitod 8 tato 8 0nd 
als o - p a y eftoh non - oonHnis s ioned - offieop -a od - priyato ooldioF twenty 
four doll a i B in tho bill s of t he neW ' emis s ion. * 

' This report, in the writiiig of Artemus Waid, ia in the Papert of the Ctmtmer^al 
Congreti, No. 19, VI, folio 341, except the last two paragnpbs. Anothei' copy of the 
whole report, aim in Ward's writing, ia in No. 19, III, folio 91. 
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Ordered, That so much of the report as relates to the pro- 
motion of Colonel Hazen be referred to the committee on 
GenCTal Washington's letter, of 10 December last. 

An account of Richard Philips, audited in the auditor 
general's office March 29, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee on Mr. E. 
Morris's letter, of 13 March, be re-committed: 

That two members be added in the room of those absent: 

The members, Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer, Mr. [James] Madison.* 

Adjourned to 10 o'clock to Morrow. 

SATURDAY, APRIL 3i, 1781 

A report from the Board of Admiralty was read : 

Tlie Board of Admiralty beg leave to lay before the Hon'ble tiie 
United States in Congress assembled an extraordinary letter ikieiy 
yesterday received from one Samuel Parsons, directed to the Honor- 
able the Marine Committee of Congress, incloung an account d the 
purchase and disburaementa of a certain schooner called by him the 
Continental Schooner Fame. 

This same (we suppose) Samuel Paraons not long since drew a bill 
upon the Marine Committee, in favor of the Hon'ble \h.e Committee 
fA Commerce, which this Board refused to accept, and they shall 
not think themaelvee justifiable in giving him credit for the amount 
of the first cost and disbursementa of the Schooner Fauu, unless they 
are directed so to do by your Honors, for they have no qffieidl knowl- 
edge of this man. 

One of your Commissioners (H' Elleiy) informs the Board, that 
while he had the honor of a seat in Congress, he received a letter from 
Martinico, addressed to the Del^ates of the State of Rhode Island, 
which placed Samuel Parsons in so unfavorable a light, that he 
Uiought it his duty to communicate it to Congress. He did read it 
in his place, as some of your Honorable body may recollect, but the 
matter not being considered in ao serious a light as he thought it 
deserved, he put his letter in his pocket with the satisfaction of 

* A petition from Jcdm Paul Scbott iroa read, as the indoreement indicstei. It it 
in tha Paptri of the CorUinenUil Gm^rus, No. 42, VII, folio 93. 
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having done his duty. He remembers that the Honorable Del^iates 
from Massachusetta of whom the Honorable James Lorell then was 
and now is one, received information from Martinico respecting 
Samuel Parsons similar to that which he had commmiicated. 

He begs leave through the channel of this address further to infonn 
tbe United States in Congress assembled, that he not long unce heard 
a Gentleman who had been a Captain in l^e line of your army and 
whose name is Herring, declare that Samuel Parsons, Merchant, at 
St. Pierre Martinico, was a dishonest scoundrel, and ^ve an instance 
of his dishonesty. 

As St. Euatatius is in the possession of the enemy and of course 
the trade of these States to the French Islands will be probably 
increased, t^e Board with all submission would beg leave to suggest, 
that it mi^t not perhaps be improper to appoint a Ccouul for 'Bm- 
paniola and another for Martinico invested with power to act as 
continont a l - op etHianntqi a l agents for the United States in CimgreaB 
assembled.* 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [James] Lovell, Mr. [William] Sharpe, 
Mr. [Geoi^] Clymer. 
A memwial of Musco Livii^ton was read : 
Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 
A letter, of 13, from J. M. Scott, was read: ' 
Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 
The members, Mr. [Abraham] Clark, Mr. [Samuel] John- 
ston, Mr. [Joseph] Montgomery. 

A memorial from F. Hopkinson, treasurer of loans, was 
read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas- 
ury; and that the Board of Treaamy take order and give 
directions that the remainder of the enussions of May, 1777, 
and April, 1778, which are yet uncancelled and undestroyed, 
be delivered to the commissioners appointed to count and 
bum the same, lio be by them coimted and burned at the 
office where they are now coimting and destroyiiig other 

>Thiarep<MisintbePap«rto/(h< ContinmUil Congrtu, No. 137, 1, folio 671. 
■ Thia letter ia in tho Papen ifftltt Contmmlal Omfmt, No. 78, XZI, foUo 63. 
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emisfflona of continental currency; and that Francis Hop- 
kinson, treasurer of loans, be excused from farth^ attend- 
ance on that business. 

A warrant on George Webb, treasurer of the Common- 
wealth of Virginia, by order of Congrees dated June 14, 1780, 
in favour of Major General Gates, for one hundred thousand 
dollars, towards fa rmmg a military chest for the southern 
army being retmned unpaid : 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Board of Treasury 
to be cancelled, and that proper entries be made in thwr 
books accordingly. 

The committee to whom was reH30nmutted the report of 
the committee on Mr. Morris's letter, of 13th March; and 

The committee on the letter, of 25 November last, from 
General Sullivan; and 

Tile Committee upon Gen' Sullivans letter of the 251* Kov* haviiig 
taken the same mider their consideration report as follows: 

That the Board of Troasuiy be directed to pass to the credit of 
G«n* Sullivan dollars in specie as a compensation for the 

ezpences incurred by him in securing the military stores and ord- 
nance in Fort William, New Hampshire in the year 1775, and dis- 
tributing them in various parts of the country for the use of the 
United States. 

With respect to other claims upon the United States set forth 
in his said letter for depreciated pay and for extraordinary ezpences 
incurred by him on several occasions, as the commanding ofl^xr in 
a seperate department, 'tho' they are of opinion the said claims are 
such oa might justly entitle lum to compensation, yet as they must 
be determined upon principles which will include the cases of many 
others, not provided for, your Committee cannot with propriety 
report specially upon them, but refer them to the equity and wisdom 
of Congrees i^enevear they may deem it e]q>edient to enter into the 
consideration.* 

The committee on the motion of Sfr. [Oliver] Wolcott, 
delivered in their respective reports: 

' This report, In the writitig of Geoiga Clymei, ia In the Papen oftiu CotOmtmal 
Oangmt, No. IB, V, folio 445. It was re-conunittad June 13, 17B1. 
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The Conmiittee to whom waa referred the motion of M' Wolcott, 
and the plan of finance offered by M. Smith, report the ordinances 
under the following titles, to wit, "An Ordinance for the Support of 
Public Credit" and, "An Ordinance for emitting the Sum of ten 
miUiona of Dollars in Bills of Credit, and providing for the redemption 
thereof; and for other purposes therein mentioned." 

Which your Committee beg leave to refer to the Oouaideration of 
Congress. 

M. Shtth, Ghaxrmav. of Cam:} 

The report of the committee Hconsistii^ of Mr. Houston, 
Mr. Burke, Mr. Wolcott|| on Mr. Morris' letter l|of I3th of 
March ]aat|} was taken into con«deration; Whereupon, 

llie conunittee to whom was reconmiitted the report respecting 
the powers of the Supuintendant of Finance b^ leave to submit the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the superintendant of finance be, and he is 
hereby authorised to remove from office or employment, for 
incapacity, n^ligence, dishonesty or other misbehaviour, such 
persons, not immediately appointed by the United States in 
Ck)ngress assembled, as are or may be officially entrusted 
with, and immediately employed in the expenditure of the 
public money; in the issues and expenditure of public sup- 
plies, stores and other property; in stating, examining and 
pas»ng the public accounts, or in the receipt of the conti- 
nental revenues of the United States, and such of the said 
persons as are or may be in bis judgment unnecessary, 
reporting to such authority, board, minister or office, to 
whom it may belong to supply the vacancy, the respective 
names of the persons so removed and the oanooo of fomoTol : ^ 

That he be authorised to suspend from office or employ- 
ment, for similar causes, persons officially employed and 
entrusted as aforesaid, immediately appointed by the United 
States in Congress assembled, repenting forthwith their names 
and the reasons of suspension : 

' lliiB repwt, in the wiitiiigof Heiimtlier Smith, is in the Papcrt q/ tAc 0»Uttt«n(at 
Congreu, No. 2^ (olio 256. 
*AmuginalDot«MyB: "Stmck out M»y 7th." 
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Provided, that in all cases where any of the persons afore- 
siud, are or may be amenable to the law martial, the super- 
intendant be, and he is hereby authorised and directed, if 
he shall deem it most expedient for the public service, to 
put them in arrest by order in writing, ai^ to apply to the 
oflficer whose duty it may be, to order a court miuijial; and 
such officer is hereby directed to order proceedings on the 
arrest accordingly: 

That in every case of suspension, all pay and emoluments 
cease from the date thereof, unless the persons suspended be, 
upon trial, acquitted and restored; and the superintendant 
shall have power to supply the place when it may be nece&> 
sary, by a temporaiy appointment, to continue until the 
person suspended be restored or dismissed : 

That the aforesud powers shall not be construed to inter- 
fere with the rank, commismon or military duty of any officer 
in the line of the army, or to those who may be duly entrusted 
with money for aecret services by Congress, or the Com- 
mander in Chief of the army, or of commanding officer of a 
seperate department: 

That the powers aforesaid be exercised during the pleasure 
of Congress, but not to extend beyond the duration of 
the war: 

AaA4a-ew terthBt the onid S aporintend e ot of BlaM> a oiiM > r - b wit4ib- 
ffi t , y t n rfnwnto hin tiwiii ■nri ntfuntinw l-n ttm tnifr^ inimf>riimy > <jiit i i f# o« 

hia a ffl ae R ea olT e dj tha t i > pFo e umtenF o f B a li e i to uF bo a p p oin te d 

in eoo h Sta t O ) oa th e a o MJa a tion o f t ho aa id S up o rint o iid e nt) tii o DutjF 
of whom) a nd of e a e h a nd o r o Fy o f th e mf a m o ng oth o F Thing Or-iAaB 
bfr t O ' Oft F Fy^n PF ooo oatiou fro g a in a t PoF S onad o linqtt e o ^a pd 'a o s p e Bd o d 
OF F e nwypd aa of o F ea nid) wh e n t h o aa mfrm a y b e- n ee c aa ftiy - o n ^ ■ B e hatf 
of - tb e'fla id B ap o rin t wident *^ 

Ordered, That the committee have leave to at again . 

On motion of Ab*. [Abraham] Clark, seconded by Bfr. [James 
Mitchell] Vamum, 

* This report in the writiiig of William Chmdiil] Honabm, k In die Paptn tjf Ota 
ContiTieiUal Congrm, No. IB, IV, folio 313. 
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Ordered, That Ezekiel Cornell, one of the commissioners of 
the Board of War, have leave of abafmoe for six weeks agree- 
ably to his request: 

That the said £. Cornell be, and he is hereby directed to 
visit the mihtary stores and elab(»atory to the eastward, 
in the department of the commissary of military stores, and 
to take measures for removing anns, anmiunition and stores 
from thence to the main army, or to the southward; and to 
correct abuses in the said department, agreeably to instruc- 
tions he may receive from the Board of War for those pur- 
poses. 

That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, comnussiono' 
of the continental loan office in the State of Massachusetts, 
and another on Joseph Clarke, commissioner of the ccmti-- 
nental loan office in the State of Rhode Island, each for ten 
thousand dollars money of the new emissions, in favor [of] 
Joseph Carleton, paymaster of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, to be put into the hands of Ezekid Cornell, to enable 
him to execute the instructions he may rec^ve from the 
Board of War. For which sums the said paymaster of the 
Board of War and Ordnance is to be aecoimtable.^ 

Adjourned to 10 o'CIock on Monday. 

MONDAY, APRIL 23, 1781 

A letter, of 16; and one, of IS, from General Waehingt<ni, 
were read:" 

Ordered, That the letter, of 18, be referred to the dele- 
gates of Pensylvania and that they confer on the subject 
with the president and supreme esecutive council of Pensyl- 
vania, and report. 

A letter, of 10, from President Weare of Newhampshire, 
was read, enclosing an act passed by the legislature of that 

iThia motion, nndkted, in tlia writing of Abnham OtA, fa in Hw P^tmt pf lb 
ConlmmbU Co^eu, No. 36, IV, folio 107. 

* The letter of lei* ia in the Paptn of lie Omtmaital On^rm, No. 162, Z, folk) H; 
that of the 18*^ is on folio 81. The letter of April I« ia printed, in part, in the 
Wntingi qf WaMngtan (Ford), IX, 218. 
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